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SODIUM NITRITE. EFFECT OF
INOSITOL HEXAPHOSPHATE
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Veterans Administration Medical Center and
University ofArkansas forMedical Sciences

Little Rock, Arkansas 72206

ABSTRACT

Native and modified hemoglobin, myoglobin and a and phemoglobin subunits were oxidized
by sodium nitrite at pH 6. The experiments were carried out under oxy and deoxy conditions
withand without inositol hexaphosphate (IHP).

Itis shown (a) that under oxy condition low concentration of IHP inhibits the oxidation of
native hemoglobin only. However, high concentration of IHP inhibits the oxidation of both
myoglobin and modified hemoglobin (digested or 0-93-SH groups blocked). This inhibition is
partially counteracted by high oxygen pressure, (b) Under deoxy condition the oxidation rates
of all hemeproteins studied are significantly faster than that ofnative hemoglobin. IHPinhibits
the oxidation of all except the myoglobinand hemoglobin subunits.

It is concluded that although the IHP inhibitory effect on hemoglobin oxidation by nitrite
can be explained by the shift of the R^T conformational equilibrium towards T conformation,
some other structural changes such as alteration inmolecular surface charges must occur to
account for the effect of IHPon the oxidation of heme proteins devoid of heme-heme interaction.

INTRODUCTION

Hemoglobin oxidation by agents such as potassium ferricyanide,
hydrogen peroxide and copper is significantly faster inthe deoxy (T)
than in the oxy (R) conformation. On the contrary, the oxidation of
hemoglobin by sodium nitrite is inhibited by both deoxygenation and
inositol hexaphosphate (IHP) which shift the molecular conforma-
tional equilibriumtowards Tconformation.

The hemoglobin oxidation by sodium nitrite has been known for
over a century (Gamgee, 1869). Although during this time many
aspects of the reaction have been studied (Meir, 1925, Jaenig and
Jung, 1970), its exact mechanism is not fullyunderstood. The dis-
covery of the effect oforganic phosphate on the functional properties
of hemoglobin has stimulated more workinthis area.

Ithas been assumed, although not directlyproven, that the inhibi-
tory effect of IHPon the oxidation reaction is related to the stabiliza-
tion of the T conformation (Tomoda, et al., 1977). However, block-
age of0-93-SH groups byiodoacetamide whichconserves most of the
heme-heme interaction (Taylor, et al., 1966), accelerates the oxida-
tion reaction under deoxy condition leaving the inhibitory effect of
IHP intact (Mansouri, 1979). This work was undertaken to explore
further the mechanism of this reaction.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Alloxidation reactions were carried outat 25°C. Allbuffers con-
tained 10~ 4 M ethylenediamintetraacetic acid (EDTA). The hemo-
globin samples were stripped oforganic phosphates by the method of
Antonini (Antonini and Brunori, 1971). The following chemicals
were obtained from Sigma Chemical Co., St. Louis, MO: bis (2-
hydroxyethyl) iminotris (hydroxymethyl) methane or bis-tris, di-
isopropylfluorophosphate-treated carboxypeptidase A (CPA),
catalase, dl-dithiothreitol, 5,5'-dithiobis-(2-nitrobenzoic acid),
iodoacetamide, p-chloro-mercuribenzoate (PCMB) and sperm whale
myoglobin. Inositol hexaphosphate (IHP) was purchased from P-L
Biochemicals, Milwaukee, WI.

Hemoglobin A was purified from freshly drawn human citrated
blood by ion exchange chromatography (Winterhalter and Huehns,
1964) (600 X 25 mm column for 20 ml of blood). Pure fractions were
concentrated and dialyzed against 0.05 Mtris buffer at pH8.6.

Hemoglobin a and p subunits were isolated by the method ofBucci
and Fronticelli (1965) except that the regeneration of the

—
SH

groups was carried out by incubation of a-PCMB and 0-PCMB with
20 mM dithiothreitol under nitrogen for30 min in the presence of
catalase (Ikeda-Saito, 1977). The purity of the subunits was checked
by cellulose acetate electrophoresis (Marengo-Rowe, 1965).

