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ABSTRACT 

 

This thesis focus on high voltage direct current (HVdc) energy transmission using modular 

multilevel converter (MMC) based terminals. It provides a brief comparison between different 

HVdc technologies, focusing on voltage source converters (HVdc-VSC) with the MMC-based 

terminal emerging as the topology of choice for ratings less than 1 GW. The controllers for a 

two-terminal HVdc-link are analyzed and Matlab/Simulink™ simulation models are presented. 

The simplified models and full Matlab/Simulink™ based model are used to select the gains for 

the MMC controllers. Simulation results carried out on the full model validated the proposed 

methodologies. A new control technique that eliminates the voltage sensors on the grid side 

normally used to synchronize the MMC-based terminal with the grid is proposed. The 

performance of proposed technique was evaluated through Matlab/Simulink™ simulations by 

considering inverter operation.  The sensorless technique is able to synchronize a MMC-based 

inverter terminal to a grid under non-ideal conditions as well to accurately detect changes in the 

grid voltages. Finally, an analysis of the impact that a 15-kV SiC IGBT would have on HVdc 

MMC-based terminals is presented.  The analysis evaluates parasitic inductances within the sub-

module (SM) of an MMC, changes on the required SM capacitance, and impact on the voltage 

waveform THD. The evaluations showed that the 15-kV SiC IGBT would be only suitable if the 

module is rated 400 A or greater. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Brief History of HVdc Energy Transmission 

The idea of using high voltage direct current (HVdc) systems for energy transmission is not 

new. The first energy distribution systems in the USA were direct current (dc) systems since 

lines were short. The dc systems in the USA were challenged by the alternate current (ac) 

systems at the end of the 1880’s in what is known as the “War of the Currents” [1]. At that time, 

the dc power had to be generated close to where it was consumed, since the generated voltages 

were relatively low, so long distance transmission was not possible. Furthermore, increasing or 

decreasing the dc voltage was also not possible, so loads that required a different voltage needed 

separate generating sources. These were some of the technical reasons that led ac systems to 

become the most practical choice for energy transmission at that time.  

In the early 1920’s, the limitations of the ac systems over long distances and for submarine 

cables were recognized. It was not until 1954 that the first commercial HVdc project was built 

because of the maturity and commercial availability of mercury arc valves [2]. This first HVdc 

project was built to transport electric power between the Sweden mainland and the island of 

Gotland, and had a power rating of 20 MW. In 1970, the HVdc link of the island of Gotland was 

upgraded to handle 30 MW of power. To make this upgrade possible, the system was re-

engineered using the first thyristors valves for a commercial HVdc project. In 1997, the first 

project using voltage source converters (VSC) based on IGBT’s was commissioned to ABB [3]. 
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Since 1997 several HVdc terminals using VSC have been built around the world. In 2003 a 

new topology was proposed for terminals using VSC technology. This topology was called the 

modular multilevel converter (MMC) [4]. With the coming of the MMC and the technological 

advances in semiconductor devices, HVdc has become a feasible technology for integrating 

renewable energies with power grids all over the world [5]. Recently, Europe has been planning 

a dc grid, to interconnect different sources of energy and increase the stability of the regional 

grid [6]. 

1.2 History HVdc in the United States of America 

The first HVdc project in the USA, built in 1932 by General Electric Company, was an 

experimental station located between Mechanicville and Schenectady, NY [7]. It was not until 

1970, however, that the first commercial HVdc project was commissioned: the Pacific DC 

Intertie. The goal of this project was to connect the hydro-electric power in the state of Oregon 

with the load centers in Los Angeles, CA. The Pacific DC Intertie was the first of many other 

HVdc projects in the USA. Among these other projects is the Quebec – New England 

Transmission, which has two stages. The first stage has two stations located between Sherbrook, 

Quebec (Canada) and Monroe, New Hampshire (USA). Stage two included three additional 

terminals to the connection. This made the Quebec – New England Transmission the only multi-

terminal HVdc project in the USA [8].  

Soon after the Quebec – New England additional terminals were finished, the Trans-Bay 

Cable project was built, and started its operations in 2010 between San Francisco, CA, USA and 

Pittsburg, CA, USA, becoming the first project in the USA to use a modular multilevel converter 

(MMC), utilizing HVdc-VSC based terminals [9]. The location of the HVdc projects in the USA 
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as of February 2013 is shown in Fig. 1.1 [10]. More recently the “Tres Amigas” project has been 

awarded to Alstom to implement a 750 MW VSC-HVdc project [11].  

1.3 Thesis Motivation 

The increasing penetration of renewable energy sources in power grids is expected to play a 

significant role in the future. In some cases, renewable energy sources such as wind are located 

off shore, and bringing this power to the mainland can be a challenge. 

One of the alternatives for solving these problems is using HVdc transmission whose use is 

not limited to integrating renewable energy sources into power grids; it can also interconnect two 

different grids between two countries.  

 

Fig. 1.1. HVDC Projects in the USA [12] 
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An example of a case where two countries’ power grids can be connected by an HVdc system 

is the plan to interconnect the grids of Panama and Colombia [13]. The author of this thesis was 

born and raised in Panama. The interconnection of Panama and Colombia will be the first HVdc 

project made in Panama and it is of great interest of the author to contribute towards the 

realization of this project. To contribute with the realization of this project, the author needs a 

deeper understanding of how HVdc technology works. This knowledge can be acquired by doing 

research and learning the state of the art in HVdc.  Therefore, simulations models are selected as 

a learning and research tool for gaining a deeper understanding in HVdc technologies.  

1.4 Thesis Objectives 

The main objective for this thesis is to analyze the different technologies used for transmitting 

power between two points, focusing on MMC-based HVdc systems. To accomplish the main 

objective, the enabling objectives are: 

• To familiarize the reader with modular multilevel converters for HVdc applications. 

• To build a simulation model of the interconnection of two ac-grids using an HVdc 

link.  Both terminals will be MMC-based. The terminals will be placed in Panama and 

Colombia to represent the planned interconnection between these two countries [13]. 

• To implement a sensorless control technique for connecting the MMC-based inverter 

terminal with the grid. This technique eliminates the grid-side voltage and current 

sensors used to synchronize an MMC-based terminal with a grid. 

• To analyze the impact of a high voltage device on MMC-based terminals for HVdc 

applications, with a focus on SiC IGBT’s. 
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1.5 Thesis Organization 

To achieve the main objective of this thesis the following chapters are proposed: 

• Chapter Two presents the reasons for using HVdc transmission. Different HVdc 

technologies are compared and analyzed. The principles of operation of the MMC and 

the selection of the passive components are also detailed in this chapter. 

• Using Chapter’s Two background theory, Chapter Three shows a methodology to 

calculate the various for the controllers of an HVdc systems as wells as the controllers 

to control the capacitor voltages and circulating currents within the MMC-based 

terminal using simplified Matlab/Simulink™ models. 

