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Ethnic Studies in Academe: 
Challenges and Prospects for the 21 st Century 

Moderator: 
Jesse M .  Vazquez 

NAES Plenary Session 
Saturday, March 19, 1994 

Kansas City, MO 

Queens College ,  C . U . N .Y . ,  New York 

Panelists: 
Evelyn Hu- DeHart , U n iversity of Colorado, Boulder , Colorado 
Rhett Jones, Brown U n iversity, Providence,  R hode Island 
Robert Perry, Bowli ng  Green State Un iversity ,  Bowl ing  Green ,  Oh io 
M i guel Carranza, U n iversity of Nebraska, L i ncoln ,  Nebraska 

Jesse M. Vazquez: Introduction 

The primary i ntent of organ iz ing  the p lenary that fol lows was to engage 
a number of dedicated and exper ienced ethn ic  studies scholar-activ ists 
i n  a focused conversation on the current state of ethn ic studies i n  the 
academy. At th is poi nt many of us have been i nvolved i n  eth n ic  studies 
for more than twenty years. The perspectives and observations offered 
in th is monograph are transcribed from the record ings of the plenary . It 
offers the reader a far-rang i ng  discussion of the f ield, i ts h istory , i ts 
struggles, i ts pedagogy, and some of i ts underly i ng  pri nc iples. 

It is clear that the climate , the polit ics, and the f iscal solvency of many 
of our colleges and un iversit ies have sh i fted dramatically s ince eth n ic  
studies burst onto the  campus scene i n  the late n i neteen s ixt ies and the 
early seventies. Many of us in ethn ic studies are now fac ing  serious 
challenges and perhaps new opportun it ies we never imag i ned possible 
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duri ng  the formative years of our programs, departments, centers, and 
i nstitutes. From the early seventies, The N at ional Associat ion for Ethn ic  
Studies (NAES) has been both an active partic ipant and a chron ic ler of 
the e merg i n g  disc ip l i ne  of ethn ic  studies. Th is p lenary was designed to 
offer yet another "report from the f ie ld . " 

What we wanted to do when we p lanned th is pane l  was to ref lect on 
the current state of eth n ic  studies and to beg i n  to exam ine  our progress 
i n  the un iversity, where we are headed, and what we see as the most 
crit ica l  cha l lenges fac ing  us i n  the next decade . To that end,  we i nv ited 
four d isti nguished ethn ic  studies scholars who, for many years, have 
active ly engaged i n  the creation of a variety of ethn i c  studies entit ies. 

In preparation , I asked the panel ists to consider a number of issues 
and concerns. F irst, our sense was that the audience part ic ipants would 
be look ing  for those nationa l  trends and patterns that may or may not 
match the ir  particular campus exper iences. The panelists' considerable 
i nvolvement in  the national  d iscourse on ethn ic  studies, both written and 
ora l ,  we be l ieved would al low those gathered at the conference to beg i n  
to p iece together a more coherent p icture of what was actually goi ng o n  
throughout t h e  nation. 

Each pane l ist was asked to present a general commentary on what 
he/she  be l ieved were the f ie ld's major accomp l ish ments, and what our 
greatest cha l lenges and prospects m ight be for the next decade. I n  
addit ion , some of the fol low ing  questions were suggested by members of 
the NAES Counci l :  

1 .  G iven t h e  nationa l  d iscourse o n  the subject of mult icultural education/ 
studies and the un iversity curriculum, what is your assessment of the role 
that Eth n ic Studies organ izations, such as NAES ,  and ethn ic studies 
programs can p lay in th is national discourse? 

2.  One of  the most basic aspects of  establish i ng eth n ic  studies programs 
and departments in the early days was the pri nc ip le  of autonomy. And, 
what we may be see ing  now as new programs emerge is an  effort on the 
part of adm i n istrators to moderate that earlier period of autonomy by 
l i nk i ng  these new programs to estab l ished tradit ional departments. Do 
you th i nk that control of curricu l um ,  faculty se lection , and the u l timate 
direction of our programs can only be ach ieved through autonomous 
academic  entit ies? What role do you th i nk autonomy plays i n  the success 
or fa i lure of a program ,  department, center, or i nstitute? 

3. Another founding princ iple of ethn ic studies was our i nvolvement and 
concern for those issues directly shaping the com mun ity. Do you th i nk that 
we have moved away from this aspect of ourwork as we have become more 
preoccupied with i nstitutional ization? And, have you seen any evidence 
that our ethn ic  studies programs might be moving us back to that basic 
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issue of commun ity? 
4 .  Where is eth n ic studies research tak ing  us? What compelli ng  national 
and international issues deserve more attention by ethn ic studies schol
ars/scholarsh ip? With the r ise i n  popularity of postmodern ist crit ique, 
deconstruction ism , and culture studies, do you feel that Eth n ic Studies 
research is sh i n i ng  the l i ght in the wrong p laces? 

5. On the matter of recruitment, tenure , and promotion , do you th i nk that 
we i n  eth n ic studies are improv ing i n  our ab il ity to get through the tenure 
and promotion process and still hold on to the essential goals of our work? 

6. On the matter of publications and ethn ic studies scholarsh i p ,  do you 
th i nk that those who are i n  control of the publication process are 
conti nui ng to lock us out , or are we beg i n n i n g  to make some headway i n  
th is crit ical arena of t h e  mainstream method o f  measur ing scholarly 
production? 

7 .  Have you seen any evidence that ethn ic studies scholarsh ip  is be ing 
used to shape public policy? 

Whi le  a good many of these questions and issues were addressed by 
the panelists' presentations and touched upon in the ir exchanges with the 
conference participants dur ing  the Q & A period, some were clearly not 
covered because of the t ime li m itations. But our hope is that these 
questions and concerns, as framed, w ill cont inue to provoke discussion 
on campuses throughout the nation. 

The nature and content of any academic enterprise is dynamic and 
necessarily responsive to the greater social ,  cultural, and pol it ical con
text. The downsiz ing i n  corporate America is  mirrored i n  the  retrench
ments and reconfigurat ions of programs and departments in the univer
sity .  Witness the recent downgrad ing  of the ethn ic studies departments 
at the C ity College of New York (CU NY) , where the admi n istration , 
c laim ing  f iscal exigency ,  dismantled four of the country's longest standi ng  
departments i n  academia .  This only serves to illustrate the  state of 
warfare that has existed si nce the i nception of all of our programs and 
departments.  And on a not too distant campus, only twenty city blocks 
south of the C ity College ,  the susta ined effort on the part of Columbia 
U n iversity students to f inally establish an ethn ic studies department on 
that ivy league citadel resulted in a clear reject ion by the faculty and 
admi n istration . These and other academics around the country conti nue 
to d istort and marg i nalize ethn ic studies, some through a lack of under
stand ing  and others throug h  a willful opposit ion to our pri ncip les. The 
same ki nd of resistance was evident duri ng  the protracted struggle 
several years ago at UCLA ,  but that effort resulted i n  the creation of a 
transit ional program which w ill eventually lead to the formation of a 
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Department of Ethn ic Studies. Sti l l ,  at the U n iversity of Cal iforn ia  at 
R iverside ,  the loss of their Chicano Studies program s ignaled yet another 
assault on ethn ic studies. 

We hope that the pub l ication of this important exchange w i l l  serve to 
st i mulate more discussion and clarity i n  our col lective strugg le  to sustai n  
eth n ic studies, estab l ish new programs and departments, and see these 
programs evolve in the next decade . Permit me to i ntroduce the pane l ists: 

P rofessor Eve lyn Hu-DeHart is D irector of the Center for the Study of 
Eth n icity and Race i n  America, at the U n iversity of Colorado at Boulder. 

Professor Rhett Jones is the Director of the Center for the Study of Race 
and Ethn icity ,  at B rown U n iversity. 

P rofessor Robert Perry is the Chair of the Department of Eth n ic Studies 
at Bowl i n g  Green State U n iversity in Ohio. 

P rofessor M i gue l Carranza is Associate Dean of the Co l lege of Arts and 
Sciences at the U n iversity of Nebraska-L i ncol n ,  where he has also been 
D irector of  that i nstitution's I nstitute for Ethnic Studies. He  is  past 
President of NAES and serves as Editor of NAES Pub l ications. 

We wi l l  beg i n  with Professor Carranza. 

M iguel  Carranza 

I want to thank Jesse Vazquez for organiz i ng this pane l ,  as I see it  as 
crucial that those of us in eth n ic studies must take the t ime to assess and 
reflect on the role  and p lace of our f ie ld i n  academe today. We can not 
afford to be l i eve that our p lace in h igher education is wel l  supported, and 
more i m portant ly, secure with i n  our academic i nstitutions. 

" I t was the best of t imes, it was the worst of t imes . "  You probab ly 
recog n ize that as the open i ng  l ine from the Charles D ickens nove l ,  A Tale 
of Two Cities. I use it frequently to depict the current situation for Ethn ic 
Studies in h igher education .  On the one hand you have col leges and 
un iversit ies t ry ing  to estab l ish new and maintai n the i r  exist i ng  ethn ic  
studies p rog rams; wh i l e  on the  other hand, you have un iversit ies not 
want i n g  to adequate ly support these same programs and make them 
central to the core and mission of the i r  i nstitutions. M any are content to 
have these p rograms exist i n  name o r  on paper on ly without bri ng i ng  
these programs into the very central core of t he  i nstitution.  To  do this 
would cal l for a major restructuri ng  of h igher education and many col leges 
and un iversit ies are s imply not wi l l i ng to be leaders i n  th is movement 
because there may i ndeed be risks, and they are not wi l l i n g  to be 
risktakers. 
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I n  most instances eth n i c  studies programs and scholars f ind them
se lves as stil l  bei ng  outsiders i n  the i nside of the academic world. We f ind 
ourse lves real ly on the outmost peri phery and not part of  the central 
academic core . An example is when you have a col league ask, "What is 
your f ie ld? " and you respond, " I ' m  in C h icano studies. " Her/h is response 
is usual ly ,  " No. I mean what department are you i n ? "  The impl ication is 
that Ch icano studies is not a real disc i pli ne ,  and you must have a more 
leg iti mate affi l iation .  Th is frequently happens with faculty who hold joi nt 
appoi ntments. These questions revolve centra l ly around issues of 
identity ,  marg i nal izat ion and leg it i macy. Now should th is happen? 
Absolute ly not !  

A key issue i n  transform ing  institutions i nto becoming  mag nets for 
estab l ish i ng  eth n ic studies programs is recruitment. Un iversit ies must 
actively recruit eth n ic studies scholars for eth n ic  studies programs as we l l  
as for the more tradit ional departments (e . g .  pol it ical sc ience) . I use the 
term tradit ional i ntent ional ly because all too often un iversit ies and col
leges see ethn ic  studies programs as non-tradit ional , and therefore less 
relevant and not part of the academic  central ity of the un iversity. If you 
do not see the program as be ing  central then you are less l ikely to active ly 
recruit faculty members for that particular program. 

Low supply and h igh demand has always been posited by adm i n istra
tors as one reason for not recruit i ng  for ethn ic  studies programs. Too 
often we hear, "There are not enoug h eth n ic  studies scholars be i n g  
trai ned and, as a result ,  they si mp ly cannot be found . . .  , but w e  would h ire 
them if they ex isted. " Actually ,  the prob lem is that m i norit ies are not be i n g  
h ired. At first they were not getti ng  i nto t h e  appl icant poo l .  Th is has been 
the case on many of the searches in wh ich I have been i nvolved. 
Candidates were not getti ng  i nto the applicant pool , let alone maki ng  a 
fi nal ist l ist. 

G iven the recent growth of the f ie ld of ethn ic studies, these scholars 
are now bei ng trai ned and are com i n g  i nto the h i gher education p ipe l i ne .  
Now we are getti ng i nto the applicant pool . We are maki ng the  f i nal ist l ist. 
We' re actual ly bei ng  h ired. More and more m i nority scholars are be ing  
h ired. I n  fact , some admi n istrators say that any person of  color who has 
a P h . D .  can f ind a great job and make $50 , 000 anywhere . There is that 
k ind of demand. You al l agree with that. R i g ht? 

Wrong !  No! One of the th i n gs that happens is what I cal l the " halo 
effect" for the superstars, where you have peop le who are deemed 
superstars who are be ing  recruited. What appears to be 20 h ires is 
actual ly  only one or two superstars mov ing  twenty t i mes. We, as m i nor ity 
scholars, benefit very l ittle  from that superstar phenomena. 

Another problem raised by admi n istrators is that,  "We don 't have a 
crit ical mass on our campus.  We just can't h ire enoug h of you folk to get 
you on this campus to have a cr it ical mass. We don't  have enough to 
estab l ish an eth n ic  studies program . "  

5 
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Wel l ,  on some campuses and even at some of our most prest ig ious 
Research - I  i nstitut ions--even when all those steps are being fol lowed-
you f ind very ret icent admin istrators who don't want to develop eth n ic  
studies departments. They don't want the  permanence that a department 
entai ls.  They see a real threat in that permanence. 

I ncreased i nstitutiona l ization should change the core. I under l i ne  
should because as long  as eth n ic  studies is defined as a non-tradit ional 
disc i pli ne ,  that's goi ng to provide one of the major barr iers for us 
becomi n g  part of the academic core . 

The issue of standards for tenure also needs to be addressed. 
Standards have been raised, but whose standards are they? They're very 
much the tradit ional h i gher education standards. We have some real 
prob lems in that approach .  I 've heard some horror stories in the past 
couple of weeks, that have affected some fr iends and close col leagues 
of m i ne .  I'm disturbed. 

F i na l ly ,  I foresee s ig nif icant changes in h i gher education. Eth n ic  
stUdies needs to be prepared for these changes. One change is the  new 
diversity requirements. Some of you are from institutions where there are 
new diversity requirements. Ar izona State , Bowling Green State U n iver
sity and a number of other p laces have them.  Th is is good news because 
with new diversity requirements you need to deve lop more courses 
focused on race,  gender studies, and so on .  

Another change I foresee is real location of  resources. Reallocation is 
probably the new "R" word in h i gher education .  We are no longer goi ng 
to be address ing reduction of  budgets but real location of  budgets. 
Consequently, departments are starting to close ranks. They see real loca
tion of resources as more of a threat to them because they know the money 
is goi ng to come out of somebody's h ide and they want it to be somebody 
else's h ide . 

A further change on the horizon is that m inority scholars w i l l  be 
i ncreasingly hired in traditional departments rather than in ethnic studies 
or women's studies or other interdisc ip l i nary un its. Althoug h m i nority 
professionals have h i gh  visibil ity i n  some eth n ic  studies programs, my 
overall assessment is that we are not expandi ng many of those programs. 
I n  fact , many ethn ic  studies programs are not strong programs or are not 
stron g ly supported by their i nstitutions. 

My personal exper ience at my i nstitution is that eth nic studies is on ly 
a paper program that hasn't received a lot of support. For example ,  
permanence i mplies bringing i n  tenure track faculty and starting to share 
control of the dec ision-making process. 

I n  summary: I th i nk its clear that ,  in general ,  eth n ic  studies has not 
been al lowed to share i n  the governance of h i gher education .  Until it does, 
we will cont inue to be outsiders in the academic world. 
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Robert Perry 

Here is how I avoid be ing  marg inalized in my posit ion as chair of a 
department of ethn i c  studies: When peop le ask me what I do, even 
though I 'm a professor of soc iology, I refuse to emphasize that ,  except in 
the context of eth n i c  studies. I take the posit ion that I am not pri marily a 
soc iolog ist ,  I am an eth n ic  studies person. That's what I tell people and 
that's how I respond to those questions. I know what their agenda is when 
they ask that k ind of  a quest ion. 

I te l l  a l l my jun ior faculty ,  " I f you're uncomfortab l e  w i th  b e i n g  i n  
eth n ic studies ,  i f  you're uncomfortable as a n  outs ider i n  a n  i ns ider 's 
game, i f  you can not be  proud to be in ethn ic  studies and celebrate that 
by te l l i n g  everybody where you work ,  you don ' t  belong  with us. " Th is  
is because we're t h e  " n i ggers" i n  academe. We need to  be  very c lear 
about that .  I tell a l l  t he  i ncom i n g  peop l e ,  "You need to search your 
consc ience and be sure whether or not you really want to be i n  eth n i c 
studies. " 

I n  any case , i n  terms of contr i butions, ethn ic studies has bee n ,  and is,  
a major impetus for curriculum reform in American h i gher education as we 
approach the 2 1  st century. The result of this transformat ion has been the 
creation of a new curr iculum grounded i n  an ideology that produces new 
assumptions and new perspectives. 

Students of eth n i c  studies gai n novel ideas and novel views of the 
American exper ience and an alternat ive conception of  the makeup of 
American society. Quest ions raised concern i ng  the primacy of tradit ional 
l i terary canons have come from ethn ic studies. Quest ions raised about 
the te l l i ng  and wri t i n g  of tradit ional American history have been raised by 
ethn ic  studies. Quest ions raised regarding sc ient i f ic racism as pract iced 
in tradit ional social sc ience research have come from ethn i c  studies. The 
colleges of  music ,  educat ion , and bus iness have suddenly discovered 
multiculturalism. The recog n it ion of these so-cal led new voices has been 
i nf luenced mainly by eth n ic  studies. 

The responses to t h e  i mpact of eth n ic stud ies i n  our popular 
cul ture are demonstrated by movies such as Glory , M alcom X, and 
Sch i ndler's L ist. T h ey have been i n flue nced by eth n ic studi es. The 
issues concern i n g  po l i t i cal correctness, mult i cultural ism , and post 
modern ism , are i n f lue nced by ethn i c  stud ies. The  development  of 
women 's  stud ies ,  gender studies ,  and culture stud ies ,  and the current  
contr i but ions that they are mak i n g  to curr iculum reform h as come 
throug h eth n ic studi es. 

Many of us i n  the  f ie ld of ethn ic  studies recogn ize the mag n itude of the 
impact that we have had with i n  our disc ipl ine. This i mpact is not formally 
recogn ized by the tradit ional power brokers of h ig her educat ion. As we 
conti nue to implement ethn ic  studies with i n  the academic mainstream,  
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we st ill remain David i n  pursuit of Gol iath. 
Our  status i n  h i ghe r educat i o n  has been  affected by our ge nes is .  

We were l i te rally fo rced on acade m ia  i n  respo nse to student de mon
strat i ons  and the c iv i l  r i ghts moveme nts i n  the 1 960s. The response 
of un ivers i t ies was to ghetto i ze ,  unde rfund ,  and unde rstaff fo r fai lure .  
C e rta i nly that was what the i r  i ntent i o n  was at Bowl i n g  G reen  and at 
most other  places too . 

For  those of us who have survived the legacy of our o ri g i ns without 
comprom isi ng the values of our disc ipl i ne ,  the challenges cont i nue . One 
of our  current battles is t ied to  the competit ion  of t radit ional disc ipl i nes 
over the shap i ng  of the mult icultural discourse . There are several 
quest ions i nvolved here :  How do we i nst itut ional ize ethn ic studies i n  the 
academic mai nstream? How do we establ ish the academic base of 
mult iculturalism and who should control that base? How do we address 
those who want only to p reserve classic Eurocentr ic dominant educat ion  
i n  our  un ive rsit ies? 

These arguments and debates have captured the attent ion of pol it i 
c ians, the nat ional federal bureaucracy, journalists, and the mass media. 
Ethn ic  studies is part icularly affected by people from the new ri ght. Patr ick 
Buchanan , fo r example , fo rmer p resident ial candidate ,  called fo r the 
sc rap p i n g  of mult i cultural educat i o n .  W ill iam Bennett , per i patet i c  
pereg r inator ,  and academic dilettante , also called a histo rian and a drug 
czar, has been highly c rit ical of mult icultural ism, argu ing that we need to 
return to a core curriculum that emphasizes classic scholarshi p and 
weste rn thought . Lyn n  Cheney was in charge of the Nat ional Endowment 
for the Humanit ies, and funds fo r curriculum development dr ied up duri ng  
he r re ign . D iane Ravitch descri bes ethn ic studies as bei ng an i mated by 
the sp i r it of f i l ial p iety and fundamental ist not ions of  rac ial and ethn ic 
purity. Cam ille Paglia sees a k ind of fasc ism of the left occurri ng with in  
ethn ic  studies. These people are p ri marily from the new right .  They see 
what we're do ing  in ethn ic studies as some ki nd of left w ing McCarthyism. 

Howeve r, one of the most far reachi ng accomplishments of ethn ic 
studies has been our emphasis on the emic o r  the inside r'S perspect ive 
of people of color and the demand that this perspective be heard through 
every facet of educat ion .  With all due respect to my colleagues i n  
anth ropology,  they d id n 't do a ve ry good j o b  o f  accomp l ishi ng  that .  We've 
made tremendous prog ress in that di rect ion in the last 25 to 30 year 
peri od;  Pe rhaps it  was not the i r  missio n .  

There are those o f  us who th i nk  that research should b e  relevant and 
important to the ethn ic co mmun it ies that we talk about. This is an 
extremely important contr ibut ion that we can make . This is a part of our 
p rogram that we should mai ntai n .  We should ensure that our work is 
useful in our communit ies. Tradit ionally , higher educat ion has not been 
i nte rested in any kind of applied effects of the works that come out of the 
academy. Apply ing our research is what defi nes us and makes us 
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diffe rent than what goes on in the academy. 
I t  is very important that we hold onto these traditions. We do have 

some challenges. We need to set standards for departments and p ro
g rams. We need to have some common defi n itions regarding standards. 
Organ izations like NAES can be responsible for becom ing  an accrediting 
body. We need that k ind of leadership . We need that kind of pol itical base . 
We need that kind of pol itical voice,  if we're going to be able to be players 
with all those other people who are now entering i nto the whole multicultural 
debate. We have to be a polit ical force in help i n g  to shape the intellectual 
discourse that's g oing o n  now. NAES can be very useful in that . 

We need to strengthen the relevancy of what we do by making our 
work relevant to the ethnic communities and p rog rams that we represent 
i n  our work.  We need to capitalize on the policy implications of our work. 
G iven the kind of demographic changes occurring in American soc iety, 
the re is a need for what we in ethnic stUdies can do to have some impact 
on policy . We can have an impact. If we produce research that can have 
some polit ical impact, it then begins to reify what we're all about. 

I 'm go ing  to leave some time for my colleagues and for you to jo i n  i n  
on  this discourse . 

Than k you. 

Rhett Jones 

Good, afte rnoon everyone .  I looked at these people and said "why 
them" and then "why me"?  And I thi nk after l isten i n g  to the first two 
presentat ions, I've got that figured out . These people are profound deep
thi nk ing  people, and then  you have me.  

I have a reputation of being--dare I say--simple. I even have empirical 
evidence of this!  Most of you have colleagues to whom you send drafts, 
manuscri pts, and rough stuff for their feedback. They w rite on it and they 
send it back to you. I have a good friend, who's also a historian , and we've 
been doing this with each other for years. A few years ago he wrote to me 
and said, "You know, Rhett , my wife, who is not an histo r ian , really l i kes 
your work. She reads it and she really gets a lot out of i t . " Finally, one  year 
we we re both attending a confe rence in California and he b rought his wife 
to meet me.  She charged up to me and g rabbed my hand and said, 
smiling ,  "You're Rhett Jones! You're Rhett Jones! I just love your work .  I t's 
so s imple ! "  

After years o f  reflect ion , I've decided t o  take that as a compliment .  I 'm 
sure that was her intention .  This will be simple in the same sense . 

I 'm not go i ng  to talk about issues that have already been covered. I 'm 
not go ing to talk about the achievements of ethnic studies. The papers 
and p resentations that I've heard at this meeting ,  and publicat ions, speak 
fo r themselves. Further,  I'm not going to talk about the link between the 
community and ethn ic  studies, though we all know this l i nkage is 
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i mportant. 
Some of you know that I've been at Brown s i nce the establ ishment of 

the Afro-American studies program which i s  a de facto department. To the 
best of my knowledge ,  we are the only department i n  the un ivers ity which 
requires reappointment, promotion and promotion-to-tenure letters of 
support from the people of the commun ity , as well as scholarly letters and 
letters from students . Thi s  has been in our bylaws s i nce 1 980.  We're 
serious about it .  I 'd be happy to talk to you about what we do, not for the 
commun ity but with the commun ity .  

Instead of  talk ing about what we have done ,  I 'm goi ng to talk about 
three challenges that I see for ethn ic  studies .  I've been i nvolved with 
mult idisc ipl i nary studies for more than 20 years . Work ing with people 
tra ined in different disc ipl i nes ,  I thought the bas ic  problem would be 
vocabulary and term i nology. Is an anthropolog ist's mean ing  of culture the 
same thi ng  as l iterary scholar's?  If they mean different thi ngs ,  how can 
they possibly work together e i ther in research, i n  teachi ng or in the 
commun ity? 

As it turns out, that i s  not a very diff icult problem at all. You can decide 
to use the terminology of the anthropolog ist .  You can dec ide to use the 
termi nology of the l iterary scholar. Or, you can make up one that will suit 
the problem that you are worki ng  on together. 

The real problem,  and I don 't see much talk about it  in ethn ic studies ,  
i s  what I call the nature of truth. We're all trai ned i n  what constitutes truth. 
We're not supposed to just make a good argument.  We're supposed to 
document it and support it .  However, s i nce we are coming  from different 
d isc i pl i nes ,  there are different assumptions about the nature of truth . For 
example, I 'm  marr ied to a psycholog ist .  What some of those people 
cons ider to be truth is very strange stuff ! 

I went to a conference at the U n ivers i ty of M iss iss ipp i  on black 
archaeology. It was the f irst nat ional conference held on African Ameri 
can archaeology. I went because I'm i nterested i n  1 8th Century history 
and archaeolog ists have been  doi ng a lot of work i n  this f ield. I went to a 
sess ion on Jamaica because it was an area of my i nterest. Everybody 
there was an archaeolog ist except me .  One archaeologist was showing 
sl ides of  glassware and commenti ng  on them .  All the archaeolog ists were 
gett i n g  excited and bounc ing  up and down and elbowing  me saying 
" Look! Look! Look! " I couldn't  see anyth ing  up there. It was s imply glass 
to me. It dawned on me that I d idn 't  know whether this  was profound stuff 
or surface stuff or stuff i n  the m iddle because I didn't have the tra in i ng  to 
evaluate this evidence.  I d idn't. I had to rely on the other archaeolog ists ' 
belief that this  was profound stuff. 

Another issue we need to cons ider is the con nection between ethnic 
stUdies and "tradit ional departments . "  As a someone who works i n  1 8th 
century history , these departments don ' t  seem that tradit ional to me . Most 
of these disc ipl i nes aren't  even 1 00 years old. Anthropology, soc iology, 

10 



Number 15 (Summer 1995) 

polit ical science are cons idered tradit ions?  
Moreover , they try to  put us  on the defens ive by aski ng  "What do we 

do? " Then the ir next question is "What are your methods? What are your 
theoretical assumptions? "  I turn it around and ask, "What are yours? "  
They are no more un if ied i n  the ir theories and methodolog ies ,  then are 
we. I don 't know a s i ngle d isc ipl i ne that i s ,  but I will say this  about 
anthropologists : at least they get the ir di rt out front. The newsletter of the 
American Anthropological Association ,  carr ies debates about how an
thropolog ists can't  agree on theories and methodolog ies. 

