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Members o f  t h e  Vietnamese community in Lincoln, N e

braska range in time of resettlement, background and 

experience in adjustment to their  new home. The im

pact of cultural change and education on the Vietnam

ese youth in th is community is of particular importance. 

The Vietnamese youth are under-examined in the ar

eas of adjustment and identity formation. The effects of 

cultural conflict have profound impact on the future of 

Vietnamese youth .  The following study presents an ex

amination of the variables that may affect Vietnamese 

youth, specifically culture and education as factors in 

ethnic identity formation. It also presents how these 

factors can affect the relationship between students and 

parents. 

Introduction 

The degree to which Amer icans value  educat ion in the U n ited 
States is  ref lected in the extens ive f und i ng  that supports Amer ican 
schoo ls .  However, the i nte rpretat ion of "va lue"  var ies g reat ly among 
ed ucat ion 's  supporters . Often conf l ict i ng  i nte rp retat ions of va lue a re 
evident i n  pub l i c  d i scuss ions of what shou ld  be taug ht i n  schoo l ,  why it 
shou ld be so and what goal o r  resu lt i s  important .  The conf l ict is  most 
clear i n  d iscussions of the social ve rsus academic ro les of schoo ls .  There 
are, without a doubt ,  as many who espouse the socia l  and cu l tu ra l  as
pects of schoo ls as those who emphas ize their academic e lements .  But 
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th is  may be a false d ichotomy. I n  fact , most Amer icans are equa l ly con
ce rned with both the soc ia l  and cu l tural  aspects of educat ion and the 
academic value of attend ing  schoo l .  

An  i nte rest ing  re lat ionsh ip  that researchers have yet t o  exam
ine is  the p rocess of ethn ic  ident ity fo rmat ion of Southeast As ian stu
dents ,  the smal lest of  the immig rant Asian g roups ,  and effects of th is  

p rocess on  the students' and the i r parents' percept ions of  the val ues of 
education ,  both soc ia l ly  and cu l tura l ly. 

Th is  study attempts to examine the i mpact of cu l ture and edu
cat ion on  V ietnamese youth i n  an average-s ized mid-western c ity. Also, 
the study seeks to de l ineate the ro le of eth n ic ident ity i n  school perfor
mance and behavior, as wel l  as what issues the i nf luence of schools 
and fami ly  raise .  F i rst, a br ief overview of the arrival of As ians ,  more 
specif ical ly Southeast Asians,  i n  the U .S .  w i l l  be covered . Second ,  the 
importance of ethn ic identity and its ro le i n  the educat ion of m inority 
youth w i l l  be examined .  Th i rd ,  the authors w i l l  p resent i nte rview data of 
Vietnamese students and parents , i nc lud ing the i r  percept ions of the ro les 
that cu l tu re ,  ed ucat ion and fam i ly  p lay in their l ives .  Also in th is study, 
how schools may poss ib ly impact these students' cu l tures w i l l  be d is 
cussed . F inal ly, cu rrent theoretical exp lanat ions ,  with i n  a psycholog ical 
f ramework, wi l l  be offe red to help identify why these patterns of i nterac
t ions occur  and the i r  poss ib le imp l icat ions on the futu re of the educat ion 
of Southeast Asians in th is  country. 

How do Vietnamese pare nts v iew American schools? What 
val ues do they put on educat ion? Are there conf l icts i nherent i n  the 
j uxtaposi t ion of American v iews of ed ucat ion and those of the Vietnam
ese? I f  there a re confl icts , how do these conf l icts affect V ietnamese 
students? What st rateg ies do Vietnamese students employ to deal with 
the t rans i t ion from trad it ional Vietnamese households to the American 
school? The authors hope to answer these and other q uestions con
cern i ng  Vietnamese students and the i r  parents. 

Dem ograp h ics 

Accord ing  to the U .S .  B u reau of Census ,  Asian American and 
Pacif ic Is lander populat ions i n  1 990 comprised approxi mate ly 4% of the 
total  U . S .  popu lat ion . 1 Of these inc l uded i n  the census,  the largest popu
lat ion of Asian Ame ricans i n  the U n ited States a re Ch inese, of  which a 
l itt l e  more than half (56%) were fore ign  born .2 The ear l iest Asian immi 
g rants to arrive i n  the  Un ited States were the Ch i nese,  who p layed s ig 
n i f icant ro les i n  the construct ion of  th is  cou ntry, more specif ical ly, th is  
country's t ransportat ion system (e. g . ,  the transcont inental ra i l road) .  The i r  
arr ivals are est imated to have begun a round the midd le of  the n i ne
teenth centu ry. Cu rrent ly, there cont i nues to be smal l in f luxes of Asian 
immig rants to the Un ited States every year, espec ia l ly  from the South-
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east Asian countr ies of Vietnam,  Thai land , Cambod ia  and Laos .3 The 

most recent arr ivals of  Asian Americans and Pacif ic I s landers a re those 
immigrants f rom the countr ies of  Cambod ia ,  Laos and V ietnam.  The 
recent g roups have more than 80% of the i r  popu lat ion fo re i gn  born . 
These data suggest that a lthough the As ian Amer ican popu lat ion is re la
t ively smal l ,  the i mportance of exam in i ng  issues such as cu ltu ra l  adap

tat ion and ethn ic  ident ity format ion is  qu ite obvious for  the mere fact that 
the As ian Americans '  p resence i n  th is  country is wel l  estab l ished and 
because these g roups are often overlooked i n  terms of psycholog ical  
and socia l  services mai n ly due to their  smal ler  n umbers and poore r  sk i l l s  
i n  Eng l i sh  and i n  adapt ing  to the i r  new cu ltu re .  H owever, there is  a 
s ign if icant d iffe rence between recent arr ivals and the estab l i shed As ian 
American popu lat ion .  There is  a lso a rea l  and mean ingfu l  d i fference 
between refugees who a re by def in it ion not vo l u ntary imm ig rants and 

immigrants on  whom the vast majo rity of the research  on  imm ig rat ion 
has been based .  

I n  th is part icu lar  study, L inco ln ,  Nebraska, an average-s ized mid
western c ity, was the locat ion of the research .  The re are about  3 , 000 
Vietnamese l iv i ng  in the area of L inco l n ,  Nebraska.4 Although  most are 
refugees and have been here less than th ree years ,  the resett lement of 
the L inco ln  Vietnamese has taken  p lace over a 1 5  yea r  per iod ,  so at any 
t ime there are a range of exper iences and attitudes in the commun ity. 
Some of the refugees that have been resett led here for the longest t ime 
now have ch i l d ren  beg i nn i ng  co l lege and who were born i n  the U n ited 
States .  However, the largest number of Vietnamese students in L inco ln  
schools were born i n  Vietnam .  