• Using the controllers presented in Chapter Three, Chapter Four presents a full 

Matlab/Simulink™ based simulation model of a two-terminal HVdc link and 

implements a sensorless control technique to connect the inverter terminal of an HVdc 

system with a grid. The performance of this sensorless control technique is evaluated 

under ideal and non-ideal grid conditions [14].  

• Chapter Five explains the impact of a high voltage, fast switching device in the MMC 

realization. The study includes the impact on the number of sub-modules required, the 

capacitance of the sub-module, and the possible impacts in the THD of the system 

[15]. 

• Chapter Six summarizes the work done, presents the conclusions of the research and 

recommendations for future work are presented as well. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

HIGH VOLTAGE DIRECT CURRENT ENERGY TRANSMISSION 

 

Abstract 

This chapter explains the advantages of HVdc transmission over HVac transmission and 

provides a comparison between different HVdc technologies focusing on HVdc-VSC, more 

specifically in modular multilevel converters (MMC). Some of the advantages of the MMC over 

others HVdc-VSC topologies are presented and the fundamental principles of operation of the 

MMC are explained. With the information presented in this chapter the reader should be able to 

have a basic understanding of the different classifications within HVdc technologies and the 

fundamental operating principles of MMC. 

2.1 Introduction 

When compared with high voltage alternate current (HVac) energy transmission, HVdc has 

several advantages that can be summarized as follows [1]-[3] : 

• No technical limit for underwater cable distances. 

• More power capability per cable. 

• Lower losses per line; 20% less losses when compared to a HVac line. 

• Power transmission over long distances. 

• Does not require synchronous operation; can connect to ac systems with any frequency. 

• Does not increase the short-circuit current of the switchgear of the connecting ac systems. 

• It is possible to use the ground as a return path; therefore, each conductor could be 

controlled as an independent circuit. 
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These advantages over HVac have made HVdc the technology of choice for transmitting 

power over long distances and for offshore transmission. After choosing HVdc, the next stage is 

to choose the converter technology for implementing the HVdc system. The specific 

technologies are line-commutated current-source converters (CSCs or HVdc-CSC), and voltage 

source converters (VSCs or HVdc-VSC) [1]. This Chapter provides a detailed explanation and 

comparison of the above two technologies and analyzes, in particular, the topology of the MMC. 

2.2 Current-Source Converters 

This is the oldest and most used technology in HVdc systems [4] and is currently the most 

cost-effective alternative for power ratings over 1.2 GW 0.  This technology employs thyristors 

as switches to change from ac to dc, or vice versa. The thyristors are configured as a three-phase, 

full-wave bridge rectifier as shown, in its simplest form, in Fig. 2.1. This configuration is also 

known as a six-pulse bridge, named after the harmonic ripple it produces, which is six times the 

fundamental frequency on the ac voltage side. The inverter topology is similar. To mitigate the 

harmonics effects and reduce the size of the ac filters, a twelve-pulse configuration can be used. 

The twelve-pulse configuration consists of two six-pulse arrangements connected to Y–Y and Y–

∆ transformers, as shown in Fig. 2.2. Filters are placed at both sides of the rectifier to mitigate 

the switching noise. The ac-side filters are also used to provide reactive power to the converter. 

Rectifier and inverter operation demand reactive power from the ac system due to the 

commutation process; this can be described as the current transfer between phases due to the 

thyristors switching [6]. Therefore, the ac current lags the voltage during the converters normal 

operation. The ac system connected to the CSC has to provide the reactive power to the CSC if 

the ac filters are unable. Thus, the CSC is required to be connected to a strong ac system to keep 

its stability. 
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Fig. 2.1. Six-pulse rectifier 

 

Fig. 2.2. Twelve-pulse rectifier 
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In order to connect to weaker ac systems, series capacitors are connected between the 

transformers and the valves to compensate for the reactive power; these are known as capacitor-

commutated converters (CCCs).  

The controllers of the CSCs or CCCs can only control the active power, and in order to 

change the power flow, the polarity of the terminals must be reversed. The filters required for an 

HVdc-CSC link to operate are very bulky and take up most of the space in the HVdc substation, 

up to 75%. These are some of the drawbacks of the HVdc-CSC links which, despite these 

drawbacks, are widely used in the USA and around the world to transmit high amounts of energy 

over long distances. The popularity of HVdc-CSC links is due to the maturity of the technology. 

This was the first engineering solution proposed by the manufactures, such as ABB 0. When 

HVdc-CSC was first proposed, mercury valves where used as switches [7]. Each switching 

position requires several series-connected switches to satisfy the voltage isolation requirements. 

Voltage isolation and current capability make thyristors the best switch for a high power HVdc-

link.  

2.3 Voltage-Source Converters 

To overcome the limits in the controllability of the HVdc-CSC, it is necessary to be able to 

control the turn-on and turn-off of the switches. The VSC uses IGBTs to control the turn-on and 

turn-off of the switch, and the IGBTs are voltage controlled using pulse width modulation 

(PWM). The VSCs are able to control active and reactive powers independently, and can be 

controlled as a synchronous generator [6]. Fig. 2.3 presents a simplified three-phase, two-level 

VSC.  It is called two-level because it produces two different ac voltage levels when it is 

working as an inverter: + ����  and − ���� , using the midpoint of the dc bus as the reference. 
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However, the two-level VSC still requires bulky filters at the output. To overcome this 

limitation, multilevel converters were proposed [8]. The main multilevel converter topologies 

are: diode-clamped multilevel converter, flying capacitor multilevel converter and modular 

multilevel converter [9]. The latter is preferred by manufacturers due to the advantages given in 

Section 2.4. HVdc-VSC terminals using MMC are compared to the HVdc-CSC terminals in 

Table 2.1 [2]. 

Currently it is not economically to make an HVdc-link over 1.5 GW using HVdc-VSC so, all 

of the projects that are over this power rating use HVdc-CSC technology. Likewise, a new 

project below 1.5 GW is expected to use the HVdc-VSC technology. Currently, the two 

technologies coexist together, and some HVdc links have been changed from HVdc-CSC to 

HVdc-VSC for increased controllability [11]. 

 

Fig. 2.3. Simplified voltage source converter topology 
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Table 2.1 . HVdc-CSC and HVdc-VSC Comparison [2], [10] 

HVdc-CSC HVdc-VSC 

Advantages Disadvantages Advantages Disadvantages 

Low cost 
High harmonics 

content 
Low harmonic 

content 
Higher cost 

High power rating 
Filters require a 

large area 
Control of active and 

reactive power 
Limited power rating 
due to power devices 

Reliable and robust 
Requires polarity 

reversal to change 
power flow 

No polarity reversal 
required to change 

power flow. 