I f  you want to get i nto a real f ight in the h istory department you start 
by aski ng ,  "Are l i nguist ic data , oral tradit ion , and archaeology as valuable 
as documentary evidence? " This is not an idle question. Ask ing  whether 
or not oral evidence counts as much as documentary evidence is not an 
idle question because it hasn 't even been  1 5  years s i nce a lot of people 
were argu ing that black people didn't have a history because they didn't 
have any written documents. Do you remember that? When they started 
look ing for black documents in the 1 9th and 20th century , they found a lot 
of them. So many, i n  fact, that they don 't know what to do with them. They 
haven 't found as many documents written by black people i n  my period. 
Does that mean there were no 1 8th century black people? I thi nk not. 
These issues we're talk ing  about are worth explor ing. We need to stop 
defi n i ng  ourselves in terms of "tradit ional departments. " 

One last poi nt has to do with what I thi nk our research priority should 
be . As someone who was chair of a black studies program for 1 2  years , 
I have learned that you cannot tell faculty to do anyth ing. It's n ice to have 
people in the commun ity come up and tell me "Why don 't you tell your 
professors . . .  ? Well , actually , it would work better if they would talk to 
some of the professors. You want somebody to get someth ing  done? You 
talk to them. But for me to tell them what to do, that's  the k iss of death. 

We need to devote more of our resources to study ing  the relat ions 
among people of color and less resources to study ing  relat ions between 
people of color and whites. I ' m  not say ing  that we shouldn ' t  conti nue to 
study those relationships because even though the demographics are 
chang ing forthe foreseeable future , white people are still goi ng to control the 
wealth and the pol it ical power i n  this  country. Hence ,  we need to conti nue 
to study whites. By our own history and by our own commitment to our 
commun ities ,  we are well s ituated and well suited to beg i n  the study of 
relations among peoples of color. 

We've already started this  at Brown. We had a conference recently 
where we addressed "Afrocentr ism:  Scholars of Color Respond. "  To my 
knowledge , thi s  is the first t ime a panel of non-black scholars of color 
addressed Afrocentr ism. Evelyn Hu-DeHart gave a talk. David Carrasco 
began his presentat ion by acknowledg ing  how the efforts of black 
scholars i nfluenced h is  scholarshi p. Russell Thorton ,  a member of the 
Cherokee nation ,  closed by sayi n g ,  " If Afrocentr ism means people talk ing 
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over their own history , then as an Indian ,  I 'm all for it . " 
I th i nk we need more studies l ike that. 

Evelyn H u-DeHart 

Well , I'm the youngest one here , and I don't mean by age. I am the 
youngest because I have the least experience i n  ethnic studies. l owe a lot 
to every one on this panel. I have c ited and quoted every one of them i n  my 
own work. 

The reason I am the youngest i s  that i s  I s neaked i nto ethn ic studies .  
Actually , several of us probably sneaked i nto ethn ic  studies i n  the sense 
that we didn 't beg i n  our academic ,  i ntellectual career i n  something  called 
ethn ic  studies which after all i s  quite new. The history of ethn ic studies i n  
fact parallels exactly m y  history i n  higher education a n d  p rofessional l i fe 
i n  i t .  

I graduated from Stanford U n ivers ity i n  1 968 which is  the beg i nn i ng  
date o f  ethn ic  studies .  I didn't g o  i nto ethn ic studies .  I went i nto somethi ng 
called area studies , particularly Lati n American and Caribbean studies 
(the others being African studies and As ian studies) . These are also 
cal led third world studies.  I want to start out with that because I thi nk there 
is often confus ion between area studies and ethn ic studies . 

This  confus ion has carr ied over i nto a structural problem which we are 
now fac i n g .  Area studies has always been and conti nues to be organ ized 
in i nterd isc ipl i nary or in  multid isc i pli nary programs.  Typ ically , they do not 
have faculty of their own .  They draw faculty from the various disc ip l i nes 
and on paper they form a committee .  The ir commonality i s  their focus on 
a certai n  area of the world. This i s  all that i s  asked of area studies people . 

The problem is that we ethn ic studies people allowed ourse lves to fall 
i nto that trap by thi nki ng that ethn ic studies can also be organ ized that 
way. And i n  fact , if you look around the country , most ethn ic studies 
p rograms are sti ll organ ized that way . A campus says , " Let's get ethn ic 
studies together. " They survey the departments .  They ask who among 
the departments focuses on people of color and on the different ethn ic 
groups which we call ethnic studies . They put these people together and 
now we have a program i n  ethn ic studies . 

There are drawbacks to thi s  approach. None of the faculty have 
studied i n  someth ing called ethn ic studies .  Further, no i nterdisc ipl i nary 
work i n  the true sense of the word takes place under th is format. I would 
be happy to engage any of you in a crit ique of th is  model of ethn ic studies .  
However , I must say that this particular model has worked very wel l  in  
gett i ng  ethn ic  studies in to the curr iculum . Most ethn ic studies are formed 
under thi s  area studies model with all its prob lems for ethn ic studies .  

One  way for ethnic studies to be i ntroduced in to the curriculum is  
through other programs such as American studies which is  an increas-
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ingly common model that is to include or integrate some aspect of ethnic 
studies into an already existing American studies program. They do this 
at Brown to some extent. 

Another model is to take an existing area studies program and put into 
it an ethnic studies component so you have such things as Latino and 
Latin American studies, Asian and Asian American studies, African and 
African American studies. It is a model of convenience. It works because 
it is an easy way for administrations to get ethnic studies on the books and 
into the curriculum. 

If we consider all of these ethnic studies, the good news is that there 
are lots of ethnic studies programs all across the country. By one account, 
there are over 700 and I think there are many more. I believe that if you 
open up the catalogue of every college and university in the country, both 
big and small, from community colleges to big research universites, you 
will find something called ethnic studies today. Why is that? These are in 
response to a certain kind of public pressure. These are in response to 
the drive for diversity and multiculturalism, whatever those terms mean. 
We are so eager to get into the curriculum that we will take it every way 
we can no matter how it's handed to us. In the past, this approach might 
have been good and necessary. Yet, it is not good enough. We'd better 
watch out. We are facing some very serious problems. 

Another issue in ethnic studies is both positive and negative. One 
reason why ethnic studies has received the kind of attention it has from 
administrators and why there are so many ethnic studies programs is the 
pressure for the administration to diversify the faculty. Administrators 
have learned that traditional disciplines simply aren't motivated to diver
sify their faculty. In response, they create ethnic studies programs to 
entice departments with additional positions, if they will hire someone that 
will do ethnic studies. Therefore, the new faculty member contributes 
from their department to an ethnic studies program. This indeed has 
worked well. But, we are reaping the problems of that convenience that 
we readily acceded to. There is an increasing confusion between ethnic 
studies as a discipline and as a field of study and affirmative action. This 
is a problem that we need to think about. 

What happens is that a university says, "Well, we have enough ethnic 
studies people in place. We've done our affirmative action part." There 
are other variations of this thinking that we need to guard against because 
this mentality allows this confusion to continue. Note that, we acquiesced 
to it because we knew that was one way for us to get ourselves in the door. 
If that's the reason why administrators wanted ethnic studies, then we 
weren't going to quarrel with them. Now that we're in the door we are 
facing this colossal problem of administrators confusing us, in ethnic 
studies, with affirmative action. 

There is another component to consider. Ethnic studies was born not 
only out of community demands but out of student pressure. John 
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Stanf ie ld ,  the great Afr ican American sociolog ist ,  coi ns  this  term I just 
love . He ca l l s  ethn ic studies , "fire i nsurance programs" because the 
adm i n istrators are so afraid of hav ing more build ings burn i n g  that they 
gave us what we wanted back the n in the 60s . But that conti nues to thi s  
day .  I n  the summer of 1 993, at  UCLA,  the Chicano students went on a 
lengthy and pai nful hunger str ike i n  order to get a Chicano studies 
program .  Can you imag i ne? UCLA does not have a v iable undergraduate 
Chicano studies curr iculum . Those students had to do someth ing  very 
drastic rem i n iscent of the 60s and early 70s . 

A lso currently ,  we know that the resurgence of ethn ic studies i s  due 
in large part to the chang ing  and growing demographics of peop le  of 
color. This  is another force dr ivi ng ethnic studies , creati n g  the respon 
s iveness of adm i n istrators to ethnic studies.  Yet, here , another problem 
ar ises .  We know that our orig i ns  have a lot to do with student demands 
and chang i n g  demographics . However , because of that and because of 
ou r commitment to students and commun ity ,  but espec ia l ly  to the student 
issue , ethn ic  studies conti nues to be confused with student services.  

Here we are , a group of ethn ic studies faculty , and we have a center , 
and by the way Rhett 's center and my center have almost exact ly the 
same name ,  that's entire ly a coi ncidence. When I first went to Colorado, 
our center, which i s  an  entire ly academic program ,  was l i sted as student 
services in the un ivers ity bul l et i ns .  I had to ask the student services 
peop le  to take i t  out. Not that we're not committed to students--a l l  of us 
do that- -but i f  they conti nue to v iew us as student services , they would 
never g ive us the respect and leg it i macy that we ask for and need. I ' m  
beg i n n i n g  to be l i eve that thi s  confus ion is  deliberate rather than  acc ide n 
tal . 

There are severe and growing tens ions between  ethn ic  studies ,  
women's studies and cultural studies . I t's one of  the questions that Jesse 
put i n  the l ist that he sent to us for this panel discuss ion . Because of our 
pol i t ics and our history, we want to think of women 's  studies as part of the 
same movement as ethn ic studies.  I just don't thi nk it 's true . I t's a 
d isservice to conti nue to conflate women's studies and ethn ic  studies i n  
the same breath because they are currently very different entit ies .  
Comp l icat i n g  thi s  is  the growing tens ion between women 's  studies and 
ethn ic  studies . I f  you look across the country , i f  you look at  the nat iona l  
status of  women 's  studies and if  you look at  the p lace of  women of  color 
withi n women 's  studies ,  then you know what I mean .  I thi nk that i s  
somethi ng worth look ing  at  and exam in i ng  i nstead of  just fo l lowi ng 
tradit ion by just say ing  women's studies and ethn ic studies are al l  in  the 
same bag .  

I ' l l  g ive you o n e  way of look ing  a t  it .  The progress of women faculty all 
across the campus , and I mean white women faculty, is S i gn if icantly 
higher than faculty of color. U n ivers it ies do not want to acknowledge this  
or separate the statist ics because they prefer to lump us all together to 
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show that they have made progress i n  hir i ng  underrepresented faculty 
and promoti ng  d ivers ity .  Our d ivers ity require ments at Boulder are very 
prob lematic because it is e i ther gender or rac ia l/ethn ic  d ivers ity. Students 
aren 't sure what is be ing  asked of them i n  this  d ivers ity requirement. We 
are unsuccessful i n  aski ng the un ivers ity and curriculum committee to 
separate the two. 

Furthermore, ethn ic stud ies has been del iberately confused with non
western stud ies ,  i nternational  stud ies ,  and global stud ies .  Let 's think 
about the imp l ications of that. Anyth ing  that's not white , e l ite or main
stream ,  becomes eve ryth ing else. We're the catch-al l  a long with every
body e lse who is outs ide this  narrow defi n it ion. This  k ind  of confus ion 
does a d isservice to ethn ic stud ies. It allows peop le l ike D i nesh D'Souza 
to propose that there is a correct k ind of mult iculturali sm and it is not ethn ic 
stud ies. He tell s  that the h igh cultures of Ind ia ,  China ,  and Japan are the 
k ind of "multicultura l ism"  that should be i n  the curriculum , not what we do 
i n  ethn ic stud ies .  We need to i ns i st that we are not l ike non-western 
stud ies. 

F i nal ly ,  I want to mention one other confus ion for you to thi nk about. 
We need to d i st inguish ethn ic stud ies as an  academic  d isc i p l i ne  based on 
research and teach ing from what i s  often called multicultura l stud ies 
part icularly i n  the schools of education. This  i s  not to d i m i n ish at a l l  what 
they do in the schools of education under the rubric of multicultural 
education ,  but to i ns ist that what we do is separate and d ifferent. If we 
don't do that, ethn ic stud ies scholars l ike myself, wil l  conti nue to be asked,  
as i s  the case by my chi l dren 's teachers i n  elementary school and 
secondary schoo l ,  to come i n  and do multicultural tra i n i ng  or other 
aspects of what they call at that level, multicultural education. This  
confus ion i s  due to lumping  together what we do i n  academic ethn ic 
stud ies and multicultura l  education. 

U lt imately , I thi nk we need to heed everyth ing  that has been said thi s  
afternoon. Everyone has spoken about some real ly hard-hitt ing truths . If 
we are goi ng to last and survive i nto the 2 1  st century, we need to stop and 
think about what we are doing i nstead of go ing willy n i l l y  i nto the future 
be ing  grateful for everyth ing that comes our way, without thi nk i ng  about 
what we are be i ng  asked to do and how it i s  we are f i tt i ng  i nto thi s  
framework of  American higher education and the power structure o f  the 
American academy. We should n 't have to be grateful any more for 
everythi ng they throw i n  our paths. We should i nsist on defi n i n g  what it i s  
that w e  are , what it  i s  that w e  need , a n d  to refuse certa i n  k inds of 
cooperation when they are not what we say we are a l l  about. 

Thank you. 

Jesse Vazquez 

Our panel ists today have ably addressed i ssues of multicultural 

15 



Explorations in Sights and Sounds 

education , cultural studies, and conflicts of these areas with ethn ic 
studies. They have discussed the question of autonomy and the structure 
of ethnic studies programs. They have addressed those issues which 
directly shape our relationships with the community, the origins of ethn ic 
studies and their relationship to communit ies. They have asked, "Where 
is ethn ic stud ies research tak ing us? " Additionally, the question of 
recruitment, tenure and promotion has been raised. F i nal ly ,  they ad
dressed the question of autonomy which takes us back to the foundi ng 
pri nciples of ethnic studies. I would now like to open the f loor for 
discussion .  

Q :  I f  you could do anyth ing you wanted to do, what would you do with 
ethn ic studies? 

A: Hu-DeHart: I would l ike to have a department. Currently, we have 1 0  
faculty members but we don't have department autonomy. This is 
blocki ng  our progress. We should discuss why the Un iversity of Colorado 
at Boulder put so many resources in bui ldi ng something i n  ethn ic studies 
and is now stoppi ng us dead in our tracks when we have gotten so popular 
and promi nent i n  f ive years. The polit ics behi nd this is i nterest i ng  to know. 
My wish is to have autonomy. 

Perry: With regard to havin g  that kind of organ izational i nput , that k ind 
of autonomy, I 've been elected chair of  the arts and sciences council. That 
is where you can get i nvolved with the politics of your own survival. The 
politics of promoti ng ethnic studies requires that you become more 
pol it ical ly astute i n  academe, more expert on how the bureaucracy works, 
and on being able to manipulate that bureaucracy. If you're not playi ng i n  
that area, then you are vulnerable. 

Jones: Can I just add something to that? I agree with what you both 
said. Departments are important. However, each i nstitution is somewhat 
different and just to follow up, when I got to Brown , I thought that the Table 
of Organ izat ion said something about how the place was run. Dumb! 
Wrong! And as Bob says, i t  takes a while to f igure out where the power 
real ly is. I n  the Table of Organization , for example, it m ight appear that a 
part icular Dean has a whole lot of power. He has his budget and his slush 
fund ,  yet, all the power is really i n  the Provost's office. You have to learn 
how the i nstitut ion works. 

Second, general ly I agree that departments make sense but you have 
to know what works at your institution. Departments m ight be key at your 
i nstitution ,  but I've been at schools where departments are just paper. 
They don 't have any real power. Power is at the Dean of the Col lege's 
level or somewhere else. The bottom l i ne is you have to know where the 
power is. You have to know how the place works. Then exploit that. 

Vazquez: I guess I would also say i n  response that that reflects back 
to what Hu-DeHart said. You really have to know what ethn ic studies is 
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on your campus. What do you want it to be? Then you need to understand 
the structure of that un iversity-- its pol it ics and governance structure . At 
some universities and col leges, it may make real sense to have a center-
a research center--and not get i nvolved with curriculum : At others,  the 
departmental route may be the way to go. I've talked about it in te rms of 
look ing at multi p le strateg ies for i nfus ing  eth n ic  studies the way you 
def ine it onto your campuses. You must defi ne  what you want eth n ic 
studies to be. Then you must decide what is the best way to accompl ish 
that on your campus. Is it by hav ing  a department? Is it  by having  a 
research center? Is it by havi ng  an i nstitute? Is it by having  an area studies 
type of prog ram? How can you best create what you need? What do the 
students want,  and how can we move the adm i n istration and othe rs to 
add the k ind of resources we need? 

Q: I was wonderi ng  what are the sentiments of the panel  on what an ethn ic  
studies association can do on a lega l  level to  stop harassment of  an ethn ic  
studies department or p rogram by a un iversity admi n istration ? 

A: Pe rry :  I th i nk the National Associat ion wil l , at some point ,  become 
involved in establ ish i ng  or he l p i ng  to establ ish guide l i nes, p rocedures 
and pol ic ies for ethn ic  studies departments, centers, and p rog rams. 
These pol ic ies wi l l  defi ne  what we are al l about, what our values are. We 
wi l l  eventual ly have a structure so we can actually mediate disputes that 
happen i n  eth n ic studies across the country. We need a ve ry strong 
national association for ethn ic  studies. Th is g roup needs to get to the 
point where we can g ive some help to you. I 'd l ike to say th is, when you 
p ick a f ight l ike that,  you should know that you're go ing to win.  You real ly 
need to know that you can wi n. Otherwise what can happen could be 
disastrous. I 'm hop ing  that the homework that you did means that you 
know you're goi ng to win th is f ight  because you have the r ight to f ight back. 

Hu-DeHart: I want to i nterject some real ism i nto th is. It may be n ice to 
th i nk that an Association like NAES could do someth i n g  like that. But the 
fact of the matte r is, NAES has deve loped separate ly from other  eth n ic  
specif ic associations and conti nues to do so. There is the National 
Counc i l  of B lack Studies, the Nat ional Association of Ch icano Studies, 
the somewhat defunct Native American Studies Association ,  the Asian 
American Studies Association ,  the Puerto R ican Studies Association ,  the 
Caribbean Studies Association and so on. We have a p lethora of eth n ic  
specif ic assoc iations i n  addit ion to  NAES. A l l  o f  us can on ly re late 
professional ly to only one or two of those. I'm a l itt le  bit concerned that 
NAES may not yet be seen as an umbrel la organ i zation. I n  a way, that's 
not bad because eth n ic  studies is extremely dive rse . I don't know how we 
would go about establ ish i ng  accreditat ion guideli nes and whethe r  peop le 
would accede to that at this moment. But maybe that's the di rection we 
need to th i nk about i f  that's what we th i nk we are :  a discip l i ne or a f ie ld. 
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I don't  see that myself i n  the near future. Alternatively , I see the growth i n  
the ethn ic  focused assoc iations. 

Q: A l l  of you represent i nstitutes ,  programs,  centers that are in fact eth n ic  
stud ies .  Would you comment on the conti nui ng  development of  eth n ic  
specif ic programs? 
A :  Perry : I somewhat agree and disagree with Hu-DeHart. I thi nk that 
NAES can be an  umbrella organ ization that's  speaks to the hundreds of 
ethn ic  studies programs that exist throughout the country. I be long to 
Nat ional Counci l  of Black Studies. A colleague of m i ne belongs to 
Nationa l  Assoc iat ion of Chicano Studies .  But still we are together i n  an 
ethn ic  studies ent ity. 

I n  my own case,  we're talk ing  about reconfi guration. The pol it ics of 
that is people are goi ng to come i n  and look at the strength and 
weaknesses of programs ,  not just ethn ic studies but throughout the entire 
college. For example,  I ' m  now the chair of the arts and sc iences counci l .  
I am goi ng to be a part of dec id ing how evaluation i s  goi ng to be done 
withi n our college. I t  would be very useful for us in ethn ic  studies to have 
peop le  from the Nat ional  Assoc iation of Ethn ic Studies come in to he lp  
with evaluat ing  ethn ic studies departments. I would be more comfortab le  
w i th  some of  you folks com ing  i n  and looki ng at  our program .  This  k ind 
of  organ ization can provide thi s  role and it should. To some extent, we 
could get cooperation from the other ethn ic specif ic organ izations .  We 
s hould try and enl ist at least the heads of those programs to be i nvolved 
i n  NAES i n  order to ga in  some addit ional pol it ical c lout. If we're goi ng  to 
be ab le  to affect nat ional and local pol icy, we need a strong organ ization .  
I f  organ i zat ions can come together , and part ic ipate together and yet 
ma inta i n  the ir own autonomy, we become a far more v iab le pol it ical force 
to contend with. 

Vazquez:  These i ssues are real. I see NAES as an umbrella organ i 
zation .  I t 's prob lematic when you talk about developi n g  accreditation .  I t 's 
not i nsurmountable ; i t 's problematic. NAES needs to show even more 
support and encourage more scholarship i n  the area. We need to 
drastically i ncrease commun ication between and among the var ious 
ethn ic  specif ic assoc iations .  We're try ing to do that in NAES. We've 
deve loped a coup le of p lenar ies in the past couple of years that have 
brought representatives together. Not only do we need to conti nue to do 
that, so we can talk about s im ilar challenges that we face as well as and 
chal lenges that a re different, but we also need to encourage other 
assoc iat ions ,  (NCBS ,  Puerto R ican Studies ,  AAS) to conti nue that 
dialogue among themselves . We don't talk enough with each other, yet 
we face some of the same issues : the problem of leg it imacy on cam
puses,  promotion and tenure , and much more . We need to i ncrease 
commun ication so that we can better l i nk up with those assoc iations .  Fact 
is that many of our NAES members are also members of these organiza-
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t ions and they can help beg i n  to build these bridges .  
Hu-DeHart:  But, we do need to be cogn izant of  the pol it ics that 

conti nues to be behind ethn ic studies . For example, when the Chicano 
students at UCLA went on a hunger strike , they would only settle for 
Chicano studies.  There were people on the UCLA faculty who were try ing  
to use the opportunity to  develop a more comparative and cross cultural 
and multidisc ipl i nary ethn ic  studies undergraduate department or pro
gram.  Polit ically it  just wouldn ' t  go. Scholars and academics and even 
people l i nked to the commun ity may know what should be i n  place .  
However , what the students and other people want may be different. 

Addit ionally , let 's speak the truth and put thi ngs on the table.  Afr ican 
American studies i s  probably the oldest and longest establ ished, and on 
those campuses where Afr ican American studies i s  well establ ished with 
faculty and autonomy, even if the faculty knows otherwise ,  they are not 
genui nely ready to share that space with a broadly conceived ethn ic 
studies un it . I have v is ited several campuses where there i s  growing 
tens ion among various groups of  students of  color. As ian American 
students-- iron ically the fastest growing  group on campuses across thi s  
country--fi nd that they have no academic presence i n  the curr iculum . 
They look at black students on the campus , often a smaller ,  shr i nki ng  
group and  they see  that Afr ican American studies is  the largest ethn ic 
studies type of  program on campus . From the Asian American student 
point of view, they thi nk they are disenfranchised in the curr iculum .  They 
go to the well-establ ished Afr ican American studies program ,  and ask, 
"How about lett ing us i n ? "  And, they find the door slammed in their  face. 

They conti nue to face this  type of pol it ics on campuses . We may all 
have a clear vis ion of ethn ic  studies that we can all agree on i n  pri nc iple 
but we have to deal with polit ics. The reason Boulder succeeded in havi ng 
a center which reta ins  four ethn ic  groups withi n an umbrella i s  that we 
didn't have a strong program i n  any of  these four f ields i n  place.  So that 
it wasn't that hard to forge a different model of ethn ic studies . But on 
campuses that I have v is ited, where you have one strong program or you 
have one strong demographic group , it just doesn 't  seem as eas ily 
achievable. 

Jones: I don't thi nk that scholarsh ip  and polit ics can be so neatly 
divided i nto those two categories. F i rst of all , I think our students are not 
so much persuaded by what we say but by what we do, at least at Brown .  
They watch what we do as scholars of  color . Do we support one  another? 
Do we do joint scholarship?  Do we turn up in one another'S classes? Are 
we in one another's communit ies? When the Lati nos tr ied to get a voters 
drive goi n g ,  were there black studies professors there? Yes there were . 
That's what they look at and that's why we haven't had the problems at 
Brown. It goes back to the k ind of scholarshi p  that you do as well as the 
actions of the pol it ical establ ishment. I know about some of the i nc idents 
you talk about. There is a certain respons ibil ity put upon black studies 
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people because we were there f i rst , and most of us feel i t .  
Hu-DeHart :  But it's a divide and conquer mechanism . . .  
Jones: Most of us fee l i t .  A lso ,  you've got t o  do your scholarship ,  

you've go t  to publ ish ,  you want to teach your students yet you have this 
who le other set of responsibi l it ies. We need to do more inte rdisc ip l inary 
work on re lat ionsh ips among communit ies of co lor .  Our students need to 
see us doing it, and it  needs to turn up in our courses and in our 
publ ications. That's what needs to happen. But as fo r po l i t ics, as an o ld 
Chicagoan, I know that po l it ics never takes care of itse lf .  We have to take 
care of po l it ics. 

Q: Can we recruit students into ethnic studies and can they f ind jobs? 

A: Pe rry :  That 's a pr imary myth that people in ethnic studies have . Can 
historians get jobs with B .A .s? Can SOC io log ists get j obs with B .A .s? Can 
anthropo log ists get jobs with B .A .s? It 's a quest ion I think that peop le 
often ask. I 've t racked people that we've g raduated with ethn ic studies 
B .A.s .  They are more apt to get a job than those with B .A .s  in history.  

Hu-DeHart :  I agree at the B.A. leve l ,  a B.A. in ethnic studies is as good 
a l ibe ra l a rts deg ree as any. Most l iberal arts deg rees don't po int you to 
a caree r. I t 's not l i ke getting a business deg ree or accounting deg ree.  
R ight? I f  you have a Ph. D .  in ethnic studies, you are far more l i ke ly to get  
a job than if you have one in American history .  That's the i rony .  There are 
more jobs than there are take rs. But because most of us are not 
autonomous, we don't have enough g raduate p rog rams. We' re not 
t ra i n ing peop le fast enough to meet the demand fo r peop le t ra ined with 
ethnic studies to go  out into the teaching fo rce . 

Q :  Then I should g ive you my CV. 

A :  Hu-DeHart:  What's your deg ree in? 

Q: Comparative cultures which is American and ethnic studies. 

A :  Hu-DeHart :  You m ight think so , but it may not meet other people's 
defi n it ion  of ethn ic studies. There are only two Ph. D .  p rog rams run by 
ethn ic studies p rograms. Temple University's ve ry afrocentric African 
American studies Ph. D .  and the Berkeley Ph. D . ,  and that 's i t .  If people 
look specifica l ly  not fo r comparative cultures, not fo r culture studies, but 
fo r ethn ic studies with its ve ry c lear definit ion, there is only one p lace and 
they can't p roduce them fast enough. 

Q: People on committees who are do ing hi ring in departments pay more 
attent ion to the name of the deg ree than to the curriculum? 
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A: Hu- DeHart: Wel l ,  if you're hiring a historian , aren't you going to look 
for a person with a degree in history first before you look for a Ph . D .  
in something e lse? 

Jones: I think that's part of the issue that Miguel discussed. Usual ly--and 
this gets back to the whole question of autonomy--an ethnic studies unit has 
a certain kind of person in mind and they may say: "We want someone who 
does Chicano history or we want someone who does Native American art, 
or whatever. "  That's real ly  the kind of person they had in mind and that 
means that person could have been trained anywhere in a "traditional "  
department or in something else. But they generally do have something 
specific in mind. 