Th i s  paper is  based on  i nterviews with 1 0  sets o f  parents and  
10  Vietnamese col lege students conducted i n  1 993- 1 994. A l l  i nformants 
were i nterv iewed i nd iv idua l ly  us ing  an unst ructu red i nterv iew fo rmat 
based on a genera l ized i nte rview p rotocol  des igned to ascertai n  i nfor
mant v iews on school exper iences, both persona l  and eth n ic ident ity, 
and fam i ly  re lat ionsh ips .  I nterviews were extens ive and fo l low up  inter
v iews were often cond ucted to c larify o r  expand issues ra ised i n  i n it ia l  
i nterviews. I nfo rmants i nc luded long term res idents of the L inco l n  area, 
newer arr iva ls ,  students born and mostly raised i n  V ietnam,  and others 
born i n  the U n ited States or  imm ig rated when they were very you ng .  
F ind ings were d iscussed with Vietnamese p rominent  i n  t he  com m u n ity, 
off ic ia ls who work i n  socia l  services, and educators who spec ia l ize i n  
m ino rity school p rob lems.  Th is  study is  part of a n  ongo ing  study of 
Vietnamese parents and ch i l d re n  in L inco l n ,  Nebraska. The ongo ing  
study deals w i th  changes i n  ethn ic  ident ity and cons iders the various  
facto rs that may impact ethn ic  identity format ion and change among 
Vietnamese. The emphasis i s  on ch i ld ren  and schools but inc l udes other  
mechan isms and processes that i mpact ethn ic  ident ity. 
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Eth n i c  I dentity 

Ethn ic identity serves as an i mportant contri but i ng  facto r to the 

overa l l  re lat ionsh ip  between Vietnamese ch i l d ren and the i r  parents ,  not 

only because d i fferent concepts of ethn ic  identity can se rve as sources 
of conf l ict ,  but a lso because it can perform as a means for i nd iv idua ls  to 
feel  a sense of commonness and be long i ng  with others and in th is  way 
may p rovide a psycholog ical function .5 The featu res of th is  psycho log i 
cal  fu nct ion are that ethn ic  ident ity: 1 )  inc l udes the genera l  knowledge ,  
be l iefs ,  and expectat ions that a person has about  the i r ethn ic  g roup ,  2 )  
se rves a cogn it ive funct ion i n  that i t  offers an  i nfo rmat ion-process ing  
f ramework or  f i lter with i n  which one can i nterpret and perceive objects , 
s i tuat ions ,  events , and other peop le ,  and 3) functions as a foundat ion 
fo r a person 's  behavior. Furthe rmore ,  ethn ic  ident ity has been ident i f ied 
as p lay i ng  part icu larly sa l ient ro les in such psycholog ica l  processes as 
cu l tu ra l  adaptat ion and accu l turat ion ,6 generationa l  conf l icts with in  fami
l i es ,? and psycholog ical adj ustment and stress of  refugees.8 Conse
quent ly, ethn ic  identity is specif ica l ly i mportant to Asian imm ig rants,  be
cause As ians,  especial ly refugees, are the most recent arrivals to America 
and the i r  re lat ively low numbers and d ist i nct physical characterist ics that 
l i m i t  a lte rnative g roup membersh ip  demand so l idarity and ethn ic  iden
t i ty. In  add i t ion ,  the issue of  eth n ic  ident ity is  be l ieved to be an important 
facto r in the re lat ionsh ip between Asian Ame rican parents and the i r ch i l 
d re n .  From stud ies with col lege students and h i gh  school students9 the  
p rocess o f  ethn ic identity development is  a s i gn if icant factor i n  u nder
stand i ng  the se lf-esteem and adj ustment of m inority youth ,  which u lt i 
mate ly leads to increased understand ing  of  o ther  re lat ionsh ips i n  the i r  
l ives, i n  th is  case , the i r fami ly  members .  

Severa l  mode ls have been developed to  descr ibe the format ion 
of eth n ic  ident i ty. These i nc lude the Identity Format ion Mode l , 1 0 the 
M i no rity Identity Development Mode l , 1 1  and the Stages of  Ethn ic  Iden
t i ty. 1 2  I t  i s  noticeable how most of these models desc r ibe s im i la r, if not  
over lapp i n g ,  stages of  identity development .  

Identity Formation Model 

Accord ing  to Marc ia ,  1 3 ident ity format ion is the p rocess of com
b i n i ng  the mu lt ip le  selves that the i nd iv idua l  has developed for them
selves and fo rming a coherent whole self .  The main issue of ident ity for 
the i nd iv idua l  is to ach ieve some sort of interna l  cons istency. Based on 
E ri kson 's  theory of ego ident ity format io n ,  1 4  Marc ia formu lated the fou r  
E g o  Ident i ty Statuses:  1 )  identity d iffus ion ;  2 )  ident ity forec losu re ;  3) 
moratori u m ;  and 4) identity achievement .  Beg i nn i ng  with the f i rst sta
tus ,  identity d iffus ion is  the status of a pe rson who has ne i ther engaged 

in exp lor ing nor made a commitment to some form of ident ity area, such 
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as occupat ion , re l i g ion  or pol i t ical aff i l i at ion . Someone who has made at 

least some commitment to an area that may def ine  the i r  ident i ty but who 
has not gone on to exp lore the i r  ident ity and these areas is sa id to be in 
the fo rec losed status .  Hav ing  not made a commitment ,  b ut in the p ro
cess of exp lor ing is  known as the morato ri u m  status .  F ina l ly, a person 
who has made a f i rm commitment fo l lowi ng a pe riod of exp lorat ion is  
best descr ibed as one who has an ach ieved ident ity status .  Th is  theo
ret ical mode l  of ident ity format ion relates to eth n ic ident ity format ion in 
that it c losely t ies to the m inority person 's  exper iences with comm itment 
to an identity area as we l l  as the i r  explorat ion i nto these areas , i n  def i n 

i ng  the ro le  o f  eth n ic ity i n  the i r  l ives . 