Low overload capability 
due to power devices 

Low losses 
Multi-terminal is 
challenging to 

achieve 

Multi-terminal 
HVDC is accessible 

High losses due to high 
electronic component 

count 

Can suppress dc 
faults without a dc 

breaker 

Needs a high short 
circuit ratio (strong 

ac system) 

Smaller HVdc 
substations 

Requires a dc circuit 
breaker (depending on 

the topology) 

Well studied 
technology 

Not able to do a 
“black start” 

Able to do a “black 
start” 

 

 

Requires a 
synchronous voltage 

source 

Can work with weak 
AC systems  

 

2.4 Modular Multilevel Converter  

Due to the advantages mentioned over the other topologies. The MMC is selected as the 

topology for this work in HVdc applications.  The MMC topology is shown in Fig. 2.4, with the 

green dashed line showing one of the arms of the MMC and the blue dashed line showing one of 

the legs of the MMC. When compared to the HVdc-VSC topologies, mentioned in Section 2.3, 

the MMC has the following advantages [10]: 
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• Less expensive and faster fabrication process due to modular design. 

• It is easy to scale up to high voltages without adding extra complexity. 

• The rise time of dc-side fault currents is limited by the arm inductors. 

There have been three proposed topologies for the SM of a MMC. These topologies are: half-

bridge sub-module (HBSM), full-bridge sub-module (FBSM) and clamp-double sub-module 

(CDSM) [12]. The major limitation of the HBSM is that it is unable to block dc-side faults, but 

this can be overcome by the use of a dc-breaker like the one proposed in 0. The mayor 

advantages of the HBSM are the lower component count, when compared to the other SM 

topologies, and higher efficiency. For the reasons mentioned before, the HBSM is selected as the 

SM topology for the MMC. The HBSM has four possible current paths, as shown in Fig. 2.5. 

  

Fig. 2.4. Modular multilevel converter [12] 
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Fig. 2.5. SM Current Paths 

The blue lines indicate current flowing into the SM and the red lines indicate current flowing 

out of the SM. Currents flowing into the SM charge the capacitor and currents flowing out 

discharge the capacitor. 

2.4.1. Operation principles 

The MMC operates by inserting or bypassing the SM capacitor to form, in staircase shape, the 

output voltage waveform [14]. The capacitor is inserted when S1 is on, and bypassed when S2 is 

turned on. When both switches in the SM (i.e., S1 and S2) are off, the current flows through the 

freewheeling diodes. The operation of the MMC is illustrated in Fig. 2.6, using dc sources 

instead of capacitors and a selector. The selector inserts or bypasses dc sources according to the 

control algorithm of the MMC. The inserted dc sources produce a voltage output with a staircase 

form, as shown in Fig. 2.7. The six levels voltage waveform in Fig. 2.7 is produced with five 

SMs per arm of the MMC. 
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Fig. 2.6. MMC Representation [2] 

 

Fig. 2.7. Output Voltage of the MMC 
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2.4.2. Passive components of the MMC 

This section explains the process of selecting the values for the passive components, namely, 

the SM capacitor and the arm inductor, whose main functions are energy storage and limiting the 

circulating current, respectively. The selection of the SM capacitance and inductance values for 

the MMC has been discussed in [15]-[17], and this section is an explanation of what is presented 

in the literature.  

Assuming that the MMC has an infinite amount of SM and neglecting inductor La, the arms of 

the MMC can be replaced by ideal ac voltage sources as shown in Fig. 2.8, and the dc link can be 

considered as an ideal dc source. By applying Kirchhoff’s current law to Fig. 2.8, the arm current 

for one phase can be defined as [17]: 

��	
�� = 13 ��� + 12 ��
�� = 13 ��� + 12 ���sin
��� + �� (2.1) 

where �� is the fundamental frequency of the system in radians per second, φ is the phase shift 

between the voltage and the current, and  ��� is the peak phase current.  

 

Fig. 2.8. Ideal model of MMC 
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By applying Kirchhoff’s voltage law to Fig. 2.8, the arm voltage source can be defined as: 

��	
�� = 12��� − ��
t� = 12��� − ���sin
���� (2.2) 

For simplicity, (2.3) and (2.4) the relation between ac and dc variables as are defined as [16]: 

� = 32 ������ (2.3) 

 = 2 ������ (2.4) 

Introducing (2.3) and (2.4) into (2.1) and (2.2), respectively, gives: 

��	
�� = 13 ���!1 + � sin
��� + ��" (2.5) 

��	
�� = 12���!1 −  sin
����" (2.6) 

In order to calculate the power in the arm of the MMC, (2.5) and (2.6) are multiplied, 

yielding: 

 

#�	
�� = #��6 !1 + � sin
��� + ��"!1 −  sin
����" (2.7) 

where Pdc is defined by (2.8) 

#�� = ������ (2.8) 

Integrating (2.7) over half a period yields the total energy change ∆W in the arm of the MMC 

as follows: 

∆W = 2	P)*3	k�� cosφ /1 − 0k ∙ cosφ2 2�34/� (2.9) 

In order to obtain the energy change of the MMC SM, (2.9) is divided by the number of SMs 

per arm (N), yielding: 
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∆W67 = 2	P)*3	k��N cosφ /1 − 0k ∙ cosφ2 2�34/� (2.10) 

The energy stored in a capacitor is defined as: 

W = 129�� (2.11) 

By combining (2.10) and (2.11), the SM capacitance can be calculated as: 

967 = Δ;672<�67�  (2.12) 

where < is the capacitor voltage ripple factor in percentage and VSM is the SM voltage. The 

capacitors of the SM are charging and discharging during the normal operation of the MMC. 

This will create a voltage difference across the arm inductances that can be defined by [18]: 

��=> = ��� − 
��	 + ���� = 2?��@_� + 2B� CC� �@_� (2.13) 

�@� = �D	 + ���2  (2.14) 

where iz_a represents the circulating current between phases and Ra the arm resistance of the 

MMC. Neglecting the arm resistance, the voltage difference (2.13) can be approximated by: 

��=> = 2B� CC� �E_� (2.15) 

Then (2.15) can be used to determine the value of the arm inductance. If the inductance arm 

inductance is too low, the circulating current can become difficult to control; if selected too great 

��=> becomes too large and makes the voltages of the leg difficult to balance [15]. Using (2.14) 

and simulations, to fine tune the results, it was found that a value of 2% was a good compromise 

between the two tradeoffs.  
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2.4.3. MMC modulation strategies 

Different PWM strategies can be implemented to modulate the MMC.  Space vector 

modulation has been applied to three-level converters [19]. As the number of levels increases, 

the complexity of a space vector algorithm increases as well. For a high number of levels, the 

implementation of space vector modulation is very complex and requires high computational 

power. Another option is sinusoidal PWM (SPWM). For a multilevel SPWM, multiple triangular 

carriers are required. The number of triangular carriers is related to the number of levels of the 

converter. In the MMC, the number of carriers is equal to the number of SM per arm.  The 

carriers can be arranged in a level shifted disposition (LS-SPWM) or in a phase shifted 

disposition (PS-SPWM).  The LS-SPWM can be divided into three categories which are [20]: 

• In phase disposition (IPD) 