Hu-DeHart : That's real ly important to keep in mind, Rhett. If we hire in 
our ethnic studies center, if we want somebody trained in African 
American literature, we are looking for someone completely different than 
what the English department is looking for when they are looking for 
someone in African American literature. We may still cal l  it the same thing 
but let me tel l  you, we are looking for very different people. 

Vazquez : And that goes back to the founding principles of ethnic 
studies which departs radical ly from the principles and the practices of 
"traditional "  departments. You have very different assumptions of what 
folks can and cannot do, and you have different kinds of operating 
guidelines. 

Carranza: We just had a search that ended unsuccessful ly. It was a 
joint appointment in Latino studies and psychology. Each had very 
different ideas about the person that would fil l  their part of that joint 
appointment and it so ended unsuccessfully. The psychology people 
agreed on the best candidate and Latino studies agreed on the best 
candidate and they turned out to be two different people. They weren't 
going to hire two different people so the search went down the tubes. 

Jones: Can I speak to that? We have joint appointments at Brown. 
We've been at it a long time. We sort of learned the hard way that the time 
to negotiate the kind of person you want for a joint appointment is up front, 
before you even advertise. That might mean a lot of meetings. But, if you 
can't do it up front, you just don't do it. The other thing that we have at 
Brown is joint appointments in which Afro-American studies controls the 
slots. Once we make up our minds that we want someone say, for 
example, in modern popular culture, then we can go to American 
civilization--that's what we cal l  American studies at Brown--and tell them , 
This is the kind of person we would like. Is this somebody you'd be happy 
with? " And they might say, "Yeah, but we'd like this, this, this and this . "  
And we might spend the better part o f  an academic year working out an 
agreement. Then we do the search. The person is appointed and he/she 
holds a joint appointment in American civilization and Afro-American 
studies so long as they are at Brown. 

Hu-DeHart: Who does the tenuring decision-making? 

2 1  



Explorations in Sights and Sounds 

Jones :  Both , because it's a joint appointment.  But that comes down to 
defi ning what you want up front and spe l l ing a l l  the rules out.  Now if that 
person  leaves the u n iversity , then  the position reverts back to African
American studies.  We could make another appointment with American 
c iv i l i zation or with another department.  

Carranza: Where's the tenure l ine? 
Jones :  The tenure is in both . 

Q :  What if the units don't agree on  the reappo intment or tenur ing? 

A :  Jones :  That shouldn't happen if you do your work rig ht. We learned th is  
the hard way. You have to do i t  step by step .  We have had div ided 
recommendations for appoi ntments and in that case the person doesn ' t  
get appo i nted. That doesn't happen now as often as in the past. 

Carranza: I just want to respond real quick to Rhett . I have an 
i l lustration  that I could share . In this i n stance,  there was cons iderable 
discuss ion  ahead of t ime . I t  was durin g  the time when I was the 
adm i n istrator i n  the dean 's  off ice.  We felt that there was an agreement 
as to the k ind of person that we wanted until the candidates came i n .  Then 
Lati n o  studies said, "Here's th is  one we real ly l ike" and psychology said,  
" H ere 's this  one we real ly l i ke , "  and they were two different peop le .  One 
other thi n g :  at our univers ity, tenure now resides on ly in one unit  so that 
your tenure home is c lear. I 'm  on  the books as hav ing  a cont inuous 
appo i ntment in both socio logy and in ethn ic studies (6-tenths in soc io logy 
and 4-tenths in eth n ic  studies) . I f  they did away with ethn ic studies , I 
guess I would be left with just 6-tenths in socio logy .  That mig ht be an 
i ssue . They've now changed that. The university has sa id that you can 
o n ly have a cont inuous appoi ntment in one  un i t .  Here 's where the contro l 
of the posit ion  is very impo rtant. In this case, psycho logy was go ing  to be 
the te nure home, the conti nuous appoi ntment would be in psycho logy 
with a spec ia l  appointment in Lati no  studies .  

Perry : We have three joint appoi ntments with f ive ful l appointments i n  
eth nic studies . W e  have two with women's studies a n d  o n e  with socio l 
ogy .  For  us , 60 percent o f  each appointment i s  i n  eth nic studies and it 's 
negotiated up front. The other un its on ly  have i nput i nto the dec is ion .  They 
rea l ly  don't  even have a vote to b lock tenure or promotion .  That's the k ind 
of power you have to negotiate up front. You need that k ind of protect ion 
in order to protect the survival of the candidate . 

Q :  I understand that a very large part of education is not just learn ing  facts . 
It i s  a fact that students were participating in that aspect of educat ion 
which led to the deve lopment of eth n ic  studies ,  but I would not have 
surv ived without ethnic studies .  As I have been in the university I have 
discovered someth i ng  that is quite frightenin g .  According to the Chronicle 
of Higher Education, 89 percent of the faculty in h i g her education is 
wh itenon -H ispan ic .  Ethn ic  studies is used as a unit for hiring people of 

22 



Number 15 (Summer 1995) 

color. If the un iversity must h ire an "eth n ic "  they dum p  them i n  the eth n ic  
studies department .  They are not h ir i ng  b lacks or  H ispan ics i n  tradit iona l  
departme nts. They put you i n  another sect i on  where you are i gnored 
as a less leg i t i mate scholar . As a result ,  our scho larsh i p  is treated as more 
esoteric ,  mean ingful . 

A: Jones: Let me respond to the last part first .  Esoteric and mean i ngless 
scholarsh ip  is found i n  tradit ional f ie lds and i n  eth n ic studies. I 'm one of 
those peop le ,  as Eve lyn said,  who was o ld enoug h to start out before 
there was such a th i ng  as ethn i c  studies. I had a full-t ime tenure track 
appoi ntment in the department of history when tenure l i nes were created 
in Afro-American studies. I sa id,  "There is no way that I ' m  go i ng  to sit over 
here in th is h istory department when they are bui ldi n g  someth i ng  that 's 
crucia l  to my peop le  as a who le r ight across the street . "  I went to a dean 
and sa id, "I want a jo in t  appo i ntment . "  He said, "Well , what are we go ing  
to  do with your slot i n  h istory?"  I said, "That's your problem because I want 
it . " You see , I don 't th ink  ethn ic studies is i llegit imate . I don't th ink  that by 
be ing i n  an ethn ic  studies unit I 'm losing anyth ing .  I certai nly don't th ink the 
scholarsh ip  is esoteric .  I th i nk  it 's very re levant to the needs of our country. 

Hu- DeHart : If you don 't believe that about your own work i n  ethn ic  
studies, then you don ' t  fal l into that l i ne  of  th ink ing .  That's what other 
people are say ing about us and if we internal i ze i t ,  then yes, we have 
fal len vict im to that .  But I want to say that we need to separate eth n ic 
studies as a disc ip l i ne  and a f ield from affirmative act ion .  Just because 
you're Asian American ,  Afr ican American or Lat i no ,  doesn't mean that a l l  
you do  is eth n ic studies. We do  all k i nds o f  thi n gs and we shouldn't just 
confi ne ourse lves to eth n ic studies. S im i l ar ly ,  there are non-people-of
color who are mov ing  very energetica l ly  i nto eth n ic studies.  I hope that we 
w i l l  be able to open our doors more widely to peop le ,  based on the ir  
commitment and the ir work and not on the ir  racial ident i ty .  We need to 
make that dist i nctio n .  We just don't go hire any person of color off the 
street and t h i nk  that person is e l i g i ble to do ethnic studies. We need to 
look just as c losely as any other group of scho lars at a person's 
credent ia ls, commitment and values before we hire . We have wh ite 
scho lars in our uni t .  

Q. :  The un iversity remains 89.5 percent wh ite , non-H ispan ic .  We have 
not ful ly  i ntegrated . . .  

A :  Hu-DeHart : That's true . But that's not our prob le m .  
Perry : That's not our j o b  . .  . 
Both :  That's the ir  prob lem . .  . 
Perry : I t's not ethn ic  studies' job to do that .  

Carranza:  We should not let them equate eth n ic studies with 
affirmative act ion .  
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H u - DeHart: That's right. 
Carranza: We're going to hire five racial minority faculty and p ut them 

i n  ethnic studies and there's our affirmative action? No!  Affirmative action 
is on m ulti ple levels and that means that you can hire an African American 
chemist who does chemistry and not necessarily Afr ican American 
chemistry . That's the reality of it. 

H u- DeHart: Let's g ive an example. Shelby Steele is in the Engl ish 
department at San Jose State Univers ity and wouldn't feel comfortable at 
all in African American studies and vice versa and that's f ine.  I t 's great that 
we have this kind of diversity. 

Carranza: Here's another example of the mental ity and the identity 
question that's placed on minority scholars . You get an Afr ican American 
student in chemistry and his advisor says , " Do you want to be black or do 
you want to be a chemist?" He's telling this  to a graduate student. This  
is  the kind of  mentality that you face and it comes out  in  terms of 
aff irmative action as well. You h ire these people and then you put them 
off into these programs .  

I see ethnic studies as on a miss ion to the core, the academic core 
of univers i ties and i nstitutions . To do that, we have to recognize that we 
can become part of that core. We won't j ust resemble the core as it was 
beforewe got there, we will actually change the environment of the core. 
Ethnic studies should produce a change in the university .  

Vazq uez: Part of the orig inal mission of ethnic studies was to be a 
transformative force in the university. On that note, I would l ike to bri ngth is  
Plenary sess ion to a close, and express our  thanks and appreciation for 
thi s  informative panel and to you in the audience for your attendance and 
part ic ipation. I am sure we all have much more to think about now. Thank 
you ,  all . 

Editor's Note: A b ibliography containing selected works published by 
these individuals on the subject of ethnic studies and ethnic studies 
programs is  included here for readers' convenience. 
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Nancy Ableman n  and John Lie. Blue Dreams: Korean Americans 

and the Los Angeles Riot. (Cambridge,  MA:  Harvard U n ivers ity 

Press, 1 995) 272 pp . ,  $29 .95.  

Beg i n n i ng with a poet ic t i t le ,  Blue Dreams, the  authors recount 
i n  depth as to how the Blue Dreams of the Korean American merchants 
i n  the East Los Ange les had shattered in the m idst of 1 992 riot that turned 
out to be "e lus ive dreams" in America (Blue symbol izes color of heaven ,  
sky,  and  hope for Koreans) . 

The book not on ly portrays the Los Ange les r iot s urrou nd ing  the 
Korean merchants but a lso characterizes d iaspora of the Koreans in 
America . The authors have a lso exami ned with scholarly i ns i ghts the 
more complex soc io-economic and pol i t ical  u nderp lay the Koreans 
encou ntered i n  the ir  "Promised New Land" :  motives for em igrat ion , c lass 
d ist i nct ion , eth n ic sol idarity, micro-econom ic entrepreneursh ip ,  occupa
t ional  downward syndrome, etc . 

I n  the context as out l i ned i n  the foregoi ng ,  the authors engage 
themse lves i n  comprehens ive i nterv iews and conversat ions with the 
vict ims ,  counse lors , and soc ia l  workers in order to obta i n  vast arrays of 
und istorted i nformation , some of wh ich have not been reported i n  the 
media .  Moreover, the authors poig nant ly poi nt out that the ongoi ng 
confl icts between the Korean Americans and the Afr ican Amer icans had 
not been newly rooted in  the Los Ange les r iot i n  1 992 but spru ng  u p  from 
the wh ite resentment of the B lacks i n  America and was mag n if ied by 
Korean 's discr i m inat ion aga inst them wh ich they had acqu ired i n  Korea 
prior to com ing  to the U n ited States. 

The authors have a lso observed i ns i ghtfu l ly that Korean Ameri
cans not only reveal d iscri m i natory and prov inc ia l  att i tudes agai nst other  
eth n ic  m i norit ies in  the U n ited States , but  a lso among the Koreans 
themselves based on the ir  soc io-economic status  and the reg ional  
ori g i ns  i n  the ir  nat ive land .  

There have been n umerous newspaper and journal art ic les on  
the Los Ange les  r iots . To th is  reviewer, however, t h i s  i s  the first book i n  
America wh ich  has accounted for the many unspoken c ircumstances and 
issues s urrou n d i ng the r iots . 

The language and the sty le of wri t i ng  i n  the  book are profound ly  
scholar ly .  Some readers , however , may f ind the two chapters "O iaspora 
Formation :  Modern ity and Mob i l ity" and "American Ideolog ies on Tria l "  to 
be u n necessary for i nc lus ion i n  the book, presuppos i ng  the mai n focus of 
the book to be on Korean Americans and the Los Ange les R iots as such .  
Some readers may a lso f ind  the "Conc lus ion" i n  the book to  be somewhat 
lengthy with re iterat ions of some of the theories and i ssues previous ly 
argued .  I t  may be more powerfu l  i f  the authors had recap i tu lated the 
sa l ient poi nts they i ntended to emphasize.  
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I n  reviewi ng references, it appears that the authors do not 
i nclude Korean newspapers published in America dea l i ng  with the r iots 
(The Korea Daily, The Korea Central Daily News, The Dong Aha Daily) 

and the documentary videos ("L.A. Is  Burn i n g :  F ive and "Sa- I -Gu" [Apr i l  
1 9 , 1 992] , [Nat ional Asian-American Tele-Commun ication Associat ion , 
San Francisco , 1 994] ). 

U ndoubtedly,  the authors put together the book with enormous 
perception of and empathy toward the Blue Dreamers and the real ities 
which transformed i nto "E lusive American Dreams."  As K.W. Lee, a noted 
Korean journal ist and the Freedom Forum awardee of 1 994 put it ,  "Blue 

Dreams is a welcome exploration by outsiders i nto the vex ing and largely 
i nv is ib le Korean American predicament in Los Angeles and the nation." 

Eugene C. K im 
Cal ifornia State Un iversity, Sacramento 

Sherman Alexie. The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven. 

(New York: Atlantic Month ly Press,  1 993) 223 pp. ,  $21 .00 c loth . 

A member of the Spokane tribe, A lexie writes the heart of a 
commun ity that is joi ned through hardship ,  hope, land, and story. On  and 
off the reservation , from the storytel l ing of Thomas Bui lds-the-F ire to 
Norma's fancydancin g ,  a drumbeat of home fol lows everyone. 

A lexie deals with what many I ndian people in cit ies and on 
reservations across America experience everyday-pow-wows and a l l 
I nd ian basketbal l  games that are just as  rea l  as  alcohol and  other 
common tragedies l i ke car accidents and the U. S. govern ment's broken 
prom ises. With his poet's eye for viv id detail ,  Alexie pul ls readers i nto the 
text, making  us experience reservation l ife and, especia l ly through his 
exceptional  characterizations and poignant humor, i nvit i ng  us to make an 
emotional i nvestment i n  this com munity. The reader becomes both 
part ic ipant and observer via the different stories' first-person and third
person poi nts of view. A lso, throughout the book, reader and reappeari ng  
characters keep crossi ng each other's paths, as  i f  the reader were a part 
of the commun ity and thus fated to receive these frag ments of community 
members' l ives. 

The reader identif ies with the characters' ordi nary situations, but 
we go deeper than identif ication when the ord inary becomes extraordi 
nary , as  it often does i n  th is  mag ical col lection. "The ordi nary , "  one of 
Alex ie's narrators says, "can be like medici ne. "  I n  the chapter for wh ich 
Alex ie takes an epigraph from Kafka's The Trial, we experience the eerie 
truth of the wonderful l ies of storytel ler Thomas Builds-the-Fire. P laced on 
the witness stand, Thomas confesses to the 1 858 ki l l i n g  of two U.S .  
soldiers; he confesses to history. Thomas holds himself responsib le 
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because as an e mbodiment of his people, he embodies the people's 
stor ies. He has inherited his ancestors' act ions, just as whites have, 
though the white people in what the judge heatedly calls the "fucking 
court[room)" don't comprehend this. 

In Alexie's vision of Spokane l ife , " i t  is always now. That 's what 
Indian t ime is. " Alex ie writes of the past , present , and future-not a l inear 
tell ing , but backwards and forwards and in the s imultaneous present all 
at once, l ike remembering , a putting back together. The reader is 
encouraged to think about the past , owning instead of denying i t .  
Because the history of white- Indian suffer ing is st ill festering , through 
Thomas's ludicrous, yet historically and temporally transforming confes
sion, the reader (Spokane and non-Spokane) can real ize and be 
absolved of the guilt of never-ending stories of ordinary horror, thus 
affording the extraordinary opportunity to heal the past , restoring to the 
descendants of all the sufferers the human ab il ity too "sm ile [andj laugh 
again" and thereby make room for joy, new life , the future.  

For the non-Nat ive , this collection of short stor ies is a look at 
reservat ion l ife, a storyteller's g ift to foster understanding . For American 
Indians, the book is a window into the life of another tri bal community . For 
the Spokane , Alexie's vision is a rem inder to everyone , even themselves, 
that the Spokane exist ,  l iving the reservat io'n commonplace of tragedy 
and survival , but through the visionary power of the " tr ibal imag inat ion . "  

Hershman John and El izabeth McNeil 
Arizona State University 

E l izabeth Ammons and Annette Wh ite-Parks, eds.  Tricksterism in 
Turn-of-the-Century American Literature: A Multicultural Perspec
tive. (Hanover and London : Tufts U n ivers ity/U n ivers ity Press of 
New England,  1 994) 201 pp.  

Opening the volume is a brief introduct ion by Elizabeth Am mons 
in which she discusses the major prem ise around wh ich  th is book is 
organized-namely, that "tr icksterism" is a phenomenon in turn-of-the
century l i terature that , through tricks in authorship and narrat ive intent ion, 
d isrupts the "master narrat ive" of the dom inant rac ist Anglo culture . The 
art icles concern works from a range of cultural backgrounds: Chinese 
American, M exican American, Nat ive American,  European American, 
and African American. Each art icle includes endnotes and a l ist of works 
c ited. The volume also offers contri butors' notes and an index. 

Two of the art icles are less successful than the others . The 
connections between Frank Norris's McTeague character and the Coy
ote trickster are unconvincing in Eric Anderson's "Manifest Dentistry , or 
Teaching Oral Narrat ive in McTeagues and Old Man Coyote . " Tiffany Ana 
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Lopez's "Mar ia Crist i na  Mena :  Turn -of-the-Century La Ma l i nche ,  and 
Other Ta les of Cultural (Re}Construct ion"  i s  a we l l - i ntent ioned p iece that ,  
unfortunate ly ,  does not meet the more profess ional standard set by the 
best of the essays i n  the co l l ect ion .  

The on ly  art ic le  by Ammons is  her  very short i ntroduct ion . 
An nette Wh ite-Parks, the co-ed itor, does not i nclude an i ntroduct ion of 
her own . Bes ides i nadequate ed i t ing apparent i n  some of the art icles ,  l i ke 
Lopez's ,  the copyed it i ng  is clumsy throug hout . For i nstance , Paul Rad i n ' s  
n a m e  is spelled "Rod in "  i n  Wh ite-Parker's art icle . Rad i n ' s  early work on  
the tr ickster i s  probably the most well- known i n  the f ield . Other copyed it i ng  
problems i nclude i ncons istently presented or  om itted i nformat ion i n  
works cited segments . 

I n  her i ntroduct ion ,  Ammons cites d isappo int i ngly few works of 
trickster archetype/tr ickster d iscourse scholarsh ip ,  as i s  true for the rest 
of the writers in the antho logy.  Jeanne Smith 's  "'A Second Tongue ' :  The 
Tr ickster' s Voice in the Works of Zitkala-Sa"-an i nterest i ng  and well
written art icle-exemp l i f ies the volume's l im ited theoret ical framework.  
Though c i t i ng  a number of pr imary and secondary texts on  Lakota (S ioux) 
myth and several of the few cr i t ical works availab le on Zitkala-Sa (who 
was Dakota, not Lakota ,  as Sm ith  states) , as far as trickster theory ,  Sm ith  
ment ions only two s i gn if icant works-and one of these , wh ich i s  c i ted in  
most  of  the essays i n  the volume,  i s  on  the Afr ican American ,  rather than 
Native American , trickster. 

Eve n thoug h tr i ckster ism focuses more on trickster authorsh i p  
t h a n  on  t h e  funct ion o f  tr ickster o r  tr ickster d iscourse ,  t o  use t h e  term 
"tr ickster" in any scholarly regard seems to warrant a more i n -depth 
awareness of theory on  the archetype and on trickster d iscourse from oral 
throug h contemporary written l i terature . Though the art icles do not do 
just ice to the range of ava i lable tr ickster scholarsh i p ,  nearly all offer 
valuable i ns i ghts i nto the l ives and works of part icular authors , some of 
whom have been understud ied to date.  

E l i zabeth McNe il 
Arizona State U n ivers ity 

Alfred Arteaga ed. An Other Tongue. (Durham and London :  Duke 
Un ivers ity Press,  1 994). 291 pp .  

Peop le  who are regarded as m i norit ies by the ir dominant peers 
are pressured to estab l i s h  the ir ident ity as c i t izens of a nat ion and as 
i nd iv idua ls of a d ist i nct culture . Their  identity may be art iculated d iffer
ently governed by such factors as language ,  race , gender ,  po l it ica l  and 
economical status , and so on .  A l l  of the f ifteen essays co l lected i n  th is  
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book are purported to address various  mater ia l  cond i t ions of d iscourse 
revolving around nat ion and ethnic ity with specia l  focus on l ing u ist ic 
cond i t ions in the Un ited States , the Caribbean, Europe, and Asia. These 
essays rough ly fal l i nto two categories accord ing to their focus either on 
the styles or the content of the d i scourse in l i terature, trans lat ions, and 
heterog loss ia .  The q ual ity of these essays is not uniform.  Some are mere 
exerc ises in rhetoric with l i tt le substance, wh i le some others have too 
narrow a scope or the points of arg u ment are not c lear. As a who le, th is  
book wi l l  serve best for  those who are interested in theoret ical  orienta
t ions or ethnic writers who are drawn to such f ig ures as M ikha i l  Bakhtin 
and Jacques Derr ida .  

The f irst three essays deal with the phenomenon of l i ngu ist ic 
hybr id izat ion which occurs in response to the conf l ict between nat ion and 
'ethnos ' .  In Arteaga's An Other Tongue quadra l ingua l  Ch icano poetry 
written in Span i sh ,  Eng l i sh ,  Nahuat l , and C h icano is d iscussed . Tejas h i n i  
N iranjana , i n  Colonialism a n d  the Politics of Translation i s  concerned with 
Puritan izat ion and Protestant ism in Eng l ish  trans lat ions of nat ive verses 
from Kannada, a South I nd ian  language. Ling u i st ic hybr id izat ion in I r ish 
nat iona l ist des ire for a s i ng le ton g ue in h is Adulteration and the Nation: 
Monologic Nationalism and the Colonial Hybrid. 

Eugene Eoyang i n  h i s  Seeing with Another I: Our Search for 
Other Worlds 'bri ngs up  relat ionsh ips between selves and others from the 
i ntercu ltural perspective.  The 'others' happen to be Ch icanos for Jean
Luc Nancy who conjectures that being C h icano means to be mest izaje 
without identity. Norma Alarcon opposes Jean-Luc's not ion of mestizaje 
from the postmodernist and fem inist viewpo int , argu ing for the comp lex 
poss ib i l it ies of ' identity- in-d i fference' in her Conjugating Subjects: The 
Heteroglossia of Essence and Resistance. Gera ld V isenor's Ruins of 
Representation i s  practical ly a nat ive American writer's vers ion of Derr ida's 
essays on 'd ifference' . The not ion 'd i fference' i s  app l ied to d i st ing u ish  
female Car ibbean writers in c lose connection to their 'rhetoric o f  ob l i qu ity' 
accord ing to M ichael Cooke in h i s  essay of the same t i t le.  Cordel ia  
Chavez Candelar ia i n  her Difference and Discourse of "Community" in 
writings by and about the Ethnic Other(s) d ism isses a common myth of 
und ifferent iated communal harmony among ethnic m inor i t ies . 

The last f ive essays are concerned with m u lt i - l ing ua l i sm i n  
d ifferent cu ltural a n d  po l i t ical  c ircumstances . Tzvetan Todorov, a Bu lgar
ian exi le in France, exp la ins that h i s  b i l ing ua l - and b icu ltura l i sm do not 
funct ion across l i n g u ist ic ' spheres' in h i s  Dialogism and Schizophrenia. 
Ada Savin makes a sharp d ist inct ion between b i l ingua l i sm by cho ice and 
by co lonia l  force. Whereas Savin sees that l ingu ist ic and cu ltural 
hybr id izat ion in Cervantes '  poetry have a decentral iz ing effect on the 
unifying tendency in language in Bilingualism and Dialogism: Another 
Reading of Lorna Dee Cervantes 's Poetry, Bruce-Novoa cons iders that 
the d ia log ic tact ics of Ch icano authors is a necessary step toward 
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monolog ic nationa l i sm for the r ise of diverse Chicano commun ities i n  h is  
Dialogic Strategies, Monological Goals: Chicano Literature. The use of 
b i l i ngual i sm i n  n i neteenth century Chicano poetry r idicules l i nguist ic and 
soc ia l  acculturat ion by rep lac ing  Span ish with Eng l i sh accord ing  to Lui s  
Torres i n  Bilingualism as  Satire in Nineteenth-Century Chicano Poetry. I n  
Nacer en  Espanol, Edmundo Desnoes rounds up  discuss ions on b i l i n 
gua l i sm with a pess i m ist ic note that the c lash between Span ish and 
Engl ish s i nce the ti me of Arameda wi l l  never end. Such diverse v iew
poi nts on the in teresti ng subject of heterog loss ia as are presented are 
thought provoki n g ,  but is it i ntentional  or accidental that no reference i s  
made to active research and mass ive f ind ings about b i - or i nter- l i ngua l i sm 
i n  a range of  academic disc ip l i nes? 

Kumi ko Takahara 
Un iversity of Colorado 

W i l l iam Br ight. A Coyote Reader. (Berkeley and Los Angeles : 
U n ivers ity of Cal iforn ia Press, 1 993) 202 pp. ,  $30.00 c loth , $1 3 .00 
paper. 

An anthropolog ical l i n guist spec ia l i z ing  in the language and texts 
of the Karuk people of northwestern Cal iforn ia ,  and editor of the b i l i ngual 
col lection Coyote Stories ( 1 978) , Wi l l i am Bright has made his l atest 
volume of "Coyoteana" and "Coyoterotica" access ib le to anyone i nter
ested in the Coyote Trickster. Bright has l ived a long t i me with Coyote 
stor ies and in A Coyote Reader approaches h is  subject with care and 
respect . The volume i nc ludes references and an index . 

Though Bright uses a few twenty-dol lar words and fai l s  to 
trans late a couple of European- language phrases , i n  e ig hteen short 
chapters he engag i ng ly discusses the mythic Coyote. With each section 
focus i n g  on a different aspect of Coyote's behavior, "Coyote the Lecher" 
and "Coyote the Survivor" are, as one fam i l i ar with Tr ickster l iterature 
would predict, twice as long as other sections .  

