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Quotable 

I think right 
now the most 
important thing is 
that we recognize 
the reality of what 
we (are dealing) 
with ̂ ith Mr. 
Putin. We recognize 
that he is trying to 
break the North 
Atlantic alliance." 

GEN. JAMES MATTIS, 

President-elect Trump's 
nominee for defense secretary, 

during testimony before the 
Senate Armed Services Committee 

Mailbag 
Why I march 

On Saturday, Jan. 21,1 will join 
thousands of women marching in 
Washington, D.C., for the Women's 
March on Washington. 

I have decided to march because 
women's rights are human rights. I 
march for women who rely on the 
ACA and Planned Parenthood for 
necessary health care and contra­

ception. I march to 
show that we will 
not accept religious 
persecution, racial 
intolerance or dis­
crimination based 
on sexual orienta­
tion. 

I march for my 
daughter so that she may grow up in 
a world that pays her equ^y for her 
valuable time and talents, and so 
that she knows no boundaries based 
on her gender. 

I march for my sons, so that they 
recognize the importance of 
women's contributions to the world. 

I march to join voices with 
women while we tell the world that 
we are present, we have voices and 
votes, and we will not give up. 

While 200,000 women march in 
Washington, there will be women 
aroimd the country and the world 
also marching in almost 300 sister 
marches in every state of the nation 
as well as 55 global cities. Our local 
marches will be held in Portsmouth 
and Concord. 

I hope that New Hampshire 
women and men will join us in rec­
ognizing the worth and value of 
women. I hope that they will join us 
in making a bold statement to the in­
coming administration that we will 
not be ignored. I hope they join us 
because there is still more work to 
do. 

GENEVIEVE COURSEY 
Mont Vernon 

NHwayback 
ON JAN. 15,1865, Col. Louis BeU 

of the Fourth New Hampshire Volun­
teers is advancing with his men on 
Fbrt Fisher, N.C., when a marksman 
on the parapet before them shoots 
him in the chest. Moments later, as 
Bell expires, the Fourth and the rest 
of its brigade take the fort. On a visit 
to the captured fort shortly after­
ward, Secretary of War Edwin M. 
Stanton pays Bell the posthumous 
honor of promotion to brigadier gen­
eral. 

I tne open ocean with a bustlmg 
natiu-al harbor. 

Picture the entire old town with 
its colonial architecture and pastel 
buildings in various states of re­
pair. Now imagine limited cell ser­
vice, no data service, no credit 
cards or ATMs, and no one at your 
hotel speaks English. 

Your rental cars are Chinese-
made and imavailable in the 
United States. Your taxis are 1950s 
Chevys and your meals are served 
in people's homes. The currency 
you carry is for tourists only. 

Welcome to Havana, Cuba! 

Getting there 
Several U.S. airlines now offer 

daily service to Havana. Just be­
fore Christmas, the Steiner family 
boarded Southwest Airlines, and 
12 of us, ranging in age from 16 to 
60, embarked on a four-day Cuba 
experience focusing on education 
and journalism. 

Southwest offers the visa appli­
cation through its website, and 
Cuban Travel Services employees 
at the Southwest check-in gate 
process and issue your visa before 
you board. 

Now, if Southwest could only 
convince the Cuban terminal to in­
stall toilet seats and add toilet pa­
per, the welcome would be even 
more charming. 

The first expectation is to have 
no expectations that everything 
will go as planned. Cuba takes a 
sense of adventure. 

We used Airbnb, which is very 
popular in Cuba as many Euro­
peans, South Americans and 
Canadians are frequent tourists. 
But be warned, it can take days to 
get a reply on room availability. 

^ , You can use your credit card^ 
beforehand to reserve and pay, 
which is helpful. We found a four-
bedroom Airbnb located in "new" 
Havana, in the embassy area; the 
other half of our group rented a 
place in Vedado, which is what the 
Cubans consider their downtown. 

The total cost for four rooms 

SEE CUBA D4 
Courtesy of the Steiner family 

The group rented three pink Cadillac convertibles for a tour of Havana. 