• Phase opposite disposition (POD) 

• Alternative phase opposite disposition (APOD) 

In a IPD LS-SPWM arrangement for a five-level control the carriers are spread in different 

levels between -1 and 1, as illustrated in Fig. 2.9. For the IPD, all the carriers are in phase, for the 

POD, the carriers are shifted 180° in their respective level, and for the APOD, the carriers above 

zero are in phase and 180° phase shift when compared to the carriers below zero. According to 

[15], PS-SPWM has a better performance in terms of harmonic distortion for MMC applications.  
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Fig. 2.9. Level Shifted PWM 

Therefore, the PS-PWM is selected to be used for the simulations of this thesis. The operation 

of PS-SPWM for a five-level control, with each triangular carrier controlling one of the switches, 

is presented in Fig. 2.10. The phase shift between the carriers is determined by: 

F	 = 	360H�  (2.15) 

where Nc is the number of carriers. Equation (2.15) in the time domain becomes: 

I� =	 1
H�J�� (2.16) 

 

0.02 0.025 0.03 0.035 0.04 0.045 0.05

-1

0

1
S

P
W

M

0.02 0.025 0.03 0.035 0.04 0.045 0.05

0

0.5

1

S
1

0.02 0.025 0.03 0.035 0.04 0.045 0.05

0

0.5

1

S
2

0.02 0.025 0.03 0.035 0.04 0.045 0.05

0

0.5

1

S
3

0.02 0.025 0.03 0.035 0.04 0.045 0.05

0

0.5

1

S
4

0.02 0.025 0.03 0.035 0.04 0.045 0.05

0

0.5

1

S
5



 

22 
 

 

 

Fig. 2.10. Phase Shifted PWM 

where fc is the triangular carrier frequency. Since the switches of the SM are complementary to 

each other, only one carrier is needed to control both switches. The SM on the top and bottom 

arm of a leg of the MMC operates in complementary manner as well [21]. 

The complementary operation of the SM on a leg means that the maximum amount of SM that 

can be on at any given time is N. The complimentary operation can be represented by: 

H = HKL = MNO + MPKQ (2.17) 

where HKL represents the number of SM that are inserted at any time in the MMC leg, MNO 

represents the number of SM that are inserted in the upper arm of the MMC, and MPKQ is the 

number of the SM that are inserted in the lower arm of the MMC.  
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Using the modulation scheme and concepts presented in this chapter, it is possible to simulate 

the operation of the MMC using an adequate simulation software package such as 

Matlab/Simulink™ or PSCAD®, the former is used for this thesis.  

2.5 Conclusions 

HVdc transmission has more advantages over HVac transmission that make it more suitable 

when it comes to transmitting power over long distances or underwater cables. Once HVdc has 

been selected, a study of the right HVdc technology for the HVdc terminal must be performed. 

Each HVdc technology (HVdc-CSC or HVdc-VSC) has its advantages and disadvantages 

depending on the application, with both technologies coexisting. 

Among the different HVdc-VSC topologies, the MMC has several advantages over the others 

making it an attractive solution for HVdc-VSC projects. Within the SM topologies for the MMC, 

the half-bridge it is the most efficient due to lower component count. The operation of the MMC 

produces a staircase shape output voltage that with a high number of levels reduces the THD of 

the output voltage is to the point of eliminating the necessity for ac-side filters.   

Chapter Three will analyze the SM capacitor voltage controllers and the controllers used for 

HVdc transmission using the MMC fundamental operating principles provided in this chapter.   
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CHAPTER THREE 

CONTROLLERS FOR A TWO-TERMINAL MMC-BASED HVDC 

TRANSMISSION SYSTEM  

 

Abstract 

The control of two terminal MMC-based HVdc system encompasses several controllers 

regulating the SM capacitor voltage, minimizing the circulating currents and transferring the 

desired active and reactive powers. This chapter analyzes the active and reactive power outer 

controllers, the dc-voltage outer controller, the current controller, and the SM capacitor voltage 

controllers and circulating current controller. The gains for the controllers are selected using 

simplified models, and Bode plots and step responses are used to evaluate the current and dc 

voltage controllers. 

3.1 Introduction 

Chapter Two provided the background to understand the MMC topology and the PS-SPWM 

algorithm controlling the switching devices. This chapter focuses on the controllers depicted in 

Fig. 3.1 for a two-terminal MMC-based HVdc transmission system. It is customary to control a 

two-terminal HVdc link by having the sending-end Terminal 1 controlling the dc-link voltage 

and reactive power, and the receiving-end Terminal 2 controlling the active and reactive powers 

injected into the receiving grid [1]. The associated controllers are indicated in Fig. 3.1 as “dc 

Voltage controller”, “Power controller” and “Current controller” for Terminal 1 and “Power 

controller” and “Current controller” for Terminal 2. In  addition, two other control  functions are
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Fig. 3.1. Typical control scheme of a two terminal HVdc-link
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important; namely, maintaining the SM capacitor voltages at their reference values, and 

controlling the circulating current to avoid system instabilities [2]. These two functions are 

accomplished by the “SM Capacitor voltage controller” block on each terminal. The “dc Voltage 

controller” and “Power controller” form the so-called outer controllers. The “Current controller” 

is the inner controller. 

The “abc/dq” block makes use of the Park’s Transformation [3] to transform from the abc 

stationary reference frame to a synchronously-rotating frame and its detailed Matlab/Simulink™ 

representation is given in Appendix A.1. The controllers are analyzed and their respective gains 

selected using the system whose parameters are given in Table 3.1 [4].  

3.2 Outer Controllers 

The outer controllers could be selected as: active power control, reactive power control, dc 

voltage control or ac voltage control. For this application, the following is selected [5]:  

• Terminal 1 (rectifier): dc voltage control and reactive power control 

• Terminal 2 (inverter): active power control and reactive power control 

Selecting these controllers allows for independent control of reactive power at each terminal. 

Terminal 1 regulates the dc-link voltage and Terminal 2 controls the power flow.  