M i nority Identity Development Model 

Asians f i t  the def i n it ion of d i fferent iated m inor ity because they 
receive d iffe rent ia l  and u nfa i r  treatment ,  not to ment ion exc lus ion  f rom 
certa in aspects o f  American l ife , due  to  the i r  physical and  cu l tu ra l  t raits. 1 5  

As such , the model  of M i no rity Ident i ty Deve lopment may appl icably 
descr ibe the fo rmat ion of Asian eth n ic ident ity. The model 's f i rst stage 
begins with one termed the Conform ity Stage.  This stage enta i l s  the 
adopt ion of cu l tu ra l  va l ues and l ifesty les of E u ro-Amer icans,  as we l l  as 
also hav ing the person ,  consc ious ly and u nconsc ious ly, degrade and 
den igrate the phys ical  and cu l tu ra l  characte rist ics of the i r own m inority 
g roup.  This was hypothes ized as i nd iv idua l  effo rts to try to e levate his or 
her personal status by ident i fy ing  with membe rs of the dominant g roup .  
Fo l lowing  the Confo rm ity Stage,  the second stage i n  wh ich Asian Amer i 
cans exper ience ambiva lent fee l i ngs about  both the dominant g roup and 
h is  or  her  own m i no rity g roup is ca l led the D issonance Stage.  Th is  am
b igu ity is  hypothes ized to be due to the i nfo rmat ion and exper iences 
that i nd iv idua ls have encounte red that may be incons istent with the i r  
p revious ly accepted domi nant g roup val ues a n d  be l iefs caus i ng  t h e m  to 
quest ion the i r  asp i rat ion of membersh ip  i n  the dominant g roup .  In the 

th i rd stage of M inority Ident ity Development ,  m inori t ies tota l ly reject the 
dominant g roup and exc lus ively embrace the i r  own m inority cu ltu re .  Th is  
stage is known as the Res istance and Immers ion Stage.  The i nd iv idu
als show unquest ion i ng  acceptance of  the i r  g roup 's  cu l tu ra l  va lues and 
beg in  to q uest ion why they exper ienced shamefu l  fee l i ngs  about who 
they are .  The m ino rity deve lops a g reat deal  of ident i f icat ion with and 
commitment to other  members of h is  o r  her  m i nority g roup  as wel l  as an 

interest i n  exp lor ing  h is o r  her  cu l tu re and h isto ry. At the fou rth stage of 
I nt rospect ion ,  i nd iv idua ls  fee l  suff ic ient ly secu re about the i r  identity to 
begin to quest ion the i r  p rev ious ly he ld  strong be l iefs . M i no ri t ies wi l l  ho ld 
secure i nd iv idua l  ident i t ies as members of m inori t ies but  a lso recogn i ze 
some posit ive e le ments i n  the dominant cu ltu re .  The f ifth and f i na l  stage 
fo r m i nor i t ies i n  deve lop ing  ethn ic  ident ity is the Syne rget ic A rt icu lat ion  
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and Awareness Stage .  I n  th is  stage,  they accept o r  reject the cu ltu ra l  

values of the dominant and m inorit ies g roups on an objective bas is  and 

have a fee l i ng  of self-worth and i nd iv idua l ity. 

Stages of Eth n i c  Identity 

S im i la r  to the M i nority Ident i ty Development Model  of Atki nson 
et a I . ,  Ph i n ney suggested a three stage movement toward identity fo r
mat i o n .  P h i n ney 's  p roposed stages i n c l u d e  the  p e r iods f rom a n  
unexami ned ethn ic identity, through a period o f  explorat ion , t o  a n  achieved 
or committed ethn ic  ident ity. I n  the f i rst stage of unexami ned eth n ic  
ident ity, Ph in ney hypothes ized that younger  adolescents, and maybe 
also some adu lts who experience th is  stage ,  have not had normal ethn ic  
g roup exper iences.  The  resu lt may be that i nd iv idua ls cou ld  show a 
prefe rence for the domi nant cu ltu re . 1 6  I n  the second stage of exp lora
t ion ,  the person beg ins to d iscover his o r  her own eth n ic ity. This second 
stage is s i m i la r  to  the morato ri u m  status described by Marc ia 1 7  i n  the 
model for ident ity format ion .  However, th is  stage descr ibes a more i n 
tense process o f  vo l untary immers ion i n  one 's own cu l ture through var i
ous act iv i t ies ,  such as read ing  and learn i ng  about one's cu l ture .  In ad
d i t ion ,  i nd iv idua ls may also expe rience reject ion of the va lues of the 
dominant cu ltu re .  Th is  suggests that as a resu l t  of  the p rocess of  ethn ic  
ident ity format ion , people can come to a deeper  understand ing  and ap
preciat ion of  the i r  own ethn ic ity, wh ich is  descr ibed i n  Ph i nney's th i rd 
stage of committed ethn ic  ident ity, and they also experience ethn ic  iden
t i ty  ach ievement o r  i nternal izat ion .  

Models developed to  exp la in  ethn ic  ident ity format ion are usu 
a l ly formu lated specif ic to  one ethn ic  g roup ,  usua l l y  one with a c learly 
def ined identity in  the American context . These models wi l l  have d iffe r
i ng  degrees of re levance to i nd iv idua l  Vietnamese who i nc lude both im
m ig rants and refugees,  and the i r  ch i l d ren .  Th is  i s  part icu larly the case 
in fam i l ies whose ch i ld ren have d i ffe rent experiences based upon p lace 
of b i rth and number of years res ident in V ietnam.  

Cu ltural Di lemmas 

At some point in the context of the i r schoo l i ng ,  Vietnamese ch i l 
d ren must make the cho ice whether  they w i l l  mainta i n st rong cu l tura l  
behav ior  and norms i n  the face of peer p ressure or  confo rm to the ex
pressed cu l tural system of the i r  American peers and face poss ible fam
i ly  d isapprova l .  Th is  is  s imi lar  to the stage of Marc ia 's Identity Format ion 
Mode l ,  known as the morato r i um stage,  the second stage of the M i nority 
Identity Development Model of d issonance, and a lso Ph i nney's second 
stage of ethn ic  ident i ty. At th is  stage it is  a d iff icu lt cho ice to make be
tween fami ly  and peer expectat ions ,  and one that fo rces ch i ld ren to make 
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determinat ions of cu l tura l  val ue  and p reference. Factors that seem to 
affect the decis ion are the i nd iv idua l 's  age at the po int  of t rans i t ion f rom 

one cu l ture to the other, the number o f  Vietnamese i n  the commun ity 
and school and the po int  at wh ich the ident ity choice must be made. 