Domicile, student voters and the Constitution 

JOHN GREABE 
Constitutional Connections 

r he wisdom of using the Electoral 
College to choose our president is 
a hot topic. For the second time in 

16 years (and the fifth time in our his-
toiy), the "winner" of the national pop­
ular vote lost the presidential election 
in the Electoral College. To many, this 
"undemocratic" outcome seems wrong. 

Moreover, as usually happens, the 
outcome of the election turned on a rel­
atively small number of swing states, 
where the presidential contest was 
close and contested. 

Thus, relatively speaking, the presi­

dential ballots cast in these states car­
ried significantly more weight than 
those cast by the majority of Americans 
who live in solidly "red" or "blue" 
states. To many, this incongruence in 
voter impact also seems wrong. 

Whether our system for electing a 
president is wise or not. New Hamp­
shire undeniably benefits fi:x)m it. The 
New Hampshire primary often plays a 
significant role in the presidential nom­
inating process. 

And New Hampshire is a perennial 
SEE CONSTITUTION D3 

family of 
dignity, 
decency 

For eight years, the Obamas 
made America proud 

]r ust before Barack Obama gave 
his farewell address to the na­
tion on Hiesday night in 

hicago, his family was ushered 
to specisd seats. We watched as 
his wife, Michelle, her mother 
Marian Robinson, daughters 
Malia and Sasha ... 

Wait, no Sasha? Where was 
Sasha? She wasn't there to see 
her father's last presidential 
speech? Whatever could be 
wrong? Was she sick? fhould we 
worry about the little girl we'd 
seen grow up in the \^te House? 
The answer, it turned out, was not 
complicated. 

Sasha had an important test 
the next day and stayed in Wash­
ington. Hims out that according 
to her school's strict rules, "ab­
sence for travel is not an ade­
quate reason to reschedule an 
exam." It was one any family 
might understand ^ and approve 
of. 

That didn't, though, mean her 
dad couldn't give her a shout-out 
while his wife and older daughter 
looked on. 

"Malia and Sasha, under the 
strangest of circumstances you 
have become two amazing young 
women. You are smart and you 
are beautiful. But more impor­
tantly, you are kind and you are 
thoughtful and you are full of pas­
sion. And you wore the burden of 
years in the spotlight so easily. Of 
all that I have done in my life, I 
am most proud to be your dad." 

There were few dry eyes in 
that house - or in a lot of houses. 

Most Americans, I think, are 
going to miss the Obamas. Even 
those who aren't fans of the presi­
dent's policies admit to an admi­
ration for his devotion to his f^-
ily, his dignity, his decency. 

That decency and dignity were 
particularly in evidence when he 
proudly represented the country 
on the international stage or -
more sadly - when he dormed the 
role of moumer-in-chief on unfor­
tunately too numerous occasions, 
from Charleston to Newtown to 
Fort Hood, and addressed the 
grieving nation. 

We've come to expect his ex­
traordinary eloquence - in soaring 

SEE BURNS D3 

A Little Perspective 
PAUL MUSGRAVE, WRITING IN THE WASH­

INGTON POST: "The 'IHimp team's penchant for 
secrecy, brazen disregard for norms and hostility to­
ward transparency has only fertilized the grounds in 
which paranoia will grow. For Democrats, the combi­
nation of truth and plausible-sounding theories about 
foreign involvement and linunp's business interests, 

combined with the bitter 
taste of opposition, will lead 
into the temptation of 
steadily lowering standards 
for belief. This is the same 
sort of stew that gives rise 
to political cultures domi­
nated by rumor, irmuendo 
and conspiracy thinking. 
Such brews are familiar to 
students of politics in re­
gions such as Latin Amer­
ica and the Middle East. 
And we should remember 
that in many places, such 

conspiracy thinking reflects an exaggerated recogni­
tion that foreign powers, corrupt leaders and hidden 
agendas did play an outsize role in such societies' 
politics. Americans' turn toward that direction may 
be, in that sense, nothing exceptional. Eventually, po­
larization will ebb, and a shared reality will assert it­
self. Of course, the price of such an epistemic reset 
may be steep - a depression, war, Watergate. In the 
meantime, the consequences will be pain and strife. 
Until then, American politics will just be another ex­
ample of the paranoid style." 