Table 3.1.  HVdc system parameters [4] 

Parameter Vdc Vgrid1, Vgrid2 fo Lgrid1, Lgrid2 Rgrid1, Rgrid2 fsw 

Value ±200 kV 230 kV 60 Hz 28 mH 0.75 Ω 2 kHz 
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3.2.1 Active and reactive power controllers 

The active and reactive power controllers used in this thesis are based on the ones proposed in 

[6]. For a three-phase grid, the real instantaneous power is given by:  

#
�� = ?RS��TTTTU
��V?RSW�TTTU
��V + 	?RS�XTTTTU
��V?RSWXTTTU
��V + ?RS��TTTU
��V?RSW�TTU
��V (3.1) 

by means of the identity ?RSYV?RSZV = [\S�XV][\S�X∗V
�  and space phasor notation for vabc, and 

iabc, (3.1) is rewritten as:  

#
�� = ?RS��TTTTU
�� WU�
��V + ?RS��TTTTU
�� WU�
��∗V2 + ?R _�XTTTTU
�� WUX
��R`abc4 d + ?RS�XTTTTU
�� WUX
��∗V
2

+ ?R _��TTTU
�� WU�
��R`abc4 d + ?RS��TTTU
�� WU�
��∗V
2  

(3.2) 

For a three-phase balanced system Ra� + R`aefg + R`ahfg ≡ 0, then (3.2) becomes: 

#
�� = ?R _32 ��TTTTU
�� W�TTTU
��∗d (3.3) 

The same procedure can be applied to obtain the reactive power equation. The difference is 

that the imaginary part of S�U
�� WU
��V is used when deriving the reactive power equation: 

j
�� = �� _32 ��TTTTU
�� W�TTTU
��∗d (3.4) 

Equations (3.3) and (3.4) are written in the d-q synchronously-rotating frame as follows: 

#
�� = 32 k��_lm=�
����_lm=�
�� + �n_lm=�
���n_lm=�
��o (3.5) 

j
�� = 32 k−��_lm=�
���n_lm=�
�� + �n_lm=�
����_lm=�
��o (3.6) 

where Vd_grid, Vq_grid , id_grid  and id_grid are the voltages and the currents in the d-q axes, 

respectively. For steady-state conditions, with the d axis on Phase A, Vq_grid = 0. Therefore, (3.5) 

and (3.6) under steady-state conditions, are rewritten as: 
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#
�� = 32��_lm=�
����_lm=�
�� (3.7) 

j
�� = −32��_lm=�
���n_lm=�
�� (3.8) 

By inspection of (3.7) and (3.8), P(t) and Q(t) can be independently controlled by id_grid and 

iq_grid, respectively, since the grid voltage is constant. Considering the fast reference tracking 

provided by the inner current controller explained in Section 3.3, ��_lm=� ≈ ��_m\>	and �n_lm=� ≈
�n_m\>; therefore, #
�� ≈ #m\>
�� and Q
�� ≈ jm\>
��. Taking this assumption into account and 

knowing that under steady-state conditions Vd_grid is constant, the reference commands for idq can 

be written as: 

��_m\> = 23�� #m\>
�� (3.9) 

�n_m\> = − 23�� jm\>
�� (3.10) 

The control block diagrams of (3.9) and (3.10) generating the reference commands for the 

inner current controllers in Fig. 3.1 are shown in Fig. 3.2. The controllers for id_grid and iq_grid are 

the ones explained in Section 3.3.  

 

Fig. 3.2. Control block diagrams for the power controllers 
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3.2.2 DC voltage controller at Terminal 1 

The dc voltage controller for the MMC is based on the dc controller described in [7] that 

provides a current reference on the d-axis for inner current controller in order to maintain the 

voltage of the dc link constant, as shown in Fig. 3.1. Therefore, the dc-voltage controller forms 

the outer loop, and the current controller forms the inner loop. 

The controller was tuned first for a two-level rectifier and then implemented in the MMC-

based terminal. For a two-level rectifier, the transfer function that is used to control the dc 

voltage across the dc-link capacitor is given by [7], [8]: 

q��
s� = 1r9�� (3.11) 

where Cdc is the capacitance of the dc-link capacitor. The capacitance for a two-level rectifier is 

calculated taking into the account the tradeoffs between ripple attenuation, provided by a high 

capacitance, and system dynamics, given by a lower capacitance [8]. The capacitance was 

calculated to be 30 mF by using (3-7) of [8] for a starting point, and then fine tuning its value via 

simulations using the model presented in Appendix A.2. A PI controller is implemented to 

control the plant in (3.11), as illustrated by Fig. 3.3(a).  

  

Fig. 3.3. dc voltage controller block diagram with: (a) no prefilter added (b) a prefilter 

added 

Σ Vdc_ref
+

-

Vdc

PIΣ Vdc_ref
+

-
Prefilter

(a)

(b)

id_ref 1

sCdc

1

sCdc

id_ref

PI

Vdc



 

33 
 

The design objectives for the voltage PI controller were selected as a damping factor of ξ = 

0.707 and a bandwidth of 219 rad/s (35 Hz). Using the Matlab™ code presented in Appendix 

A.3 the calculated values for the gains of the PI controller are kp_dc = 9.3 Ω-1 and ki_dc = 1451 Ωs-1 

and its associated closed-loop Bode plot is shown in Fig. 3.4. The system represented by the 

solid line of Fig. 3.4 has no prefilter as in Fig. 3.3(a) and the crossover frequency is more than 

twice the desired design objective. The faster bandwidth can cause instability issues when the 

output of the dc voltage controller is connected to the inner current controller. Therefore, a 

prefilter is added to compensate for the dynamics of the system as shown in Fig. 3.3(b) and is 

calculated by [7]:  

Istuvwx
s� = 1
1 + s 0kykt 2

 
(3.12) 

where kp and ki are the proportional and integral gains of the controller, respectively. The system 

performance with the prefilter, is shown by the dashed line in Fig. 3.4. The crossover frequency 

is as desired once the prefilter is added.  

The prefilter improves the overshoot in the step response plot shown in Fig. 3.5. The response 

of the system in Fig 3.3(a) is plotted in a solid line, which has an overshoot of 20.8%. By adding 

the prefilter, the overshoot is reduced to 4.32%, as illustrated by the dashed line in Fig. 3.5. The 

addition of the prefilter increases the settling time from 0.022 s to 0.027 s (23%). This increase 

should not affect the performance of the controllers. 

3.3 Inner Current Control 

This section describes the current control equations described in [5], [7]-[10] and the tuning of 

the controller. For MMC-based terminals, this control technique assumes an infinite number of 

levels which  leads to sinusoidal  currents  and voltages  at the MMC ac output. Hence, the MMC  
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Fig. 3.4. Bode plot of the dc-voltage controller without prefilter (solid) and with prefilter 

(dashed) 

connection with the grid can be represented as in Fig. 3.6 and using Kirchhoff’s voltage law 

yields: 

�=Lz = Blm=� C�lm=�C� + ?lm=��lm=� + �lm=� (3.13) 
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Fig. 3.5. Step response of the dc-voltage controller without prefilter (solid) and with 

prefilter (dashed) 

 

Fig. 3.6. Single-phase schematic of an ideal MMC connected to a grid in inverter mode 
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By means of the Park’s Transformation [3], (3.13) can be written in a synchronously-rotating 

reference frame as: 

Blm=� CC� {��_lm=�| = ��_=Lz − ��_lm=� − ?lm=���_lm=� + Blm=��K�n_lm=� (3.14) 

Blm=� CC� {�n_lm=�| = �n_=Lz − �n_lm=� − ?lm=��n_lm=� − Blm=��K��_lm=� (3.15) 

where �K is the angular frequency of the grid, Lgrid is the grid inductance, vd_inv and vq_inv are the 

output voltages of the inverter in the d-q axes, and vd_grid and vq_grid are the grid voltages in the d-

q axes.  

