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John Wrench and John Solomos, eds. Racism and Migration in 
Wes tern Europe. (Oxford, Providence : Berg, 1 993) $39.95 .  

This collection of fi fteen essays edited by Wrench and Solomos 
i s  derived from the proceedings of a 1 99 1  conference on  " Racism and 
M igration in Europe in the 1 990s, " held in England and organ ized by 
the Centre for Research i n  Ethnic Relations · at the University of 
Warwick and the Publ ic Policy Centre of the Department of Pol itics 
and Sociology, B irkbeck College, Univers i ty of  London.  The purpose 
of this  in ternational meeting was to br ing together scholars working 
on  these topiCS and to examine  the European s ituation tOday. The 
p roceedings analyze the social  and political debates surrounding 
immigration in European countries, where the need to accom modate 
greater racial ,  ethnic, and religious diversity h as been accompanied 
by growing i ntolerance and hosti l ity towards i m migrants .  S ince 
resolving social questions raised by i m m igration h as become a 
pr iority for m ost governments and s ince the European Union plans 
to h armonize pol icies, legis lation, and r ights ,  th is  volume fulfi l ls  the 
need for greater i nternational exchange and cooperation between 
researchers and policy makers. The present collection points to 
s imi lar it ies in i m migration, and sources and forms of racism i n  
Europe a s  a w hole, but also t o  d i fferen ces due t o  specific socio
h i storical s i tu at ions .  

The book i s  organized into three main sect ions .  The first deals 
with the h istorical and contemporary factors which h ave led to the 
presence of l arge groups of non-European immigrants in Europe. I t  
identifies  global m echanisms of  m igration and their  relat ionship to 
economic and social l i n ks between host  countries and countries of 
emigration,  p revious m igratory movements, i nternational trade and 
i nvestment, and demographic and polit ical  factors, a l l  of  which 
interact in complex ways. Certa inly, the growing gap between 
economic,  social, and demographic con di tions i n  north and south 
(and east and west) wil l  cont inue to fuel m ass m igration .  Common 
assumptions,  such as the beli ef that a id for development to th i rd 
world countr ies wi l l  s low down emigration or  that regularizing the 
status of  i llegal workers wi l l  solve i m m igrant unemployment, are 
quest ioned .  Stephen Castles points out that  the severe disruption 
caused by the development process wi l l  lead to i ncreased i m m igra
t ion from poorer countries, at least i n  the short run.  And, i l legal 
i m m igrants do not a lways come forward when given a chance to 
regular ize their  s i tuation, because t h is m a kes them less competitive 
i n  the job m arket. 

One common difficulty in resolving i m m igrant questions is 
the unwi l l ingness of most European governments to admit long
term sett lement of  their  guest workers, and  the result ing ad hoc and 
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inadequate pol icies .  I n  truth, their  goal s  are seemingly i rreconci lable :  
how to preserve the sense of nat ional  identity a long with i ncreasing 
ethnic  divers i ty, how to reduce welfare expenditures whi l e  offer ing 
services to those who need them, and whether and how to con fer 
cit izensh ip  to immigrants .  

Racism i s  shown as changing over t ime, targeting d ifferent 
groups, and varying in  in tensity.  I t  i s  expressed through d i fferent 
discourses, and the appropriateness of categories such as "race" or 
"ethnicity" to describe imm igrants in  different social  and polit ical 
posit ions i s  questioned. Fear among certain sectors of European 
populations (the aging or the economica l ly vul n erable) appears to be 
a major source of raci sm.  I t  is  a response to the drastic dissolution of
and often profound disi l l usions with-tradit ional cultural ,  economic, 
and polit ical  models .  Wieviorka's art ic le on the French context shows 
that some sources of racism are shared by most European countries,  
i . e . ,  a sense of dislocation caused by the dec l ine of classical i ndustr ial  
societ ies and end of the working class movement.  New racism stresses 
not so much i n fer ior ity as it does d i fference-and assumed 
unass imi labi l i ty-of newcomers and cal l s  for their  evict ion.  These 
migrants are perceived as not making enough of an effort to adapt to 
their new societies and as responsible for societal problems.  The sense 
of " invasion" comes at a t ime of transit ion,  uncertainty, and anguish 
over the construction of new European identity and over q uestions 
on how this identity wi l l  relate to establ ished national  boundaries .  