Commercial sperm whale ferricmyoglobin was dissolved in 2-3 mis
of0.05 Mbis-tris buffer atpH 6. Slight molar excess ofsodium dithio-
nite/heme was added to reduce the heme iron. The sample was then
applied ona G-25 spehadex column (300 X 12 mm) equilibrated with
the same buffer to eliminate the excess ofdithionite.

The blockage of /?-93 cysteine residues was carried outatpH 7.8 in
the presence of 10 fold molar excess of iodoacetamide/heme. Then
the sample was incubated in the dark at 20°C (Winterbourn and
Carrell, 1977). Itwas applied on cellulose acetate electrophoresis to
prevent significant chain separation. The absence of the free thiol
groups was tested by Ellman's method (1959).

Hemoglobin was digested by CPA followingexactly the method de-
scribed by Moffat(1971). The product of digestion was applied first
on a G-25 Sephadex column, to free it from small molecules, and
then on cellulose acetate electrophoresis, to demonstrate its homo-
geneity. No amino acid analysis was carried out on the portion con-
taining the car boxy termini.

Two mlof 0.2 mM native ormodified hemoglobin, myoglobin or
hemoglobin subunits in 0.05 Mbis-tris buffer, pH 6, was placed in aI
cm light path quartz cuvette. Twenty >A of20 mMsodium nitrite solu-
tion (heme/nitrite molar ratio = 2) was added with a micropipette
(Corning, Corning, New York)and mixed immediately. The increase
of light absorbance at 631 nm (proportional to methemoglobin for-
mation) was monitored by a double beam Beckman spectrophotom-
eter, model 35, at 25°C with the recorder started when the sodium
nitrite was added. Allexperiments under deoxy condition were car-
ried outina 1cm lightpath tonometer. The hemoglobin solution was
deoxygenated using a high vacuum pump by the method of Rossei-
Fanelli and Antonini (1958). Spectrum between 700-500 nm was ob-
tained to ascertain complete deoxygenation. One hundred \A of4 mM
sodium nitrite solution previously deoxygenated by nitrogen wash
was injected into the tonometer with a microsyringe (Hamilton.
Reno, NV)but not yet mixed with hemoglobin. Further vacuum was
applied to eliminate any oxygen that entered during the injection
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process. The tonometer was brought to 25°C, and the two solutions
were mixed vigorously while the recorder wasstarted simultaneously.
The reaction was followed spectrophotometrically at 631 nm.

RESULTS

Oxidation of Oxyhemoglobln and Oxymyoglobln With and Without
IHP.

Hemoglobin and myoglobin were oxidized inair withand without
varying concentration of IHP. Figures 1 and 2 show that the oxida-
tion rate of myoglobin is slower than that ofhemoglobin. IHPinhibits
the oxidation reaction. The inhibition depends on the concentration
ofIHP for both hemeproteins. However, for the same degree of inhi-
bition a much lower concentration of IHPis needed for hemoglobin.

Effect of HighOxygen Pressure onOxidation.
Because of marked difference in oxidation rate of hemoglobin

under oxy and deoxy conditions, the effect of high concentration of
oxygen was tested. Figures 3 and 4 show the oxidation kinetics of
hemoglobin and myoglobin in air and under one atmosphere of
oxygen. High oxygen pressure notonly accelerates the rate ofoxida-
tion, but also partially counteracts the inhibitory effect of IHPon the
hemoglobin oxidation.

Figure 1. Oxidation ofoxyhemoglobin (nitrite/heme molar ratio =

2 in all experiments) with no IHP(a) and inthe presence ofIHP/heme
molar ratio of0.1 (b);0.2 (c);and 1.0 (d).