The last terms in (3.14) and (3.15) show the typical cross-coupling term between the two 

axes; it must be eliminated in order to improve the system stability. This is accomplished by 

selecting inverter voltages as [7]: 

��_=Lz = ��} + ��_lm=� − Blm=��K�n_lm=� (3.16) 

�n_=Lz = �n} + �n_lm=� + Blm=��K��_lm=� (3.17) 

where ��}and �n} are the outputs of  PI controllers. 

By inserting (3.16) and (3.17) into (3.14) and (3.15), respectively, and working into the 

Laplace domain, the following transfer function is obtained for the d-axis:  

��_lm=���} = 1rBlm=� + ?lm=� (3.18) 

A similar equation may be obtained for the q-axis. Fig. 3.7 (a) shows the block diagram of the 

inner current controller for the d axis; the q axis can be represented similarly. The PI controller 

needs to be tuned to meet design requirements in terms of bandwidth and settling time for the 

system parameters in Table 3.1. The design requirements of the controller are set as follows [5]: 

• Damping factor of: ξ = 0.707 
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Fig. 3.7. Inner controller block diagram with: (a) no prefilter added (b) a prefilter added 

• Bandwidth of: 10 times the dc-voltage controller and smaller than 5 times the 

angular switching frequency 

The selected bandwidth for the controller is 2513 rads/s (400 Hz). This controller must be 

faster than the controller of Section 3.2 to decouple the dynamics of the state variables of both 

controllers. If the current controller is at least 10 times faster than the dc-voltage controller of the 

outer loop, then the current controller can be considered as an infinite bandwidth loop since it 

would be much faster than the outer loop [7]. Therefore, the current reference into the inner loop 

would change slowly enough so that the controller can track it without errors.  With the given 

values for the damping and bandwidth and using the Matlab™ code presented in Appendix A.3  

the calculated values for the PI controller gains are: kp_i = 99 Ω and ki_i = 1.77x105 
Ω/s.  

The closed-loop Bode plot of the system, shown in Fig. 3.8, is obtained using the calculated 

gains for the system of Fig. 3.7(a). The solid line in Fig. 3.8 corresponds to the system shown in 

Fig. 3.7(a); the dashed line corresponds to the system of Fig. 3.7(b). The crossover frequency of 
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the filter is added, the bandwidth of the system is 2510 rad/s, which is the desired design target. 

Similar to Section 3.2.2,  the prefilter also improves the step response of the system.  

In Fig. 3.9, the solid line shows the step response of the system of Fig 3.7(a), and the dashed 

line shows the response of the system with the prefilter added, see Fig. 3.7(b). The overshoot is 

reduced from 20.5% without a prefilter to 4.32% with the prefilter. The tradeoff of the prefilter is 

that the settling time increases by 21% with the prefilter. The system still responds fast enough to 

react  for  load  changes.  In Fig. 3.8  and  Fig. 3.9 the  system  is  stable  in  a  closed  loop  using  

 

Fig. 3.8. Bode plot of the inner current controller without prefilter (solid) and with prefilter 

(dashed) 
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Fig. 3.9. Step response of the inner current controller without prefilter (solid) and with 

prefilter (dashed) 

gains calculated for the controller. Therefore, these are the gains that will be used for the inner 

current controllers of the HVdc system illustrated in Fig. 3.10. The reference currents come from 

the controllers explained in Section 3.2. The two variables ��_=Lz and ��_=Lz are transformed into 

the abc frame by means of the inverse Park’s Transformation to generate �N∗ for the PS-PWM 

algortihm controlling the switching devices. 
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Fig. 3.10. Inner current controller for the MMC 
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• Arm average voltage balancing control 

The MMC Matlab/Simulink™ model used for selecting the gains of these three controllers is 

provided in Appendix A.4, as well as the blocks used for each controller implementation. 

 

3.4.1 Capacitor average voltage control 

It has been demonstrated that during normal operation, the charging and discharging of the 

capacitors in the MMC produces a voltage difference between the dc link and the phase legs 

[12]. This voltage difference is associated with a phase circulating current �@N that is illustrated in 

Fig. 3.11, which shows a single leg of an MMC. The phase circulating current is given by [2]: 

�@N
�� = �O	N
�� + �L	N
��2  (3.19) 

where �O	N
�� and �L	N
�� are the top and the bottom currents of phase “u”, which is the phase 

that the leg belongs to. 

If it is not controlled �@N raises the RMS value of the arms currents, thus, increasing the losses 

of the active and passive leg components, and creating disturbances during transients [12]. 

Reference [2] proposes to control the average capacitor voltage to generate a reference control 

�@N, as illustrated in Fig 3.12. The capacitor average voltage is represented by �~�		N, where “u” is 

phase that the leg belongs to. For simplicity, the voltage balancing technique is explained for just 

one phase, but the same technique is applied to the other two phases.  

The average capacitor voltage is calculated by: 

�~�	N = 12H���aN
��

a�	
 (3.20) 
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Fig. 3.11. Single-phase MMC leg 

 

Fig. 3.12. Block diagram of the capacitor average voltage control approach 
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be 
����� . Taking this into account, [1] proposes the following control approach:  
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�� =  	
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�~�	N∗ + �~�	N� C� (3.21) 
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��N
�� =  4
−�@N∗ + �@N� (3.22) 

where k1 and k2 are the proportional and integral gains of PI1, respectively, shown in Fig. 3.12 

and k3 is the proportional gain of P2 . A trial and error approach using the Matlab/Simulink™ 

model in Appendix A.4 was applied to select the gains starting with the values proposed in [10] 

(k1 = 0.3 A/V, k2 = 3 A/(Vs) and k3 = 1 V/A). After several tests, with different gains, the best 

results were obtained with the values proposed in [10]. There are two loops in this controller, as 

presented in Fig. 3.12.  

The output of the voltage loop produces the current reference �@N∗ necessary to force the 

average capacitor voltage to follow the reference the commanded voltage �~�	N∗ . The current loop 

forces the circulating current �@N to follow the reference command �@N∗ generated by the voltage 

loop. These two loops generate a voltage reference named ��N. This strategy controls the average 

capacitor voltage and the circulating current without affecting the control of the phase current 

[2], [10], [12]. 

3.4.2 Balancing control of the instantaneous capacitor voltage 

This controller forces the instantaneous voltage of the SM ��aN to follow the voltage reference 

��a	N∗ , and thus, makes sure that the SM voltages are balanced. This controller uses the polarity of 

the currents �O	N and �L	N to select the sign of the controller output. For the upper arm, the SM 

capacitors are charging and power is transferred into the SM capacitors when �O	N is positive, 

while the SM capacitors are discharging and power transferred out of the SM capacitors when 

�O	N is negative. The same is true for the lower arm. The control block diagram of this controller 

is presented in Fig. 3.13 and its equations are [2]: 
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Fig. 3.13. Individual capacitor voltage balancing control block diagram  

��a	N = ±1	 b	{��aN∗ + ��aN|; 	1:	�O	N > 0,−1:	�O	N < 0   (3.23) 

where ��aN∗  given by 
���� , since the arm SMs operate in a complementary way,  k4 is the 

proportional constant that is shown in Fig. 3.14. The value of the gain is selected with the same 

procedure as in Section 3.2.1. The conclusion of this process is that a gain k4 = 0.5, proposed in 

[10], works well for this controller. The model used for testing for this gain is provided in 

Appendix A.4. 

