
Explorations in Sights and Sounds 

recommendi n g  it a longs ide perhaps LeRoi Jones '  (Am ir i  Baraka) Blues 
People (New York: W i l l iam Morrow, 1 963) , s i nce the latter text s ituates 
itse l f  also on the h istor ical  axis of what Jones ca l led the "chang ing  same" 
of Afr ican American mus ical aesthetics and i ts more fu l ly and cha l leng
i n g ly developed h istorical context. Such ,  i n  th is  regard, p icks up  rough ly 
where Jones leaves off and offers n ice transcri pt ions and sp lend id  
i n s i g hts as both a mus ic ian  and an ethnomusicolog ist .  

Andrew Bartlett 

Ronald T. Takaki .  Violence in the Black Imagination: Essays and 

Documents. Expanded Edit ion.  (New York: Oxford U n ivers ity Press,  
1 993) 348 pp. ,  $ 1 4 .95.  

Orig i na l ly  pub l i shed i n  1 972 and re- issued i n  1 993, Violence in 
the Black Imagination was an early attempt to overcome the p itfa l l s  of 
what some academ ic ians have termed disjunctive scholarsh ip .  Ronald 
Takaki  rem i nds us  that too often f ict ion i s  analyzed narrowly as an art 
rather than as soc ia l  docu ments that m ight be useful not on ly to those 
study ing  l i terature but a lso to those exam in i ng  h istory . Reviewi ng three 
f ict iona l  works , Takaki makes a case for their use as h istorical sources .  
H e  asserts that "b lack fiction not on ly adds to our already l i m ited number 
of ante-be l lum b lack written documents , but a lso represents a part icu larly 
i mportant genre of evidence" ( 1 2) . N i neteenth century fiction , accordi ng 
to Takak i ,  l ends i ns i ght i nto the feelings and emotions Afr ican Americans 
harbored towards s lavery-i ns ight often lost in tradit iona l  h istorical 
sources . 

Takaki re- issued and expanded th is  book i n  response to the 1 992 
Los Ange les rebe l l ion .  Taki ng  issue with the soundb ites and superf ic ia l  
reporti ng  used to characterize the rebel l ion , Takaki ca l ls  for the h i storical 
contextua l i z i ng  of th is seeming ly sudden explosion of v io lence: "More 
than ever before , we must examine our past in order to understand the 
roots of rac ism and its legacy of rac ia l  conflict and violence" (6) . To 
provide th i s  contextua l ization , he turns to three fictional  essays : "The 
Heroic S lave" by Frederick Doug lass , "B lake: or , the H uts of America" by 
B lack national ist Mart in  Delany,  and "e lote l l :  a Tale of the Southern 
States" by W i l l iam Wel l s  Brown , a p ioneeri ng  B lack nove l ist. 

Violence in the Black Imagination conta ins these n ineteenth cen
tury texts , corresponding review essays offering  h istorical background 
about the authors and the factual  events providi ng  backdrops for these 
stor ies ,  and analys i s  of the conception of v iolence that i s  a common 
theme among al l  three .  "The theme of v iolence , "  notes Takaki , "provides 
a provocative ang le  from wh ich  to probe the comp lexity of [B lack 
peop le 's] da i ly l ives and the i ntr icac ies of  their thoughts on . . .  the destiny of 
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blacks i n  America" ( 1 2 ) .  
Doug lass' narrative is based on the 1 841  mut i ny aboard a slave 

sh ip .  I t  is a story of personal  l i berat ion  through  the o n ly means ava i lab le
vio lence . I n  De lany's work, the protagon ist moves beyond personal  
l i berat ion ,  instead, r iski ng h is  own freedom by organ iz ing  slave i nsurrec
t ions throug hout the South and Cuba.  V io lence,  in th is  case , works 
toward emanci pat ion  of the race rather than of i ndiv iduals.  I n  Brown's 
story , the use of v io lence is seen through  two lenses. F irst , one  is 
i ntroduced to the overwhelming  v iolence used by wh ites aga inst the ir  
slaves. Th is, however, is challenged by a second level  of v io lence 
employed by the slaves as they resisted such oppressio n .  

Through  these stories, t h e  image o f  v io lence agai nst t h e  oppres
sor i n  the B lack m ind  takes the shape of resistance, l iberat ion ,  and 
emancipation .  Perhaps, by understandi ng v io lence in these terms, the 
causes and motivat ions of contemporary urban rebe l l i on  m ight take on  a 
new and more c learly defi ned mean i ng .  Th is is the essent ial message i n  
Violence in the Black Imagination. 

Jen n ifer L. Dobson 
U n iversity of Wash i ngton 

Ei leen H .  Tamura .  Americanization, Acculturation, and Ethnic 

Identity: The Nisei Generation in Hawaii. (U rbana and C h icago:  
Un ivers ity of  I l l i no is  Press,  1 994) 326 pp.  

E i leen Tamura's new book on  the first American-born generat ion 
of  Japanese imm igrants to Hawai i  is a well-researched and readable 
study of the period in  the early twent ieth century , large ly between the 
world wars, when Japanese i m m igrants to Hawa i i  rea l ized they were not 
go ing to return home and that they would have generationa l  confl icts with 
the ir ch i ldren ,  ent i t led to U . S .  c i t izensh i p  as the ir parents were not unt i l  
1 952.  An outgrowth of Tamura's 1 990 dissertat i on ,  "The American iza
t ion Campa ign  and the Ass im i lat ion  of the Nisei i n  Hawa i i ,  1 920 to 1 940 , "  
Americanization, Acculturation, and Ethnic Identity deve lops t h e  ori g i na l  
top ic  and works back to the  beg i n n i n g  of  Japanese i m m igrat ion  to Hawai i ,  
but does not work forward past 1 940 t o  record t h e  monu mental changes 
that occurred i n  H awai i .  Tamura uses n umerous persona l  i nterviews she 
conducted with N ise i and always supports her general statements with 
anecdotal quotes from the subjects themelves. Wh i le not an  ora l h istory, 
th is  study nevertheless employs oral mater ia l  to document research 
stat ist ics. As a resu l t ,  the text comes al ive ; the reader hears real  vo ices, 
sometimes in P idg i n  Eng l ish or Hawa i i  Creole Engl ish , but more often the 
educated voices of the generat ion caug ht between two cultures wh ich 
had much i n  common (educat iona l  goals, "puritan " work eth ic ,  fam i l y  and 
commun ity values) but also much that confl icted (Amer ican i ndiv idual ism 
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