
to fight lynching and voting injustices. Angela contends that contem­
porary feminists are failing because they are repeating the same 
mistakes their sisters made. 

Her scholarship is subjective and militant; overkill is a frequent 
problem in an otherwise well-researched historical analysis of why 
and how the goals of middle and lower class women will continue to 
differ. But Angela may be right in asking, "how can whites understand 
the humiliation of women used as breeders, of slaves unable to pre­
vent their mulatto sons from being sold and never seen again? "  Even 
Eliza's gentle Christian morality in Harriet Beecher Stowe's best seller 
is not what made mothers defend their children. Instead their pas­
sionate abhorrence of slavery made some like Margaret Garner kill. So 
Angela concludes that blacks, not whites, should tell their own story. 
Women, Race and Class is such a primary source, although she 
appreciates Gutman's scholarly assertion that the black family was 
strengthened not weakened by the rigors of servitude. 

Her contributions should be acknowledged in contemporary 
encyclopedias, and her vehement assertions about American political 
history, feminism, Marxism and racism should be expressed freely. 

A visiting scientist-scholar from Leningrad once compared Angela's 
protests with that of Solzhenitsyn, to which this reviewer responded 
that the comparison is not valid. "Your dissident critic, forced into 
involuntary exile from his beloved Mother Russia, is now a non­
person, while this Marxist is permitted to teach, criticize and publish 
her condemnation of America's injustices. " 

- Edith Blicksilver 
Georgia Institute of Technology 

lee Edgell. Beka Lamb (London : The Chaucer Press. Distributed by 
Heinemann Educational Books, Inc., Exeter, NH; 1982) 171 pp., $2.95. 

Formerly called British Honduras, Belize, an emerging third world 
country, second smallest in Central America, originally became a part 
of the British Empire because its coast gave sanctuary to British sailors 
and pirates. But a thousand years or so before, the land formed a small 
part of the mighty Mayar civilization. A dozen or more sites-Mayan 
centers-have been discovered in Belize and have offered up their 
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pyramids and  a rtifacts as si lent testimony to the past. Becoming fu l l y  
self-govern ing  i n  1 964, the cou ntry continues to experience various 
power struggles; Guatemala  c la i ms Bel ize si nce, according  to its 
doctr ine,  a provi nce which successfu l ly  revolts against a colon ia l  
power i nherits a l l  the ri ghts and  boundaries claimed by the co lonist 
power. Hence both Mexico and  Guatemala ,  as successfu l  revo lters 
agai nst the Spa nish, could lay c laim to Be lize. Moreover, the i nhabit­
ants of Be lize represent many dispa rate loya lties: the B lack Cari bs, 
descendants of West Afr icans and  the Red Cari bs; Maya n India ns; 
Creoles and  Africa ns; Mestizos, Maya Indian  and Spanish mixed 
bloods; East India ns; Syria n  and  Lebanese; Chinese; North America ns 
and Eu ropea ns. 

Cogn izant  sure ly  of a l l  that Be l ize is, Zee Edge l l ,  herself a Belizean,  
has ostensibly g iven us a sim ple,  local color novel to recou nt l i fe as  i t  is  
experienced in present day Be l ize. Native customs, myths, and d ia lect 
provide the fra me on which the wea kn esses, tr i u m phs and  sorrows of 
a you ng girl ha ng exposed.  Although a bril l i a nt metaphor occasiona l ly  
adds d i mension,  we are not rea l l y  encou raged to read this novel 
sym bol ica l l y  even with the juxtaposition ing  of the demise of the old 
way, in  the death of Great Gra n d mother Stra ker, agai nst assimilation,  
in the death of  the student Toycie. 

The nove l portrays a pri mari ly matriarchal society, except that fi na l  
decisions, fi na l  petitions, fina l  action,  i nsight a n d  wisd om reside in the 
man,  Mr. or tlDaddy" Bi l l  La mb .  Thus i n  essence fema les are tlfu l l  of 
sou n d  and fury signifyin g  nothing." 

Sti l l ,  i n  part, it remai ns a woma n's story; male  authors do not rea l l y  
k now menstruatio n or  a woma n's l i bido, which appa rently o n l y  a 
female author can or  w i l l  dea l  with. Yet the treatment of i l l icit sex and  
su bsequent pregna ncy cou l d  as easi ly  have been writte n by a male,  
e m phasizi ng, as Edge l l  does, the moral  issue and  the ostracism of the 
fema le. Although as a wo man Edge l l  may i n itia l l y  a ppear more 
em pathetic, the u n m arried creole Toycie does lapse i nto insan ity and 
pre mature d eath, while the Span ish Emil io u ndergoes no pai n of 
castigati ng  remorse. Nevertheless Toycie's p l ight d oes not suggest 
that a real sti gma exists so far as the other Creoles a re concerned. 
Fina l ly ,  even though B eka Lamb is written by a woman the attitudes 
a n d  va l u es re ma in  traditi ona l ;  that is, ma les are cast i n  the decision 
mak ing  and  problem solvi n g  roles whi le females have the powerless 

. roles. This is not a femi nist nove l .  
We are  presented with the i nitiation theme, a sort of  rites-of­

passage situ ation ,  l a id  i n  Be l ize; we witness the apparent protagonist 
u ndergoing cha nge, that of moving  from childhood into woma nhood, 
of confronting la rger issues. Beka La mb, non-productive rebel in an  
educationa l  system geared to Eng lish mores, overco mes her pencha nt 
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for lying and directs her responses to life, placing death in its proper 
perspective and assuming responsibility for her own progress. Having 
won the prize for her writing and having at last fulfilled her wake for 
Toycie, she will accept her place in a society influenced by the British, 
but with a people who are uniting "to build a nation" and learning 
about that country-its flora and fauna-its essence. 

During the unraveling of Beka's story, we have been exposed 
peripherally to political, mythical, social, racial, and religious issues. 
Howevpr, while the novelist brushes many issues none are fully 
realized. The conflict between the native culture, Gran and the P. I.P. 
versus Daddy Bill and moderation, fizzles out. Describing the town, 
Edgell tells us that, "It was a relatively tolerant town where at least six 
races with their roots in other districts of the country, in Africa, the 
West Indies, Central America, Europe, North America, Asia, and other 
places, lived in a kind of harmony." Yet the book itself reveals harsh 
lines of racial demarcation, with the Creoles living below poverty 
level. 

Although the tension between local beliefs and the Catholic church 
never becomes a clear cut issue, it has generated unrest in the people. 
For example, when the issue of Toycie's pregnancy clashes with the 
Church's moral stance, Daddy Bill shows that justice demands that 
Toycie be permitted to graduate. In the minds of the people, right is 
on Toycie's side yet the Church prevails; Toycie is expelled, and is 
later killed in the fierce hurricane that ravages Belize. Through it all, 
our sympathies are with Toycie, love's victim, and we wish that 
somehow the author had been willing to take a more severe stance. 

The strength of this novel lies in its realistic treatment of a country 
little known to the vast majority of English-speaking peoples. While 
we cannot argue with the author's vision, we can wish that a more 
aggressive theme had prevailed and that bits of folklore and Belizean 
life had been more carefully woven into the story. 

10  

- LaVerne Gonzalez 
San Jose State University 
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