3.4.3 Arm average voltage balancing control 

Applying Routh-Hurwitz stability criterion to the previous two controllers provides that the 

system is unstable if the MMC operates as a rectifier [10]. To make the system stable for all 

operating modes, the controller shown in Fig. 3.14 is proposed in [10]. The control purpose is to 

minimize the difference between the average voltages of the upper �~�O	N and lower arm �~�L	N. The 

control law for this controller is as follows:  

								�@N = ±1	 �	{�~�O	N − �~�L	N|	�l	N
��; 			1:	�M�R��R�	��CR, −1: �R���J�R�	��CR (3.25) 

where �l	N
�� is the grid phase current corresponding to the arms being controlled and k5 is the 

proportional gain  of  the  controller,  selected  to be 0.5 A-1 [10], by using the same process as in  
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Fig. 3.14. Arm average voltage balancing control block diagram  

Section 3.2.1.  When the MMC is operating as an inverter, k5 is positive, and when is operating 

as a rectifier, k5 is negative [10].  

3.5 Voltage Reference Generation 

Once all the capacitor voltage controllers have been implemented, and the control voltages are 

produced by the current controllers, the reference voltage for switching the switches in a SM is 

formed as shown in Fig. 3.15. This reference voltage is the control voltage for the PS-PWM 

algorithm. Since the MMC arm operations are complementary, the references for the upper arm 

and the lower arm are also complementary.  In Fig. 3.15 �mOa	N is the control voltage for a SM 

capacitor in the upper arm and �mLa	N is the control voltage for a SM capacitor in the lower arm; 

these variables are given by:  

�mOa	N = ��N + ��aN + �@N + z�∗� + �����    (3.24) 

�mLa	N = ��N + ��aN + �@N − z�∗� + �����    (3.25) 

where ��N, ��aN  and �@N are given by the controllers explained in previous sections. The variable 

�N∗ is generated by the controller explained in Sections 3.3. The term 
�����  in (3.24) and (3.25) is a 

voltage feedforward term which corresponds to half of the nominal SM voltage; the nominal SM 

voltage  could  be  used  as  well. Making  use  of  simulations  it  was  determined  that using 
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Fig. 3.15. Reference voltage generation: (a) top arm, (b) bottom arm 

reduces the settling time of the overall capacitor voltage controller. The terms �mOa	N and �mLa	N 

are normalized by the instantaneous individual capacitor voltage, and then used as the control 

voltage for the PS-PWM to control the switching of the SMs. 

The Matlab/Simulink™ implementation of Fig. 3.15 together with the PS-PWM algorithm to 

control the switches is depicted in Appendix A.4.  

3.6 Conclusions 

Each of the controllers of the MMC-based HVdc terminal performs a different function and 

by the combination of all of them it is possible to control the active and reactive powers injected 

into a grid.  

For the capacitor voltage controllers, it is important to control the circulating current between 

the legs and the dc-link, to reduce losses and ensure system stability. The arm-balancing voltage 

control is required to make the capacitor voltage controllers stable under all operating modes of 

the terminal. 

Σ 

+

+
Σ 

+

+
Σ 

+

+

Σ 

+

+
Σ 

-

+
Σ 

+

+

vu*/N Vdc/(2N)

Vdc/(2N)

vxu

vyj u

vyj u

vrpj u

vrnj u

(a)

(b)

vxu

vu*/N

Σ 

+

+

Σ 
+

+

vz u

vz u



 

47 
 

For the current and dc voltage controllers, the use of prefilters improves the system bandwidth 

and step response. Both controllers have been designed for a transfer function modeling the 

functioning of an MMC and need to be validated by simulations. 

These controllers will be validated through system simulations in Chapter Four. The 

controllers will be also compared with a sensorless control technique for the inverter terminal 

that is described in Chapter Four. 
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APPENDIX A.1 

PARK’S TRANSFORMATION 

The Park’s Transformation is implemented in Matlab/Simulink™ using the blocks developed 

by Andres Escobar Mejia who is a PhD. candidate in the Electrical Engineering Department at 

the University of Arkansas. The Park’s Transformation is divided into two steps first it, the abc 

variables are transformed into the �� axes and then to the dq axes as follows:   

��� = I����X� = 23 ��
��1 −12 −12
0 √32 −√32 ��

�� ����X��� (1) 

��n = I�n���=	� cos	
�� sin	
��−sin	
�� cos	
��  ¡����¢ (2) 

where x is any variable in the abc frame; for the case illustrated in Fig. A.1 x can be either the 

grid currents or voltages. The grid angle � and is calculated with a phase locked loop (PLL) as 

shown in Fig. A.2. 

The gains used in the PLL PI controller are kp = 2 and ki = 0.1 and w is the grid ideal angular 

frequency, 377 rad/s.   

The inverse Park’s Transformation is also done in two steps as follows: 

��� = I�n`	��n=	�cos	
�� −sin	
��sin	
�� cos	
��   ¡���n¢ (3) 

��X� = I��`	��� =
��
��
� 1 0
−12 √32
−12 −√32 ��

��
�
¡����¢ (4) 
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Fig. A.1. Park’s Transformation implemented in Matlab/Simulink™ 

 

Fig. A.2. PLL to calculate α implemented in Matlab/Simulink™ 

The Matlab/Simulink™ of the inverse Park’s Transformation is done as depicted in Fig. A.3.  
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Fig. A.3. Reverse Park’s Transformation implemented in Matlab/Simulink™ 
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APPENDIX A.2 

TWO-LEVEL RECTIFIER MODEL 

The Matlab/Simulink™ model used for tuning the capacitor value for a two-level rectifier is 

exemplified in Fig. A.3. 
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Fig. A.3. Two level rectifier as modeled in Matlab/Simulink™
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APPENDIX A.3 

MATLAB™ CODE FOR CALCULATING THE CONTROLLER GAINS 

This appendix presents  the Matlab™ code written to calculate the gains of the dc-voltage and 

current controllers explained in Chapter Three. For the dc-voltage controller the following code 

was used: 

%% Vdc ontrol % 

C = 30e-3; %dc capacitance 
Gdc = tf(1,[C 0]); %dc cap transfer function 

  
% To calculate the gains of the Vdc controller % 
damp=sqrt(2)/2; %damping 
fcdc=40; %controller natural frequency in Hz, must be at least wn/10 
wndc=2*pi*fcdc; %controller natural frequency in rad/s 
kidc=C*wndc^2; %integral gain of current controller 
kpdc=2*damp*wndc*C; %proportional gain of current controller 
Cdc=tf([kpdc kidc],[1 0]); %Vdc controller tf 