This can be exace rbated by dominant g roup percept ions of V iet
namese. For some t ime there has been a percept ion that the Vietnam
ese,  l i ke othe r Asian g roups ,  a re a " model m inority. " However, research  

in  Nebraska and other  p laces 1 8  i nd icates that , a l though there is  a large  
number o f  Vietnamese students who  have very successfu l  academic 
records and go on to u n ivers i t ies ,  there is a lso a s i gn i f icant n umber who 
do not have g reat academic s uccess. Recent ly it has become c lear that 
many d isaffected Vietnamese ch i l d ren  are runn ing  away 1 9  or  becoming  
invo lved in  gangs .20 There i s  evidence in the emerg i ng  l iteratu re of the 
American exper ience of V ietnamese immig rants that there i s  a d istu rb
i ng  maladjustment among Vietnamese adolescents.2 1  Perhaps, for the 
Vietnamese adolescent ,  the i r  maladjustment may be due to the exp lora
t ion and stag nat ion they are exper ienc ing  in the beg i n n i ngs  of ethn ic  
ident ity development .  

Vietnamese Adolescents and Fam i ly Values 

The Vietnamese fam i ly i s  characte rized by a pat r i l i neal  and pa
tr i archal  structu re ,  wi th ext reme centra l ity and poo l i n g  of resources 
through a h i gh ly d isc ip l i ned extended fami ly  system .22 V ietnamese de
scr ibe themse lves as hardworki ng and industrious ,  with a re lentless d rive 
to be successfu l .23 Core va l ues i nc lude f i l i a l  p iety, mutua l  ob l i gat ion to 
fam i ly, pol i teness,  modesty and hum i l ity. Pr imary respons ib i l ity is to the 
fami ly l i neage: fam i ly i nte rests should be put befo re persona l  i nte rests . 

L ike other Southeast As ian g roups, Vietnamese a l low very young 
ch i ldren considerable f reedom i n  behavior. However, after ch i l d ren reach 
the age when they beg in  to understand abstract concepts and commu
n icate free ly, parents often i mpose a strict standard fo r  behav ior. 

Adolescents are expected to fu l f i l l  the i r  respons ib i l i t ies 
to fami ly and fami ly  l i neage.  With the onset of adoles
cence, g i r ls  are expected to man ifest modesty, obed i 
ence,  chast ity. Boys a re expected t o  exh ib i t  adu l t  male 
behav ior. Fami ly  members are expected to share in  
household tasks to the extent of the i r  ab i l i t ies . 

Of cou rse th is  is an area of content ion for Vietnamese ch i l d ren  ra ised i n  
America. 

Adolescents i n  Vietnam have had l itt le  choice in mora l  
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val ues. Tradit ional ly, cu l ture and society have re i nforced 
the moral ity taught in the fam i ly. However V ietnamese 
coming to this country often f ind  that the i r  t rad i t ional  

fam i ly val ues are i nconsistent with those in Amer ican 
society.24 

The autonomy and i ndependence of American youth confl ict with 

Vietnamese cu l tural val ues.  The strong in f luence of Confucian ism on 

V ietnamese society and its emphas is  on  ob l igat ion and h ie rarchy con

t rast with the ind iv idua l ism that is  a p redom inate characte r ist ic of Amer i 

can society.25 I n  Vietnam,  parents usual ly have major  ro le i n  o r  abso

l ute control of the decisions of adolescents. As one student exp la ined to 

us, "V ietnamese kids are expected to obey the i r  parents in every way. " 

However, more and more Vietnamese adolescents are refus ing gu id 

ance f rom parents or  making dec is ions without parental advice. 2"6 Fo l 

lowing  the ethn ic ident ity mode ls ,  part of the i r  research fo r an identity in  

a newly adopted setti ng ,  such as the U . S . ,  there poses much conf l ict in  

what the ado lescents v iew as bei ng  "American " and what they v iew as 

"V ietnamese. " 

Confl icts 

The confl ict is most c learly evidenced in the p ractice of strong 
pee r ident if icat ion i n  American ch i l d ren versus the "g reater emphas is  on 
ach iev ing one's identity and sense of worth th rough c lose re lat ionsh ips 
with fami ly  adu lts and be ing a member of  an estab l ished l i neage and 
extended-fami ly  system

,,27 fo r Vietnamese. V ietnamese t rad it ions p ro
mote fam i ly cooperat ion .  The dynamics of the Vietnamese fam i ly h inder  
the development and express ion o f  the k ind of i nd iv idua l ism that Amer i 
cans see as approp riate . 

V i rtua l ly a l l  Vietnamese parents i nterv iewed rec ited the same 
l i tany of exped iency: the most important th ing for ch i l d ren  is  to learn 
Eng l ish  and pe rform we l l  in schoo l .  School performance w i l l  i nsu re ca
ree r  t rack ing that wi l l  resu lt in success ,  in th is  case def ined as the accu
mu lat ion of capita l ,  acqu is it ion of mate r ia l  goods and r ise i n  status for 
the fam i ly.28 Anyth ing  that was not re lated to th is  was cons idered to 
have l itt le  or  no importance. As one Vietnamese u n ive rs ity student ex
p la ined ,  "A l l  they want us to do is stay home and h it the books . "  Many 
V ietnamese parents v iew educat ion as the i r  ch i l d ren 's  pr ime sou rce for 
success and ach ievement i n  Ame rica and fear that soc ia l iz ing and dat
i ng  cou ld possib ly take away f rom the i r  stud ies .29 As one father ex
p la i ned , " I  want my son to do on ly what is  i mportant .  Not waste t ime 

with f r iends every even ing . "  The concept of "dat i ng "  was a part icu lar  
point  of content ion . When descr i b i ng  what her  parents'  v iews on dat ing  

were ,  a student sa id  that they to ld  her, " no dat i ng  u nt i l  f i n i sh ing  schoo l .  
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And no dat i ng  non -Vietnamese, ever. " A female Vietnamese g raduate 
student exp la ined that her  parents , a l though  re lat ively s uccessfu l  and 
both with post-secondary educat ions ,  felt very strong ly  about her  p lans 
fo r a marr iage partner. I t  was we l l  known i n  the commun ity that they had 
d i rected her  to choose a Vietnamese male as a p rospective marr iage 

partner. Fo r this reason ,  even though she was dati ng  and p lanned to 
marry a European Ame rican , she attended Vietnamese funct ions with a 
V ietnamese male f r iend .  " I  am not yet i n  a pos i t ion to confront them with 
my futu re p lans .  The d i ff icu lty i s  that I can't  f i nd a Vietnamese man with 
a un iversity education . "  Another student repeatedly mentioned h is father's 
be l iefs on educat ion and the potent ia l  for conf l ict . 

He rea l ly stresses ed ucat ion .  He hears I 've been dat
i ng ,  but he wants me to only have fr iends .  I don 't t h i nk  
he can  ask  that .  I have to  do what I want .  I don 't th i nk  
he understands i t .  He w i l l  never accept i t .  

