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Carl Gutierrez-Jones. Rethinking the Borderlands: Between Chicano 

Culture and Legal Discourse . (Berkeley :  Un ivers ity of Cal ifornia 

Press, 1 995) x i ,  21 9 pp. ,  $40.00 c loth,  $ 1 5 .00 paper.  

In  th is  amb it ious book, Car l  Gutierrez-Jones musters ideas from 
Critical Race Studies, Critical Legal Studies, and l itera ry scholarsh i p  to 
exp l icate the re lationsh ip  between Chicanos and the law. Contrary to the 
notion that American jur isprudence is  a neutral, value-free i nstitution , the 
author argues that, as Ch icano and especial ly Chicana a rtists have 
dep icted ,  the lega l  system's emphas is  on i n d ividual respons ib i l ity i gnores 
the economic and socia l  m i l ieu entang l i ng  Chicanos . The broad scholar
sh ip ,  i nc is ive analys i s ,  and careful reason i n g  make thi s  book a valuab le 
contr i bution to our understand ing  of the Ch icano exper ience.  

For example ,  the author notes how Luis  Valdez's f i l m  Zoot Suit 
exposes the ant i -Ch icano bent of Amer ican justice by dep icti ng  the 
prejud ic ia l  tactics used by the judge aga inst the Pachuco defendants i n  
the S leepy Lagoon murder case of 1 942,  which l e d  to the Servicemen/ 
Zoot Suit r iots i n  Los Ange les .  Although such counter-hegemonic crit i 
c ism i s  noth i ng  new, Gutierrez-Jones's wil l i ngness and ab il ity to probe 
more deeply in this i nstance-as in others-add rare subtlety to our 
understand ing  of American soc ia l  i nstitut ions v is-a.-v is Chicanos . He 
exp la ins  that Valdez's bracket ing of the i mplic i t  guilt of the protagon ist's 
brother effect ive ly renders the issue of i nnocence or guilt irre levant. 
Accord ing  to Gutierrez-Jones ,  Valdez i mp l icates the socioeconomic 
system ,  which the law protects and perpetuates , rather than a Chicano 
defendant who may have been guilty accord i ng  to American law. Valdez 
thus val idates a "Ch icano com munity perspective " (45) which res ists the 
court's  scapegoati ng  p loy enabled by the law's rhetor ical  emphas is  on the 
i nd ividua l .  The author argues that Valdez's strategy exemp l i f ies Ch icano 
artists' resistance to the domi nant legal d iscourse by question i ng  the 
myth of d i s i nterest underly ing American law. 

After discuss ing  the res istance in male Chicano art, Gutierrez
Jones then crit iques it. I n  h is most dari ng  chapter, he turns to Ch icana 
writ i ng  to expose the mascu l i n i st orientat ion of Chicano res istance and 
criti c i sm .  Carefully placed i n  the context of the "specif ic Mexicano 
iconography of rape and the pol it ics of shame it mob il i zes " ( 1 09) , the 
author's argument traces subtle parallels between Ch icana writers' 
exposes of rape and the American legal system's  treatment of Ch icanos . 
I n  both s i tuations ,  he provocatively argues ,  an i llus ion of consent masks 
the violence of the dom ination. 

The book adds s ignif icantly to the Critical Legal Studies project 
of expos i ng  the h idden ,  fa lse assumptions of legal d iscourse by demon
strati ng  how Ch icano artists present i mages of res istance to the system.  
Moreover, i t  comp l icates lega l -rhetorical i ssues by presenti ng  Ch icana 
crit iques of Chicano critiques . In its methodical analys i s  of texts rang ing  
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from the f i lm Giant to A merican Me, and from Helen H u nt Jackson 's novel 
Ramona to recent fiction by Cherrfe Moraga , the volume is at t imes 
dazz l i ng in its ability to engage i nstitutions on many fronts and on many 
levels. Despite the wide-ranging resources cited in the text and in twenty
two pages of endnotes, and despite manifold, multi layered argu ments, 
Gut ierrez-Jones never loses control of the work. Many readers will, 
i ndeed, be reth i nki ng the borderlands between Chicanos and the law. 

David Goldstei n -Shirley 
Un iversity of Californ ia ,  I rv i ne 

Kenneth Robert Janken.  Rayford W. Logan and the Dilemma of the 

A frican-American Intellectual. (Amherst: U n ivers ity of Massachu
setts Press ,  1 993) 3 1 9 pp. ,  $35.00. 

In this superb reconstruction of the l ife of Rayford W.  Logan ,  
Ken neth Robert Janken , an assistant professor of  Afr ican American 
studies at the U n iversity of North Carol ina at Chapel H il l , draws on his 
protagon ist's somewhat tormented l ife to document the veracity of John 
Hope Frankl i n 's thesis that, " it was the American Negro scholar's di
lemma to be obl igated constantly to challenge the notion of black 
i nferiority" . P ut another way, despite Logan's credent ia ls-he held a 
Ph. D .  from H arvard U n iversity i n  history; wrote twelve books, i nc ludi ng 
the classic ,  The Betrayal of  the Negro; edited several others, among 
them,  What the Negro Wants; and penned hundreds of  scholarly ar
t ic les-his racial identity negated all of his assets. For a person who 
believed that he was different from most other Afr ican Americans, the 
snubs of the white establ ishment were extremely disconcert ing.  "Yet t i me 
and agai n , "  Janken rem inds us, Logan "sought its [white academia's] 
approval . "  

Janken's easily accessible volume thoroughly docu ments Logan 's 
contradict ions and his strengths and weaknesses as he traces his l ife 
from its humble begi n n i ngs i n  Washington , D .C  . .  to Logan's Pan-Afr ican ist 
stance i n  France i n  the 1 920's; to his pioneer ing voter registration drives 
and c i t izensh ip  schools i n  the South duri ng  the 1 930s; to his act ivit ies i n  
f ight i ng  rac ial discr im i nation i n  the U n ited States' m il itary i n  the 1 940s; 
and f ina lly to his embattled career as a history professor and adm i n istra
tor at Howard U niversity from 1 938 unti l his death i n  1 982 . Those persons 
looki ng  for an unblemished hero in Logan will f ind Janken's account 
d isappoi nt i n g .  

Contemporary nat ional ists would be disturbed by the fact that 
Logan-to use Jan ken's words-"spent most of his l ife from adolescence 
on strugg l i n g  to be accepted by the white world. " I n  addit ion , "his regard 
for the West was so high that it was i nconceivable to h im that Af rican 

48 