Oxidation of ModifiedHemoglobins Under Deoxy Condition.
Two types of modified hemoglobin, iodoacetamide reacted hemo-

globin withnormal heme-heme interaction, and carboxypeptidase A
digested hemoglobin with little or no heme-heme interaction, were
oxidized under deoxy condition. Figure 5 shows that both of these
hemoglobins are oxidized rapidly under deoxy condition (unlike
native hemoglobin), but the addition of IHP inhibits both reactions
(likenative hemoglobin).

Oxidation of Myoglobin and Hemoglobin Subnnlts Under Deoxy
Condition With and Without IHP.

Because of similarity of myoglobin and hemoglobin subunits and
the lack of heme-heme interaction, these heme proteins were oxi-
dized under deoxy condition inthe absence of IHP(Fig. 6)and in the
presence of IHP (Fig. 7). Due to precipitation of a PCMB and a
chains in the presence of IHP, the oxidation of these subunits could
not be carried out with IHP. Inboth figures the oxidation curve of
native hemoglobin isinserted forcomparison.

Figure 3. Oxidation of oxyhemoglobin in air and under 1.0 atmos-
phere ofoxygen with and without IHP. IHP/heme molar ratio =0.5.
Note that oxygen increases the rate of the oxidation reaction as well
as offsets largely the inhibitoryeffect of IHP.

P'gure 2. Oxidation of oxymyogiobin with no IHP (a) and in the
presence ofIHP 'heme molar ratioof 0..S (b):1.0 (c): and 5 (d).

Figure 4. Oxidation of oxymyogiobin under exactly same condi-
tions as inFigure 3.
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TIME(min.)
Figure 5. Oxidation of modified hemoglobin (CPA digested) under
deoxy conditions without IHP (a) and withIHP (a' ).Curves (b) and
(b
'
) represent oxidation of hemoglobin with(/?-93-SH groups blocked)

without and with IHPrespectively. IHP/heme molar ratio =0.5.

Figure 6. Oxidation of deoxy hemoglobin, myoglobin and hemo-
globin subunits (No IHPadded). PMB =PCMB.

DISCUSSION

The results of this study clearly demonstrate that although small
amounts of IHP only inhibit the oxidation ofnative hemoglobin and
not ofmyoglobin, larger amounts inhibit the oxidation of the latter as
well. This suggests that although the inhibitory effect of IHP on
hemoglobin oxidation seems to be mediated by the shift of the
quarternary R^T conformational equilibrium as has been suggested
byTomoda (1977), other possible mechanisms can notbe ruled out.

In fact, the rapid oxidation of CPA digested hemoglobin under
deoxy condition by sodium nitrite emphasizes that the molecular
conformation is an important rate determining factor. Itis disturbing
that under deoxy condition, a small amount of IHPinhibits the oxida-
tion of this modified hemoglobin as well. In this regard one can only

Figure 7. Oxidation of deoxyhemoglobin, myoglobin and hemoglo-
bin0-subunits inthe presence of IHP.IHP/heme molar ratio =0.5.

assume that inspite of digestion of the /3-C-termini, there remains
perhaps some heme-heme interaction accounting for this effect.

Another important element also in favor of the R^T equilibrium
shift being responsible for the IHP effect is that oxygen not only sig-
nificantly increases the oxidation rate but it also partly counteracts
the inhibitoryeffect of IHP.Itshould be noted, however, that oxygen
can modify the rate of the oxidation by mechanism other than R^T
equilibrium shift, such as direct participation inthe oxidation as has
been reported by Kakizaki (1964), Smith (1970), Rodkey (1976) and
Wallace and Caughey (1975).