As Bri g ht exp la ins ,  h is i ntention is  to present both "ethnopoetic" 
trans lat ions of "tradit iona l "  coyote stories and the works of contemporary 
"coyote-poets . "  Offer ing Meso-American and western U . S .  coyote texts , 
i ncluded are Bright's trans lat ions of a number of Karuk Coyote stor ies and 
adaptations of other tri bal ora l  texts that had been previous ly trans lated 
by anthropolog ists . Peter B lue Cloud, Les l ie S i l ko,  S imon Ort iz ,  and 
Wendy Rose are among the contemporary Native American poets 
represented , whi le nontr ibal  wr iters i nclude Mark Twa in ,  Gary Snyder, 
Del l Hymes , and Jarold Ramsey. 

Bri ght briefly in troduces each p iece, contextual i z ing  the work 
geographical ly ,  multicultural ly ,  i n  l iterary h istory , and i n  terms of possib le 
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t ies between myth ic  Coyote attr ibutes and Coyote behavior explained by 
zoolog ical research .  Because throughout the book he attempts to inter
weave the reader's understanding of each of Coyote's traits, some of 
B right's crit ical discussions becomes redundant. The repetit ive structure 
would work ext remely well , however, for underg raduate students study
ing  tr ickster l iteratu re or  l i terature of the American West . 

If instructors do adopt th is text, they shou ld be sensit ive to a 
couple of small p roblems with wording . In the "Coyote the Survivor" 
sect ion , for instance, a long excerpt from Snyder's The Old Ways ( 1 977) 
reads in part, "So, why do modern wri ters and some young people today 
look to Native American lore? . .  [T]here is someth ing to be learned from 
the Native American people about where we are. " Even though  Snyder 
goes on to make an excellent point about wh ite Americans' becoming  
more sensitive "to the spir i t  o f  place" rather than i mposing val ues of 
Eu ropean landscape onto th is  continent , the "we" above is exclusive and 
could marg inal ize non-Anglo students. Another problem of exc l usivity is 
one that Bright  addresses in "A Note about Term inology , "  saying that 
though  he is stuck with gender b ias in quotations, he w i l l  not use the 
exc lusive term "Man (kind) " in the segments of text that he has written
yet he does use "man" several t imes. 

A Coyote Reader is  challeng ing , in that B ri g ht int roduces the 
reader to scholarly theory about th is paradoxical myth ic  fig u re. Yet the 
volume's real charm l ies in i ts wonderful range of Coyote lore, not omitt i ng  
the  scatolog ical and never, as  Bright  explains early anthropologists were 
wont to do, t ranslat ing those parts into Latin. 

Elizabeth McNei l 
Arizona State U n iversity 

Dickson D. Bruce,  J r. Archibald Grimke: Portrait of a Black Indepen

dent. (Baton Rouge:  Lou is iana State Un ivers ity Press, 1 993). 

In th is superb work wh ich  is the first ful l -scale b iography of a man 
who played a major role in the drama that is African American h istory ,  
D ickson D .  Bruce, J r. emerges as both a master of arch ival detective work 
and story-tell ing . Th is professor of h istory at the University of Cal i fo rn ia 
at I rv ine depicts luc idly why G ri mke , thoug h  not of the statu re of Booker 
T. Wash i ngton or W. E . B .  D uBois, "was a major f ig u re of h is t ime" and that 
" h is thought and act ions were considered of g reat si gnif icance by h is  
contemporaries. " " H is l ife , "  Bruce sums up  q u ite aptly, "was a test i mony 
to h is efforts to confront both the demands and l im i tat ions posed by the 
rac ist world in wh ich he had to l ive" . 

This excel lent b iog raphy can be divided i nto th ree parts. The fi rst 
section details Gri mke's l i fe as a slave and later as a freedman. Althoug h  
h e  was the son of a s laveholder of a prominent South Carol ina fam ily who 
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d ied d ur ing  the you nger Gri mke's  early years , it was h is  i l l i terate s lave 
mother who provided the sustenance and guidance for h im and his 
brothers . After the war , he, a long with his brother Francis , attended 
L i ncol n U n iversity (Pen nsylvan ia) ;  and later with the ass istance of h i s  
abol it ion i st au nts , Ange l i ne  and  Sarah, Grimke became the second 
Afr ican American to graduate from the Harvard Law School .  After a 
marriage that ended i n  divorce, he was a part ic ipant in local and nat iona l  
pol i t ics , f irst as a Repub l ican and later as a Democrat, and the author of 
b iographies of Char les Summer and W i l l iam L loyd G arrison . Further
more , Gri mke was the American consu l  to the Domi n ican Repub l ic  d ur ing 
the years between 1 894 and 1 898. 

The second and longest part of this b iography treats Gri mke's l i fe 
d uri n g  the ten years fol lowing his return from the Domi n ican Repub l i c  at 
age 50-a period that Bruce describes as "the most amb iguous [period] . . .  of 
h is  l i fe " .  D ur ing  these ti mes,  Gri mke was a prolific writer , and took Booker 
T. Washi n gton ' s  accomodation ist pos it ion to task, whi le at the same t ime 
worki n g  c losely with the Washi ngton machine. This section ends i n  1 9 1 4 , 
with Gr i mke , as Bruce descr i bes it , "find i ng  his p lace i n  the NAACP a 
source of sat isfaction and effectiveness . . .  ". 

The third and f ina l  section dep icts Grimke 's  rol e  as pres ident of 
the nation 's  largest branch of the NAAC P ,  which was located i n  Wash ing 
ton ,  D . C. Battl i ng  segregation with some success a t  t imes , Grimke's 
career f ina l ly came to a close with his l i nkage to youn g  B lack rad ica ls ,  
s uch as A.  Phi l i p  Rando lph and Chand ler Owen ,  and his retirement from 
the NAACP i n  1 925. Growi ng s i lent ,  he d ied February 25 ,  1 930, after a 
l ong  i l l ness .  

I have one reservation about thi s  sp lend id  work-Bruce's ap
proach often seems too cautious. Primarily because Gr imke was such a 
comp lex f ig ure , he demands a more psycho-ana lytica l  treatment than 
Bruce offers. A bolder presentation wou ld  have perhaps given this reader 
more i ns i ghts into Grimke's ambiguous and vacil lating  pos it ions .  No 
matter. Thi s  work can stand on its own and wi l l  be a va luable addition  to 
the growing body of l iterature on African  American leadership . 

Vernon J. W i l l i ams ,  Jr . 
P urdue U nivers ity 

A.A.  Carr. Eye Killers. American Indian Literature and Crit ical Stud
ies Series, Vol .  1 3 . (Norman : U n ivers ity of Oklahoma Press, 1 995) 
344 pp . ,  $ 1 9 .95.  

Melissa Roanhorse is  having a tough day. Her mother has a 
dr i nki ng  prob lem,  her fish keep dying ,  and she has to contend with the 
everyday pressures of being a high school sophomore which, by them-
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selves, are enough to keep most of us from rememberi ng  those teenage 
years too nosta lg ical ly .  So when Fa l ke ,  an  anc ient  vamp ire who's been 
s leeping off a coma for the last hundred-odd years , shows u p  offeri ng  
im mortal ity and a t icket o ut of  Albuq uerque ,  there's no wonder that 
Me l issa takes the offer and ru ns .  What's a l itt le  blood -suck i ng  compared 
to a lgebra? 

The task of rescu ing  Me l issa fal ls  to her grandfather, M ichae l ,  a 
Navajo sheepherder, and her Eng l i sh  teacher, D iana Logan ,  who has 
been havi ng her own persona l  problems ,  and, fran kly,  needs the exer
c ise .  AA Carr's Eye Killers, the first novel by the documentary f i l mmaker , 
fo l lows the story of the ir efforts , wh ich requ ire M ichael  to recover 
trad i t iona l  Navajo songs and ceremon ies from which he has de l i berate ly 
turned away . 

Th is  may sound l i ke Coyote-meets-Count Dracu la ,  and ,  to a 
certa in  extent ,  it i s .  But  Carr i s  too sk i l l ed a storyte l ler to let the task of 
cu ltural exp l icat ion become onerous. M oreover, he lets h i s  characters 
puzz le with us over what a trio of vamp ires (Fa lke has fr iends)  cou l d  be 
do ing  in a novel ful l  of I nd ians-and vice versa.  In fact , the b iggest 
accomp l i shment of the novel may be that th is  s urpri s i ng  mix of characters 
and trad itions stri kes the reader, f i nally, as not so surpr is i ng  after al l .  Carr, 
h imself  of Navajo and Laguna Pueb lo  descent ,  carefu l ly draws from h i s  
knowledge o f  Navajo trad it ion  and  the  r i ch  h isto ry o f  European horror to 
g ive us more than a my-cu l ture-can-beat-your-cu lture standoff. Eye 
Killers i s  a suspensefu l drama i n  wh ich Carr 's characters make use of and 
improvise upon the i r  cu ltural i nheritances to s u rvive both the extraord i
nary events that form the center of the novel and the ord i nary tr ia ls  that 
l i e  i n  its i nterst ices . 

And l i ke all vampire nove l s ,  and a l l  horror stories for that matter, 
Eye Killers i s  about s urv iva l ,  about overcom ing  destruct ion  by l earn i ng  to 
u nderstand it .  For M ichael and D iana ,  th is  cal l s  for more than an 
understand ing  of those trad i t ions that they hold dear ; i t  forces each of 
them to actively engage with beliefs and practices that d iffer from their 
own . At a t ime when people i ncreas i ngly fear that such p l ural i sm m ight 
drive us apart ,  Carr has crafted a story i n  wh ich it convi nc ing ly  b i nds  h i s  
characters together. 
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Vicki L. C rawford , Jacquel ine Ann Rouse, and Barbara Woods,  eds.  

Women in the Civil Rights Mo vement: Trailblazers and Torchbear

ers, 1 94 1- 1 965. (B loomington :  Ind iana U n iversity Press,  1 990).  

290 pp .  

Many chron ic les of the  C iv i l  R ig hts Movements seem to dep ict 
the activ it ies of men such as Dr. Mart in  Luther Ki n g ,  Jr. , Malcol m X,  
Kwame Toure (Stokely Carm ichae l ) ,  Bobby Sea le ,  and other i mportant 
persons. Though they merit the attention they receive , i t  is quite apparent 
that the centra l role  of women has been omitted. Sexism among 
h istor ians and those i nvolved i n  the movement have concealed their  
centra l i ty . Th is work attempts to address that situat ion by recount ing  the 
importance of women such as El la Baker, Mary Fair Burks, Septi ma 
C lark , Doris Derby, Famn ie Lou Hamer ,  Z i l ph ia  Horton ,  Dr. L i l l ian 
Johnson ,  Den ise N icho las, Rosa Parks, G loria  R ichardson , Bern ice 
Rob inson ,  Jo Ann Robi nson , E leanor Rooseve lt , Modjeska S i mkins ,  p lus 
the Woman 's D ivision of the Christian Service of the Board of M issions 
of the Methodist Church and the Boston YWCA. 

These writ i ngs emphasize that women were in the vanguard of 
p lan n i n g  and leadi ng various c iv i l r ights actions. For i nstance,  M ary Fair 
Burks and Jo Ann Robi nson were only waiti ng  for the appropri ate moment 
to act i n  Montgomery. Structures were already i n  p lace to supported the 
act ion of Rosa Parks. Schoolteacher Septi ma C lark and beautic ian 
Bern ice Robi nson created the cit izensh ip  classes that enfranch ised over 
200 B lacks to vote , a l most a l l  for the first t ime in their l ives. The SCLC 
(Southern C hristian Leadersh i p  Conference) took over that existi ng  
project i n  1 96 1 , enfranch isi ng  50,000 others. Doris Derby and Den ise 
N icholas organ ized the remarkable Free Sum mer Theater (FST) to 
empower themselves and other African American women act iv ists. The 
YWCAs, usual ly not  considered the "hot bed" of  radical ism and l ike the 
YMCAs at  the t ime ,  were segregated. Th is d id not prevent Afr ican 
American women in Boston from i n itiati ng  a variety of projects to deve lop 
activ ist strateg ies that promoted more positive race relations. 

The book a lso recounts the crit ical role  p layed by the H i g h lander 
Folk Schoo l ,  the institution formerly located in Monteag le ,  Tennessee.  It 
was at H i g h l ander that a great many of the c iv i l r ig hts leade rs rece ived 
education and tra i n i ng  in c iv i l r ights strateg ies and tactics. Women were 
key i n  the creation of H i gh lander and deve loped its soc ia l ,  cultura l ,  and 
educat ional  programs. Rosa Parks, for i nstance, i n it iated the Montgom
ery bus boycott two months after her tra in i ng  at H i gh lander. 

Though th is book can not provide ample depth in so many spheres, 
it is sti l l  a very good general work from which one might ga in considerable 
insights. It is a good supplementary work for those teach ing the C iv i l  R ights 
Movement and who want to address issues of sexism and empowerment. 

George H .  Jun ne ,  Jr. 
36 Un iversity of Northern Colorado 
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Adela de la Torre and Beatriz M .  Pesquera,  eds.  Building With Our 

Hands. (Berkeley: U n ivers ity of Cal ifornia Press , 1 993) 281 pp . ,  

$1 4 .00 paper, $45 .00 c loth.  

Building With Our Hands is a mi lestone in the development of 
Ch icana Studies and its possibil it ies. This multidisc ipl i nary anthology 
critiques the cultural, pol it ical and economic condit ions of Chicanas in the 
U . S .  by voic i ng  their struggles agai nst race, class, gender, and sexual 
oppression. 

The volume is divided i nto three i n novative mult idiscipli nary 
parts. Part I ,  "Acts of Domi nation , "  juxtaposes historical, ideolog ical , 
cultural studies, and psychoanalytic approaches to illustrate C h icanas' 
subordi nat ion and contestat ion . The sect ion i ncludes articles on 
Ameri ndian women's rape, the construction of  a Ch icana fem i n ist sub
ject, and psychoanalysis. The juxtaposition of the three articles provides 
an excellent overview of the history of Chicana oppression. The richness 
of th is section also stems from its theoretical approach, and Perez's 
i nvocation and crit ique of psychoanalysis from a Chicana perspective are 
valuable construct ions of Chicana fem in ist theory. 

Part I I ,  "Cultural Representation/Presentation , "  l i n ks historical 
and contemporary forms of resistance and accommodation employed by 
Ch icanas/Mexicanas agai nst rac ial and sexual oppression . Gonzales 
and Veyna's respective articles illustrate women's resistance and sur
vival in the n i neteenth century .  Ruiz's oral histories are accounts of 
adolescent acculturation process i n  the '30s and '40s. Fregoso appl ies 
fem in ist film crit ic ism to analyze patriarchal accounts of Chicana mother
hood in two Hollywood films. This section represent the dual axis  of 
Ch icana oppression : constructed as a subordi nate subject and counter
i ng  such constructions. 

Part I I I ,  "Contested Domai ns, " can be read as a comparative 
analysis of positivism , ideological analysis, and fem i n ist theory. The 
topics covered are of contemporary i mportance i nclud ing  imm igration , 
fam i ly  dec is ion-making  processes , double s h ift ,  education , and elderly 
l i fe. On their own ,  the articles make sign if icant contr i butions to their 
respective disc ipli nes in spite of outdated methodolog ies and data. 
Crummett applies new i nsights to analyze m igration decision-maki ng  
patterns based on  fam ily and  class structure; an  approach later c ited by 
de la Torre. Segura debun ks cultural deprivation theories and voices 
Ch icanas' experiences with i nstitutional rac ism and sexi sm i n  the school 
system. Pesquera's application of fem in ist theory to def i ne housework as 
a "polit ical struggle" advances Chicana femi n ist theory. Fac io's docu
mentation of the pl i ght of Chicana elderly and their agency provides an 
analys is of the construction of gender roles for male and female elderly. 

The i ntroduction and conclusion of the volume i ncludes Chicana 
scholars' positions on the status of Chicana studies. These v ignettes can 
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be read as a d ialog ue between Chicana scholars ' exper iences and 
theoretical debates .  Building With Our Hands focuses on the necess ity 
for i nterd isc ipl i nary work that blurs trad it ional artif ic ial boundaries ; but it 
does not measure up to such expectations . D isc ipl i nary boundar ies are 
not d i splaced , even though theoretical debates about the appl icab il ity of 
non-Ch icano theories (French feminist theory , psychoanalys i s ,  Marxism ,  
etc . )  to the Ch icana experience are present. 

Building With Our Hands provides an excellent foundation to 
understand  C h icana/Mexicana experiences.  It is a good source for 
C h icano/a stud ies ,  women 's  stud ies ,  history, soc iology ,  and American 
stud ies courses .  As the name of the anthology ind icates ,  the advance
ment of C h icana stud ies is the result of the struggle and sacrif ice of many 
C h icana scholars . 

C .  Alejandra Elenes 
Arizona State Un ivers ity 

R i ta D o v e ,  fo rewo rd . Multic ultural  Vo ices.  ( G l e n v i e w ,  I L :  
ScottForesman,  1 995) 496 pp . ,  $1 5 .00 cloth . 

Multicultural Voices gathers together an impressive array of 
writers and writ i ngs i n  a textbook a i med at secondary school readers . The 
book not only i ncludes several of  the more obvious and well-known 
authors-Ton i  Morrison, Lou ise Erdrich, and Amy Tan ,  to name a few
but also antholog izes a number of younger and less widely known writers 
whose contr ibut ions are eq ually provocative . While the bu lk of the 
select ions are e ither short stor ies or excerpts from novels (Zora Nea le 
H urston 's  Their Eyes Were Watching God and Rudolfo Anaya's Bless 
Me, Ultima are among those excerpted) ,  the ed i tors have also selected 
poetry , essays , and one short play, Denise Chavez's The Flying Tortilla 
Man. Even though everyone will be able to think of a favorite author who 
is  not represented (where is  Am ir i  Baraka?) ,  the range and qual ity of the 
book's selections will make it a valuable classroom resource. 

The texts here have been well-chosen for an adolescent aud i 
ence ;  they encompass a variety of experiences and attitudes that wi l l  be  
sure to broaden the  cultural awareness of  any student in an accessible 
and enterta i n i ng  way. The marginal "culture notes "  help in this  regard , 
desp ite the ir unevenness .  (John F .  Kennedy is the subject of such a note , 
while the Mexican Pres ident Porf ir io D iaz i s  not . )  The book also provides 
useful translations of non-English words in the marg ins , through I noticed 
that it tactfully avoided addressing "m ierda . "  Fu rthermore, teachers will 
probably want to create their  own study questions to replace those i n  the 
book , which exhib i t  the usual m ix  of acu ity and inanity famil iar to textbook 
readers . 
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Select ions are organ ized under themat ic rubrics-some of wh ich 
work we l l  ( " I mage Makers " ) ,  others of which don 't ( "The Crossroads of  
Cu lture "? ) .  I n  fact , the absence of  a strong ,  i f on ly  prov is iona l ,  heurist ic 
scheme for understandin g  where these works f i t  i n  to the l iterary " mosaic"  
of the U n ited States marks the book's weakest po i nt .  Teachers w i l l  
probably want ( i f  not need) to devise the i r  own order for teach i ng  these 
works depending  o n  the ir own c lassroom goals . Moreover, teachers w i l l  
want to  be  wary of the dangers that a book  l i ke Multicultural Voices 
presents. Multicultural Voices i s  far from be ing anyth i ng  l i ke an actual 
l i terary h istory of mult icultural wri t ing i n  the U n ited States ; such  a h istory 
would have to reach back to the n i neteenth and even e ig hteenth centu
ries to i nc lude authors such as P h ill is Wheatley, Wi l l iam Apess , Freder ick 
Doug lass,  and Sui S in Far .  With the except ion of two representat ives of 
the Har lem Renaissance,  th is  book remains the exc lusive doma in  of post
World War I I  writers . There are good reasons for such a chro no log ical  
b ias,  but the book would be more apt ly named " ContemporaryMult icultura l 
Voices " or " Mult icultura l Voices Today. " More i mportant ,  there would be 
a danger i n  an educat ion  in E n g l is h  in wh ich students he ld the ir "American 
Literature" textbooks in one hand and the ir " mult icultura l "  books in the 
other.  The two should n ot ,  and cannot ,  be so eas ily separated. 

These " mult icultural" vo ices , after all ,  cont i nually speak to more 
popular ,  more " mai nstream , "  ones. I t  i s  no acc ident that John  Wayne ,  
Fred Asta ire , and J o h n ny Carson  a l l  make appearances in  th i s  volume. 
These works engage with our semiot ical ly saturated culture to help us 
understand what the messages that bombard students (and teachers) 
da i ly  m ight  mean-and toward learn i ng  how to broadcast v iab le alterna
t ives . They he lp  us,  in other words, to learn about the difference between 
who we are and what others imag i ne us to be,  and about the i mposs ib i l ity 
of completely d isentang l i ng  the two . Such goals speak to the i mport of 
l i terature in a media-soaked age-to make students l i terate enoug h  to 
read the world around them-and to the necess ity of i ntegrati ng  a book 
l i ke Multicultural Voices i nto the English  c lassroom .  

M ichael  E l l i ott 
Co lumb ia  U n ivers ity 

Peter E ichstaedt. If You Poison Us: Uranium and Native Americans. 
(Santa Fe, N M :  Red C rane Books,  1 994) 263 pp . ,  $ 1 9 .95 c loth .  

"The h istory of our nat ion's re lations w i th  American I nd ians is  one 
of  i g norance ,  i ndifference,  explo itation  and broken prom ises . "  Th is  state
ment opens jou rna l ist Peter E ichstaedt 's book,  If You Poison Us: Uranium 
and Native Americans, an examinat ion of th i s  abusive h isto ry supp le
mented with persona l  i nterv iews , govern ment documents , and a deta iled 
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b ib l iography. E ichstaedt's account of how America's q uest for uran i u m  
led t o  m i n i n g  on reservation lands, conseq uently poison ing  both the land 
and the m iners, is a usefu l  study for someone work ing in Native American 
or just ice studies whi le st i l l  remai n i n g  access ib le to a general audience. 

By relat ing  both the m in i ng  compan ies' and the govern ment's 
abuse and neg lect of Native American m iners and m i l l  workers, E ichstaedt 
consistent ly poi nts out iron ies i n  the sequences of events he describes. 
For example, ev idence that uran i u m  m i n i n g  was dangerous to m i ne 
workers' health had been ava i lab le by the 1 920s, but prel im i nary safety 
standards were not establ ished unt i l  the 1 950s. Moreover, health and 
safety pol icies-even when i nst ituted-were not enforced as the states 
and the federa l  government each den ied responsib i l ity for ensuri ng  
m i ners' health and safety. 

Not unt i l  1 967 did Congress decide to act . After a series of 
comm ittee meet ings, hear ings and debates, m i n i ng  compan ies were 
req u ired to comply with prel im inary safety standards immediately and the 
off ic ia l  reg u lat ions by January 1 ,  1 969 .  But ,  as E ichstaedt writes, for 
m i ners who were suffer ing and dyi ng from l ung  cancer, "the regu lat ions 
had come too late" (93) . 

The remai nder of the book describes the strugg le by former 
Secretary of the I nterior Stewart Uda l l  to obta i n  monetary compensat ion 
for the m i ners and joi nt attempts by N at ive commun it ies and the 
Department of Energy to inst i tute land rec lamation programs. Yet 
another irony of th is chapter i n  history is that no federa l  standards exist 
for ura n i u m  m ine clean-up projects. 

Al though E ichstaedt poi nts out n u merous i njust ices i n  this work, 
his portrayal of these i njust ices is neither emotional  nor react ionary. 
E ichstaedt also provides the reader with background i nformation . He 
describes the complexit ies of American I nd ian land and mi nera l r ights 
pol ic ies and also out l i nes the history of radi um use and provides a 
scient i f ic ,  yet comprehensible, exp lanat ion of how uran i um poison i ng  
takes p lace i n  the hu man body. A t ime- l i ne descr ib ing  major events and 
pol i c ies, however, wou ld have been a hel pfu l  reference tool as i t  is 
somet i mes diff icu lt to remember al l  the govern menta l acts and depart
ments to which E ichstaedt refers, but the book conta ins an extensive 
i ndex which helps al lev iate this problem . 

The story E ichstaedt tel ls attests to the fact that Ang lo stands as 
a v iv id example of a long standi n g  Navajo joke: 

Each t ime a group of white men arr ived, the Navajos asked: 

What are you looki ng  for? I n  the 1 920s the 
answer was oi l ;  i n  the late 1 930s and the early 1 940s it 
was vanadi um ;  in the 1 950s, 1 960s, and the 1 970s it 
was uran i u m .  In the 1 990s it  is spir i tua l ity. (4 1 ) 

40 



Number 15 (Summer 1995) 

Perhaps by the year 2000 the Navajos-and other N ative peoples-wil l  
not have to ask that question .  

Dor ie  S .  Goldman 
Arizona State U n ivers ity 

Marfa ,  Espinosa. Dark Plums. (Houston,  TX : Arte Pub l ico ,  1 995) 221 
pp. ,  $9.95 paper. 

Marfa,  Espinosa. Longing. (Houston,  TX : Arte Publ ico,  1 995) 298 
pp. ,  $9.95 paper. 

Publ ished with in  the same year, Dark Plums and Longing both 
delve in to the darker s ide of the human psyche .  S i m ilar i n  top ic ,  the 
novels explore the complex relationsh ip  between love , sexuality, and 
power. Wh ile Dark Plums g ives i ts readers a voyeurist ic look i nto the l ife 
of Adrianne ,  a young ,  i n secure Ch ilean -American woman who seeks to 
f ind herself through various sexual encounters with men  and women ,  
Longing leads them throug h the  pa inful psycholog ical recovery of  Ameri
can Jew Rosa and the s i multaneous mental breakdown of her Ch ilean 
husband, Anton io. In addit ion ,  each novel focuses around the female 
protagon ists' strugg le  for i n ner strength and confidence.  Although Dark 
Plums and Longing pursue provocative i ssues and d isplay Mar fa 
Esp i nosa 's flair for captur ing the psycholog ical effects of the erot ic ,  the 
story l ines and language i n  both novels lack orig i nal i ty and ult imately fail 
i n  sustai n i ng  the reader's in terest. 

In Dark Plums, n i neteen-year-old Adrianne  leaves her home i n  
Houston a n d  goes to N ew York where she i mmediately embarks upon a 
number of sexual encounters with strangers . At the root of her reason i ng  
for these i ndiscrim i nate acts i s  t he  bel ief that she  should offer men what 
she can and attem pt to please them because they wi ll reciprocate with 
love and acceptance. As the nove l  progresses , the reader l earns  that 
much of Adr ian ne's i nadequate feel ings about h erself are due to an 
un happy relationsh i p  wi th  her mother and the death of  her father. I n  
essence,  through sexual relationsh ips ,  s h e  hopes to ga i n the "fam ily" she  
never had. Eventually, two men  become prom inent f i gures i n  Adr ianne 's  
l i fe :  Alfredo, a Cuban-American artist who cruelly abuses her and turns 
her i nto a prostitute i n  order to support h imself ,  and Max,  an ag i n g  Jew 
whose guilt over lett i ng  h i s  family d ie i n  the Holocaust because of h is own 
lust propels him to court Adr ianne and ult imately marry her, maki ng  her 
an he iress to a small but s i gn if icant fortune .  I n  addition ,  Adr ian ne has an 
on-agai n/off-aga in  lesbian relationsh ip  with Luc ille , a wealthy woman 
who is dyi ng of breast cancer. 
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Span n i ng  over three years , the nove l focuses mostly on the year 
that Adrianne is forced to prost itute herse lf for A lfredo. With each chapter, 
Adrianne fal l s  deeper i nto despair ,  at t i mes even wish ing  one of her 
c l i ents would ki l l  her. However, the reader has a d i ff icult t ime sympath iz 
i n g  for Adrianne because most of  her act ions appear so contrived . For 
examp le ,  Adr ianne repeated ly f i nds  Alfredo cheat i ng  on her and stea l i ng 
her money and yet refuses to be l ieve that he m ight not love her. I n  fact , 
she  be l ieves he is her "salvat ion . "  As her thoughts reveal : " I t was as 
thoug h she were i ns ide a dark tunnel and only he could lead her out . The 
price was be l iev ing in h im"  ( 1 22) . Trite comments such as these abound 
throug hout the novel and often i nterfere with the narrat ive.  The reader i s  
made aware too often  that Adrianne 's  wel l -be ing depends on her au
tonomy from men .  The d ichotomous roles that the men p lay ,  Anton io as 
her sexua l des ire and Max as a father f igure , along with the other c lues 
Esp i nosa provides as to Adrian ne 's state of m ind  are too obvious . 
Complete with a weight prob lem ,  the haunt i ng  memory of an  abort ion ,  
and  an add ict ion to d iet p i l l s ,  Esp i nosa i nevitably creates a character who 
reads more l i ke a psychology textbook case than a real woman . 

