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also contains a chronology of the Lat in  American h istorical novel ,  
1 949- 1 992, including the country of origi n as wel l as extens ive notes, 
a bibl iography, and an index. 

The ection which deals d i rectly with ethnic  issues is  Chapter 
Seven, "Over Two Thousand Years of Exi le and Margina l i ty-The 
jewi h Latin American Hi storical ove ! . "  [ n  i t , Menton d iscusses the 
novels by Orgambide and Scl iar  as two versions of the "wandering 
jew" myth.  Because of the picaresque na ture of Aventllras de Edmund 
Ziller and because of it emphasis  on the h istorical confl icts between 
the hegemonic forces and an array of margina l ized, exploi ted people
Blacks, mulattoes, Indians, anarchi sts, com m u nists, and others-the 
protagonist 's jewish ness is relatively m i n i m ized. By contrast, in A 
estral/lin nn r;iio de Rnfael Mel/des, the main  theme of the novel is not 
the denunciation of the enem ies of democracy or socia l i sm;  rather, 
the principal themes are the strange survival of the Jews, with 
emphasis on their a lmost . SOO-year  history in  B razi l ,  and the dual 
nature of the archetypa l jew. ( 1 S2)  Menton ·discusses the novels of 
Arid j i s  and Muniz as contrasting presentations of the effect of the 
inquis it ion, especia l ly prais ing the Muniz  novel for its lyric qua l i ty.  

Chapter Eight exami nes Fuentes's La cnmpmla as a eo
crioll ista novel which captures "Spanish America's ethn ic  panorama: 
the whites and blacks of Buenos Ai res, the I ndians  of  A l to Peru,  the 
blacks of Maracaibo, and a var iety of mestizos . "  

The book would be o f  interest t o  someone p lann ing a com
parative ethnic l i terature or ethnic  studies course looking at the new 
historical novel in  the Americas. I t  wou ld  a lso be of use to those who 
seek an overview or bibl iography of Lat in  American h istorical novels.  
I t  would be of l i ttle interest for someone who i s  looking for an i n
depth analysis of eth nicity in  Lat in  American h istorical  fict ion .  

Faye Vowel l  
Em poria State Un iversity 

C.  Hart Merriam. The Dawn of the World: Myths and Tales of the 
Miwok Indians of California. ( Lincoln:  University of Nebraska 
Press, 1 993) 2 7 3  pp., $30.00 cloth,  $9 .95 paper. 

atural i s t  C .  Hart Merri am devoted the l ast  years of h i s  l i fe to 
research on I ndians of Cal i fornia ,  met iculous ly  recording and docu
menting his observations and the knowledge he ga ined from the 
various tr ibes. I n  1 9 1 0, he publ ished a col l ect ion of m yths and tales 
told to him by the e lders of the Cal iforn i a  Mewan Indians  under the 
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t i t le, The Dawn o(tlze World: Myths and Weird Tales Told by the Mewal 1  
Indians of California. Eighty-three years later the Un ivers ity of Ne
braska Press has publ ished a Bison Book Edition of Merr iam's  col lec
tion. Except for the change in  t i t le ,  the Bison Book Edit ion is  a fa ithfu l  
reproduction of the ear l ier  publ icat ion,  inc luding the origina l  error 
in  pagination ( page numbers 8S and 86 are omitted, a l though no text 
is m issing) .  The Bison Book Edit ion of Merria m 's col lection i ncludes 
a brief but in formative i ntroductory essay by anthropologist Lowell  
J .  Bean that provides biograph ical  data on Merr iam and h i storical 
i nformation on  the M iwok I nd ians  ( referred to i n  Merri a m 's text as 
Mewan a nd/or Mewuk).  

By providing access to this heretofore hard-to-find collec
t ion,  the U niversity of Nebraska Press has not on ly added a valuable 
resource for use by scholars,  but  a n  en joyable read ing experience for 
anyone i nterested in vanish ing cultures .  Merri a m 's col lection in 
c ludes over t h i rty ancient  m yths, or Fi rst People stories, which relate 
the h istory of  the worl d  accord ing  to M iwok oral tradi t ion .  A section 
referred to as " Present Day Myths , " composed m ostly of fragments 
and i ncomplete ta les ,  i s  a lso i ncluded and is  grouped as  fol lows: 
Be l iefs Concerni n g  A n i m a l s ;  Be l iefs Concerning G hosts and the S ign 
of Death;  Be l iefs Concer n i n g  atural  Phenomena;  and Bel iefs Con
cern ing  Witches,  Pigmi es,  G iants,  and Other Fabulous Beings. H ow
ever, the section on ancient  myths is  the strength of th i s  col lect ion,  
with the attent ion to deta i l  that  m akes Merr iam so admired by 
scholars .  Each ta le  is attr ibuted to a part icu lar  M i wok tr ibe, with 
d i fferent versions of s imi l a r  ta les  grouped together .  Merr iam foot
notes the ta les,  exp la in ing  d i fferences to other stories or to the 
general statements he h as m ade i n  the " Introduction . "  