NHsnapshot 
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,%sday, was 
Los Angeles attorney Ed Clark (right) and Bill Hunscher, a Nr 
talk during the Libertarian Party's convention In Los Angeir 
the party's nomination for president In 1980, defeating H' 
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Democratic presidential iiopefui Sen. Baracii Obama of iiiinois embraces iiis famiiy - daughter iViaiia, 9, (ieft) daughter 
Sasha, 6, and wife, iVIicheiie - as they are greeted by supporters on the banks of the Wiiiamette River in Portiand, Ore., 
on iVIay 18, 2008. 
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tion - her White House veg­
etable garden has been a 
great success and teaching 
tool - and, along with second 
lady Jill Biden, she's been a 
ze^ous and effective advo­
cate for military families. 

Michelle has also had fun, 
whether doing push-ups with 
Ellen Degeneres, singing car-
pool karaoke with James Cor-
den and Missy Elliott, or mom 
dancing with Jimmy Fallen. 
She's hit the Daily Show and 
sparred verbally with Stephen 
Colbert - as, I should add, did 
her husband, both doing tiieir 
best to reach and involve new, 
nontraditional audiences. 

During his Chicago 
speech, Barack went out of 
his way to pay tribute to his 
wife of 24 years, saying she 
took on "a role you didn't ask 
for and made it your own with 
grace and with grit and with 
style and with good humor. 

"You made Uie White 
House a place that belongs to 
everybody. And a new genera­
tion sets its sights higher be­
cause it has you as a role 
model. You have made me 

put it on steroids, particularly 
with events for children. 

I'm not surprised. 
We saw Barack Obama 

just once, in 2008 at a house 
party, where - before he 
spoke - he sat on the stairs to 
engage in earnest conversa­
tion with a young child with 
Down syndrome who'd 
tugged at his pants leg. 

Similarly, the one time we 
saw Michelle, she addressed 
a gathering of Granite Staters 
at a closed mill in Peterbor­
ough. After speaking, she 
walked over to talk quietly 
with a couple of young girls 
she'd spotted who'd clearly 
been pulled out of school by 
their mother to see the possi­
ble first lady. 

The Obamas' shared affin­
ity for children was obvious, 
and it's not surprising that 
Christmas parties, Easter egg 
hunts and Halloween were 
particularly festive occasions 
at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. 

Not only did the Obamas 
invite the people into their 
home, they went out into the 
district, their neighborhood. 

They'd walk to church, go out 
for dinner, grab a quick ham­
burger from tune to time. It's 
said that Michelle even took 
walks nearby without attract­
ing attention. And one of their 
rituals was spending Martin 
Luther King Day as volun­
teers - at a soup kitchen one 
year, helping at a shelter or 
school for the children of mili­
tary families another. 

And, of course, the whole 

country caught glimpses of 
the first family on vacations -
going out for ice cream, or bi­
cycling along country roads -
and, at Christmas, stocking 
up on gifts at the local book­
seller's emporium. These 
people really read books. 

We will miss them. 
And in our house - as is 

the case, I suspect, across the 
country - we also miss 
our second couple, Joe and 

Jill Biden, other exemplars of 
dignity and decency - and 
grace, as they showed when 
their oldest son. Beau, died 
last year 

Obama and Biden, who 
seemed to be an unlikely pair 
initially, became not only good 
partners but close friends. 

It was fitting that in a sur­
prise ceremony on Thursday 
the president awarded Biden 
- the man he called his 

brother - the highest honor 
he had to give: The Presiden­
tial Medal of Freedom with 
Distinction, something rarely 
given, for Biden's half-centuiy 
of public service. There 
couldn't be a more deserving 
recipient. 