I n  he r  second nove l ,  Longing, Esp inosa is ab le  to overcome 
some of these characterization prob lems.  Not as heavy-handed as Oark 
Plums, the story traces the relat ionsh ip  between Rosa and Anton io, a 
coup le broug ht together by an unexpected pregnancy. Whi l e  it conta ins  
some love and passion , the marr iage is  a lso a stormy, unhealthy union 
that bri ngs out the worst in both characters . Rosa is  a young woman 
recoveri ng  from a nervous breakdown whose paranoia and des ire for 
stab i l i ty drive her to behave irrat iona l ly and Anton io is an unemp loyed 
journa l i st whose temper and bad luck leave h im b itter and abus ive.  Both 
of them seek comfort in the ir sexual un ion as wel l  as in extramarital affa irs . 
I n  add it ion , Esp i nosa conti nues to exp lore sexual ity by in troduc ing  
l esb ian ,  homosexual , and b isexual subplots . Told from a number of 
d i fferent perspectives ,  Longing i ncorporates the i n ner thoughts of every
one in Rosa's fami ly ,  a l l  of whom are deal i ng  with some type of sexual 
issue . 

L i ke Ad rianne ,  Rosa f i nds hersel f  completely dependent on a 
man for support and d irect ion . And l ike Alfredo's character, aware of her 
vul nerab i l ity , Anton io re lent less ly abuses Rosa phys ical ly and e mot ion
a l ly in order to feel  some sort of control over h is own d ismal  l i fe .  Yet, Rosa 
and Anton io emerge as more be l ievab le ,  compass ionate characters 
because they often d i sp lay awareness and se lf-ref lect ions .  For examp le ,  
Rosa real i zes early on that she must escape her s ituat ion i f  she is  ever 
to become whole agai n .  Likewise ,  at t i mes Anton io recog n izes that he 
behaves as he does because h is failures f i l l  h im with contempt.  

However, Longing suffers from excess ive melodrama. I t  is  not 
surp r is i ng  that Rosa i s  as psycholog ica l ly damaged as she is when her 
ent ire fami ly  is so dysfunct iona l . None of the characters ever appear 
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completely sane,  and the reader can a l most assume that they are not far 
from their own breakdowns .  I n  additi on ,  Esp inosa's re l iance on sexual 
des ire as the cause for much of the fam i ly 's repress ion eventua l ly  
becomes ted ious . 

Wh i le  Espi nosa makes bo ld attempts to i ntroduce erotic ,  contro
vers ia l  topics i nto midd le c lass drama,  she  is unable to ach ieve the 
de l icate balance between des ire and reality. Also, her f lat language and 
two-d imens iona l  characters too often leave the reader unsat isf ied . For 
better examples of erot ic women's writing that a lso address issues of 
eth n ic i ty, readers should seek out works by G l or ia Anzaldua ,  Cherr fe 
Moraga, Sandra Cisneros ,  and Ana Casti l l o .  

May thee Rojas 
Arizona State Un ivers ity 

Ph i l ip  S. Foner and Daniel  Rosenberg , eds . Racism, Dissent, and 

Asian Americans from 1850 to the Present: A Documen tary History. 

(Westport, CT: Greenwood Press,  1 993) 31 1 pp . ,  $55.00 cloth. 

Numerous h istor ical stud ies d iscuss rac ism agai nst As ian Amer i 
cans as we l l  as the ir  res istance to rac ist po l ic ies ,  pract ices, and thoug ht .  
Wh i le  th is scholarsh ip  correctly stresses the predominance of rac ism,  it 
conta ins  pass ing  references to non-As ian ind iv iduals and organ izat ions 
who supported better treatment and the r ig hts of As ians .  Foner and 
Rosenberg argue that these smal l  numbers of supporters were d issent
ers from preva i l i ng  ant i -As ian rac ism and that they deserve greater 
attent ion because they represent the existence of more than one per
spective of As ian Americans .  

Foner and Rosenberg's book cons ists of documents ,  i nclud ing  
excerpts from pamphlets , reports , books , art ic les , ed itor ia ls ,  letters , 
speeches, lectures ,  debates , sermons , laws , and test imony before 
government committees. These are organ ized i nto s ix  sections that deal  
with laws agai nst Ch inese and Japanese i m m i grants and opposit ion to 
these laws ; statements sympathet ic to the C h inese and Japanese by 
publ ic f igures and organ izations ;  demands by clergymen for justice and 
humane treatment of the Ch i nese and Japanese;  support for the r ights 
and organ ization  of Ch i nese and Japanese workers by labor leaders ; 
Afr ican American v iews of Ch inese i m m igrants ; and the legal rationa le 
for the removal and i nterment of Japanese Americans , chal lenges to the 
latter , and the movement for redress . 

The ed itors have compi led an i m press ive array of i n formation 
regard ing  the varied supporters of As ian Amer icans and the ir act iv i t ies ,  
which range from express ing sympathy to acts of protest and i nterrac ia l  
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sol idarity. The book contains materials from lesser-known sources and 
others more widely recogn izable such as Mark Twa in ,  Frederick Doug lass ,  
W . E . B .  DuBois , Carey McWilliams ,  and the I ndustr ial Workers of the 
World.  Especia l ly noteworthy is the portion of the book on the l abor 
movement,  g iven its usual ly strong  hosti l ity toward As ians ,  and the 
section on African Americans ,  which provides observations by members 
of one racia l ly oppressed group about another. 

This  book has two pr imary shortcomings .  Desp ite its t itl e ,  i t  on ly 
conta ins  (with a few exceptions) documents perta i n i ng  to early Chi nese 
and Japanese immigration and settlement or Japanese Americans  
duri ng  World War I I .  I t  should have included mater ia ls on other Asian 
American groups, and from 1 945-present-a period that encompasses 
the postwar civil rights struggles-increas ing levels of pol itical activ ity ,  and 
dramatic growth and greater divers ity of the Asian American population .  

A more serious shortcom ing  is  the re lative lack of  historical 
ana lys i s .  Foner and Rosenberg do descr ibe the content and context of 
the book's documents in a short general introduction and brief section 
i n troductions and headnotes .  However, these only beg i n  to deal with the 
underly i ng  question of why various non-As ians supported As ian Ameri
cans .  Many clergymen ,  for example ,  seemed to be i mbued with human i 
tar ian or  democratic ideals .  Certa i n  labor leaders and un ions were 
i nterested in promoti ng worker unity . African Americans often opposed 
the white supremacist emphas is  of anti -Asian discr im i nation .  Any sys
tematic analys is needs to consider the forms of support and the ir 
exp lanatory cultural ,  socia l ,  pol it ical , ideological , and econom ic factors.  
Any analys is wi l l  be comp l icated by the fact that some advocates were at 
least partly affected by the pervas ive racism of their eras . One i ndication 
of thi s  are statements that have a paterna l istic or condescendi ng tone or 
that aff irm common stereotypes and misperceptions of As ians .  

Overall , Foner and Rosenberg present good documentary ev i 
dence for the s ignificance of non-As ian Americans .  What is  needed now 
is a more extens ive i nvest igation of this  topic so that it  can better 
contri bute to an understanding  of the complexit ies of racism and i nterra
c ia l  re lat ions i n  American society . 

Russe l l  Endo 
Un ivers ity of Colorado 

George M. Fredrickson.  Black Liberation: A Comparative History of 

Black Ideologies in the United States and South Africa. (New York: 
Oxford U n ivers ity Press, 1 995) 390 pp. ,  $35.00 c loth . 

George M .  Fredrickson , Edgar E .  Rob i nson Professor of U n ited 
States H i story at Stanford U n ivers ity ,  has written a mag ister ia l  volume 
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that complements his earlier explorations in his highly acclai med White 
Supremacy and in some of his major essays in a collection, entitled The 
Arrogance of Race. Yet, unlike the earlier works, which compare the 
predominant white rac ism and ethnocentrism in race relations in the 
United States and the Union of South Afr ica,  Black Liberation focuses on 
the pol it ical ideologies of "organic" Afr ican American and Black South 
African intellectuals. Fredrickson, to my m ind, demonstrates convinc ingly 
that historica lly the ideology of "color-blind universalism" has been both 
more potent and effective-in more cases than not-in countering the 
overt c la ims and actions of white supremacists in both countries than 
"rac ia l ly exclusive nationalism . "  

Color-blind universalism manifested itself , he argues cogently, in  
attempts of Afr ican Americans and Africans during the nineteenth century 
to secure the ballot on the same basis as whites; in the early polic ies of 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and the 
South African Native National Congress; in M arxist or Communist in
spired Black protest movements during the years between the 1 920s and 
the 1 940s; and final ly in the American nonviolent c iv i l  r ights movement 
and the African National Congress' Defiance Campaign of the 1 950s. 
Conversely, rac ially exclusive nationalism manifested itself in B lack 
rel igious national ism in both the United States and South Afr ica during the 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries; in Pan-Africanist and Black 
populist movement during the 1 920s-espec ially in the ideas and actions 
of Marcus Garvey and the Universal Negro I mprovement Association and 
the Industr ial and Commercial Workers Union of Afr ica; and f inally in the 
American B lack Power movement of the late 1 960s and early 1 970s and 
the B lack Consciousness ideology in South Afr ica during the 1 970s. 

Fredrickson admits that there were many consistent advocates 
of the aforementioned ideologies, yet shows that most intellectuals "were 
actual ly seeking to combine the essential insights provided by both 
orientations" . Thus, the role of white dissenters in the struggle for Black 
l iberation was often-though not exclusively-determined by which 
orientation was ascendant. As a result, in our present t i mes when ethnic 
groups seek "to firm up their boundaries,"  i t  is i mpossible to revive Martin 
Luther King, Jr . 's philosophy of "a beloved community" . 

Fredrickson bel ieves that history can help Americans solve this 
thorny and perhaps hazardous problem if the follow the lead of South 
Africa-that is, if there is "a heroic contribution of some whites to the cause 
of black l iberation". 

Yet perhaps, there is another possibility; why not seek to e l iminate 
a system of greed that turns even members of the same ethnic group against 
one another? 

Vernon J. Wi l l iams, Jr. 
Purdue University 
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Lewis R .  Gordon. Bad Faith and Antiblack Racism (Atlantic H igh lands, 

NJ : Humanities Press, 1 995) xiv, 222 pp. ,  $45.00 cloth, $1 7.50 paper. 

In this chal leng ing  book, Lewis R. Gordon appl ies Jean-Paul  
Sartre's not ion of bad faith to ant i -B lack rac ism. Gordon argues that bad 
faith-an i ndividual 's attempt to escape personal angu ish by choos ing  to 
ignore evidence that runs counter to his cherished bel iefs-underl ies the 
phenomenon of anti -B lack rac ism. "The Sart rean posit ion raises the q ues
t ion of racism as a form of bad faith s i nce it is a fo rm of evas ion of human 
real ity , "  Gordon writes (92) . 

A tedious discuss ion of bad faith occup ies the f i rst t h i rd of the 
book. The vol ume's later parts ,  however ,  develop or ig i na l  ideas wel l  
worth the effo rt . A t  its best , t h e  book courageous ly  takes on  the sen io r  and 
more renowned ph i l osopher Anthony App iah,  b roaden ing  our ph i losoph i 
cal , as  opposed to  soc io log ical o r  psycholog ical , u nderstandi n g  of 
rac ism.  Because races a re soc ia l  construct ions and do not exist in any 
genet ic sense, Appiah conc l udes that rac ism,  which he says depends 
upon  the fa lse taxonomy of rac ia l i sm (p lac i ng i ndiv iduals i nto rac ia l  
categories) , i s  i rrat iona l . G o rdon ,  however,  says that there wou ld  be no 
need fo r rac ia l i sm if there were no  rac ism.  Our soc iety's need fo r rac ia l  
categories stems f rom i nst i tut iona l i zed rac ism.  

Gordon a lso  chal lenges deconstruct ion and Marxism. He notes the 
Marxist tenet that racism divides the working class. "Yet , among b lacks , it 
can be argued that the prob lem with c lass is that it wrecks black sol idarity" 
( 1 79) . By attempt ing to identify with the white bourgeois ie, affluent B lacks 
fai l  to acknowledge their  socia l ly i nescapable connect ion to poor b lacks . 
Thus,  Gordon bo ldly asserts , B lacks , too, can fall p rey to bad faith by 
choos ing to ignore evidence that thei r c lass status does not exempt them 
from rac ism. 

Because bad faith is  a matter of cho ice, ant i -B lack rac ists bear 
respons i b i l i ty fo r thei r dehuman iz i ng  att itudes toward B lacks . Th is is  
G o rdon 's  most  important conc l us io n .  Whereas App iah ends up d ism iss
ing rac ism as i rrat ional ,  Go rdon 's  belief that rac ism,  however u g ly ,  is  a 
cho ice and therefo re rat iona l  makes i ndividuals  accou ntable for thei r bad 
fa i th . Although th i s  work deepens o u r  understanding of the natu re of ant i 
B lack racism ,  it does not p rescr ibe act ion ,  as Go rdon forth rightly acknowl
edges . Perhaps t he book's str ides toward the demyst if icat ion of ant i
B lack rac ism a re enough  fo r o ne vo l u me. 

Although  Gordon 's p rose mostly avo ids jargon ,  h is a rg umenta
t ion demands carefu l  attent ion .  Most readers to whom Sart re is  u nfam i l i a r  
wi l l  strugg le w i th  the text. G o rdon a lso  switches writ i ng  styles a t  var ious 
po i nts i n  the vo l ume as if it were a col lect ion  of essays rather than a book
length monog raph .  The resu l t  is at t i mes jarri n g .  The patient reader, 
however, wi l l  be rewarded with G o rdon 's  n umerous i ns i ghts .  
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Carl Gutierrez-Jones. Rethinking the Borderlands: Between Chicano 

Culture and Legal Discourse . (Berkeley :  Un ivers ity of Cal ifornia 

Press, 1 995) x i ,  21 9 pp. ,  $40.00 c loth,  $ 1 5 .00 paper.  

In  th is  amb it ious book, Car l  Gutierrez-Jones musters ideas from 
Critical Race Studies, Critical Legal Studies, and l itera ry scholarsh i p  to 
exp l icate the re lationsh ip  between Chicanos and the law. Contrary to the 
notion that American jur isprudence is  a neutral, value-free i nstitution , the 
author argues that, as Ch icano and especial ly Chicana a rtists have 
dep icted ,  the lega l  system's emphas is  on i n d ividual respons ib i l ity i gnores 
the economic and socia l  m i l ieu entang l i ng  Chicanos . The broad scholar
sh ip ,  i nc is ive analys i s ,  and careful reason i n g  make thi s  book a valuab le 
contr i bution to our understand ing  of the Ch icano exper ience.  

For example ,  the author notes how Luis  Valdez's f i l m  Zoot Suit 
exposes the ant i -Ch icano bent of Amer ican justice by dep icti ng  the 
prejud ic ia l  tactics used by the judge aga inst the Pachuco defendants i n  
the S leepy Lagoon murder case of 1 942,  which l e d  to the Servicemen/ 
Zoot Suit r iots i n  Los Ange les .  Although such counter-hegemonic crit i 
c ism i s  noth i ng  new, Gutierrez-Jones's wil l i ngness and ab il ity to probe 
more deeply in this i nstance-as in others-add rare subtlety to our 
understand ing  of American soc ia l  i nstitut ions v is-a.-v is Chicanos . He 
exp la ins  that Valdez's bracket ing of the i mplic i t  guilt of the protagon ist's 
brother effect ive ly renders the issue of i nnocence or guilt irre levant. 
Accord ing  to Gutierrez-Jones ,  Valdez i mp l icates the socioeconomic 
system ,  which the law protects and perpetuates , rather than a Chicano 
defendant who may have been guilty accord i ng  to American law. Valdez 
thus val idates a "Ch icano com munity perspective " (45) which res ists the 
court's  scapegoati ng  p loy enabled by the law's rhetor ical  emphas is  on the 
i nd ividua l .  The author argues that Valdez's strategy exemp l i f ies Ch icano 
artists' resistance to the domi nant legal d iscourse by question i ng  the 
myth of d i s i nterest underly ing American law. 

After discuss ing  the res istance in male Chicano art, Gutierrez
Jones then crit iques it. I n  h is most dari ng  chapter, he turns to Ch icana 
writ i ng  to expose the mascu l i n i st orientat ion of Chicano res istance and 
criti c i sm .  Carefully placed i n  the context of the "specif ic Mexicano 
iconography of rape and the pol it ics of shame it mob il i zes " ( 1 09) , the 
author's argument traces subtle parallels between Ch icana writers' 
exposes of rape and the American legal system's  treatment of Ch icanos . 
I n  both s i tuations ,  he provocatively argues ,  an i llus ion of consent masks 
the violence of the dom ination. 

The book adds s ignif icantly to the Critical Legal Studies project 
of expos i ng  the h idden ,  fa lse assumptions of legal d iscourse by demon
strati ng  how Ch icano artists present i mages of res istance to the system.  
Moreover, i t  comp l icates lega l -rhetorical i ssues by presenti ng  Ch icana 
crit iques of Chicano critiques . In its methodical analys i s  of texts rang ing  
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from the f i lm Giant to A merican Me, and from Helen H u nt Jackson 's novel 
Ramona to recent fiction by Cherrfe Moraga , the volume is at t imes 
dazz l i ng in its ability to engage i nstitutions on many fronts and on many 
levels. Despite the wide-ranging resources cited in the text and in twenty
two pages of endnotes, and despite manifold, multi layered argu ments, 
Gut ierrez-Jones never loses control of the work. Many readers will, 
i ndeed, be reth i nki ng the borderlands between Chicanos and the law. 

David Goldstei n -Shirley 
Un iversity of Californ ia ,  I rv i ne 

Kenneth Robert Janken.  Rayford W. Logan and the Dilemma of the 

A frican-American Intellectual. (Amherst: U n ivers ity of Massachu
setts Press ,  1 993) 3 1 9 pp. ,  $35.00. 

In this superb reconstruction of the l ife of Rayford W.  Logan ,  
Ken neth Robert Janken , an assistant professor of  Afr ican American 
studies at the U n iversity of North Carol ina at Chapel H il l , draws on his 
protagon ist's somewhat tormented l ife to document the veracity of John 
Hope Frankl i n 's thesis that, " it was the American Negro scholar's di
lemma to be obl igated constantly to challenge the notion of black 
i nferiority" . P ut another way, despite Logan's credent ia ls-he held a 
Ph. D .  from H arvard U n iversity i n  history; wrote twelve books, i nc ludi ng 
the classic ,  The Betrayal of  the Negro; edited several others, among 
them,  What the Negro Wants; and penned hundreds of  scholarly ar
t ic les-his racial identity negated all of his assets. For a person who 
believed that he was different from most other Afr ican Americans, the 
snubs of the white establ ishment were extremely disconcert ing.  "Yet t i me 
and agai n , "  Janken rem inds us, Logan "sought its [white academia's] 
approval . "  

Janken's easily accessible volume thoroughly docu ments Logan 's 
contradict ions and his strengths and weaknesses as he traces his l ife 
from its humble begi n n i ngs i n  Washington , D .C  . .  to Logan's Pan-Afr ican ist 
stance i n  France i n  the 1 920's; to his pioneer ing voter registration drives 
and c i t izensh ip  schools i n  the South duri ng  the 1 930s; to his act ivit ies i n  
f ight i ng  rac ial discr im i nation i n  the U n ited States' m il itary i n  the 1 940s; 
and f ina lly to his embattled career as a history professor and adm i n istra
tor at Howard U niversity from 1 938 unti l his death i n  1 982 . Those persons 
looki ng  for an unblemished hero in Logan will f ind Janken's account 
d isappoi nt i n g .  

Contemporary nat ional ists would be disturbed by the fact that 
Logan-to use Jan ken's words-"spent most of his l ife from adolescence 
on strugg l i n g  to be accepted by the white world. " I n  addit ion , "his regard 
for the West was so high that it was i nconceivable to h im that Af rican 
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Americans should desire to separate themselves from i t . " Furthermore , 
Logan "scorned [the term] 'black' because i n  his view it glor if ies ' Negritude 
and disda ins the European ori g i ns of Negroes"' . 

Iron ically, contemporary in tegration ists and assim ilation ists would 
also f ind Logan 's views al ien to their ideology, for Logan felt the c ivil r ights 
movement "had no concept of the history of the struggle for rac ial equality 
and the progress made s ince the nadir . "  Thus, the movement appreciated 
ne ither the achievement of legal equal ity nor the i mportance of legal 
methods for achievi ng  i t .  In short ,  accord ing  to Janken ,  Logan's "self
appoi nted role as movement gadfly was a balm for the wounds he 
suffered by be i ng  den ied a permanent seat at the leadership summi t " .  

Despite the brill iance of  Janken's work, I have two reservations 
about this well-crafted biography. F i rst, the volume is poorly copy edited. 
The editor made numerous comma spl ices; and he/she could not 
determine whether or not Afr ican American should have been hyphen
ated. Second, when Janken attempts to account for Logan's mental 
breakdown duri ng  his tenure as a U n ited States serviceman dur ing  World 
War I ,  he becomes i nvolved i n  simpl ist ic and a mateurish psychoanalysis, 
stat i ng :  "The cause of his [Logan's] outburst, while ostensibly a bombard
ment,  was in fact the accumulation of rac ial i nsults and harassment Logan 
had to bear" .  

Nevertheless, Janken has provided us with a beautifully sensi
t ive portrait of a second-tier Afr ican American i n tellectual and activist 
whose contribut ions to his t imes and our own had been previously 
ig nored. 

Vernon J.  Will iams, Jr . 
Purdue U n iversity 

Bas i l  Johnston .  Ojib way Tales. (L inco ln :  U n ivers ity of Nebraska 
Press, 1 993) 1 88 pp . ,  $9.00 paper. 

Moose Meat Point  Indian Reserve is the home of about seven 
hundred Oj ibway i n  Canada . Intended as "an  amusi ng account of I ndian
white man relationships , "  Basil Johnston's Ojibway Ta/es presents twenty
two true stories of mishaps and confusion result i n g  from Oj ibway and 
white people's i nexperience with or  m isunderstanding of  each other's 
culture . I ndeed many of the tales are quite amusi n g ,  pok ing gentle fun at 
Oj ibway and white man alike , but often the humor is that of slapstick 
comedy-the foolishness of the characters is the reason we laugh at 
rather than with them .  On the back cover , i t is  suggested that both Oj i bway 
and the withes are "gently satir ized, " but often that which is here termed 
"gentle " actually becomes off-putt i ng  to the reader. The stories range i n  
quality, some of the tales are only m i n i mally humorous or enterta i n i n g ,  
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and one wonders whether Johnston may have benefited from a more 
se lective approach to compi l i ng  the book. Th is  and other somewhat 
d i st urbi ng  e lements with i n  the ta les detract from the book's purpose-to 
i l l u strate ,  a l beit part ia l ly ,  " that sense of wit and h u mour that forms an 
i ntegral part of the Oj ibway peoples and the ir  character . "  U lt i mate ly ,  
Ojibway Tales i s  a text that may be better enjoyed in part than as a who le .  

Such ta les as  "They Don ' t  Want No I nd ians"  and  "S ign  o f  the 
Times" are de l i g htfu l ly fun ny i l lustrat ions of bureaucracy and cross
cu lt ural m isunderstand ings .  In the f irst tale ,  an Oj i bway's attempt to b ury 
a fe l low I nd ian  who has d ied becomes a tang le of red tape that r ings true 
i n  i ts  frustrat i ng  buck-pass i n g ,  and the cri t ique of that bureaucracy is  
commun icated through  h u mor q u ite effect ively .  In  the second ,  a govern
ment p lan to subs id ize upgraded hous i ng  on  the Moose Meat Po int I nd ian  
Reserve goes awry when the de layed sh ipment of to i lets and l umber to 
b u i l d  outhouses is m is i nterpreted by the Oj i bway as equipment to b u i ld 
ice f i sh i ng  houses .  The surpr ise of the government off ic ia l  when he  f inds 
the I nd ian  f ish i ng  through  the ho le  i n  the  to i let seat is  the wi nsome note 
on wh ich  the co l lection of tales ends .  

U nfortunately ,  there are e lements to  the  co l l ect ion  that detract 
from Joh nston 's  stated purpose. A d isturb i ng  trend of characterizat ion 
thro ughout the book adds to th is  reader's sense that the i ntended "gent le"  
satire actua l ly verges on  rather v ind ict ive portraiture . Specif ical ly ,  the 
recurr i ng  descr ipt ions of wh ite female characters becomes d istract i ng  
and  d isturb i ng .  Throughout the text , Ang lo  women are descr ibed as  
" scrawny , "  " qu iver i ng , "  "scruffy , "  " frowzy , "  " i g norant , "  "unwashed , "  and 
often host i l e  " l i tt le "  creatures . We see them a l most un iversa l ly  as women 
who "scurry , "  " su l k , " " l i sp , "  "sp l utter , "  and scorn the ir way through  the 
ta les , and they are sent repeatedly i nto f i ts of quiveri ng  l i ps and b lanched 
or f l ushed faces as a result of the ir i n teract ions with Oj ibway. Wh i le  
Oj i bway women are often portrayed as strong and respons ib le ,  t he i r  male 
counterparts are usua l ly  q u ite the oppos i te-drunk, greedy, headstrong ,  
c losed-m i nded . For examp le ,  i n  " M oose Smart : I nd ian Smart , "  a foo l i sh  
attempt to copy wh ite man 's  ways-if a cart can  be p u l led by  a horse ,  why 
not a canoe by a moose?-seems motivated both by laz iness and by 
pride .  One male character named Whist l i ng  Wind chort les ,  " if [wh ites] 
cou ld  see us now the wou ldn 't th i nk I n d ians were so stup id . "  In the end 
the I nd ians lose both  the moose and the canoe . Again ,  the gent leness of 
th i s  satire needs to be q uestioned . 