Although several factors suggest mechanisms other than the RZH
equilibrium shift to be responsible for the IHP effect on the oxida-
tion, none of them exclude the former. The most important among
these is the inhibitory effect of IHP on myoglobin oxidation. Itis to

be noted, however, that significantly larger amounts of IHP are
needed to bring about the same effect on myoglobin oxidation as that
on hemoglobin oxidation. The insensitivity of the oxidation rate of
iodoacetamide reacted hemoglobin (0-93-SH groups blocked) toIHP
under oxy condition is another factor which does not support the
R^T equilibrium shift as being the only mechanism explaining the
inhibitory effect of IHP on hemoglobin oxidation. Finally, it seems
that the addition ofa large amount ofIHP to the oxidation reaction
can be a nonspecific salt effect. But this is not the case because an
equivalent amount ofNaCl does not change the rate of the oxidation
reaction. However, the presence of5 units of heparin in the reaction
mixture inhibits significantly the oxidation rate (not shown here).

Itis concluded that although the inhibitoryeffect ofIHP on hemo-
globin oxidation can be explained mostly by the shift of the quater-
nary R^T equilibrium towards T conformation, some subtle struc-

tural changes other than R^T shift must occur to account for the
IHP effect on the oxidation of heme proteins devoid of heme-heme
interaction. These changes are rather specific for IHP or other
negatively charged molecules suggesting that the alteration of
molecular surface charges is a likelymechanism.

48

Journal of the Arkansas Academy of Science, Vol. 35 [1981], Art. 13

Published by Arkansas Academy of Science, 1981



r

Arkansas Academy of Science Proceedings, Vol.XXXV,1981 49

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The author wishes to thank Drs. KarlD. Straub and
Rudolf Flueckiger for their constructive criticism as
well as Ms. Carol A.Perry forher technical assistance,
and Ms. Wanda Stewart forher secretarial assistance.
This work was supported by Veterans Administration
Research funds, project #5545-002 and NIH Grant No.
5-RO1-AM20181-03. This work was presented at the
American Society ofBiological Chemists Meeting, New
Orleans, LA,June 1980.

LITERATURE CITED

ANTONINI,E. and M. BRUNORI. 1971. In hemoglobin and myo-
globin and their reactions with ligands. p. 246, North Holland
Publishing Company, Amsterdam.

BETKE, L., I.GREINACHER and O. TIETZE. 1956. Oxydation

menschlicher and tierischer Oxyhaemoglobine durch Natriumni-
trit. Naunyn-Schmiedebergs Arch. Exp. Pathol. Pharmakol.
229:220-232.

BROOKS, J. 1937. The action of nitrite on hemoglobin inthe absence
ofoxygen. Proc. R. Soc. Lond. B123:368-382.

BUCCI,E. and C. FRONTICELLI. 1965. New method for the prep-
aration of a and /? subunits ofhuman hemoglobin. J. Biol.Chem.
240(PC):551-552.

ELLMAN, G.L. 1959. Tissue sulfhydryl groups. Arch. Biochem.
Biophys. 82:70-77.

GAMGEE, A.1869. On the action of nitriteonblood. Philos. Trans.
R. Soc. 158:589-625.

FREENBERG, L. A.,D. LESTER and H. W. HAGGARD. 1943.
The reaction of hemoglobin withnitrite. J. Biol. Chem. 151:665-
673.

IKEDA-SAITO,M.,H.YAMAMOTO,K.IMAI,F. J. KAYNEand
T. YONETANI.1977. Studies on cobalt myoglobins and hemo-
globins. Preparation ofisolated chains containing cobaltous pro-
toporphyrin IX and characterization of their equilibrium and
kinetic properties of oxygenation and EPR spectra. J. Biol.
Chem. 252:620-624.

rNIG, G. R. and F. JUNG. 1970. Ueber die Reaktion swischen

Natriumnitrit und Haemoglobin. I.V.Umsetzung in Abwesenheit
vonSauerstoff. Acta. Biol.Med. Ger. 25:355-358.

rG, R. and H. REMMER. 1949. Ueber die Umsetzung zwischen
Nitrit und Haemoglobin. Naunyn-Schmiedebergs Arch. Exp.
Pathol. Pharmakol. 206:459-474.

rG,F.and R. KAHL.1967. Ueber die Reaktion zwischen Haemo-
globinund Natriumnitrit. Acta. Biol.Med. Ger. 19:853-869.

rG, F.and R.KAHL.1969. Ueber die Reaktion zwischen Haemo-
globinund Natriumnitrit. 3. Wasserstoffionenbilanz. Acta. Biol.
Med.Ger. 23:603-608.

