
Explorations in Sights and Sounds 

Gretchen M. Batai l le, ed. Na tive American Women: A Biographical 
Dictionary. (New York: Garland, 1 993) xix, 333 pp., $ 55.00. 

This book is  a treasure trove. ormal ly, dictionaries a re not 
meant to be read from front to back like a novel ,  but this  one is  
fascinating throughout . The few works that had been avai lable so far 
on American Indian women were l im ited in perspective, format, or 
accuracy. Here for the first time we see the whole breadth and depth 
of ative women's ach ievements in  a n  astounding variety of profes
sion , from warriors, hea lers, fur traders, and jewelers, to educators, 
attorneys, poets, and professors. 

One source of their creativity seems to be the necessity to 
combine cultures and languages . " Indian writers are in a constant  
state of translation" (35) .  Josette Juneau ( 1 803- 1 855) ,  a Wisconsin 
humanitarian, was fluent and l i terate in  French and fluent in 
Menominee, Chippewa, Potawatomi ,  and Winnebago (1 32). Sara 
Winnemucca Hopkins (1844?- 1 89 1 ) , warrior, lecturer, lobbyist, and 
autobiographer, spoke Engl i sh and Spanish and knew th ree Indian 
dia lects ( 1 1 5 ) .  

The helpful appendix o n  " Entries by Pri mary Areas o f  Specia l 
ization" shows the h ighest number (eighty-four) under  the heading 
" Literature/Critici s m . "  Seventy-th ree women a re l i sted under " Edu
cation " and sixty-two under " Arts. " Reading a series of the a rticles, 
however, immediately shows that most of these women excel in  a 
surpris ing number of occupation . 

There is a strong des i re to com m u nicate ative tradi tions, 
whether in pottery and basketry, heal i ng and tribal leadersh ip ,  
storytel l ing and poetry, or in sophisticated ways of transmitting 
native languages in translat ions , gram m a rs, and dictionaries. Whi le  
much of this  effort is  focused on interpreting ative cu ltures to a 
white audience, there are a l so attem pts to write for ative readers. 

ora Dauenh auer ,  e.g . ,  toget h e r  wi th  her h u sband R i c ha rd 
Dauenhauer, has ca refu l ly transcribed and produced Tlingit oral 
narrat ives in English a s  wel l  as  in  Tli ngit, encouraging her people to 
col lect and preserve their cultura l  heritage. 

The book shows a surpris ing unity in spite of the fact that 
sixty-one persons contributed articles .  They range from wel l-known 
schola rs to graduate students . There rem ain , of course, some un
evenne s .  Louise Erdrich would de erve a longer entry focusing on 
the special  ambiance and fl avor of her work, not just the " facts . "  
Kenneth Lincoln write beautifu l ly  o n  Luci Tapahonso and Roberta 
H i l l  Whiteman, but his long and ensitive es ays are very different 
from the sober, more factual standard entries .  Such discrepancies,  
however, also have a positive side: often the authors'  voices a re 
adding interest and com plexity to the subjects described. 
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The appendices " Entries by Decades of B i rth, " " Entries by 
State/Provi n ce of B i rth," and " Entries by Tribal Affi l iat ion" are 
excellent.  The regu lar  index is  extensive, but cou ld contain even 
more i n formation. For exam ple, the "Catholic church " (sic) as well as 
the Native American C h ur c h  are l isted, but Franciscans,  Episcopa
l ians,  Presbyterians ,  and Baptists are not. 

The valuable photos could be more numerous and better 
reproduced. These a re very m i nor fl aws, however, in  an outstanding 
work that should be acqui red by every l ibrary, by teachers of every 
level, and by everyon e  concerned about the first American women .  

Kristin Herzog 
Dur h a m ,  North Carol ina  

Monroe Lee Bi l l ington. New Mexico 's Buffalo Soldiers, 1866-1900. 
(Niwot: U niversity Press of  Colorado, 1 99 1 )  258 pp. ,  $ 29.95. 

B u ffalo Soldiers guarded the western frontier,  w inning  eigh
teen Medals of Honor. Formed i n  1 866, they a lso served in the 
Spanish-American War ( 1 898), the War i n  the Phi l ippines ( 1 899-
1 90 1 ) ,  World War I I  ( 1 94 1 - 1 946) ,  and the Korean War ( 1 9 50- 1 95 3 ) .  
I t  might appear  t h a t  s o m e  of  those events transpired a long t i m e  ago. 
However, J o nes Morgan ,  the last Buffa lo Soldier who served in both 
the West and the Spanish A m erican War, died at age 1 1 0 in August,  
1 993 .  

Approx i mately 1 86, 000 B lack soldiers fought i n  the Civ i l  War  and 
when i t  concluded, the Union army st i l l  had 123 , 1 56 soldiers " in  1 30 
i n fantry regiments ,  th i r teen reg iments of heavy art i l lery, ten batter
ies of light arti l le ry, and six reg imen ts of cavalry. " Because the U ni ted 
States government  needed to safeguard its interests in the West 
fol lowin g  that war, it turned to B lack soldiers who eventual ly m ade 
up ha l f  of the m il itary force there .  Many Buffalo Soldiers served i n  
New Mexico beside companies o f  white troops. They were subjected 
to racism from their  white counterparts, white civi l i ans ,  and even the 
white p ress. W hite businessmen doin g  commerce with  the army 
often cheated the m i l i ta ry and  B lacks were s igni ficantly a ffected .  
They were supplied with " in fe rior an ima ls,  food, and suppl ies , "  and 
at Fort  C u m m i ngs " fresh "  vegetables quickly spoiled and " th i rty
seven thousand pounds of bacon and eighteen h undred pounds of 
ham were of such poor qual i ty" that they perished a lmost i mmedi
ately. St i l l ,  the B u ffalo Soldiers proudly executed the i r  dangerous 
responsibi l i t ies. 
was k i l l e d  by t h e  M e x i c a n s  a n d  t h e n  h u n te d  N a n a ,  o n e  o f  h i s  
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