Two of the tales i n  th i s  co l lect ion  are autob iograph ical , and it is 
in these that Joh nston 's  tone is  most successfu l ,  for in each he is  
recount i ng  h i s  own experiences . ( I t  i s  i nteresti ng  to note, by the way, that 
the negat ive characterizat ions of wh ite women ment ioned above are 
found  part icular ly evident i n  these two ta les ,  to ld from the first person 
perspect ive . )  I t  i s  when he rete lls the stor ies co l lected from others that h i s  
tone  becomes i ntrus ive a t  t imes .  There i s  a sense i n  some o f  the tales that 
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Joh nston 's attempts to make a passage or descr ipt ive phrase more 
" l i terary" has actua l ly  a l tered the ori g i na l , i nformal tone of a fu n ny tale to ld 
among fr iends .  For examp le ,  descri b i ng  a proposal scene between two 
young Oj ibway , Johnston writes : " Bezhi nee al lowed herself  the l Uxury of 
gazi ng briefly at the spark l i ng  d iamond on her f inger before s hovi ng  her 
hand in the pocket of her card igan . Her f ingers constantly explored the 
unaccustomed out l i ne  and hardness of the f irst r ing  she had ever owned . "  
Such l i nes are evocat ive and wou ld  serve to strengthen a short story, but 
here they are counter-product ive ,  u n necessary. The voices of un i que ,  
i nd iv idual  Oj ibway storyte l lers are d iff icu lt to  d i st i ngu i sh  because the tone 
of  most tales is s im i lar to  that of  the autob iograph ical se lect ions .  Joh nston 
does acknowledge that the act of translat ion i n  a prob lematic one. that 
creates a barr ier "to a fu l l er expos it ion of Oj ibway humour . " 

Johnston notes i n  the foreward that the tales collected here 
reflect a po int  of trans i t ion for the Oj i bway of Moose Meat poi nt ;  the peop le 
of these ta les strugg le with the ten uous balanc ing  act  between ass im i la
tion and progress and cu ltural and sp ir i tua l  preservat ion . Certa i n l y  the 
tales are va luab le in that they offer a look at the everyday man i festat ions 
of the wh ite man's effect o n  nat ive peoples .  In  his forward , Johnston 
dedicates the co l lect i on  to storyte l l ers and to the peop le  of M oose Meat , 
and "espec ia l ly  to the white man ,  w ithout whose customs and evange l is
t ic sp irit the events recou nted wou ld  not have occurred . "  His tone is 
sarcast ic here , and when Johnston later takes a conC i l i atory stance 
toward the white man , descri b i ng  Canad ian government pol icy reform 
beg inn i ng  in the 1 960's as "enl ightened , "  he seems n ot ent irely comfort
able in do ing so .  He beg i ns  the book w ith a l ist of d ichotomies ,  adjectives 
descr ib ing the Oj ibway in pos it ive terms-havi ng " i nd iv idua l ist ic ,  re
sourcefu l ,  i nformal , proud , i mag inat ive "-and the wh ite man in nega
t ive-having "haste , overbear i n g ,  force ,  and decis iveness . "  Such de
scr ipt ion is predictab le  and u nderstandable in l ight  of recent history, but 
the tales do  not serve to acclai m the Oj i bways ' qual i t ies as much as they 
do to mock them.  The collect ion of stor ies i n  crit ic i z i ng  the white man , but 
Ojibway Tales fa i l s  to i l l ustrate the Oj i bway character Joh nston set out to 
celebrate . 

Vanessa Ho lford D iana 
Arizona State U n ivers ity 

Sidner J. Larson.  Catch Colt. American Indian Lives. (L incoln :  
U n ivers ity of Nebraska P ress,  1 995) 1 62 pp . ,  $21 .00.  

Catch Colt descr ibes Gros Ventre writer S idner J .  Larson 's  
experience as a mixed-blood N at ive American looki ng for h is heritage,  
identity, and personal  d irect ion . A l though m inority f ict ion writers (such as 
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R udolfo A .  Anaya and Leslie Marmon S ilko) have addressed this  theme,  
non-fict ion d iscuss ions of mixed-blood Nat ive American l ives are lacki ng .  
Larson 's  autobiog raphy, however ,  is  only moderately s uccessful be
cause he fai l s  to make readers ident ify with h is struggle as a member of 
" two diffe rent worlds at the same t ime . . .  w ith a deg ree of non -acceptance 
by both. "  

While Larson talks about joyous t imes ,  personal challenges ,  and 
moments of  confus ion , he tells the reader about h is  wide range of 
experiences rather than transforming  them i nto concrete , mean i ngfu l  
i mages . For i nstance, he writes that a part icular u n iversity teacher "taught 
me to bel ieve that someone l ike me could l ive a l ife of the m ind , "  but we 
neve r learn what that p rofessor said or did to make thi s  imp ression . 

S uch generalizat ions are p resent throughout the book. Speaki ng 
of  h is mother 'S family, Larson observes:  

. . .  the fam ily was made up  of gen u i ne  characte rs who 
were personable ,  ente rta i n i n g ,  forceful ,  and each i n  h is 
or  her own way qu ite talented. the men were good with 
an imals and looked larger  than l ife on horseback. The 
women we re capable at cook ing ,  can n i n g ,  putti n g  up  
and  sett i ng  by , and  did not stand for much fool i shness .  

Thi s  descri pt ion reads l ike a Western f ict ion cliche , for  these phrases are 
equally appl icable to Anglo settlers and the Native I nd ians Larson i s  
descr ib i ng . Larson never convi nces the reader that " the women . . .  d id  not 
stand for much fool ishness , "  nor does he illust rate how the men were 
" Iarge r than life on horseback . "  More p roblemat ic ,  however, is that La rson 
neve r expla ins  how these "genu ine  characters "  i nfluenced his abil ity to 
manage his "dual l ife in white and I nd ian worlds , "  and he even seems to 
i g nore the dual ethn ic ity issue in the latter thi rd of the book. 

That Larson is i nfluenced by Nat ive American write rs is c lear by 
h is  themes and refe rences to other Nat ive authors . But these allus ions to 
well-known works of American I ndian f ict ion seem self-conscious ,  as if 
La rson needs them to just i fy his own exper iences . When describi ng  a 
f r iend who retu rns from Vietnam depressed and u n stab le ,  Larson writes :  
"He rem inded me of the characte r Abe l f rom Scott Momaday's book 
House Made of Dawn."  Many people read i n g  this  book would make that 
con nection for themselves or ,  conversely , someone not fami l iar  with 
Momaday's nove l wou ld be frustrated by what would be a puzzl i ng  l itera ry 
refe rence.  

Near the end of Catch Colt, Larson writes : " Because I a l lowed 
myself  to become an outs ider  to fam i ly ,  landscape and tribal identity, I 
was , afte r a whi le ,  poorly equ i pped to cope with the challenges [of the 
modern world] that arose. " These l i nes reflect a theme common to 
m i nority f ict ion-the i mportance of family, identity, and the land . Thus ,  
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whi le Larson ri ghtfu l ly concludes that Native Peoples' survival in the 
modern world depends on a connection to fam ily and the earth , the story 
Larson tel ls to lead us to this concl usion is far from compel l ing and fai ls 
to convince us of this truth. 

Dorie S .  Goldman 
Arizona State University 

Mel issa L.  Meyer. The White Earth Tragedy: Ethnicity and Dispos
session at a Minnesota Anishinaabe Reservation, 1889- 1920. (L in

col n :  Un ivers ity of Nebraska Press , 1 994) 333 pp . ,  $40.00 hard 
cover. 

Employing a broad mu lt i -discipl inary approach which incl udes 
history, anthropology, economics, demography, ecology, and pol it ical 
sc ience, Meyer, a U.C.L .A. historian, has created a sensit ive and sweep
i ng  analysis of the creation and metamorphosis of the Anishinaabeg 
( "Chippewa" or "Oj ibwe")  who eventual ly located in contemporary M inne
sota on the White Earth Reservation. Eschewing stereotypes of Indians 
as mere vict i ms of Euro-American history ,  Meyer shows how the 
An ishinaabeg-themselves internal ly heterogeneous-transform ,  adapt, 
i n novate and respond according to their own interests and to changes 
arou nd them. 

This carefu lly crafted case study chronicles the ethnogenesis of 
these highly mobi le and adaptable people in the reg ion of Sault  Ste. 
Marie, their l ife as subsistence hunter gatherers, and their subseq uent 
engagement in the fur trade and migrations. The Anishinaabeg ut i l ized 
i ntermarriage with E uropeans as a form of al l iance, thus creating a sub
group (Metis) which historical ly acted as in termediaries between the two 
groups. 

It is in the interface of ethnic identity, leg is lation, and economic 
activity that Meyer makes an outstanding contribution to the study of 
eth n ic ity and ethnic relations. She shows how An ish inaabeg ethn ic i ty is 
not static but f lu id and how it has historical ly been uti l ized for manipu lat ion 
and economic gain. She accompl ishes this through a f ine grained 
analysis of leg is lat ion affecting the M innesota Anish inaabeg . 

In 1 867 the reservation was 'set aside' by the Federal Govern
ment for the assi m i lation of the Anishinaabeg . I ts d iverse ecosystem was 
judged opti mal for both the continu ity and gradual transformation of the 
l i fe ways of these peoples. Despite contestation, both fu l l  bloods and 
mixed bloods ( Metis) were deemed el ig ible to l ive on this reservation. 
These identif iers, m ixed and fu l l  blood, are not merely genetic but more 
importantly behavioral markers which play a signif icant role in reservation 
history. 

The Nelson Act of 1 889 sought to assemble a l l  Anishinaabeg 
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o nto the reservat ion and to al lot the land to indiv iduals. The Steenerson 
Act of 1 904 provided for addit ional allotment of acreage .  Wh ile the Burke 
Act of 1 906 stressed a cont i nued protection of native resources by the 
federa l govern ment until i ndividuals were competent based on  the ir  
' i ndustriousness , '  the Clapp Amendment of 1 906 c la i med adult ' m ixed 
b loods' as co mpetent by virtue of the ir genet ic makeup . 

U lt imate ly ,  i ncorporat ing  a world systems mode l ,  Meyers po i nts 
to economic forces which work to al ienate land from the An isnabeeg .  For 
the conven ience of land al ienat ion many tr i bal members were c lassif ied 
i nto the mixed blood category based on spurious anthropo log ical reckon 
i n g  and  outright fraud. By  1 920 the majority o f  reservat ion land, today a 
mere 7% of its ori g i nal extent ,  had been a l ienated. 
The An ishnaabeg themse lves fought to determine the ir own future . The 
conservat ive fact ion attempts to expel the Metis who a ided the outside 
t i mber and land interests but the federal government i ntervened to stop  
th is  act ion .  Th is breaks an  important An ish i naabeg form of i nternal  
po l i t ical  act ion-group sp l itt i ng  when accord cannot be reached.  Meyers, 
in h er conc lusion ,  shows that the An ish i naabeg cont i nue to act for the ir  
own i nterests i n  their quest to restore the ir  lands and r ig hts. 

Meyer is impart ial to a l l  sides in th is  very comp lex h istor ical  
situat i on ,  showi ng advantage and disadvantage to posi t ions taken by a l l  
groups invo lved. She is also careful to  po i nt to blatant i njust ices i n  t he  
past and the ir ramif icat ions for the present .  The work provides a superb 
b i b l i ograph ic  essay and is well i llustrated with comprehensive maps and 
photographs. I h i g h ly recommend t h is work for those i nterested in 
eth n ic ity and its h istorical i mportance for soc ia l , po l i t ica l , and econom ic 
sph eres. 

Raymond A .  Bucko 
Le Moyne Co l lege 

Marcyl iena Morgan,  ed . Language and the Social Construction of 

Identity in Creole Situations. (Los Angeles, CA: Center for Afro
American Studies Publ ications, Un ivers ity of Cal iforn ia, 1 994) 1 58pp. ,  
$1 5 .95 paper. 

The result of a 1 990 conference on  "The Socia l S ign if icance of 
Creo le  Language Studies" sponsored by Pomona and Pi tzer of the 
C laremont Col leges and the U n iversity of Californ ia ,  Los Ange les, th is 
stimulat ing  collect ion of six papers enriches the f ield of p idg i n  and creole 
studies by "explori ng the manner in wh ich language and language cho ice 
ref lect and mediate the soc ial landscape . "  

The purpose of the conference was "to discuss and share views 
o n  the nature of the soc ial situat ion  of the language with which they [the 
part ic i pat i ng  scholars] work. " In the spirited " I ntroduction , "  the editor 
argues that most l inguist ic  attempts at establ ish i ng  the "legitimacy" of 
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creole languages i n  society have i gnored their  soc ial and po l it ical 
d imens ions by "measuri ng "  them against mono l i ng ua l  mode ls  of lan
guage usage .  Answeri ng  to the defi n ite need for studies that address 
issues perta i n i ng  to creoles '  standardization ,  to the i nt i mate re lation  with 
the cu lture in wh ich these lang uages f lour ish or the culture in wh ich they 
sometimes strugg le  to survive , and to educationa l  po l ic ies that more often 
than not p lan i nequa l i ty for their speakers , th is  vo l u me successfu l ly 
provides i ns i ght on  " lang uage and power, identity, and loyalty" as factors 
wh ich aid in u nderstandi ng and exp la i n i ng  creo le  lang uage s ituations .  

Although  it  is  surpr is ing that none of  the g uest contr ibutors works 
in the area of socio l i ngu i stics-a subfield of l i ngu i st ics wh ich  is  c l osely 
associated with d iscuss ions on l i n g u ist ic identity-the variety of perspec
tives represented ( l i ngu istics , anthropo logy, and education)  d isp lays a 
fru itfu l  ka le idoscope of ideas . Mervyn Alleyn 's  paper, " Prob lems of 
Standardization  of Creole Languages , "  clearly e laborates o n  h i s  strong 
defense of Jamaican as an autonomous natura l lang uage and as a 
symbol of nationa l  identity. Th is is a concept he has always pass ionate ly 
supported v is-a-vis Western traditiona l  but ,  from h is  standpoi nt, contro
vers ia l  analyses.  I n  " Language Standardization  and L i n g u ist ic Fragmen
tat ion in Tok P is i n , "  Suzanne Romaine shows first-hand knowledge of 
Papua New G u i nea's l i n g u istic and socia l  strugg le  for national i ntegrat ion 
as Eng l i sh  and Tok Pis in c la im urban and rura l  speakers respectively. 
Surpris i ng ly  enou g h ,  Donald Winford's artic le on " Soc io l i ngu ist ic Ap
proaches to Lang uage Use i n  the Ang lophone Caribbean , "  although  
otherwise q u ite sens it ive to  the  need for preserv ing  the speakers'  identity 
through  the i nstitutiona l i zation  of their creo les as off ic ial languages,  
tota l ly  i gnores the prob lems of some ang lophone creo le speakers , those 
members of coastal m inorit ies whose languages vie for survival in 
Span ish-speaki ng Centra l American nations .  In keepi n g  with his ten
dency to q uestion  provocatively al l  theoret ical constructs on wh ich 
creo l ization  i s  based, Sal ikoko Mufwene argues in h is  paper, "On 
Decreo l i zati on :  the Case of  G u l l ah , "  that, accordi ng  to h i s  observations ,  
creoles are u n l ikely to  decreo l ize ( i . e . ,  to  change the ir acro lectal struc
ture) ,  s i nce their dynamic and vital i nteraction in social networks a long 
eth n ic l i nes keeps the speakers' identity and loyalty alive.  The s ituation  
descr ibed by  Karen Watson-Gegeo i n  " Language and  Education  i n  
Hawai ' i :  Soc iopo lit ical a n d  Economic Imp l ications  o f  Hawa i ' i  Creo le 
E n g l ish , "  remi nds me of the u nsurmountable mu ltil i ngua l  educationa l  
prob lems of Th ird World countr ies ,  wh ich shou ld  h ardly be a l ikely 
scenar io for a reg ion  in the U n ited States . F ina l ly ,  M arcyl iena M organ 's 
"The Afr ican-American Speech Commu n ity : Real i ty and Socio l i n g u ists , "  
dr ives home t h e  need for sociol i ngu ists to view lang uage a s  a l ink to 
cu lture and ideo logy ,  and not j ust the key to success. 

The book has been carefully edited; there was only a m i nor 
overs ig ht: Footnote No .  1 8  is  m iss ing ( 1 42 ) .  A l l  the papers have been 
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meticulously documented by useful bibliographies . By address i ng  and 
analyz i n g  the complex social issues that surround the existence of creole 
languages ,  these scholars have not only provided an an i mated i ntellec
tual d iscuss ion ,  but they have also greatly strengthened the cause of the ir 
speakers . 

An ita Herzfeld 
The U n ivers ity of Kansas 

Don l. F.  N i lsen. Humor Scholarship: A Research Bibliography. 

Bib l iog raph ies and Indexes in  Popular Cu lture, Number 1 .  (Westport, 
CT : G reenwood Press , 1 993) 382 pp. , $65.00. 

Too often ,  the study of humor lacks the very thi ng  i t  analyzes .  
That i s  one  of t he  reasons Don N ilsen's humor bibl iography is  such a 
pleasant surpr ise .  I n  the catalogui ng and describi ng of the seem ingly 
endless number of humor books and art icles , N ilsen has managed to 
capture the tone of the subject wh ile still doi ng thi s  tedious job impres
s ively. 

The structure of the book makes fi ndi ng  a source relat ively easy. 
Chapter t i tles ,  such as "Humor and Eth n icity , "  are clear and direct ive,  and 
the subheadings with in  chapters , such as "The Humor of Native Ameri
can Eth n icity , "  eas ily poi nt a researcher in the ri ght d irect ion . The 
Appendix i s  especially helpful to those worki ng toward publicat ion , for i t  
l i sts journals , magazi nes ,  publish i ng  houses,  i ndividuals , and organ iza
t ions wh ich deal specif ically with humor. 

Chapter six is div ided i nto three sections cover ing  ethn ic humor 
i n  general, Black ethn ic humor, and Nat ive American humor. I n  the third 
sect ion ,  N ilsen i ntroduces the  bibliography by discuss ing  the major 
differences i n  in the way Native Americans v iew the world, i ncludi ng 
cultural differences i n  t ime ,  wealth, nature, and relat ionsh ips , thus 
leadi ng  to the ir different sense of humor .  He also ident if ies the two most 
common comic symbols : the coyote and the "ritual clown , "  which also 
serves "a moral funct ion" by showing the people "how not to behave . "  
N ilsen 's  specif ic discussion i n  t h e  i ntroduct ion is  l im ited mai nly t o  the 
Navajo (mention i ng  Apache and Hopi  only once apiece) , but h i s  bibl iog
raphy l i sts over twenty books and art icles useful for more specif ic study. 

It is i n  these i ntroduct ions that N ilsen 's  own appreciation for 
humor surfaces ,  making  them not only i nformative but also del ig htful . 
N ilsen combi nes knowledge defi n it ions , dist i nctions ,  and scholarly quo
tat ions-with examples to i llustrate as well as to entertai n .  For example ,  
i n  the i ntroduct ion to "Jokes ,  R iddles , Hoaxes,  and Stand-Up  Comedy , "  
N ilsen recounts one  of Steven Wright's jokes :  "He talks about how he  
found a strange l ight switch i n  h is house that didn't turn anyth ing  on or off . 
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So just for fun he kept switching it until he got a call from a lady in Germany 
tel l ing hi m to 'Cut it out! ' "  

The introductions also give valuable information about the char
acter ist ics and trends of various forms of humor. True, they are mainly 
genera l izations , but they are generalizat ions which create a bas is  from 
which a researcher can move forward for further study. Humor Scholar
ship is not, of course, a book to be read cover to cover, but it is a valuable 
reference tool to keep handy on the shelf for anyone interested i n  readi ng 
or  writing about humor. 

Barbara A. Bennett 
Marian Col lege 

Louis Owens. Bone Game. American Ind ian L iterature and Crit ical 
Stud ies Series. (Norman, OK: U n ivers ity of Oklahoma Press, 1 994) 
243 pp, $1 9.95 c loth . 

Tricksters in Native American thought often include the gambler 
and skinwalker. Tradit ional ly, the character of the gambler appears i n  
order to test a person, who must p lay and w in  a l ife and death game so 
that the individual (specif ically) and the tribe (generally) w i ll survive. And, 
accord ing to anthropologist Larry Sunderland, a Navajo skinwal ker 
ostens ibly inserts a bone into a victi m's body without break ing the ski n .  
T h i s  action often results i n  mental and/or physical injury, i l lness ,  and 
death. The bone can only be removed ceremonious ly by a shaman 
(hitaall) ;  both the gambler and sk inwalker are shapeshifters. Duri ng the 
Morn ing  Star Ceremony, which is  demonstrated in Bone Game and was 
ended by Metalsharo (Pawnee) in 1 8 1 3 , a maiden's  body would be 
pa inted half black and half white, staked to the ground, and shot ful l of 
arrows in a D ionysian ceremony. Owens delicately intertwi nes these 
three ceremonies and f igures in a story fil led with action, mystery , and 
surprises . 

Simi lar to the tradit ional gambler, who collects scalps and hands 
of v icti ms ,  Bone Game opens with the students and faculty at the 
U n iversity of Santa Cruz (where Owens taught Native American L itera
tures) in a frenzy because the head and hands of students have started 
to wash up on a nearby shorel ine. The plot is further complicated because 
Dr. Cole McCurtain, who suffers from "ghost sickness "  (96) , must stop h i s  
s low alcohol -induced suicide before he can face his destiny and stop the 
murders. The protagonist i n  Bone Game, Cole (Choctaw/Ir ish, m iddle
aged, survivor's guilt, divorced) , is the unwi l l i ng and unknowing hero who 
must confront the gambler/tr ickster/skinwalker. Although Cole seems 
aware of  the magnitude of  what he must do, h is  traditional fam i ly  rushes 
to ass ist hi m because ,  as the medic i ne man Luther states : "This story's 
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so b ig  Cole o nly sees a l i ttle b i t  of it" (79) . 
Gerald V izenor ,  the academic tr ickster, states that "that game,  

the four ages of man [and woman] ,  conti n ues to  be played with evil 
gamblers in the c it ies" ( I nter ior Landscapes: Autobiographical Myths and 
Metaphors , M i nneapolis :  U n ivers ity of M i nnesota Press , 1 990 ,  ( 1 80) ) ,  
a n d  s im ilarly , throughout h i s  text , Owens impl ies that th is  mortal g a m e  i s  
st i l l  be i n g  played. 

In Bone Game the trickster/gambler/skinwalker is  both l iteral and 
myth ical  i n  th is  text where Owe n's (Choctaw/Cherokee/I r i sh) has the past 
and present ,  dreams and waki ng ,  real and surreal, and natural and 
supernatural ex ist  s i multaneously . Owens text is eas ily access ible to  
both I ndian and non - I nd ian al i ke ,  and he effectively grabs his readers and 
shakes them i nto a real izat ion  (which would be shared by M i khail Bakht i n )  
that myths  and every day reality exist s im ultaneously ( 1 57)-maybe we 
had better start l iste n i n g .  

Ju l i e  LaMay Abner 
Californ ia  State Un ivers ity, San Bernard ino  

W.S.  Penn .  All My Sins are Relatives. (Lincoln :  U n iversity of  Ne
braska Press,  1 995) .  257 pp . ,  $25.00 c loth .  

W.S.  Penn  writes with wit and cleverness, but also with pass ion  
and love , about  h i mself, h is blood relatives , and h is  sp ir itual relat ives . I f  
the s i ns  of the father are v is ited upon the son ,  Penn is dou bly doomed by 
h i s  need to u nderstand h i s  grandfather's generat ion as well as h is  
father' s .  I t  i s  h i s  grandfather and h is  father, as  well as  n umerous others,  
to whom the book i s  dedicated, and it is this  l ine of fam ily members who 
have created the writer and crit ic who explores his own l ife as a m ixed 
b lood by s imultaneously explor i ng  the l ives of his relatives and of h is  
relat ives and of other writers such as Wendy Rose , Lesl ie S ilko ,  and 
Mourn i ng  Dove.  

Penn  l ives and writes in  the shadows of tr ickster coyote , Chief 
Joseph, other writers , and his fam ily, among others . He seeks his own 
ident ity throu gh words, recollect ions of Nez Perce history , advice from his 
grandfather, and the writ i ngs  of h is contemporar ies .  Penn 's  identity is 
forged by both white and I nd ian ancestry , and both s ides have struggled 
to take control. In looki ng  back ,  he recogn izes the negative i nfluence of 
his wh ite mother and harshly relates her des ire "to want us not to be 
I ndian" (55) . In the end, he must grapple with the issues of h is own identity 
and says , " I  had to i nvent myself, to l ive" (52) . Pen n 's  book is autob io
graph ical, but  it is not l inear and seldom chronolog ical. T ime and l i fe (or 
lives) are circu lar and exper iences repeat themselves through genera
t ions and throughout  i ndiv idual l ives . I n  discuss ing  t ime,  Pen n  notes ,  
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' 'T ime was more than a structure imposed upon stor ies .  T ime . . .  had to do 
with everyth ing"  (97) . 

As Penn moves from the personal and i ndiv idual-althoug h the 
entire book i s  personal-to a broader cons ideration of writ i ng  and 
storytell i ng ,  he notes that h is  Grandfather taught h im that "everyth i ng  true 
was story" (91 ) .  As a writer, he recog n izes that the I nd ian autob iographer 
f inds that the i nd iv idual's l i fe i n  relation to the h istory and background of 
h i s  people is more important than the i ndiv idual 's day-to-day experi
ences.  Th is  theory guides the writ i ng  of h i s  own l ife exper iences in the 
book. The relationsh ip  of stories to the past and to other stor ies is  cruc ial ;  
the process of creat ing new stor ies i s  more i mportant than the i ndiv idual 
story itself. 

In the second half of the book, Penn  discusses the i nfluences of 
other writers both on h is  own writ ing and on crit ical v iews of I nd ianness .  
The stories of Mourn ing  Dove are brought together w ith those of h is  
grandfather to weave together an  autobiography that i s  both personal and 
communal. He analyzes the l ife and writi ngs  of Joh n  Roll i n  R idge, see ing  
with i n  h i s  writ i ng  the tens ions of  the m ixed blood writer who is drawn 
toward a redefi n it ion of h imself wh ich is f i nally only a rt ifact and not a real 
l ife . In the chapter "Respect for Wendy Rose , "  Penn writes about h imself 
and other writers for many pages before descri b i ng  Wendy Rose as a 
writer who writes "recla i m  her identity" and thus is representative of many 
mixed blood writers . As Penn says , "All good stor ies conta in  in them
selves someth i n g  about the act of storytell i n g  or story writ i ng"  ( 1 79) , and 
the mixed blood writer must in each act of compos i ng  recreate the self in 
relation to a tradit ion and a past. 

In th is  book, Penn f ights the stereotypes of I nd ians and of mixed 
bloods created by m is i nformed but frequently well-mean ing  crit ics ,  aca
demics ,  and readers . I n  the end, he writes that " identity is found in a lonely 
v is ion" (23 1 ) .  For the mixed blood, identity is both creation and recreation 
of self with i n  a world that wants the conven ience of labels but suffers 
because of the m.  

Penn 's  book is  an important exam ination of  s i ngle l ife with i n  the 
contexts of h istory , of I nd ianness,  and of other writers . In the end, he 
becomes Coyote , transform ing  h imself as he recreates h imself as a 
mixed blood writer who is not "representative" but at the same t ime is a 
product of defi n it ion that is frequently i mposed upon "the other" without 
cons ideration of i ndiv idual ident ity formation . 

Gretchen M .  Bataille 
Un ivers ity of Cal iforn ia ,  Santa Barbara 
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Jewel l  Parker Rhodes . Voodoo Dreams. (New York: P icador USA,  

1 993) 436 pp . ,  $1 3 .00 paper. 