Control o f  ch i l d ren and the effects o f  the i r  behavior is  cons idered the  
respons ib i l i ty o f  the fam i ly. U ndes i rable behavior ref lects negative ly upon 
the ent i re fam i ly. Most parents do not p ressu re schools and teachers to 
cooperate i n  the i r  def in i t ion of success. U n l i ke other  longer res ident 
American m ino rity parents , the Vietnamese want to avo id exp ress ion of 
d isagreement with pub l ic  off ic ia ls .  

My ch i l d ren are supposed to go to schoo l  and learn . In  
th is  way they can get  a good job o r  even go to the 
un iversity and learn a career. Anyth i ng  that gets i n  the 
way of  th is  is  not good . I don ' t  want t roub le  i n  schoo l .  I t  
is better if we are left a lone .  Then my ch i l d ren  can de
vote the i r  t ime and attent ion to the i r  stud ies .30 

The idea of the cu l tu ral and socia l  va lue  of educat ion makes 
l i tt le  sense to these parents .  For example , to nearly  every parent inter
v iewed,  the idea of "mu lt icu l tu ra l i sm"  was cons idered u n i mportant .  The 
majority were not even fam i l i a r  with the concept even though  i t  had been 
the subject of heated local publ ic debate fo r some t ime.  As one pare nt 
exp la i ned , 

We Vietnamese are homogeneous.  We don 't d iscr im i 
nate bu t  we don 't m ix  e i ther. We don 't m ind  those oth
e rs .  I work with them and they are my fr iends.  But they 
don 't have anyth i ng  to do with ou r  l i ves .  

Perhaps iso lat ion and unobtrus iveness are s u rvival tact ics for a group 
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that has been long penal ized for any express ion of d iffe rence.  " U nder  

the commun ists you aren ' t  supposed to be d i fferent ,  u ncooperat ive .  We 
don 't want to cause t roub le . ' ,3 1  Avo idance of i nvo lvement leads to com
m u n ity i so lat ion which extends to not i nvolv ing  schools i n  fam i ly o r  home 
p roblems. As one Vietnamese commun ity leader exp la i ned to us ,  "school 
i s  not able to handle their prob lems.  We must take care of th ings  ou r
selves . Parents are confused , don ' t  understand ,  o r  even d isapprove of 
what goes on  i n  the schoo l ,  but parents are very hes itant to compla in  to 
teachers . "  

Cross-cu l tural p roblems for both parents and ch i l d ren c rop u p  
a s  a resu lt o f  the emphasis on unobtrus iveness early o n  i n  resett lement .  
Parents recogn ize that success for ch i l d ren  w i l l  depend on how we l l  
they "f i t  i n . "  I n it ia l ly, imm ig rant parents cooperate f u l l y  i n  t h e  "Amer ican
izat ion"  of the i r ch i ld ren .  "We want them to be Amer ican .  We encou r
age i t .  After a l l ,  we are i n  Amer ica . , ,32 The i n i t ia l  goal , to "f i t  i n , "  is soon 
mi t igated by a g rowing understand i ng  of the d i ffe rences between V iet
namese and Ame rican cu l ture ,33 and the effect of  American cu l ture on  
the i r  ch i l d re n .  

New arr ivals are very enthus iast ic .  But after a whi le 
they see the l ife here is very d i ffe rent .  They recogn ize 
that act iv i t ies are not commun ity based . They see that 
Americans are often iso lated and that Vietnamese who 
are "too American " may d istance themse lves from the 
commun ity. 34 

Another  d iff icu lty is i n  the d isc ip l i ne  p ract ices.  "Ch i l d ren are l i ke 
bamboo. Without control it w i l l  g row any which way. You must b ind it up  
unt i l  i t  g row tal l .  On ly  then  w i l l  i t  be stra ight and good . , ,35 V ietnamese 
are not used to ch i l d ren who are uncoope rative , d i s respectfu l  or d isobe
dient .  Many parents are conce rned with what they consider to be lax 
d isci p l i ne  i n  school and be l ieve that it has resu lted i n  a lack of respect 
fo r parents.36 They bel ieve ch i l d ren need str ict d isc ip l i ne  to become 
respons ib le  adu lts. The prefe rred pun ishment i s  corpora l .  " I  spank them 
when they real ly do ve ry bad th ings- impol iteness,  f ight i ng ,  be i ng  too 
stubborn and so on . , ,37 I t  i s  a common joke among Vietnamese, wh ich 
we heard several t i mes i n  a variety of  setti ngs ,  that they a re af ra id that i f  
they pun ish  the i r  ch i l d ren  i n  a t rad i t ional  manner, the ch i l d ren wi l l  ca l l  
emergency 9 1 1 to report the i r  parents to the pol ice .  Parents are a lso 
qu ick  to po int out that th is  i s  what ch i l d ren have been taught i n  schoo l .  I t  
is c lear  that  many Vietnamese do not  understand the school 's need to  
" i nterfere" i n  fami ly  re lat ionsh ips .  

For parents whose ch i l d ren are born i n  the U n ited States or  
attended most  of  the i r  schoo l i ng  here ,  prob lems often beg i n  to appear 
around the t ime of adolescence, when Vietnamese ch i ld ren are expected 
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to beg i n  to adopt the ro les of adu lts .  

Okay there is  some b reakdown in the fami ly. Kids are 

g rowing and becom ing  Amer ican .  They want to date. 
They want to go out. Th is  idea never  existed in V iet
nam. So the k ids can not to lerate th is .  And they don 't 
l i ke to be to ld- anyth i ng ,  part icu larly to stay home. 38 

Even the best behaved and properly encu ltu rated students a re 
subject to att i tud ina l  d iffe rences that are emphas ized i n  schoo l .  I nd i 
v idua l ism and  i nd iv idua l i zed persona l  g rowth as  expressed i n  American 
cu l ture are not fam i l i a r  characte r ist ics to V ietnamese parents. 

I want to p lease my parents but they j ust don't see th i ngs 
the way that  I do .  I got i nterested i n  art i n  schoo l .  My 
father wanted me to be a docto r. So now I am at the 
un ivers ity and I am tak i ng  pre-med cou rses, but  a lso a rt 

cou rses . I haven 't to ld them I ' m  not go ing to be a doc
to r. I t  was the same th i ng  with mus ic .  I told my mother  
I wanted to study mus ic  when I was i n  h igh  schoo l .  She 
asked me to p lay the p iano .  I was afra id to te l l  her, but 
I d idn 't want to p lay the p iano.  Al l I wanted to do was 
p lay the saxophone . 39 

We found some evidence of th i s  conf l ict in eve ry household we i nte r
v iewed . However, i t was not a lways apparent to an outs ider. V ietnam
ese students who a re o lder when they arrive , seem to have the best 
record of success.  They e i ther  go  on  i n  school or go to work and con
tr ibute to fam i ly  household costs , t u rn i ng  over paychecks to male heads
of-households.  Vietnamese who were younger  when they arr ived , par
t icu lar ly males,  often have out rig ht conf l icts with parents over such mat
ters as spend ing  money, assoc iat i ng  with less des i rable f r iends ,  and 
stay ing away from home too much,  often spend ing  n i g hts with f r iends.  
This f ind ing has been rein fo rced by the recent int roduction of As ian gangs 
i nto the commun ity. The gangs a re composed mostly of d i senfranch ised 
and d issatisf ied males . 