Goodbye, and thank you all 
for your service. 

("Monitor" columnist 
Katy Bums lives in Bow.) 

Right to vote isn't just a state concern; it's protected by the Constitution 
affect the federally protected 
right to vote. States may, for 
example, disenfi'anchise 
felons and require voters to 
present a photo identification 
at the polling station. 

But there are constitutional 
limits on the voting regula­
tions states may impose. 
States may not, for example, 
withhold the franchise on ac­
count of race, sex, failure to 
pay a poll tax, or f^ure to at­
tain an age greater than 18. 
And they may not adopt defini­
tions of domicile for voting 
purposes that are narrower 
than the definition the 
Supreme Court has used to de­
scribe state citizenship. 

Consider the hypothetical 
(but typical) case of Mary, a 
United States citizen who 
leaves her parents' home in 
Massachusetts at the age of 18 
to attend the University of 
New Hampshire. Mary does 
not know where she wiQ move 

after college, but she has no 
definite intention to return to 
Massachusetts. 

If forced to choose, she 
would say that she considers 
New Hampshire to be her 
home for the time at least. 

Under the traditional defi­
nition of domicile, Mary is a 
citizen of New Hampshire, not 
Massachusetts. New Hamp­
shire therefore could not adopt 
a definition of domicile for vot­
ing purposes that would treat 
Mary as domiciled within Mas­
sachusetts. Doing so would 
both disenfranchise Mary 
(who could not vote in Mas­
sachusetts unless Mas­
sachusetts were to allow vot­
ing by non-Massachusetts citi­
zens, which it does not) and in­
vade Massachusetts' 
sovereign prerogatives. 

The subjective nature of 
the state of mind that deter­
mines one's domicile makes it 
difficult for public officials to 

contest a person's declaration 
that she is domiciled in New 
Hampshire when she regis­
ters to vote here. 

But the difficulty in disprov­
ing a person's claim of domi­
cile would not justify a state's 
adoption of a more restrictive 
definition of the concept. On 
this issue, federal law controls 
and imposes a uniform defini­
tion on the states. 

(John Greabe teaches con­
stitutional law and related 
subjects at the University of 
New Hampshire School of 
Law. He also serves on the 
board of trustees of the New 
Hampshire Institute for 
Civics Education. To read 
Greabe's paper "A Federal 
Baseline for the Right to Vote" 
in the Columbia Law Review, 
go to columbialaioreview.org/ 
content/a-federal-baseline-
for-fhe-right-to-votel and click 
the pdf icon.) 
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swing state, where winners 
and losers often are separated 
by only a few thousand votes. 
Recall that, in 2000, A1 Gore 
would have become our 43rd 
president if only 3,700 New 
Hampshire voters had cast 
ballots for him instead of 
(Jeorge W. Bush. 

But in the eyes of many, 
there are downsides to New 
Hampshire's privileged posi­
tion in national electoral poli­
tics. Many believe that stu­
dents who come &t)m out of 
state to attend school in New 
Hampshire tend to maximize 
the impact of their ballots by 
voting here instead of in their 
states of origin. 

And because student voters 
disproportionately prefer lib­
er^ candidates, many believe 
that these student voters put 
conservative candidates at an 
unfair disadvantage. 

By Targeted News Service 

Here's a look at how area 
members of Congress voted 
over the previous week. 

House 
Administering Drugs in 

Emergencies: The House 
has passed the Protecting Pa­
tient Access to Emergency 
Medications Act (H.R. 304), 
sponsored by Rep. Richard 
Hudson, R-N.C. The bill 
would authorize emergency 
medical providers to adminis­
ter medications on the Drug 
Enforcement Administra­
tion's controlled substances 
list under a general standing 
order issued by the provider's 
director. 

The vote, on Monday, was 
unanimous with 404 yeas. 