Merri a m 's " In troduct ion"  i s  useful t o  scholars o f  Miwok 
cultural h istory. He  s u m ma rizes the fundamenta l  elements of the 
general  mythology, m i nor  bel iefs and l ocal  or tr ibal  be l iefs, and  
expla ins  the characteristics of the  Fi rst People .  In  addit ion,  he  
provides a br ief  distr ibut ion,  with m ap, of the Miwok tr ibes in  
Cal i forni a .  The deta i l  of t h e  " Index" to  the col lect ion i s  i mpress ive . 
As a natura l i st ,  Merria m  also provides a l i s t  of the scientific  n am es of 
an imals  and p l ants foun d  in the ta les which he has  recorded. 
Accompanying the text a re i l l ustrat ions by Edwin W.  Deming and 
Charles J .  H itte l l .  These i l l ustrat ions were m ade specifica l ly  for the 
origin a l  edit ion and re late a p ictor ia l  version of the  tales .  

I f  there is  a weakness to th is  col lection,  i t  i s  Merria m 's 
emphasis on the  natura l ist aspects of  the  ta les .  H owever, th is  i s  a 
m in or weakness, for Merr ia m  was also profoundly i n terested i n  the 
van ish ing  cultural  h istory of  the  M iwok I nd i ans .  Lowel l  Bean c la ims  
th is  col lect ion i s  a " m agica l  and  practical  i ntroduction to the  u nder
standing of  the Ca l i for n i a  I nd i a n  world . " This i s  an appropr iate 
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assessment of this  collection, for Merriam has provided valuable 
information regarding the Miwok Indians  and how they regard their  
place in  the world .  

Susan L. Rockwel l  
Arizona  State University 

Allen G .  Noble, ed.  To Bu ild in a New La nd: Ethnic Landscapes in 
North America. (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 
1 992) x, 445pp.,  $29.95 paper, $56 .00 cloth.  

Like so many works with sections on various subdivisions of 
a general topic overseen by a general  editor, this  volume has its ups 
and downs.  The thesis-that various eth nic groups h ave provided 
America with various sorts of arch itectural styles and modifications 
of nat ive structures-is new and fascinat ing.  

Sandwiched between an in troduction and a conclusion by 
the editor are twenty chapters about particular  eth n ic groups i nc lud
ing people of color such as ative Americans,  African Americans, and 
Spanish Americans  as we l l  as European groups such as the Germa ns, 
the Scotch- I r ish,  Danes, Czechs, and Basques. The pattern is that a 
particular a rea-large or sma l l  ( Finns  in  the Lake Superior Region or 
Basques in the American West,  for example)-is focused on and the 
ethnic arch itecture of the place is  described in  words and with l a rge 
numbers of pictures. otes are arranged by chapter, and there is a 
very extensive bibl iography.  

As the editor adm its, "No one would pretend that one book 
could present every ethnic  commun ity in every part of Canada and 
the United States. For exam ple, more than forty d i fferent ethnic 
groups settled in the state of Wiscons in a lone!  But the ethnic groups 
in this vol ume do represent a com prehens ive cross-section of the 
immigrant groups who chose to m ake orth America their  home . "  ( p  
Nevertheless, there i s  a broad spectrum o f  groups, each restricted to 
a si ngle chapter except for the Germans,  who a re d iscussed in  both 
Texas and Ohio.  

As to the characteri stic structures, some readers probably wi l l  
be fami l i a r  with the hogan ( in many varied forms)  associated with the 
Nava jo  and the Shotgun house of African Americans i n  the American 
South . Others are much more esoteric, for instance the ty house, a 
smal l  motel unit - l ike structure meant to house an it inerant min ister 
for a n ight, which is found only in southern Ohio Welsh sett lements.  

Some of the chapters adhere to the thesis m ore than others .  
Some writers have provided al most excl usively architectural mate-
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