Eth n i c ity and the D ifficult ies in Schools 

Choice of aff i l iat ion and ident ity fo rmat ion can also be i nf l uenced 
by the dynamics of g roup in teract ion in schoo ls .  Th is  may be beyond  
the  contro l  o f  t he  students themselves.  I f  there are very few Vietnam
ese i n  the schoo l ,  ch i l d ren  might  sudden ly f ind themse lves d isenfran
ch ised from the majo rity when ethn ic d i ffe rences beg i n  to be rea l i zed by 
other students . I f  there i s  a larger  g roup of Vietnamese,  they may f i nd  
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themselves re legated to "be ing Vietnamese , "  regard less of the i r identity 
p refe rences.  In some school exper iences,  part icu lar ly when there are 
no  other  As ians p resent,  the issue m ight not arise at a l l .  As i n  the case 
of some Vietnamese students , the quest ion of ethn ic ident ity did not 
arise unt i l  they arr ived at the u n ive rs i ty. West H i gh  School (a pseud
onym) i s  in a t rad i t ional  Eu ropean-American b l ue-co l la r  ne ighborhood . 
U p  u nt i l  a few years ago, m inority students had tended to choose to go 
to other  h i gh  schools were there were more m inority students. Acco rd
ing to loca l  schoo l  d ist r ict po l icy, because of low representat ion of m i 
nori t ies,  West H igh  School was encouraged to take measures to increase 
i ts numbe r  of m ino rity students. The resu lt was a d ramat ic in f lux of 
V ietnamese students.  Al though there had been a few Vietnamese stu 
dents p rev ious ly, they had e i ther  f i t  i nto the student body or  re mained on 
the marg i ns  of schoo l  l ife and act iv i t ies and been large ly ignored . 

The i ncreased number of Vietnamese, many of them immigrants, 
resu lted in g reater v iab i l ity of Vietnamese cu l ture .  V ietnamese students 
tended to soc ia l ize together and , most te l l i ng ly, spoke Vietnamese i n  
socia l  contexts . Th is  created tens ion ,  part icu lar ly among those ch i l d ren  
who we re not fam i l iar  with schoo l i ng  i n  cross-cu ltu ra l  contexts , a very 
common i nstance i n  Nebraska. The tens ion reached a cr is is  poi nt over 
the use of V ietnamese language i n  schoo l .  Some students fe lt that the 
V ietnamese students were be i ng  "exc lus ive" and not t ry i ng  to "f i t  i n "  
because they tended t o  stay together, part icu lar ly i n  t h e  l unch room,  and 
speak V ietnamese. One wh ite male student objected to a V ietnamese 
student whom he said was "star i ng "  and "sm i l i ng "  at h im .  This was 
c lear ly a cross-cu l tural miscue.  In V ietnam,  the sm i le  can mean anx iety, 
anger, fea r, embarrassment and even d i sagreement .  It is a pub l ic  face 
to cope with a l l  d iff icu lt c i rcu mstances. 

The resu ltant tens ion led to ep i thets be i ng  pai nted on  school 
wal l s  and a ser ies of i nc idents of name cal l i n g .  The pr inc ipa l , c lear ly 
shaken by the events,  t ightened secu rity, i nst i tuted a d ress code and 
p roh ib ited g roups that had the "appearance of gangs . "  These mea
s u res app l i ed to the Vietnamese students as we l l  as the g roups who 
th reatened them. The resu l t  was that soc ia l  i nteract ions of g roups of 
V ietnamese students and other m ino rity students were d iscouraged. One 
V ietnamese student said ,  "These th ings  are rea l ly j ust to make us be 
l i ke them. " 

Th is  s i tuat ion has had several repercuss ions .  At West H igh ,  
V ietnamese students are no longer  f ree to  choose between an ident ity 
based on Vietnamese cu ltu re or ass im i lat ing  i nto American cul ture .  Those 
American students who f ind Vietnamese cu l ture unattract ive have po
la rized the V ietnamese and classif ied al l  students of Vietnamese or ig i n  
as ,  accord i ng  to  several teachers ,  "ch i n ks . "  I n  t h i s  type o f  s i tuat ion ,  i t  
may be  d iff i cu lt t o  be successfu l .  S i n40 found that refugee students 
who are able to reta in  some of the i r  nat ive, home cu ltu ra l  val ues,  wh i le  
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also learn ing  to b lend i nto the mainst ream cu ltu re ,  record h igher  aca

demic ach ievement in schoo l .  Such students have a com mitment to 
academic ach ievement ,  a strong sense of se lf-esteem and a c lear eth
n ic  self-concept. However, Vietnamese students do not  a lways f i t  th is  

p rof i le .  

Lincoln Vietnamese and their Com m u n ity 

Although l umped i nto a generic category by outs iders ,  the L in 
coln Vietnamese commun ity is  not homogeneous.  There are many d if
ferences among Vietnamese inc lud ing  such th ings  as re l i g ion ,  aff i l iat ion 
i n  Vietnam, p lace of o rig i n ,  occupat ion ,  exper ience and socia l  status .  
S ince fam i ly is so i mportant ,  fami ly  p rob lems are not read i ly d i scussed 
outside the i mmed iate fam i ly. However, some support fo r commun ity 
problems is offe red to Vietnamese th rough a variety of soc ia l  and re l i 
g ious  g roups.  V i rtua l ly  a l l  Vietnamese be long  to  one o r  more o f  these 
g roup ings ,  which may inc lude ,  among others ,  the Catho l ic  church ,  a 
variety of Protestant g roups,  a B uddh ist temple and veterans of the Army 
of the Republ ic of Vietnam (ARVN) .  Such o rgan izat ions c la im that p rob
lems with the commun ity a re caused by outs iders ,  part icu lar ly those 
d isenfranchised f rom g roup membersh ip  by l ife expe r iences, wart ime 
aff i l iat ion , ethn ic ity, marr iage o r  " immora l "  o r  soc ia l ly i nappropr iate be
havior. Fo r example ,  many Vietnamese i n  L inco ln  be long to the Catho
l ic church ,  which p rovides support but also describes mora l ity and p re
scr ibes behav ior. 

