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rial; others, on the other  hand ,  seem to be more i nterested in the 
general e migrat ion and m igration patterns of the group they h ave 
chosen to write about .  This  is part icularly true of the int roduction 
and conclusion sect ions which tend to parrot the obvious.  They state 
that people came to America for economic,  rel igious, and/or socia l  
reasons i n  search of some of the  vast amount o f  easi ly avai lable 
inexpensive land. They a lso state that some did not stay long and that 
there h ave been various degrees of ass i m i lat ion.  In m y  opinion,  these 
are j udgements that a re so obvious as to be banal .  

Another  s l ight ly  a n n oying m atter is that-in opposit ion to 
most  technica l  writ ing pract i ce-new i nformation a ppears i n  the 
Conclusion section i n  some of the  chapters. 

On the other h a n d, it i s  pleasant in these days of abstractness 
to find  a book with a c le ar-cut and visual  thesis . Most of those peoples 
who came to Amer ic a  brought with them some ideas of what housing 
should be.  Throughout  their  var ious degrees of separateness and 
ass imilat ion to the domi na n t  culture, they tended to recreate dwel l ­
ings both for people and for  busin ess purposes with various degrees 
of s imi l ar i ty to those of  the i r  former homeland.  

This  concreteness should be refreshing i n  courses that  deal 
with a broad spectrum of ethnic i ties and,  of course, i t  would be 
i n terest ing for i ndividual  ethn i c  scholars to see what, i f  anything,  the 
book has  to say about the i r  own group.  

Ph i l l ips G .  Davies 
Iowa State Un iversity 

Susan Olzak. The Dynamics of Ethnic Competition and Conflict. 
(Stanford: Stanford U niversity Press, 1 992) 2 7 1  pp., $ 3 2 . 50. 

Susan Olzak's work, The DYllamics of Ethl l ic Competi tiol 1  alia 
Conflict, i s  i n formative a n d  contr ibutes to an understanding of ethnic  
violence from a n  h istorica l  perspective. The central  find ing is  that  
ethnic/racial  confl ict a rises f rom a n  i ncrease i n  intergroup competi­
tion for social resources .  Explor ing economic and polit ical  competi­
t ion i n  the U n i ted States from 1 87 7  to 1 9 1 4, Olzak concludes that 
violence is  most apt to occur when members of a disadvantaged 
eth n i c/racia l  group experience greater equal i ty of opportunity .  This  
new envi ronment  creates a s i tuat ion w hereby members of a formerly 
segregated grou p  becom e  r ivals  for social awards. An envi ronment  
which contain s  severa l  d i sadvantaged groups compet ing for re­
wards-a situat ion which existed i n  the period under i nvestigat ion 
through a combinat ion of  rac ia l  m igration from the south and 
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European immigration-leads to attacks on groups least able to 
defend themselves .  Thus,  the " . . . . .  breakdown of racia l ly and ethni­
cal ly ordered system s unleash forces of competit ive exclusion against 
the least powerful targets in  the system "  (224 ) .  Olzak suggests this  
situation occured with African Americans as  European groups achieved 
social  mobi l i ty. 

The potent ia l  audience for this  work l ies  at the graduate level .  
The early chapters supply a detai led review of the l i terature, propo­
sit ions,  and arguments .  The methodolgy ut i l ized in  the study and the 
subject matter di scussed make the book appropriate reading  in  most 
advaced sociology courses.  The study uses data col l ected at three 
levels :  countrywide imm igration and economic indicators, occupa­
tional segregation in seventy-seven cit ies ,  and the growth of ethn ic/ 
raci a l  group organ izat ions . 

Notwi thstanding these strengths ,  there are weaknesses. The 
book is at ti mes extreme in stat ing over and over again its  proposi­
tions and arguments .  This gives the reader an impression that the 
book is a col lection of conference papers bound together  with weak 
transit ions.  This view is reinforced by a change in  pronouns ( " I "  to 
"we"  back to " 1 " ) as the chapters progress .  In any revis ion,  the author 
may choose to correct this problem th rough e l iminat ing any refer­
ence to self .  

While the author goes to great lengths defin ing  most con­
cepts, indeed, a strength of the work in general ,  she shows l i tt le 
consistency in  her appl ication of the term " state, " a polit ical  entity, 
i . e . ,  a country . 

Overal l ,  the work i s  valuable .  The theoretical framework it 
contributes offers the student of ethnic r ival ries an understanding of 
intergroup tensions in  the Un ited States at the turn of the  century and 
might be used to explore confl icts among nat ional it ies in the former 
states of Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union .  

David L. Hood 
Eastern Montan a  U niversity 

Genaro M. Padi l la .  My History, Not Yours: The Forma tion of 
Mexican American A u tobiography. (Madison: University of Wis­
consin Press, 1 993) x iv, 280 pp.  

Genaro Padi l l a  and Un iversity of Wiscons i n  Press should be 
commended for the publ i cat ion of a m uch needed addit ion to the 
study of American autobiography, in  genera l ,  and ethnic  autobiogra­
phy, in particul ar .  Early Mexican American autobiographies remain 
l argely ignored and forgotten .  The i mportance of these autobiogra-
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