Unti l  I read Jewe l l  Parke r R hodes very f inely c rafted nove l ,  
Voodoo Dreams, Marie  Laveau, t h e  New Orleans voodoo queen loomed 
i nv inc ib le ,  beyond the reaches of anyone:  man, woman , B lack, or whi te .  
But i n  th is  nove l Rhodes ski l l fu l ly  human izes Laveau by p resent i ng  the 
majority of characters, i nc ludi ng our he roi ne ,  as scared people  mot ivated 
by the i r  i nsecurit ies and fears . Those who are bold enoug h to se ize the 
opportunit ies p resented to them, such  as Joh n ,  Marie Laveau's v ic ious 
love r,  exploit the i r power and man ipulate others for the i r own g lo ry.  The 
Marie  Laveau that we meet in  th i s  nove l i s  the t h i rd i n  a l i ne of 
voodooien ne ;  she is a novice p riestess ,  and a vict im of domestic v io lence , 
wh ich is pe rpetuated by her  own distorted sexual att ract ion to Joh n .  John 
was a lso her  mother' s  lover and h i s  act ions p rec ip itated her  mother' s  
death .  Most ly ,  Marie  Laveau i s  a v ict im  of  i g norance. 

Because of her mother' s  death ,  she was reared by her g rand
mother, the f i rst i n  the l i ne  of Marie  Laveaus , who fai l s  to i nstruct her i n  
t h e  teach ings  of voodoo. After  t h e  death of Marie 's  mother ,  h e r  g rand
mother, overcome by g rief and fear, f lees New Orleans ,  retreats to a rural 
area, and raises Marie  in i g norance . As a result ,  Marie is  shut off f rom her  
pr ivate h istory,  embodied by  her  mother .  Th roug hout th is  novel ,  t he  
reade r witnesses Marie 's  search  for se l f  ident ity and  mean i n g .  When  
Marie  and  her  g randmother ,  forced by  c i rcumstance, return to  New 
O rleans ,  Marie hopes to f ind some evidence of her  mother ,  and fai l i n g  she  
wai l s :  "A l l  my  l ife , I ' ve just wanted to  know myse lf . I don't  know anyth i n g  
about m e .  And what other  people know of m e  is l i e s .  Even i f  I died, t h e  l i es 
would l ive on" . And i ndeed, many of the l ies take on a rea l ity of the i r  own 
so that when possessed by Damba l lah ,  the powerful Marie  Laveau that 
the voodoo worsh i pers observe is a far c ry from the naive woman abused 
by Joh n .  

Jewe l l  Parker R hodes is  not merely re-wri t ing t he  l i fe o f  M arie 
Laveau, she also writes about the role and function of re l i g ion , i n  th i s  
i n stance voodoo, for the masses of  disenfranch ised, formerly ens laved 
Afr icans in n i neteenth century New O rleans .  "For many, Voodoo was an 
escape from the da i ly b ruta l ity of the i r l ives .  Marie  was the i r show queen ,  
lead i ng  them i nto the rea l m  of i mag i nat ion . For others ,  Voodoo was 
sa lvat ion . "  Rhodes uses Marie to explore how those who are oppressed 
cope and mai ntai n  a sense of se l f .  She port rays B lack peop le who, in 
order  to survive , constant ly redef ine themse lves i n the often very confus
i ng  world that they f ind themse lves i n .  "She [Marie] could re i nvent herse lf . 
She could become as strong as he  was" .  And i ndeed our heroi ne ga ins  
strength and b reaks John 's  ho ld on her, thereby free ing  herself  f rom the 
tyranny of  fear. But Marie Laveau's v ictory i s  not s i ngular ,  i t  s ig na ls the 
poss ib i l i t ies for the masses who attend the voodoo ceremon ies hop ing  to 
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expe rience the magic and escape, if but tempora ri ly, the harsh realit ies 

of the i r  l ives .  
Rhodes' Voodoo Dreams is  a remarkable achievement. Th rough 

h e r  v iv id  imagery, the reader experiences another world.  The characters 

are so tangible they walk off the page,  m u lt i-dimensional and real ,  
carry ing with them the fears that d i rect their l ives. Voodoo Dreams i s  an 

effective weaving of  myth ,  magic, and fiction i nto art. 

Opal Palmer Adisa 
Californ ia College of Arts and C rafts 

Beatriz Rivera. African Passions and Other Stories. (Houston, TX: 
Arte Publ ico Press, 1 995) 1 68 pp., $9.95 paper. 

In recent years there have been many novels ,  col lect ions of s h o rt 
sto ries, and ed it ions of poetry publ ished by Mexican-Americans , but the 
works by Cuban-Americans have not been as plentif u l .  African Passions, 
the f i rst publ ished col lection by Beatriz R ivera, is a p romis ing b ut not 
altogether satisfying contribution to the corpus of C u ban-Ame rican 
writ ing . It is somet imes b ri l l iant and i magi nat ive, sometimes not ve ry 
insp i r ing ,  with e ight stories (several of which a re i nterrelated) ran g i n g  

from t h e  h umorous a n d  wel l -conceived t o  t h e  rathe r ted ious.  
The best is the tit le p iece, which c h ro n icles the demise of a long

term re lat ionship between a Cu ban-American couple f rom d ifferent 

socio-economic backgrounds.  As the pai r seeks a bu rial p lace for a dead 
cat, they are accompan ied by the Afro-Cuban gods of Santeria (akin to 
the more widely-known practice of Voodoo) who, s u mmoned by the 
woman,  provide a humorous view of the gods and their  activit ies i n  her 
support .  Several sto ries are about the p u rs u it of the "Ame rican D ream" 
and the degree of success or  fai l u re of that p u rs u it among Cubans.  The 

best of these is  "Once i n  a Lifet ime Offering , "  where Kik i  (also a m i n o r  
characte r i n  another tale) f i n d s  h e rself  cau g ht u p  i n  a typical American 
midd le class career chase. Her p u rs u it is also one of ident ity term i n at ing  
i n  h e r  voyage to  Cuba, an act wh ich causes her  f riends to  declare :  
"Normal ly ,  people leave t h e i r  cou ntries t o  f ind j o b s  h e re . . .  Th is  is the l a n d  
o f  opportun ity. S o  what does she expect? To f ind a job i n  C u ba?" 

The weakest sto ry is "Bel l s , "  i n  which Crist ina p u rsues another  

k ind of d ream, that of  f ind ing the perfect man.  S h e  is a wealthy ove r
ac h i ever ( P h D . ,  world t rave ler,  Span ish language televis ion reporter,  
J uj itsu expert) who is so exasperat ing  that i n  the end the reader i s  left 
i n d ifferent to her fate. "The Batte ry-Ope rated Drummer Bear" is about 
C rist ina's father,  an overbeari ng m i l l ionaire adve rt is ing executive who 
c la ims to have invented the term "Span ish Market . "  
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Two good selections that are relevant to readers of ethn ic  
experiences are "Grandmother's Secret" and "Paloma."  The former does 
a respectable job of deli neati ng fami ly  t ies and local color i n  the Cuban
American commun ity wh ile it  also dep icts the differences between the 
older generation of immigrants and the ass im i l ated generation of their 
grown ch ildren .  The latter focuses on the experiences and plig ht of the 
h u ge n u m ber of illegal H ispan ics i n  the U n ited States .  Although  it is 
someti mes confus ing  to follow, it conta ins  some of the most poetic writ ing 
i n  A frican Passions. I t  suffers, as do several other stor ies ,  from too many 
characters , too many complicated relations h i ps ,  and too l ittle characte r 
and story development. 

The author presents a portrait of a dozen or so willful , occas ion 
a l ly  obsessed women , reg ularly amus i ng ,  someti mes tired, and relent
lessly driven .  Even with the shortcoming  noted, Beatr iz  R ivera shows a 
g reat deal of promise of becoming  a s i gn if icant voice i n  the growing 
Cuban-American l iterary commun ity .  

Carl R .  Sh i r ley 
U n ivers ity of South Carol ina 

Clovis E .  Semmes. Cultural Hegemony and A frican American De vel

opmen t. (Westport, CT : Praeger, 1 992) 

The purpose of this book is  to examine  cultural aspects of 
hegemon ic  relations between Wh ite Americans and Afr ican Americans,  
a neglected top ic which the author bel ieves s hould provide the bas is  for 
Afr ican American Studies programs.  Although Semmes establ ishes 
culture as the focus of h i s  analys is ,  pol it ical and economic forces are 
clearly i mportant for u nderstandi ng the pos it ion of Black Americans i n  the 
chang i ng  soc ial organ ization of the U n ited States .  Defined as regular ity 
i n  s ubjective states ,  culture is theorized as i nteracti ng  with social organ i 
zation , as i nstitut ional sett ings frame cultural express ions and v ice versa. 

Despite the rather narrow defi n it ion of culture, the author ana
lyzes a wide variety of cultural forms and elements related to Black 
American exper ience.  These include both routi ne activ i t ies and artist ic 
work as well as the constra i nts on cu ltural expression at different poi nts 
i n  t ime ,  the availabil ity of resources to support cultural creativ ity ,  the 
effects of posit ive forms,  and the reasons for maladaptive ones . 

Crit ical to the author's argument about the centrality of culture is 
the not ion of cultural hegemony, the systemic  negation of one culture by 
another, wh ich forms one end of a dialectical process whose man ifesta
tion is deh uman ization . Cultural hegemony is theorized to create the 
need for cultural reconstruction among Blacks , a l ife-affirm ing ,  h u maniz
ing response to cultural negation . Th is  theoretical approach is  offe red 
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with reference on ly to its re lat ion  to the work of B lack scholars and those 
concerned with the African American experience.  However, th is work can 
be understood as we l l  as an important contribut ion to recent crit ical 
analyses of modern society and the subord i nat ion of m inority cu ltures by 
such authors as John  Ogbu ,  Zyg m u nt Bauman,  and Joel Spri ng .  

The  un iq ueness of th i s  book, however, is  that i t  bu i lds on  the 
cu l tural discuss ions of prev ious efforts wh ich focused on the po l i t ical and 
economic exp lo itat ion of African Americans .  Drawing  on  the work of E.  
Frank l i n  Fraz ier and Haro ld Cruse ,  in part icu lar ,  the author reveals the 
impo rtance of cu lture by i l lu m i nat i ng  how cu lture i nteracts with po l i t ical 
and economic orders to create contradict ions and d i lemmas for B lacks i n  
d ifferent h istorical periods. T h e  theoret ical framework i nforms substan 
t ive analyses of several key concepts and top ics :  The imp l icat ions of 
leg i t imacy for mental health ; cultural product ion ,  economics ,  and the 
media;  the ro le of re l i g i on ;  health condit ions and the ir  effects on deve lop
ment ;  and cu ltural revital izat ion. 

Several f laws distract from the contr ibut ions of th is  work , how
ever. Greater theoretical clar i ty is  needed in several discuss ions of 
cu lture and its relat ion  to power and economics .  Addit iona l ly ,  the lack of 
any visual aids (graph ics ,  photographs ,  i nserts) ,  the type-face se lected 
by the pub l i sher,  and the lack of breaks in the text make for ted ious 
read ing .  Neverthe less ,  t h i s  book offers detai led , i nterest ing  d iscuss ions 
of the theories and research of early B lack scho lars as we l l  as provocat ive 
analyses of African American culture and social d i lemmas and potent ial 
so l ut ions to deve lop problems. Th is  book is we l l  worth reading for these 
contr ibut ions as we l l  as for its i nsp irat ion  for the analyses of other non
Wh ite groups '  exper iences w i th  the dynamics of ass im i lat ion i n  American 
cu ltural h isto ry. 

Carol Ward 
Brig ham Young Un ivers ity 

Janet D. Spector. What This A wl Means: Feminist Archaeology at a 
Wahpeton Dakota Vii/age. (St. Pau l :  M innesota H istorical Society 
Press, 1 993) 1 61 pp. ,  $32 .50 c loth , $1 5.95 paper. 

Janet Spector has written a book which is enjoyable ,  en l i ghten ing ,  
and though-provoking reading. Those i nvolved i n  anthropology, h istory, 
gender studies, and ethn ic studies would do we l l  to read this smal l  vo lume 
carefu l ly and ponder i ts issues. As she promises i n  the book's subt i t le ,  
Spector presents archaeolog ical evidence pertain i ng to the Wahpeton 
Dakota (Eastern Sioux) with in  a framework which lacks the Eurocentric and 
androcentric perspectives which too often characterize the study of Ameri
can I ndian pasts . 

The book p ivots around i nterpret i ng  an awl ,  a punch- l ike imp le -
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ment tradit ionally used by women i n  work ing an i mal hides for clothi ng, 
conta iners,  and t ipi covers .  The awl has a tip of iron derived from Euro
American trade . Th is  fact provides part of the bas is  for plac ing  the artifact 
i n  t ime and historical context. Of native manufacture , the antler handle of 
the awl exhibits patterns of l i nes and dots , some of wh ich are f illed with 
red pigment.  Interesti ng sleuth i ng and util ization of "ethnographic paral
lels" allow Spector to i nterpret these l ines and dots as s ign ifyi ng some
th i ng more than mere decorative des igns .  In doing thi s  she clearly 
demonstrates fem i n ist and American I ndian perspectives .  

In chapter 1 ("Archaeology and Empathy") Spector ident if ies her 
academic background in archaeology and candidly states her scholarly 
i nterests and personal biases i n  deal ing with American Indians ,  past and 
present. Chapter 2 ("What This Awl Means") is the kind of summary one 
m ight expect as a concluding chapter in  a traditional s ite report. Spector 
weaves a tale which lacks formal c itations and assumes the reader knows 
the archaeological evidence she excavated dur ing four seasons at the 
Little Rapids s i te (the Wahpeton's Inyan Ceyaka Antonwan) i n  southeast
ern M i n nesota. She also assumes that the reader knows the i ntr icac ies 
of what archaeologists call the "d irect historical approach" and the wealth 
of available ethnohistoric and ethnographic i nformation on the Dakota 
I nd ians including the sign ificance of the painti ngs and sketches produced 
by Seth Eastman ,  a soldier-artist stationed at Fort Snelling during the m id
n i neteenth century. Eastman's images accompany the text and vivify the 
story. As an archaeologist, I am generally familiar with these sources; I found 
th is  chapter to be a real gem. The non-archaeologist, however, should not 
thi nk that all one has to do i s  pick up an isolated artifact and tell an 
authentic story about the past. Spector's appropriate uses of documen
tary sources ,  oral tradit ion ,  and scientif ic controls are reviewed i n  chapters 
3 through 6: "Other Awl Stories", "Cultures i n  Conflict" , "Cycles of the Moon" ,  
"FirstTraces Uncovered" , "Glimpses of Community Life Part I" , and "Glimpses 
of Commun ity Life - Part I I" .  Lists of recovered artifacts and remains of plants 
and an imals appear i n  appendices. 

Regardi ng chapter 2, Spector honestly states that "I wrote the 
story of how the awl might have been used and lost" ( 1 8). She almost 
certai nly steps outs ide the str ict bounds of evidence i n  attribut ing the awl 
specif ically to Mazaokiyewi n ,  the grandmother and great grandmother of 
three i nformants and colleagues of Wahpeton descent. O n  the other 
hand, given the available evidence,  we can assume that the awl was a 
woman 's  i mplement ;  and, given Dakota methods of reckon ing k insh ip 
and the i mportant matter of cultural conti nuity, the awl's owner would be 
considered a "grandmother" of l iv ing Wahpeton .  Thus Spector's putt ing 
a "face" on history is  i nstructive and her observations in the Epilogue 
("What Does This All Mean") are socially mean i ngful and eth ically 
chal lengi ng beyond the delightful pun . 
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David G. Such. A vant-Garde Jazz Musicians: Performing "Out There ". 

( Iowa City : U n ivers ity of Iowa Press , 1 993) 206pp. ,  $1 4.95 paper. 

The burgeon i ng  scholarship on the avant-garde in jazz of the 
1 950s and 1 960s sti l l accounts for only a small number of scholarly jazz
related publicat ions. Though the ascendance of i nterdisc ipl i nary, 
cultural studies paradig ms leave open many pathways to discussions of 
avant-garde jazz , David G .  Such's A vant-Garde Jazz Musicians i ncorpo
rates l ittle of the cultural crit ic ism Ronald Radano offers in his equal ly new 
New Musical Figurations: Anthony Braxton 's Cultural Critique (Chicago: 
Un iversity of Chicago Press, 1 993) . Such instead focuses mult iply on 
what avant-garde musicians say about their music's position a handful of 
top ical devices which head chapters in the text . From consideri ng  
" Labels, " an i ndispensable issue in music crit ic ism -si nce so much 
knowledge is vested in its nominal category--Such discusses predeces
sors to the "out jazz" period from the mid- late 1 950s onward, c it i ng  
bebop's revolut ionary reputation and  its figureheads as worthy precur
sors to such music ians as Cecil Taylor, Ornette Coleman , and many of 
the more recent player/composers whom Such i nterviews. 

Whi le an i mportant historical achievement, Such's analysis of the 
l i neage remains formalist in its unfoldi ng  of musical processes that 
l i tera l ly echo earl ier eras. He then discusses economic issues i nter
twi ned in playi ng music that is both resolutely non-commercia l  and 
indeed thrives on the proverbial ,  " l ive" moment to develop. Econom ics, 
he reports, dictates a near-mandate to "out music ians" that they ei ther 
"alter thei r style of musical performances to fit more acceptable commer
cial models" or forego the developmental crescendos which accompany 
performance i n  publ ic .  Such reports that " most out performers l ivi ng  in 
New York City" have only " two or three" opportunities to perform publ ical ly 
each year. This discussion brings Such's true scholarly " moment" to l i ght : 
wh i le he wants to contextual ize "out music" of the 1 980s by discussi ng  the 
1 960s and earl ier ,  those eras, too, have received scant satisfactory 
scholarly work to date. 

Such conti nues on to discuss how metaphor funct ions i n  h i s  
coi n i ng  of the term "out music" and documents the frequent direct ionals 
"upward" and "outward" which character ize this music . Closi ng  with 
chapters on "world views" and "culture" as they relate to "out music , "  Such 
caps a project that h i nts strong ly at direct ions for further research and 
future projects. In trying  to cover the whole expanse of musical ent it ies, 
from the i ntr icacies of produc i ng  a performance to the performance itself 
and how that performance is d isseminated, Such sets hi mself a task 
worthy of a far larger and more i n-depth text than his. 

The upside here is that Such's text is brief and compact and thus 
perfect for use i n  an i n troductory course, say, on the aesthet ics of the C ivil 
R ights movement or (obviously) jazz itself .  I am predisposed towards 
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recommendi n g  it a longs ide perhaps LeRoi Jones '  (Am ir i  Baraka) Blues 
People (New York: W i l l iam Morrow, 1 963) , s i nce the latter text s ituates 
itse l f  also on the h istor ical  axis of what Jones ca l led the "chang ing  same" 
of Afr ican American mus ical aesthetics and i ts more fu l ly and cha l leng
i n g ly developed h istorical context. Such ,  i n  th is  regard, p icks up  rough ly 
where Jones leaves off and offers n ice transcri pt ions and sp lend id  
i n s i g hts as both a mus ic ian  and an ethnomusicolog ist .  

Andrew Bartlett 

Ronald T. Takaki .  Violence in the Black Imagination: Essays and 

Documents. Expanded Edit ion.  (New York: Oxford U n ivers ity Press,  
1 993) 348 pp. ,  $ 1 4 .95.  

Orig i na l ly  pub l i shed i n  1 972 and re- issued i n  1 993, Violence in 
the Black Imagination was an early attempt to overcome the p itfa l l s  of 
what some academ ic ians have termed disjunctive scholarsh ip .  Ronald 
Takaki  rem i nds us  that too often f ict ion i s  analyzed narrowly as an art 
rather than as soc ia l  docu ments that m ight be useful not on ly to those 
study ing  l i terature but a lso to those exam in i ng  h istory . Reviewi ng three 
f ict iona l  works , Takaki makes a case for their use as h istorical sources .  
H e  asserts that "b lack fiction not on ly adds to our already l i m ited number 
of ante-be l lum b lack written documents , but a lso represents a part icu larly 
i mportant genre of evidence" ( 1 2) . N i neteenth century fiction , accordi ng 
to Takak i ,  l ends i ns i ght i nto the feelings and emotions Afr ican Americans 
harbored towards s lavery-i ns ight often lost in tradit iona l  h istorical 
sources . 

Takaki re- issued and expanded th is  book i n  response to the 1 992 
Los Ange les rebe l l ion .  Taki ng  issue with the soundb ites and superf ic ia l  
reporti ng  used to characterize the rebel l ion , Takaki ca l ls  for the h i storical 
contextua l i z i ng  of th is seeming ly sudden explosion of v io lence: "More 
than ever before , we must examine our past in order to understand the 
roots of rac ism and its legacy of rac ia l  conflict and violence" (6) . To 
provide th i s  contextua l ization , he turns to three fictional  essays : "The 
Heroic S lave" by Frederick Doug lass , "B lake: or , the H uts of America" by 
B lack national ist Mart in  Delany,  and "e lote l l :  a Tale of the Southern 
States" by W i l l iam Wel l s  Brown , a p ioneeri ng  B lack nove l ist. 

Violence in the Black Imagination conta ins these n ineteenth cen
tury texts , corresponding review essays offering  h istorical background 
about the authors and the factual  events providi ng  backdrops for these 
stor ies ,  and analys i s  of the conception of v iolence that i s  a common 
theme among al l  three .  "The theme of v iolence , "  notes Takaki , "provides 
a provocative ang le  from wh ich  to probe the comp lexity of [B lack 
peop le 's] da i ly l ives and the i ntr icac ies of  their thoughts on . . .  the destiny of 
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blacks i n  America" ( 1 2 ) .  
Doug lass' narrative is based on the 1 841  mut i ny aboard a slave 

sh ip .  I t  is a story of personal  l i berat ion  through  the o n ly means ava i lab le
vio lence . I n  De lany's work, the protagon ist moves beyond personal  
l i berat ion ,  instead, r iski ng h is  own freedom by organ iz ing  slave i nsurrec
t ions throug hout the South and Cuba.  V io lence,  in th is  case , works 
toward emanci pat ion  of the race rather than of i ndiv iduals.  I n  Brown's 
story , the use of v io lence is seen through  two lenses. F irst , one  is 
i ntroduced to the overwhelming  v iolence used by wh ites aga inst the ir  
slaves. Th is, however, is challenged by a second level  of v io lence 
employed by the slaves as they resisted such oppressio n .  

Through  these stories, t h e  image o f  v io lence agai nst t h e  oppres
sor i n  the B lack m ind  takes the shape of resistance, l iberat ion ,  and 
emancipation .  Perhaps, by understandi ng v io lence in these terms, the 
causes and motivat ions of contemporary urban rebe l l i on  m ight take on  a 
new and more c learly defi ned mean i ng .  Th is is the essent ial message i n  
Violence in the Black Imagination. 

Jen n ifer L. Dobson 
U n iversity of Wash i ngton 

Ei leen H .  Tamura .  Americanization, Acculturation, and Ethnic 

Identity: The Nisei Generation in Hawaii. (U rbana and C h icago:  
Un ivers ity of  I l l i no is  Press,  1 994) 326 pp.  

E i leen Tamura's new book on  the first American-born generat ion 
of  Japanese imm igrants to Hawai i  is a well-researched and readable 
study of the period in  the early twent ieth century , large ly between the 
world wars, when Japanese i m m igrants to Hawa i i  rea l ized they were not 
go ing to return home and that they would have generationa l  confl icts with 
the ir ch i ldren ,  ent i t led to U . S .  c i t izensh i p  as the ir parents were not unt i l  
1 952.  An outgrowth of Tamura's 1 990 dissertat i on ,  "The American iza
t ion Campa ign  and the Ass im i lat ion  of the Nisei i n  Hawa i i ,  1 920 to 1 940 , "  
Americanization, Acculturation, and Ethnic Identity deve lops t h e  ori g i na l  
top ic  and works back to the  beg i n n i n g  of  Japanese i m m igrat ion  to Hawai i ,  
but does not work forward past 1 940 t o  record t h e  monu mental changes 
that occurred i n  H awai i .  Tamura uses n umerous persona l  i nterviews she 
conducted with N ise i and always supports her general statements with 
anecdotal quotes from the subjects themelves. Wh i le not an  ora l h istory, 
th is  study nevertheless employs oral mater ia l  to document research 
stat ist ics. As a resu l t ,  the text comes al ive ; the reader hears real  vo ices, 
sometimes in P idg i n  Eng l ish or Hawa i i  Creole Engl ish , but more often the 
educated voices of the generat ion caug ht between two cultures wh ich 
had much i n  common (educat iona l  goals, "puritan " work eth ic ,  fam i l y  and 
commun ity values) but also much that confl icted (Amer ican i ndiv idual ism 
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versus Japanese g roup consensus ,  vO ic ing  op i n ions versus keep ing  a 
low p rofi l e) .  

Much of Tamu ra's discussion of education has to do with the 
confl ict i ng  agenda of the haole elite ( ru l i ng  Caucas ians) teachi ng "Amer i 
can va lues"  to imm ig rant chi ldren whi l e  at  the same t ime keep ing  them i n  
the i r  p lace ( i . e . ,  i n  the p lantat ion economy) . I f  the pr inc ip l es of Ame rican
izat ion  i nvolve st riv ing for exce l l ence and express i ng  i ndiv idual i sm ,  how 
can chi ldren  s imu ltaneously be taught to accept the i r  stat ion on a rural 
sugar  p lantat ion? Issues of race and c lass undercut the p rofessed 
American sense of equa l ity. As Tamura says i n  he r p reface : " I ron ica l ly  
the N ise i  goa l  of  economic advancment was more mainst ream Ame rican 
than that of the American ize rs '  goal for them ,  that they be good, doc i le  
p lantation workers " (xiv) . Thus the American school system ,  whi le 
teach ing  Ame rican ization ,  succeeded a l l  too wel l .  Attempts we re made 
to create a two-t ie red educat ional system of Eng l ish Standard Schools for 
most ly Caucas ians and regu la r  publ ic schools for ethn ic imm ig rants.  Too 
often the re was blatant rac ia l  discr im i nation to keep bright and qua l if ied 
ethn ics out of Eng l ish standard publ ic schools ;  th is was part icu larly 
di rected agai nst the Japanese, the largest ethn ic g roup by far i n  Hawa i i  
du ri ng  most of  the twent ieth centu ry .  Now I understand why my son 's  
school , M id- Pacif ic I nst itute , has an overwhe lm i ng ly  Japanese-American 
stude nt body . Tamura notes that "more than half of the students at M id
Pacif ic I nst i tute dur ing the 1 920s through the 1 940s we re Japanese" 
( 1 1 7) .  In contrast to Punahou , the haole private school , other p rivate 
schoo ls  welcomed Japanese students .  These patte rns pers ist even 
today . 

One thi ng  m iss ing  from Tamura's study is at least some discus
s ion for what happened duri ng  and espec ia l ly  after World War I I  to the 
N ise i  i n  H awai i .  A pol i t ical revolut ion took p lace i n  the mid- 1 950s with 
fundamental  and far- reach ing imp l icat ions.  Dur ing  the e lect ions of 1 954 
and 1 956,  Japanese-American democrats , most of them World War I I  
vete rans ,  were e lected to the state leg is latu re .  S i nce that t ime ,  they and 
the i r  descendents have essent ia l ly  contro l led the state government and 
the publ ic school system .  Tamu ra exp la ins  these ori g i ns :  between the 
wars pub l ic  school  teach ing was one of very few p rofess ions open to the 
N i se i ,  so they often became teachers rather than p rofess iona ls  in other 
f ie lds .  But the N ise i  generation succeeded f ina l ly  because of World War 
I I .  Tamura devotes a sma l l  genera l  parag raph to post- 1 940 deve lop
ments on page 237 .  Whi le  I rea l i ze Tamura's study concentrates on the 
1 920-40 period, it wou ld g ive readers a necessary perspective on the 
resu lts of this  generationa l  strugg le  i f  they understood just how success
ful and powe rfu l the N ise i  in Hawa i i  later became. 