I n  one case a Vietnamese teenager  was caught shop l i ft i ng .  The 
manager  of the sto re took him i nto h is  off ice and to ld h im he was go ing 
to cal l h is  parents .  I n  most  c i rcumstances the p refe rence would be to 
cal l  parents over the po l ice .  However, the Vietnamese boy d rew a g u n  
a n d  escaped f rom t h e  sto re .  He was late r arrested b y  t h e  po l ice .  H e  
explai ned that when h e  real ized that h is  shopl i ft i ng  wou ld cause h i s  fami ly 
embarrassment ,  he cou ld th ink of noth ing  except to run  away. As h is 
mother  exp la i ned , he "d id  not want to have h is  father  f i nd  out .  He d id  
not  want to shame my fam i ly. "  

Commonly b roken o r  weak fam i l ies a re b lamed fo r many p rob
lems i n  the Vietnamese commun ity. To t rad i t ional  Vietnamese, not hav
i ng  a fami ly is unth i nkab le .4 1  "The wo rst th i ng  that can happen to a 
Vietnamese is to embarrass o r  lose h i s  fam i ly. Without fam i l y  you a re 

no one . ,,42 

I f  you look at any of the p rob lems of Vietnamese ch i l 
d ren ,  they are a l l  re lated to one th i ng :  b roken  fam i l i es .  
E i ther the ch i l d  comes f rom an  u nmarr ied mother, i s  an 
adopted ch i l d  f rom a f i rst marr iage o r  i s  adopted be
cause there are no pare nts .  These are the p rob lem 
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ch i l d ren .  V ietnamese do not make good step-ch i l d ren 
or  step-parents. Nobody is happy with these ch i ld ren .43 

Such ch i ld ren  are ment ioned as an embarrassment to the commun ity. 
One V ietnamese mother referred to these ch i l d ren as "dust ch i ld ren . "  
They have n o  o n e  and n o  p lace t o  cal l  home,  they have n o  value o r  
stab i l i ty. Another  parent said that most of such troublesome ch i l d ren  
come f rom Cal i forn ia .  I n  fact , i t is commonp lace to  b lame L i nco ln  youth 
t rou b les to outs iders .  

They  rea l ly  are t roub le .  I don 't l i ke them here. I wish 
that they wou ld stay i n  Cal ifo rn ia .  Ch i l d ren f rom broken 
homes a re a bad i nf luence on other  ch i l d ren .  They loaf 
around and don 't do anyth i ng .  And they ask other  ch i l 
d ren  f rom good homes to jo in  them .44 

One p rimary school g i rl l i v ing  with on ly her  mother fits th is  c las
s if icat ion .  I t  i s  u nclear why the mother  i s  a lone ,  but  the chi ld has no 
status or  stand ing  i n  the commun ity. Acco rd i ng  to her teacher, she is  
u nable to make f r iends wi th  any other  ch i l d ren .  For her b i rthday, she 
was on ly  able to i nvite her  teachers to her  party, most of  whom chose 
not to go. Says her  teacher, "she i s  so sad and alone. I wish I cou ld  do 
someth i ng ,  but I don 't real ly see how. She is  V ietnamese th rough and 
th rough .  B ut she has no t ies to that commun ity. " 

Students and Eth n i c  Identity 

Another  g roup,  now just arr iv ing at the u n ivers i ty, are those Viet
namese who have been raised Amer ican .  They often have res isted the 
" i m m i g rant cu ltu re"  of the i r  parents , choos ing  to th i nk  of themselves as 
"average Ame ricans . "  I nevitably as they prog ress th rough the school 
system ,  i t  becomes c lear that they wi l l  be denied this ident ity opt ion .  As 
peer g roups beg i n  to form,  V ietnamese often become "d i ffe rent . "  Th is  is 
a part icu lar  hardsh ip  on ch i ld ren who have g rown up with the i l l us ion of 
"sameness . "  

A t  some po in t  m inority ch i l d ren must choose some other  iden
t i ty opt ion which is  often exc lus ive i n  natu re .  F ind ing majo rity ident i ty 
den ied to them,  these students may concentrate on school academic 
performance,  o r  d rop out of  the system a ltogether. I n  interv iewing Viet
namese students attend ing the un ivers ity we found that many success
ful students had created a hybr id ident ity, b lend i ng  social norms from 
both American and Vietnamese cu l ture .  Of part icu lar  note, the students 
i nte rv iewed shared the i r  parents' v iews of approp riate mates,  by ap
peari ng  to hold on to the t rad i t ional  val ues of looki ng  for compan ions 
who we re with in  the i r  own cu l ture .  Said one female un ivers ity student: 
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" I want to marry a Vietnamese guy. We wou ld  have cu l tu ra l  understand

ing ,  a bas ic understa,ld ing  of each other. " 
Another  female student re lated , "When I was younger, I wasn ' t  

i n  much contact with Vietnamese g uys so I i mag ined mysel f  marry ing  an 
American . Now my cho ices have broadened . I ' d  rather  marry a Viet
namese guy." In  a combi nat ion of t rad i t ional  V ietnamese and American 
views, a Vietnamese male student descr ibed the g i r l he m ight "date , "  
"Preferably a Vietnamese g i r l fr iend .  Before i t  was American .  I t ' s  bette r 
fo r me and my fam i ly. She 'd he lp  me learn Vietnamese, the cu l tu re ." Fo r 
these students,  cu l tu ra l  cont i n u ity has become qu ite important ,  not i n  
terms o f  reject i ng  Ame rican cu ltu re ,  bu t  rather p reserv ing  eth n ic  ident ity 
and ,  as one student exp la i ned , "honor ing my ancesto rs . "  Cons istent 
with our f i nd ings  of marr iage views , students showed an increased ap
preciat ion for the i r  cu l tu re and heritage ,  even though some stud ies have 
repo rted that Vietnamese-American youth have exh ib ited less i nte rest 
in the i r  t rad i t ions and va lues as compared to the i r parents and e lders .  
Th is  is often i n  sp ite of  tendencies they had evidenced i n  ear ly  adoles
cence to reject t rad i t iona l  V ietnamese cu l tura l  val ues .  