KAKIZAKI,T., M.SATO and H. HASEGAWA. 1964. Oxidation
of oxyhemoglobin by sodium nitrite. Effects of various substances
upon the oxidation velocity of oxyhaemoglobin by sodium nitrite.
Ind.Health. 2:139-148.

LEMBERG, R. and J. W. LEGGE. 1949. In hematin compounds
and bile pigments, p. 514, Interscience Publishers, Inc., New
York.

MANSOURI, A. 1979. Oxidation of human hemoglobin by sodium
nitrite - effect of /?-93 thiol groups. Biochem. Biophys. Res.
Comraun. 89:441-447.

MARENGO-ROWE, A.J. 1965. Rapid electrophoresis and quantita-
tion of haemoglobins on cellulose acetate. J. Clin. Pathol.
18:790-792.

MARTIN,H. and T.H.J. HUISMAN. 1963. Formation of ferrihae-
moglobin of isolated human haemoglobin types by sodium nitrite.
Nature, 209:898-899.

MEIR, R. 1925. Studien ueber Methaemoglobinbildung. VII.Nitrit.
Naunyn-Schmiedebergs Arch.Exp. Pathol. Pharmakol. 110:241-
264.

MOFFAT, J. K.1971. Structure and functional properties of chem-
icallymodified horse hemoglobin. X-ray studies. J. Mol.Biol.
58:79-88.

RODKEY, F.L. 1976. Amechanism for the conversion of oxyhemo-
globin tomethemoglobin by nitrite. Clin. Chem. 22:1986-1990.

ROSSEI-FANELLI, A.and E. ANTONINI.1958. Studies on the oxy-
gen and carbon monoxide equilibria of human myoglobin. Arch.
Biophys. Biochem. 77:478-492.

SMITH, R.P. 1970. Some features of the reaction between cobalt-
nitrite and hemoglobin. Toxicol. Appl.Pharmacol. 17:634-647.

TAYLOR,J. F., E. ANTONINI,M. BRUNORI and J. WYMAN.
1966. Studies on human hemoglobin treated with various sulfhy-
drylreagents. J. Biol.Chem. 241:241-248.

TOMODA, A., S. H. MATSUKAWA,M. TAKESHITA and
Y.YONEYAMA.1977. Effect of organic phosphates on methe-
moglobin reduction by ascorbic acid. Biochem. Biophys. Res.
Commun. 74:1469-1474.

WALLACE, W. J. and W. S. CAUGHEY. 1975. Mechanism for the
autoxidation of hemoglobin by phenols, nitrite and "oxidant"
drugs. Peroxide formation by one electron donation to bound
dioxygen. Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun. 62:561-567.

WINTERBOURN, C. C. and R. W. CARRELL. 1977. Oxidation of
human haemoglobin by copper. Mechanism and suggested role
of the thiol group ofresidue 0-93. Biochem. J. 165:141-148.

WINTERHALTER,K.H. and L.R. HUEHNS. 1964. Preparation,
properties, and specific recombination of <j ft globin subunits.
J. Biol.Chem. 239:3699-3706.

49

Journal of the Arkansas Academy of Science, Vol. 35 [1981], Art. 13

http://scholarworks.uark.edu/jaas/vol35/iss1/13


	Journal of the Arkansas Academy of Science
	1981

	Oxidation of Native and Modified Hemoglobin and Myoglobin by Sodium Nitrate. Effect of Inositol Hexaphosphate
	Ali Mansouri
	Recommended Citation


	OXIDATIONOF NATIVE AND MODIFIED HEMOGLOBIN AND MYOGLOBIN BY SODIUM NITRITE. EFFECT OF INOSITOL HEXAPHOSPHATE

