
them to be a r ich repository of socia l  history. One can on ly  applaud 
i nstructors who make a pract ice of  ask i ng students to write l ife 
histories. 

A fi na l  word sho u l d  be said con cer n i ng Wooden's concl usions 
which a re both convi nc ing  a n d  d evo id  of an  overabundance of socia l  
science jargon .  They seem consistent with the i nformal  i m pressions 
that one gets from hav ing  l ived in H awa i i .  Whi le  one m i ght qu i bb le  
about an  i nadequate b ib l iography and  som e  rather g lari n g  gra m m at
ical  errors, this book must be l auded for i n creas in g  our  u nderstan d i n g  
o f  a c u lture i n  transit ion attem pt i n g  t o  mai ntai n its own form of 
"nat ional ism" agai nst considerabl.e pressu re. 

-Wayne Patterson 
Sa i nt Norbert Col l ege 

Ran d a l l  Ben n ett Woods. A Black Odyssey: John Lewis Waller and the 
Promise of American Life, 1878-1 900. (lawrence, KS : Regents Press of 
Kansas, 1981) xvi i i, 254 p p., $20.00. 

This book, whose author is a n  associate professor at the U n iversity 
of Arkansas, is  a n  i mportant contr i but ion to Afro-American and 
d i p lomatic history. I ts su bject was, as  the author notes, a "secon d  
echelon member o f  the nat ional  Negro leadership" a t  the t u r n  o f  the 
n i n eteenth century .  Matu re biographies of such f igu res are few but 
are vital  if the contou rs of black history a re to be fi l l ed .  

Sou rces for  such biographies a re"scattered and  i ncom plete, but  the 
b i b l iography test ifies to long d igg ing  i n  m a nuscri pt col lections. The 
exam i n at ion of secondary works was less complete; notable is the 
a l most com plete a bsence of the writ i ngs of W.E .B .  Du Bois and  a few 
others. On the whole, however, Wal ler  is p laced convinc ingly withi n 
his m i l ieu .  

Wal le r, born  a s lave i n  M issour i  (pro ba bly  i n  1851) forged a 
remarkable career as barber, l awyer, ed itor, pol it ic ian, U .S. Consu l to 
Madagascar and , fi na l ly, a captai n  in an a l l-black reg iment i n  the 
Span ish-A mer ican  War .  H is act ive l i fe was spent i n  I owa a n d, 
especia l ly, i n  the Kansas of the Exodus  period .  I n  the l atter state, 
hav ing sign if ica nt i nf luence u po n  a n  i mporta nt black e lectorate, he 
hel d  those pol i t ica l  offices then poss ib le  to a b lack m a n  and  fi na l ly, 
u nder Benja m i n  Harrison, was awarded the post of Cons u l  i n  
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Madagascar. There he performed his duties wel l  and undertook, also, 
to accumulate a large estate upon which he hoped to realize his 
dream of a successful all-black commercial enterprise, devoid of racist 
insult. 

The latter effort was thwarted because France began the conquest 
of Madagascar at this precise period in the 1890s. The story is a 
complex one, well told in this book. Its conclusion was Wal ler's arrest 
as a "spy," Washington's early energetic protests to Paris and then, 
following the completion of the French conquest, Waller's release, 
obtained after ten months of jail and the loss of eighty pounds, only 
because President Cleveland agreed to that conquest and falsely 
attributed malfeasance and worse to Waller. 

After the brief service in Cuba, Wal ler's last seven years (he died in 
Yonkers, N. Y. in 1907) seem quite obscure; the author gives them less 
than a page. 

New information on blacks in Iowa and Kansas in the post-Civil War 
generation is offered. In particular there is exciting evidence of some 
black-white unity and notable black militancy, as in the threat of 
organized force to prevent lynchings in 1872 and 1879. 

The author feels the alternatives open to black people have been 
two: integration or separation. There is a third-radical transformation 
of a racist society into a fully egalitarian one. He describes Booker T. 
Washington as "an outspoken anti imperialist" which is certainly 
erroneous. But he presents the black community as supportive of U.S. 
expansionism in the 1890s; part of it was, but another part was quite 
hostile to such activity. 

All those interested in post-Civil War history will find a reading of 
this book definitely worthwhile. 
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