provided by UnissResearch

Ol > ISE
/’Kcre a se 4 lstitufoperlo Studio

Consiglio per bt in smvolium ' =
o Tamlisl dellevenomia gt . degi ECDSB&E"‘

Department of Science Forestry and Wood Institute of Ecosystem Study of the
for Nature and Research Centre of the National Research Council,
Environmental Italian Council for organization unit of Sassari

Resources of the Agricultural Research and
University of Sassari Economics

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS
ON CORK OAK TREES
AND WOODLANDS

Conservation, Management, Products
and Challenges for the Future

3° National Congress of Cork
Sassari, May 25 — 26 2017


https://core.ac.uk/display/84318639?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON CORK OAK TREES AND WOODLANDS
Conservation, Management, Products and Challenges for the Future

SPONSORSHIP

Ministero

dei beni e delle
attivita culturali
e del turismo

G Sonsarine

Comune d1 Sassar1

’fﬂn Camera di Commercio
WQ ‘ Sassari - Nord Sardegna ’ )
CONFINDUSTRIA

Centro Nord Sardegna

e
S = Forestas
= Agentzia forestale regionale pro sfsviupu de
N !\\‘E?\- su territoriu & de sambiente de sa Sardigna
i\,,% !;f“ Agenzia forestale regionale per lo sviluppo
~0J

del territorio & dell'ambiente della Sardegna
CORPO FORESTALE : "
E DI VIGILANZA AMBIENTALE { S A————

S5y recon:

EF I

European Forest Institute

Accademia Italiana Scienze

Forestali
— ] . — — p
é et T el S
Societa Italiana di Selvicoltura ) e )
ed Ecologia Forestale Societa di Ortoflorofrutticoltura

Italiana



INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON CORK OAK TREES AND WOODLANDS
Conservation, Management, Products and Challenges for the Future

ISBN 978-88-907678-0-7
DOI https://doi.org/10.14275/978-88-907678-0-7

Tipiditappi

Sughero d’albero fatto a pezzetti,
tipi di tappi , quelli che vuoi.
Tagliali lunghi, tagliali stretti,
tipi di tappi, fatti da noi.
Taglialo bene, taglialo tondo,
tipi di tappi, quanti ne vuoi.

Tappi di sughero per tutto il mondo,

tipi di tappi fatti da noi.

(Cecchi-Tognolini, Filastrocche e Canzoni)

Dettori S., Fligheddu M.R., Cillara M. Editors

Printed by

Universita degli Studi di Sassari
Centro Stampa



INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON CORK OAK TREES AND WOODLANDS:
Conservation, Management, Products and Challenges for the Future

POSTER

Session 4: History, economics and policy, social perception
and communication, certification

POSTER - Session 4

95



INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON CORK OAK TREES AND WOODLANDS:
Conservation, Management, Products and Challenges for the Future

THE USE OF CORK IN ANTIQUITY: SOME ARCHAEOLOGICAL
DATA IN SARDINIA

Lai L."", Filigheddu M.R.", Dettori S.'

"Dept. of Science for Nature and Environmental Resources, University of Sassari
*Corresponding Author: lail@uniss.it

In modern and contemporary Sardinia, the cork is an important economic
resource and the Q. suber woodlands have a very specific role in rural
landscapes and in traditional agroforest and silvopastoral systems consolidated
over time.

In this paper, we report some archaeological data from Sardinian contexts useful
to summarize the use of the cork and the cork oak in antiquity. This use has its
roots in the prehistory of Sardinia Island. Many archaeological researches
document that it was already used during the Nuragic period (Bronze Age). The
cork was extracted and processed in order to obtain plates, foils, planks,
shavings and it was shaped to create various artefacts, such as footwear,
containers, boxes, cases, stoppers, etc. Cork wedges were also used in nuragic
dry stonewalls as thermal insulating.

Until a few years ago and even today in some areas of the Island, people used to
gather oak acorns to produce a flour and to prepare bread. The discovery of
acorns in Sardinian archaeological contexts suggests that they were employed
for foods even in the Nuragic period. Especially Q. ilex acorns were used, but
probably where cork oak woodlands predominate even Q. suber acorns were
used. We consider that some place names (toponyms) in different Sardinia
territories, like suelzu dulche (“sweet cork oak™) in Gallura areas, could be
associate with food preparations and “sweet” might be referred to acorns of cork
oaks.

Romans worked cork for making caps to close amphorae, often sealed with
additional lime or pozzolan. Also in Sardinia, some Roman archaeological sites
document the use of cork for containers and to close amphorae.

Plastic and multiple use of cork products and multi-functionality of trees,
fostered by traditional silvicultural systems which have enhanced cork oak
ecological potential instead of other Mediterranean forest species, may have
contributed to spread Q. suber in Sardinia better than any other Mediterranean
island.

Keywords: prehistory, history, archaeology, Sardinia, nuragic civilization.
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