I speak most ly Eng l ish  with my cous ins ,  but recent ly 
[have been] speaki ng  more Vietnamese. When I came 
to L inco l n ,  I wasn 't th i nk ing  about my t rad it ions .  Here ,  I 
i nte ract with more Vietnamese; they speak bette r. I t  
makes me feel bad , embarrassed. I don ' t  want to lose 
the language.  Makes me feel left out .  Makes me th i nk  
about my  values .46Fr iends who  are not Vietnamese, 
wou ld  ask me about my cu l ture and I fe lt  bad about no 
knowing . [Th is  change to know more about my cu ltu re] 
wou ld  not have happened if  I were work ing ,  i f  I wasn 't i n  
schoo l .  I t  has a lot t o  do with t h e  un ive rs i ty. He re ,  the 
sett i ng  makes you ask more q uestions .47 

The re are i mp l icat ions that th is  apprec iat ion for cu ltu re and he ritage is  a 
funct ion of establ i sh i ng  sel f - ident ity. The t ime,  p lace and c i rcumstances 
of the complet ion of adu l t  ident ity format ion vary among the students .  
Also, these students'  connect ions with the i r  V ietnamese heritage a re 
dependent u pon exper iences i n  the school setti ng ,  espec ia l ly when i t  
resu lts i n  an exami nat ion of eth n ic ident i ty, often i n  terms of a persona l  
o r  fam i ly cr is is .  

Conclusions 

As th is  paper has p resented , the issues impacti ng  Vietnamese 
eth n ic  identity format ion are b road and mu lt i -d imens iona l .  I t  i s  not s u r
pr is ing that there are othe r components to the format ion of ident i ty that 
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have not been extens ively exp lored .  We have attempted to descr ibe 
some of the issues concern ing  ethn ic  identity format ion ,  i nc lud ing  the 
man ifestat ion of problems concern ing  ethn ic  identity and its effects , both 

posit ive and negat ive on ch i ld ren 's  cu l tu ral  val ues.  These cu l tural val

ues, specif ical ly the val ues i nherent in Amer ican educat ion ,  are strong ly  
affected by the development of  eth n ic ident i ty. 

V ietnamese i n  L i ncoln ,  Nebraska seem to w i l l i ng ly i nhabi t  the 
f r inges of the debate concern ing  the value of ed ucat ion .  They have 
estab l i shed an enclave as a no rmative reference g roup48 which sets 
standards ,  offe rs gu idance and pol ices behav ior. They leave the deci 
s ions on cu rr icu lar  inc lus ion and educat ion goals to others .  For Viet
namese parents,  the social  value  of educat ion is  not a h igh pr io rity. To 
them,  the b roader  pu rpose of educat ion is  to fu rther  the i nterests of the 
fam i ly. As an i ntegral  and contr ibut ing  member of a fam i ly, each ch i ld  
has respons ib i l i ty to support the we lfare and status of  the fam i ly. I nd i 
v idua l  exce l lence is  rewarded when it contr ibutes to these goals .  I nd i 
v idua l i sm and  se lf-express ion are to lerated on ly  i n  context o f  ach ievi ng  
these goals .  When such personal attr ibutes go beyond or  conf l ict with 
fami ly we l l -be ing they are d iscouraged and devalued . 

U n l i ke other  p redomi nant ly E u ropean m ig rant g roups to the 
U n ited States, status and ident ity are anchored sole ly to the fam i ly. I f  
V ietnamese w ish  to mai nta in  membersh ip  i n  the V ietnamese commu
n ity i t  i s  on ly poss i b le th rough membersh ip  i n  a fam i ly. S ing le  Vietnam
ese who are u nable to locate extended fami ly w i l l  seek honorary aff i l ia
t ion  with an exist i ng  fami ly  through i nfo rmal adopt ion .  No Vietnamese 
wi l l  w i l l i ng ly  exc lude themse lves f rom fami ly  membersh ip .  The strength 
and importance of th is  t ie  can not be overstated .  Vietnamese students 
must cope with the demands to be Ame rican and the constrai nts of t ra
d i t ional Vietnamese cu l ture .  The i nevitable resu l t  is  the beg i nn i ng  of a 
hybr id cu ltu re49 which both complements and conf l icts with t rad i t ional  
Vietnamese cu l ture .  As ch i ld ren p rogress to ad u lthood they become 
more cog n izant of  the i r  p lace i n  the larger commun ity. Ofte n th is  i n 
c l udes be i ng  members o f  t he  Vietnamese commun ity and  i nteg rat i ng  
i nto the non-Vietnamese commun ity. For the i r  parents ,  commun ity p ro
vides a safety net of protect ion and support .  I t  i nf luences act iv i t ies and 
he lps to i nterp ret the mean i ngs and act iv i t ies of the host cu l ture .  50 I n  
contrast, t h i s  commun ity can b e  a bu rden t o  ch i ld ren ,  c reat ing  conf l ict 
between new and o ld cu l ture .  The respons ib i l ity of membersh ip  i s  con
formity to cu ltu ral norms of the imm ig rant g roup :  no diff icu lty to parents, 
often a hardsh ip  for the i r  ch i l d ren .  School p rovides the nexus for an 
emerg i ng  cu l tural  ident i ty. The c i rcumstances and the school  w i l l  l i m i t  
the identity choices and fo rce a dec is ion from the student .  In some 
cases,  part icu lar ly i n  schools where there are no other  Asians,  the op
portun ity to "pass" as a member of the majo rity g roup is ava i lable to the 
student .  In th is  case the dec is ion of ident ity may be defe rred or  ignored . 
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I n  other  cases there may be a choice between be ing As ian and be ing 
American or non-As ian .  I n  L inco ln ,  Nebraska, Vietnamese students must 
cope with be ing  "As ian , "  c learly and i nexorably d iffe rent ,  often in sp ite of 
the fact that th is was not an issue i n  earl i e r  g rades of pr imary school .  
Th is often resu lts i n  marg i nal i z i ng  them i nto an i nvo luntary Asian iden
t ity which emerges as a hybr id izat ion  of American , Vietnamese and even 
general ized Asian cu l ture .  From th is  cu ltu ra l  adapt ion confl icts emerge 

i n  the  fam i ly and i n  both the Vietnamese and non-Vietnamese commu
n it ies.  Together, the exam inat ion of ethn ic ident ity and i ts  effects on  the 
educat ion of  a l l  youth shou ld  be cons idered carefu l ly. This project w i l l  
cont inue in  the futu re to examine emerg i ng  issues i n  Vietnamese iden
t ity fo rmat ion and track change with i n  the Vietnamese commun ity of  L in 

col n ,  Nebraska, compa'r ing and contrast ing  the un ique characte rist ics of 
th is  commun ity to othe r  Vietnamese and emerg i ng  immigrant commun i

t ies i n  the Un ited States .  
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