The second part looks at specif ic developments and practices 
in particular countries: England, France, Germany, I taly, the Nether
lands,  and Sweden . The topics investigated concern the often h idden 
and subtle forms of discri m i nation encountered by imm igrants in the 
workplace and their recogn it ion as a m inority group with specia l  
needs.  A major  focus of this  sect ion is the need to do away with 
inst itutional ized structured inequal ity. Imm igrant associations in 
the etherlands, Sweden, and France are increasingly the channels  
th rough which immigrant problems and expectations can be ex
pressed to local ,  regional ,  or national authorit ies .  These associat ions 
are an im portant e lement  in  the social  fabric of i m migrants, but they 
also serve as valuable social  pol icies . Countries such as Spain and 
Portugal,  tradit ional ly cou ntries of e m igration, have now become 
countries of immigrat ion,  but are not represented in this col lection .  

The  last section concerns issues and  debates which strengthen 
the argument that the study of migration and mult icultural societies 
should be a socia l  sc ience in i ts own r ight ,  with a strongly 
mult idisci p l inary approach in its theory and methodology. Whi le no 
one doubts the need to establ ish a dia logue between researchers and 
policy m akers in various countries,  this is  no simple matter,  s ince 
there are problems of  term inology, d ifferences in  the discip l ines of  
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the researchers and, consequently, methodology, theoretical orien
tations, and models. 

Notably absent in this collection are the voices of the immi
grants themselves. How do they see the i r  s i tuation? What  are their 
expectations, goals ,  and responsibi l i ties? Are ethnicity and ass imi la
t ion mutually exclusive or do they not relate to each other in a 
d ialectical manner? Psychological and cultural factors are not stressed 
in these essays, yet they are crucial  for expla ining attitudes, beliefs, 
stereotypes, and i n form ing the qual ity and texture of dai ly group 
contact. One is left with other questions: Is  it a lways a manifestation 
of racism to ask questions? One gets the impression that it i s  when 
reading Smal l 's or Teun Van D i jk 's  contributions (the l atter's analysis 
of discourse, however, i s  excel lent,  for discourse p lays an  i m portant 
role in the reproduction of racism) .  There is no mention of anti-racist 
organizations or of success stories in  the i mmigrant communit ies .  Yet 
these do exist, j ust  as  in the United States m inorit ies are i ncreasingly 
attain ing posi tions of i n fluence as judges, doctors, educators, or 
polit icians.  

In all  fai rness to the editors, they know that they do not deal 
with a l l  aspects of i m m i gration and racism, and Solomos and Wrench 
have produced a very interesting and useful col lection of papers 
which begins  to give some answers to the questions on the causes of 
and possible solutions to European racism today. 

Li l iane M. Vassberg 
University of Texas - Pan American 

Crawford Young, ed. The Rising Tide of Cultural Pluralism: The 
Nation-State a t  Bay. (Madison: U niverSity of Wisconsin Press, 
1 993) 305 pp., $49 .50 hard cover, $ 1 7 . 95 paper. 

U nited Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.  The State of the 
World's Refugees: The Challenge of Protection. (Middlesex , En
gland: Penguin,  1 993) 1 9 1  pp.  

Interest in ethnic confl ict  and identity pol i t iCS has led to an 
increase i n  the number of works attempting to understand this  
phenomena. The two works examined here fol low i n  the same 
tradit ion.  

Crawford Young's recent  col lection of essays i s  a companion 
volume to his  ear l ier  The Politics of ell It  ural Pluralism, which was first 
publ ished in  1 976.  Thi s  new collection of essays, which grew out of 
an NEH Seminar for Col lege Teachers, exami nes some of the recent 
trends in the study of  ethnic i ty .  In his opening essay, Young dist in-
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