Voting yes: Annie Kuster, 
a Democrat; Carol Shea-
Porter, a Democrat 

Investing in Startup 
Companies: The House has 
passed the Helping Angels 
Lead Our Startups Act (H.R. 
79), sponsored by Rep. Steve 
Chabot, R-Ohio. The bill 
would order changing a Secu­
rities and Exchange Commis­
sion rule to give companies 
seeking funds from so-called 
angel investor groups an ex­
emption from an SEC ban on 
general solicitations for 
funds. 

The vote, on Tuesday, was 

As a consequence, there 
are periodic calls for changes 
to the laws that define a per­
son's eligibility to vote in New 
Hampshire. 

Often, such calls include 
proposals for tightening the 
state's definition of what it 
means to have a New Hamp­
shire "domicile." We presently 
are hearing such calls. 

It therefore is worth dis­
cussing the constraints that 
the Constitution places on the 
definition of domicile that 
states may adopt for voting 
purposes. For the right to vote 
is not merely a state concern; 
it is also protected by the fed­
eral Constitution. 

Domicile is a legal concept 
used to assign every person 
within a group to a single juris­
diction for a particular pur­
pose - here, voting. The domi­
cile state of a United States cit­
izen is the state in which one 
has a physical presence and 

344 yeas to 73 nays. 
Voting yes: Kuster, Shea-

Porter 

Technology Reforms and 
the Government: The House 
has passed the Tested Ability 
to Leverage Exceptional Na­
tional Talent Act (H.R. 39), 
sponsored by Rep. Kevin Mc­
Carthy, R-Calif., to codify into 
law the Presidential Innova­
tion Fellows Program for en­
couraging private sector tech-
nolo^ and science leaders to 
help improve the federal gov­
ernment's technology pro­
grams. 

The vote, on Wednesday, 
was 386 yeas to 17 nays. 

Voting yes: Kuster, Shea-
Porter 

Communicating Alwut 
Proposed Regulations: The 
House has passed an amend­
ment sponsored by Rep. 
Collin C. Peterson, D-Minn., 
to the Regulatory Account-
abUity Act (H.R. 5), that would 
bar agencies proposing a pro­
posed rule &t)m spending 
money to advocate for the 
rule in communications with 
the public. Peterson said 
agencies should serve the 
public when proposing rules, 
not attempt to use advertising 
campaigns to influence public 
opinion. 

An amendment opponent, 
Rep. Hank Johnson Jr., D-
Ga., said existing law already 
barred such advocacy, and 

an intention to make the state 
one's home for the time at 
least. 

At any given moment, every 
United States citizen who re­
sides within the United States 
has a single state in which she 
is domiciled, and no person^, 
has more than one domicile 
state. 

That domicile state, accord­
ing to the United States 
Supreme Coxirt, is also the 
state of which one is a "citizen" 
- a term that appears in sev­
eral parts of the Constitution. 

In other words, as a matter 
of federal law, a United States 
citizen also is a citizen of the 
state in which she is domiciled 
under the traditional definition 
of the concept. 

Under the Constitution, 
states have the primary re­
sponsibility to administer fed­
eral and state elections. Ac­
cordingly, states have wide lat­
itude to adopt measures that 

ROLL 
the amendment would de­
crease agency ability to in­
form the public about the im­
pact of proposed rules. 

The vote, on Wednesday, 
was 260 yeas to 161 nays. 

Voting yes: Kuster 
Voting no: Shea-Porter 

Making Federal Regula­
tions: The House has passed 
the Regulatory Accountability 
Act (H.R. 5), sponsored by 
Rep. Bob Goo&atte, R-Va. 
The bill would change the 
rulemaking process for fed­
eral agencies to expand op­
portunities for public com­
ment on proposed rules, re­
quire agencies to adopt the 
least costly way to achieve 
regulatory objectives, and ex-
pemd judicial oversight of 
agency actions. 

The vote, on Wednesday, 
was 238 yeas to 183 nays. 

Voting no: Kuster, Shea-
Porter 

Reviewing SEC Regula­
tions: The House has passed 
the SEC Regulatory Account­
ability Act (H.R. 78), spon­
sored by Rep. Ann Wagner, R-
Mo. The bill would require the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission to conduct cost-
benefit analyses of proposed 
regulations, as well as period-
ic^y review existing SEC 
regulations to consider modi­
fying or repealing them. 