Tamura's scholar ly apparatus is carefu l ly i n  p lace. I ncl uded in 
the appendix is a tab le of " F i rsts among Japanese Americans i n  Hawai i , "  
comp rehensive notes t o  chapters ,  an extens ive bibl iog raphy, and an 
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i ndex. M issing from the bibliography is one book that should probably be 
cited and that includes oral history material from prominent Nisei, Okage 
Sarna De: The Japanese in Hawaiiby Dorothy Hazama and Jane Komeij i 
(Honolulu: Bess Press, 1 984) . All i n  all , Americanization, A cculturation, 
and Ethnic Identity is an excellent and focused contribution to the study 
of Japanese Americans and is a reminder that this stereotyped "model 
mi nority" suffered decades of racial discr im ination without much com
plaint and persevered quiet ly (Governor George Ariyoshi 's campaign 
motto i n  the 1 970s was "quiet but effective") ,  steadily, and surely in  
Hawai i  to achieve a remarkable publ ic dominance by the second half of 
the twentieth century. 

Ann  Rayson 
U niversity of Hawai i  

Jesus Salvador Trevino.  The Fabulous Sinkhole and Other Stories. 

(Houston ,  TX: Arte Publ ico Press, 1 995) 1 76 pp . ,  $9.95 paper. 

This collection is aptly t itled , for it is fabulous and a pure del ight 
to read. F i lm directo r and writer Jesus Salvador Trevino is a worthy 
successor to such Chicano lumi naries as Mario Suarez and Rolando 
H i nojosa with his creation of m icrocosm of a Mexican American commu
n ity-Arroyo Grande, Texas. H is blendi ng of the real with the mag ical and 
the surreal along with a whi msical tone also l inks him to Ron Arias. The 
tit le story g ives the reader an i ntroduction to the collection of six i n terre
lated tales since main characters in al l the stories are observers of the 
s i nkhole, and all the objects that f loat to the surface provide catalysts for 
p lots i n  others. 

The Fabulous Sinkhole is playful and full of wonderfully qui rky 
characters, i ncluding Chicano authors who show up to marvel at the 
increasing ly large hole. Members of the crowd take away thi ngs that f loat 
to the surface that are peculiar ly useful to them. For example, a twelve
year-o ld aspiri ng  writer f ishes out a 1 965 model Sm ith-Corona typewriter , 
wh ich provides a frame for the story "An U nusual Malady. "  The reporter 
who is sent to cover the event retrieves a founta in  pen , and he and his pen 
show up many years later in Arizona in the final story, "The Great Pyramid 
of Aztlan . "  The most unusual item is a 1 949 Chevrolet Fleet l i ne which 
appears in the tale t itled "Attack of the Lowrider Zombies , "  a splendidly 
imag i native piece in which Lati no c i nema stereotypes arise from the dead 
and p roceed to murder the movie executives who have been dehuman
ized them for decades. "Last Night of the Mariachi"  provides a l i nk to the 
past as it shows changes in the cultural tastes in Arroyo Grande.  Juan 
Alan iz ,  who takes a silver dollar from the si nkhole is a musician who has 
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p layed trad it ional mus ic at a local bar for thirty-two years.  He and h is 
conjunto are fired i n  favor of more contemporary , younger mus ic ians .  
Dur ing  the group's  last performance, a l l  the ghosts o f  the great Mexican 
mus ic ians and s i ngers show up to pay tribute.  The tale ends as Juan puts 
the s i l ver dol lar in the t i p  f ishbowl for the new music ians .  

Trev ino's work starts off gent ly with a warm p icture of qua int 
characters i n  a Chicano commun ity , but dur ing  the course of the col l ec
t ion revs up to the poi nt of ful l  b lown soc ia l  satire when he reaches "The 
Great Pyramid of Azt lan . "  This  del ig htfu l ly funny story is about a pyramid  
scheme,  l itera l ly  and f igurat ive ly ,  as a group of Chicanos seek  federal 
fund i ng  to construct a monument to their heritage in the Arizona desert .  
So many pol i t ic ians ,  government fund i ng  agencies , phi lanthropic groups ,  
and even fore ign  governments latch on to the seeming ly  i n nocuous a n d  
soc ia l ly  b land enterpr ise that i t  w inds u p  creat ing  a worldwide sensation , 
caus i ng  i nternat ional  focus on the Mexican-Americans :  "Before the 
piramide, no one knew who or what Chicanos were . Now, we have twenty 
reps i n  congress and a ha lf-dozen senators . "  The tale and the collect ion 
end on a note of opt im ism as the pyramid 's  creator, aptly name Zapata, 
muses that the pyramid  "has shown what we can do with our own 
i n st itutions .  I t 's a l lowed us to get somep lace we hadn' t  been before . "  

The Fabulous Sinkhole ranges from the quai nt ,  humorous , and 
gent le ,  to  the fantast ic ,  satir ical, and iron ic .  I t  is  a r ich , wel l -written ,  and 
bri l l iant ly conceived v iew of a m icrocos m of Chicano life i n  the l ate 
twenti eth century. 

Carl R .  Shir ley 
Un ivers iy of South Carol i na 

Wi l l iam H .  Tucker.  The Science and Politics of Racial Research. 

(U rbana and Chicago:  U n ivers ity of I l l i nois Press, 1 994). 

S ince there is  usua l ly a two year period of t ime that e lapses 
between the acceptance of a manuscr ipt by a univers i ty press and i ts 
pub l icat ion , we must commend Wil l iam H. Tucker, who is an associate 
professor of psychology at Rutgers Un ivers ity, in h is ant ic i pation of 
contemporary controvers ies i n  reference to the relat ive abi l it ies of races. 
Tucker argues that there is cont inuity in the thought of rac ists , which over 
the past two centur ies i nclude anthropometr ic ians ,  eugen ic ists , and 
segregation ists . "The impr imatur of sc ience , "  Tucker argues cogent ly ,  
" has been offered to justify, f i rst s lavery and,  later, segregation , nativ i sm ,  
soc io-pol i t ical i nequal ity, c lass  subord i nation , poverty , and the general 
fut i l ity of soc ia l  and economic reform . "  For Tucker, the attempt to 
demonstrate that one race i s  genet ically "less in tell igent than others has 
been scient if ica l ly  value less and soc ially harmful . "  Scientif ic research 
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i nto rac ia l  d i fferences has,  i n  essence, resulted i n  the  " l eg it i mat ion "  of 
rac ist ideo logy.  Neverthe less ,  Tucker i s  not pess im ist ic  about wi nn i ng  the 
batt le with rac ists .  "America's democrat ic po l i t ical  trad i t ion s , "  he  writes, 
" have preva i led ,  and today un iversal suffrage ,  equal r ig hts under law, and 
the guarantee of other civ i l  l i bert ies to al l  c it izens are no longer up for 
debate ; where demonstrab le i nfr ingement has occurred ,  there is gener
a l ly  outrage and prompt redress . "  

Desp ite m y  fundamental agreement with most o f  Tucker's argu
me nts and my be l ief that he has told the truth ,  I do not th i n k  he has to ld 
the whole truth .  By focus i ng  most of h i s  attent ion o n  rac ists ,  Tucker has 
virtua l ly  i gnored that ant irac ist d iscourse ,  which began with the poet 
Ph i l l i s  Wheat ly duri ng  the period of the American Revolut io n ,  man ifested 
itself in the abo l i t ion ist crusade-due primar i ly  to the percept ib le i nflu
ence of Afr ican Americans such as Fredrick Doug lass and James 
McCune Smith-permeated the socia l  sc iences after 1 920s because of 
the domi neeri ng  presence of the German-Jewish imm igrant and father of 
modern American anthropology,  Franz Uri Boas,  and reached the peak 
of its i nfluence in the passage of the 1 964 C iv i l  R i g hts Act and the 1 965 
Vot ing  R ights Act . By g iv ing  attent ion to th i s  trad i t ion of colorb l i nd  
egal itarian ism ,  Tucker would have come to  gr ips with why  the rac ist 
trad i t ion unt i l recent t imes i n  the U n ited States has been proact ive ,  rather 
than react ive.  Put another way, the parameters of the d iscourse on the 
purported re lat ive ab i l i t ies of the so-called races of mankind have 
trad i t iona l ly  been framed by racists .  

I t  should a lso be noted that the f irst four chapters of this  book is  
mere ly cover ground that has been treated i n  greater depth i n  o lder 
h i storical works . Neverthe less ,  Tucker's real contri but ion  i s  h i s  defi n it ive 
refutat ion of Jensen i sm ,  h i s  call for the necess ity of regulat i ng  rac ia l  
sc ience,  and h i s  demonstrat ion  that the attempt to prove the i nnate 
i nte l lectual i nferiority of some groups " i s  probably sC ient if ical l y  ch i merical 
and certai nly lends itself to soc ia l ly  pern ic ious ends . "  

I n  short,  t h i s  book  deserves t he  close attent ion o f  all scholars and 
laymen interested i n  a study i n  the exercise of fut i l ity which mars the study 
of race . 

Vernon J .  W i l l iams ,  Jr .  
Purdue Un ivers ity 

Laura U ba. Asian Americans: Personality Patterns, Identity, and 

Mental Health. (NY:  The G u i lford Press, 1 994) 302 pp. ,  $33 .95.  

When look i ng  at issues of ethn ic ity and menta l  heal th we are 
constant ly rem i nded that there i s ,  at present,  no un if ied parad i g m  to guide 
e ither the pract it ioner or the research scholar . What we do know is that 
the human organ ism i s  a soc ia l ly  constructed be i ng .  We a lso know that 
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there are species-specif ic human needs that p lay out i n  the format ion of 
mental we l l  be ing ;  there does exist a common denominator, if you w i l l ,  of 
opt i mum condit ions and relat iona l  s ituat ions that underly a l l  human 
deve lopment .  Mental  health i s  an arena where the un iversa l ity of human 
needs meets the specif ic ity or re lat iv ity of cultural ways and experiences . 
Hence ,  mental health becomes an arena i n  wh ich the organ ic real i t ies of 
soc ia l  structures l i ke rac ism,  sexi sm ,  etc . ,  reveal themselves. Unfortu 
nate ly ,  too  many p refer to operate as i f  the ir pract ice and services d id  not 
in fact i nte rface with the rea l i t ies of onerous and destruct ive soc ia l  
structures ( i e . ,  i gnori ng rac ism and sexism and enforced poverty and a l l  
the  other b iases that drive the American way is  st i l l  the preferred den ia l  
system of far too many i ndividua ls who create and adm in i ster mental  
hea l th services) . In Asian Americans, Laura Uba g ives us a masterful 
overv iew of phsycho log ical  research on As ian Americans and d ispe l  I s  
any no t i on  that contemporary mental hea l th  theory and  pract ice has  
come anywhere near address i ng  the  needs of th i s  part icular populat i on .  
H er work i s  a l l  the more powerful because she  does no t  lecture , she  
presents . And her  presentat ion  carr ies i mpact because of her compre
hens ive approach to the l iterature and her c lear and authoratat ive sty le  
of writ i n g .  

A lways ho ldi ng  t o  her central thes is  that human behavior and 
persona l ity patterns must be ana lyzed wit h i n  the socia l  and cultural 
context in wh ich they take p lace,  U ba i ntroduces her audience to the 
diversity and un ique h istor ical exper iences of each of the groups that are 
common ly  lumped under the category As ian American .  She frequent ly 
qual i f ies her own work by rem ind ing  us that th is divers ity defies summary. 
I n  her review of the research that has occurred, she  cal ls  our attent ion to 
the pauc ity of the app l icat ion of good theoret ica l  models  to the study of 
As ian American mental health .  

Uba is  a t  her strongest when she  i ntegrates discuss ions of 
rac i sm i nto her work. By not i ng  d iscrepancies in accepted research 
pract ices such as the frequent use of Euro-Americans as the control 
group ,  thereby ano int ing that group as the norm , Uba provides a cri t ique 
that i s  usefu l to a l l  scholars and consumers of eth n ic research o n  As ian 
Amer icans ,  such as the preference for  the use of trai t  theory ove r 
psychoanalyt ic  or cog n it ive behav ior theory. Uba a lso g ives i ns ight i nto 
how the very processes of research can operate as tools to obfuscate 
socia l  i nj ust ice , l i ke rac ism.  It is  in these areas that her work makes a 
general and cr it ica l contr ibut ion to the l iterature i n  eth n ic  studies . 

Wh i le  most of the research is summarized i n  narrat ive form, the 
few tables prov ided are part icularly i nformat ive ,  espec ia l ly  i n  demonstrat
i ng  the need to recogn ize the wide divers ity that const itutes the category 
Asian American .  Uba does g ive herse l f  the l iberty of frequent i nterpreta
t ion that a l l ows her to be more than a chro n ic le  of f i ndi ngs .  Her theoret ical 
offer ings are i ns ightfu l  and enr ich our understandi ng of the importance of 
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always maintaining a dialectical view of empir ical findings .  
Uba's writ ing is  frequently marked b y  disclai mers that rem ind us 

of the i nadequacies of the present level of research. While at t imes thi s  
prol iferation of  discla i mers may frustrate the reader by emphas iz ing  what 
we don't know, Uba balances her crit ique with r ich identif ication of 
quest ions that broaden our v iew and are excellent guides for further 
research. What we rece ive is  a valuable and comprehens ive review of the 
research and graduate students meaningful to all scholars in the field of 
eth n ic studies .  

While the book i s  also informative to those practit ioners in the 
f ie ld who are de l ivering direct services to As ian American clients , it is not 
an indepth treat ise on personality patterns or identity, as the t it le may 
imp ly .  It i s ,  rather, a concise reminder that personali ty and ident i ty are co
created aspects of human beings and are inseparable from the socia l  
real it ies in which we grow and l ive . Uba's discuss ions of predictors of 
mental  health, cultural patterns in the perception of mental health 
processes , and culturally influenced styles of communication stimulate 
our general awareness and point to the constant need to see ourselves 
as no more or less than the culture that tra ined us . As such ,  I would 
recommend this  book to practit ioners who are attempting to broaden the ir  
ab i l ity to offer culturally and ethnically sens it ive treatment .  

Throughout her work Uba rem inds us that scientif ic research is  
a cont inually evolving process of  d iscovery; and it i s  not an  activity 
destined to end with the achievement of some li st of ult imate truths .  She 
a lso rem inds us that the very activity of  science can be used to generate 
systems of "knowledge" that are then used to justify the status quo and 
further the existence of oppress ion. This  has always been acutely true i n  
t h e  f ie ld of psychology, and remains s o  today a s  w e  once again see wide 
media attention g iven to the publication of the latest resurrection of the 
be l l  curve theory of inte l l i gence .  Because of a l l  of these reasons ,  Uba's 
work is  a t imely contri bution to the f ield of mental health and As ian 
Americans , and a valuab le voice in the general advancement of ethn ic  
consciousness in American culture . 

L i nda Gonzalves 
H ighland Park, New Jersey 

Tu Wei-m ing ,  ed. The Living Tree: The Changing Meaning of Being 

Chinese Today. (Stanford , CA : Stanford U n ivers ity Press, 1 994) 295 

pages , $1 4 .95 .  

This  book evolved from the spring , 1 99 1  spec ia l  i ssue of 
"Daedalus , the Proceedi ngs of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences " .  Tu Wei -m ing presents a collection of perspectives of the 
Ch inese identity . These essays stand alone wel l ,  some are more relevant 
and better written than others (as w i l l  be addressed in this review) , but 
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they col lectively fai l  to provide a coherent un ified i nterpretation . The chapter 
top ics are somewhat related but the cont inu ity among them is weak (wh ich 
should not be i nterpreted as a shortcoming of the i ndividual  chapter 
authors) .  

Tu Wei -m ing ,  editor of  the book, opens wi th  an essay offer i ng  
thought-provokin g  premises regard ing the mean i ng  o f  be ing  C h i nese.  
He conc l udes that the mean ing  of be ing  Ch i nese is  less of a pol i t ica l  
or ientat ion and more of a h u man orientat ion comprised of eth ica l 
re l i g ious aspects . Th is  v iew i s  i nd irect ly re iterated i n  other chapters . 

"The I n ner World of 1 830 , "  by Mark E lv i n ,  wh i l e  i nterest i ng  
readi n g ,  i s  h i g h ly  specu lat ive and  shou ld be acknowledged as  such .  
E l v i n  draws conc lus ions about Ch i nese identity i n  1 830 and  seeks to 
con nect these conc lus ions with present day Ch i na.  H is  essay is grounded 
i n  the ass umpt ion that h is specu lat ive conclus ions are accurate .  

The move to the next chapter by Vera Schwarcz (dea l i ng  with 
h istory , memory ,  and cu l tural ident i ty i n  twent ieth century C h i na) exem
p l if ies the weak trans it ions among chapters . Her discuss ion of  the May, 
1 9 1 9  and May, 1 989 protests is  i ntu itive as is  her fi ndi ng  "wa l l s  of the m ind 
are far more entrenched, far more dangerous than those ris i ng  out of the 
soi l " .  

Ambrose Yeo-ch i  K i n g  does a f i n e  job of descri b i ng  a n d  ass i gn 
i n g  i mportance to  mien-tzu (face) ,  j en-ch 'ing ( human ob l i gat ion) and 
kuan-hsi (persona l  re lat ionsh ip) . Again ,  the trans i t ion from the previous 
chapter i s  weak, but th is essay g ives concise descript ions of these 
phenomena and establ ishes the ir  re levance soc iolog ically. 

L .  L ing-ch i  Wang presents a c lear i nterpretation of the chang ing 
ident ity of  Ch inese i n  the Un ited States. This chapter does the best job of 
address ing  the s ituation for Ch inese when they are among non-Ch i nese. I t  
stands wel l  by itself . Wang estab l ishes five types of identit ies that have 
evolved among the Chi nese diaspora and proceeds to substantiate these 
identit ies . 

V ictor H ao Li shares personal exper iences of be i ng a sojourner 
in " From Qiao To Qiao" . I t  is short (eight pages) but g ives an i nt imate 
i nterpretat ion of his return vis its to China, whi le spending most of his years 
in the U .S .  This chapter does the best job of relating  the ethnic experience. 
I t  lacks external  substantiation but, as a personal remembrance, i t is  not 
expected to be extensively footnoted. It is the story of one person and his 
experiences . 

I n  other areas , the footnotes (345 i n  the ent ire book) are more 
than adeq uate i n  p lac ing  v iews of the authors with i n  the context of the 
l i terature . The f ifteen page g lossary of terms (pinyun spe ll i ng  and 
characters) i s  especia l ly  helpfu l .  The subject/name i ndex and contri but
ing author descript ions are benefic ia l .  

The eleven chapters of  this  book convey eleven distinct perspec
t ives of the C h i nese eth n ic  experience but a u n if ied voice is not estab
l ished by joi n i n g  these i ndiv idual essays together as a book. 
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Darre l l  Y. Yamamoto. Monitored Peril. (M inneapo l is :  Un ivers ity of 

M i nnesota Press, 1 994) 293 pp.  J im  Schne l l  
Oh io Domi n ican Col lege 

Televis ion has been one of the most i nfluent ia l  media i n  con 
struct i ng  the racia l ized soc ia l  i mage of As ian Americans .  Through me
t iculous examinations of roles and stor ies g iven to Asian Americans in 
te levis ion and combined with careful analysis of pol it ical  and socia l  
events, the author successfu l ly  reconstructs a comprehens ive h istory of 
Asian Americans i n  the enterta i nment world over the period of the past 
f ive decades.  In fact , th is  book merits more than a mere media study of 
Asian Americans for its de l ivery of a cr i t ical v iew of h istorical relat ionsh ips 
of the Un ited States with As ia wh ich are respons ib le  for creat ing  cont i nu
ously popular and distorted images of As ians .  

There are seven chapters under the i llustrative headi ngs White 
Christian Nation, Asians in the American West, War Against Japanese 
America, Asian Americans and U. S. Empire, Southeast Asian America, 
Contemporary Asian America, and Counter programming. They superb ly 
chron ic le the precarious formation and maintenance of As ian American 
commun it ies throug h the eyes of te levis ion. Early portrayals of Asian 
Americans were c losely related to the ir  men ial occupat ions which p laced 
them in total subordinat ion to the ir wh ite superiors and wh ich has become 
to some degree a permanent f ixture of the ir TV representat ions even up 
unt i l  today. The strength of As ian settlers and the ir contr ibutions to the 
economy of the West by C h i nes ra ilroad laborers or Japanese farmers 
were i gnored in popular characterizat ion of As ians as doc i le  and inart icu
late be ings in western me lodramas such as Bonanza and Gunsmoke. 

Precipitated by i ntense host i l ity aga inst the Japanese at the 
outbreak of the Pacif ic War, 1 1 0.000 Americans of Japanese ancestry 
were removed from the West coast defense zones to ten i n land i ntern
ment camps . Th is  sensat ional event ,  however , was not told to the pub l i c  
i n  te levis ion programs. Not a l l  o f  the Japanese Americans went to  the  
camps quietly i n  submiss ion to  the Executive Order. Some Japanese 
Americans dist inguished themselves with courageous acts of demandi ng 
const itut ional r ig hts or by lead ing  mass protests by the i nternees , but 
commerc ia l  te levis ion was not i nterested i n  maki ng  heroes out of the non
stereotypical As ians .  

Dur ing the cold war period, te lev is ion undertook a miss ion of  ant i 
commun ism propaganda for wh ich stories of As ian orphans became the 
most exploited subjects to condemn com mun ist evi l  and just ify American 
i nvolvement in warfare in Asia. The American defeat in the V ietnam War 
led to the prolif ic production of m i l itary melodramas wh ich euphemized 
essential ly the colon ia l  war in the  Southeast As ia i nto a sad American 
tragedy . In the absence of nat ional pride to celebrate the war i ndividual 
bravery and heroism on battlef ields were romant ic ized, creat ing a gen
erat ion of  new heroes person if ied by Sylvester Stallone ,  Chuck Norr is ,  
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and the l i ke ,  whereas the V ietnamese perspective of war was pecu l i ar ly 
s i l enced . 

It was on ly i n  documentaries and ta l k  shows that As ians were 
treated fa ir ly and the ir  problems g iven a serious look. The steady f low of 
As ian imm igrants s i nce 1 965 is bu i l d i ng  up v is ib le  comm u n it ies .  These 
new As ians who are spread ing  i nto enc laves of other eth n ic m inorit ies are 
caus ing  i nterrac ia l  host i l i ty much to the gu i lt re l ief for wh ite l i bera ls  to 
know that rac ism is un iversal  under appropriate socia l  cond it ions .  On the 
other hand , As ians as strong economic competitors have a lso renewed 
the hatred and resentment of white supremacists . In commerc ia l  te levi 
s ion , however, As ian Americans are st i l l  excl uded from shar i n g  t ime as 
wel l as p lay ing parts of true se lf without Euro-American distort ion . In the 
brief but i l l u m i nat i ng  ep i logue ,  the author makes three suggest ions of 
chan g i ng  the s i tuat ion by i ncreas ing  pub l ic-supported i ndependent f i lm
makers , fac i l itat i ng  the i r  access to  commerc ia l  media i n st i tut ions ,  and 
accelerat i ng  legal-pol i t ica l  cha l l enges to d iscri m inatory emp loyment of 
As ian profess ional  writers i n  the televis ion i ndustry . 

Kum iko Takahara 
Un ivers ity of Colorado 

Paul  G .  Zolbrod. Reading the Voice: Native American Oral Poetry on 

the Page. (Salt Lake City :  U n iversity of Utah Press, 1 995) 1 46 pp. ,  
$25.00 c loth . 

Pau l  Zolbrod is known we l l  by scholars of Native American 
studies for h is work on the Navajo and for h is  comm itment to the 
understandi ng  of  Native l iterature . I n  th is  book he takes bo ld steps to 
redef ine much of what scholars have taken for granted about crit ic i s m  and 
defi n it ion of the wri t i ngs and performance l iterature of Nat ive peop les .  He 
is  to be both commended for h is approach and quest ioned. 

In cha l l eng i ng  the language of contemporary western l i terary 
crit ic i sm ,  Zol brod must use the language that already exists ,  and here i n  
l i es t he  confus ion . Poetry , song ,  l iterature , sacred texts , performance
al l  are i ncomplete i n  and of themselves to descr ibe the body of mater ia l  
Zol brod examines .  He beg ins  by stat i ng ,  "Th is is  a book about poetry" 
(vi i ) ; however , the defi n it ion of poetry Zol brod uses is  his own .  I n  the f irst 
chapter, he states ,  " tradit iona l  Native American mater ia l  is not l i terature 
str ict ly speaki n g . "  These two statements form the crux of h i s  arg ument ;  
and the book seeks to exp la in  h i s  mean ing and to expl icate h is new 
defi n it ion of poet ry : " I 'd defi ne poetry as that art form whose pr imary 
medi um is lang uage,  whether written or spoken (or sung ) ;  whether 
recorded i n  pr in t ,  on v ideo or aud io tape, or whether packaged i n  the 
human memory accordi ng  to various mnemon ic techn iques" (7) .  For 
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Zolbrod, the term "poetry" has rep laced the more common term " l i tera
ture. " Drawing on Geertz, Luchert, and Derrida, and i nf luenced by 
Tedlock and Rothenberg , Zolbrod argues the value of Nat ive materials 
with examples from his long-standin g  work with Navajo tradit ions as wel l  
as examples from the Iroquois. The story of creation , a ceremon ial  prayer 
of thanks , the story of the formation of the I roquois confederacy, and the 
condolence ritual al l serve to model Zolbrod's central thesis concern i n g  
defi n it ion of these works a s  poetry. 

Although this book chal lenges assumptions about l iterature, and 
about Native l iterature in part icular ,  it is less convinci ng  than it m ight be 
because Zolbrod rel ies so heavi ly on comparisons with Ang lo American 
and European writers. He appears to be stil l  tentative about his conclu
sions and adm its that i n  h is  com ments about the lyricism of some of the 
translated work there is real ly no way to know if the translations mirror the 
cadence or qual i ty of voice of the orig i na l . 

I n  the end, Zolbrod seeks "a system that promises i n it ia l  s i m p l ic
ity in formulat ing dist i nct ions and perm its comparison and contrast as 
objectively as possib le" ( 1 2 1 ) .  He is  accurate in stat ing  that many readers 
and l isteners do not understand the relationships between oral ity and the 
written word, and he provides a structural parad igm in which the dramatic 
and narrative i ntersect with the lyrical and col loquial . The book i ncludes 
a he lpful g lossary as wel l  as a substant ial  b i b l iography that p rovide both 
a context for the discussion and a clear understandi ng of Zolbrod's use 
of language and defi n it ion . 

H is  argument, f ina l ly ,  is for a recogn it ion of the value of the oral 
materials that have either been ignored or categorized as "other" i n  
demean ing ways. It remai ns  for others t o  app ly his theoret ical construct 
to addit ional examples. 

Gretchen M .  Batai l l e  
U n iversi ty o f  Cal i forn ia, Santa Barbara 
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