The vote, on Thursday, was 
243 yeas to 184 nays. 

CALL 
Voting no: Kuster, Shea-

Porter 

Futures Tt'ading and 
Commodity End Users: The 
House has passed the Com­
modity End-User Relief Act 
(H.R. 238), sponsored by Rep. 
Michael K (3onaway, R-Texas. 
The bill would exempt end-
users of commodities such as 
fossil fuels and grains fix)m 
certain regulatory require­
ments for swaps futures con­
tracts, and require the Com­
modity F\itures TY-ading Com­
mission to make cost-benefit 
analyses of its proposed 
rules. 

The vote, on Thursday, was 
' 239 yeas to 182 nays. 

Voting no; Kuster, Shea-
Porter 

Senate 
Health Care Reform: The 

Senate has rejected a motion 
to waive a budgetary point of 
order against an amendment 
sponsored by Sen. Dean 
Heller, R-Nev., to a bill (S. 
Con. Res. 3), to set forth a 
government budget for fiscal 
2017. The amendment would 
have provided for repealing 
the Affordable Care Act, and 
replacing it with a new health 
care reform law. 

The vote to waive the point 
of order, on Wednesday, was 
51 yeas to 47 nays, with a 
three-fifths mjgority required 
to waive. 

Voting no: Maggie Hassan, 

a Democrat; Jeanne Shaheen, 
a Democrat 

Importing Drugs From 
Cana^: The Senate has re­
jected an amendment spon­
sored by Sen. Amy Klobuchar, 
D-Minn., to a bill (S. Con. Res. 
3), to set forth a government 
budget for fiscal 2017. The 
amendment would have es­
tablished a reserve fund for 
the piupose of allowing the 
importation of drugs ^m 
Canada by pharmacists, 
wholesalers and consumers 
with valid prescriptions. 

The vote, on Wednesday, 
was 46 yeas to 52 nays. 

Voting yes: Hassan, Sha­
heen 

2017 Budget Plan: The 
Senate has passed a bill (S. 
Con. Res. 3), sponsored by 
Sen. Mike Enzi, R-^^^o., to set 
forth a government budget for 
fiscal 2017, and outline budget 
levels for fiscal 2018 throu^ 
fiscal 2026. Enzi said the bud­
get's plan to repeal and re­
place the health care reform 
law was needed to quickly "fix 
the damage" done by soaring 
health insurance costs and 
declining insurance and 
health care choices for con­
sumers and institute a "pa-
tient-centered health care 
system that gives hard-work-
ing Americans access to qual­
ity, affordable care." 

An opponent. Sen. Tom 
Carper, D-Del., said it was not 

sensible to repeal heath care 
reform without first preparing 
a new law that will give Amer­
icans a similar opportunity to 
buy affordable, comprehen­
sive health insurance. 

The vote, on Wednesday, 
was 51 yeas to 48 nays. 

Voting no: Hassan, Sha­
heen 

Exemption For Defense 
Secretary: The Senate has 
passed a bill (S. 84), spon­
sored by Sen. John McCain, 
R-Ariz., to provide an exemp­
tion from the requirement 
that a person named Defense 
Secretary not have served as 
a military office within the 
past 7 years. The exemption 
would open the way for re­
cently retired general James 
Mattis to be confirmed by the 
Senate. A supporter. Sen. Su­
san M. Collins, R-Maine, said 
Mattis merited the exemption 
because of "his exceptional 
character and competence 
and his remarkable skills and 
ability." 

An opponent. Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand, D-N.Y, said that 
by eroding the principle of 
civilian control of the military, 
the exemption would diminish 
"a fundamental constitutional 
principle" and enable the 
politicization of the military's 
officer ranks. 

The vote, on Thursday, was 
81 yeas to 17 nays. 

Voting yes: Hassan, Sha­
heen 
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