  
% Pre-filter % 
Fdc=tf(1,[kpdc/kidc 1]); %pre-filter tf to minimize overshoot 
controller = feedback(Gdc*Cdc,1); 
controller_pre = Fdc*feedback(Gdc*Cdc,1); 

  
% Stability plots % 
figure(3) 
step(controller,controller_pre) 
figure(4) 
bode(controller,controller_pre) 

For the current controller the following code was used: 

%% current control % 
L=28e-3; 
R=0.79; 
Ginv = tf(1,[L R]); %Inverter transfer function 

  
% To calculate the gains of the current controller % 
damp=sqrt(2)/2; %damping 
fci=400; %controller natural frequency in Hz 
wn=2*pi*fci; %controller natural frequency in rad/s 
kic=L*wn^2; %integral gain of current controller 
kpc=2*damp*wn*L-R; %proportional gain of current controller 
Cc=tf([kpc kic],[1 0]); %current controller tf 
  

 
% Pre-filter % 
Fi=tf(1,[kpc/kic 1]); %pre-filter tf to minimize overshoot 
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controller=feedback(Ginv*Cc,1); 
controller_pre=Fi*feedback(Ginv*Cc,1); 

  

 
% Stability plots % 
figure(1) 
step(controller,controller_pre) 
figure(2) 
bode(controller,controller_pre) 
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APPENDIX A.4 

MATLAB/SIMULINK™ MODELS USED FOR THE CAPACITOR 

VOLTAGE CONTROLLERS 

The Matlab/Simulink ™ model used for evaluating the capacitor voltage controller gains is 

depicted in Fig. A.4 

 

Fig. A.4. MMC terminal used for evaluating the gains of the controllers in Section 3.4 

v+-

Vout
Vdc

Scope3

Scope2

In1

Vcap

+

-

SM 9

In1

Vcap

+

-

SM 8

In1

Vcap

+

-

SM 7

In1

Vcap

+

-

SM 6

In1

Vcap

+

-

SM 5

In1

Vcap

+

-

SM 4

In1

Vcap

+

-

SM 3

In1

Vcap

+

-

SM 2

In1

Vcap

+

-

SM 10

In1

Vcap

+

-

SM 1

Load

La1

La

i
+

-Iout
i+-

I2

i+-

I1

Vsm8

I2

Vsm9

I1

Vsm7

Vsm4

Vsm3

Vsm5

Vsm6

Vout

Vsm2

Vsm1

-T-

SM8

SM7

SM6

SM5

SM4

SM3

SM10

SM9

SM2

SM1

Capacitor voltage control

Iout



 

57 
 

 

 

Fig. A.5. SM representation in Matlab/Simulink™ 

 

Fig. A.6. Calculation of the capacitor average voltage in Matlab/Simulink™ 
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 Fig. A.7. Capacitor average voltage control in Matlab/Simulink™ 

 

Fig. A.8. Balancing control of instantaneous capacitor voltages in Matlab/Simulink™ 
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Fig. A.9. Arm-balancing voltage control in Matlab/Simulink™ 

Vca6
Vca7
Vca8
Vca9

Vca10
Vsm2

Vca1
Vca2
Vca3
Vca4
Vca5

Vsm1
k5

-K-

-K-

Vza
ia

mode



 

 

60 

 

Fig. A.10. Switching signal generation in Matlab/Simulink™
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CHAPTER FOUR 

SIMULATION RESUTLS AND SENSORLESS CONTROL OF THE SELECTED 

TWO-TERMINAL HVDC SYSTEM 

 

Abstract 

The various gains for the controllers designed in Chapter Three to be proved to be suitable for 

this case study when using simplified models. A full simulation model of the two-terminal HVdc 

system is built using the developed controllers to validate the design approaches and 

effectiveness. The procedure for implementing a sensorless control technique on an MMC 

inverter terminal is also presented and validated using simulations. The sensorless control 

technique is robust and able to sense the grid voltages under ideal and non-ideal grid conditions 

with satisfactory results. 

4.1 Introduction 

The controllers designed in Chapter Three are implemented in a full simulation model of the 

selected two-terminal HVdc system. This model is used to analyze the controller responses to 

different operating conditions. This chapter also implements a sensorless technique to 

synchronize the inverter terminal with the grid based on the technique proposed in [1]. The 

sensorless technique is compared with the controllers proposed in Chapter Three and evaluated 

under frequency changes and harmonic pollution on the grid-side voltage.  

4.2 Matlab/Simulink™ Setup of Two-Terminal HVdc System 

A simulation model of an MMC-based two-terminal HVdc system was built using 

Matlab/Simulink™ to validate the design methodology for controllers in Chapter Three. The 
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characteristics of the system corresponding to the interconnection between Panama and 

Colombia [2] are presented Table 4.1 and the overall Matlab/Simulink™ setup is given in Fig. 

4.1. The Terminal 1 and Terminal 2 blocks have inside the MMC Matlab/Simulink™ model 

presented in Appendix B.1. Inside the Grid 2 block are the Grid impedance, the Three-Phase 

Breaker, and the Grid blocks connected in the same way as presented in Fig. 4.1 for Grid 1. The 

content of the outer controllers is given in Appendix B.1. The contents of the Capacitor voltage 

control blocks are illustrated in Appendix B.1. The gains for the controllers were calculated as 

shown in Chapter Three, and then tuned to work with the two-terminal model depicted in Fig. 

4.1. The gains values used are given in Table 4.2.  

 

Fig. 4.1. Matlab/Simulink™ simulation setup 
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Table 4.1. System parameters for the Case Study 

Parameter Vdc Vgrid1,2 CSM La fsw fo Lgrid Rgrid P 

Value ±200 kV 230 kV 1 mF 7 mH 2 kHz 60 Hz 28 mH 0.8 Ω 500 MW 

Table 4.2. Controllers gains for the system whose parameters are in Table 4.1 

 dc-voltage 

controller 

Inner current  

controllers 

Capacitor voltage 

controllers 

Parameter kp_dc ki_dc kp_i ki_i k1 k2 k3 k4 k5 

Value 5.33 1050 78.7 1.77 x105 0.3 3 1 0.35 0.35 

 

4.3 Simulation Results of the Case Study 

This section evaluates the results of the simulations done with emphasis on the outer 

controllers and the SM capacitor voltage controller. The operating conditions are Vdc_ref = 400kV, 

Qref1 = 0MW, Pref =500 MW, and Qref2 = -100MW, a reactive power flow reversal is commanded 

at t = 0.23 s (Qref2 = 100MW) and an active power flow reversal is commanded at t = 0.25 s (Pref 

= -500 MW). 

4.3.1 Outer controller results 

The line-to-line voltages at Terminal 1 are shown at the top of Fig. 4.2. From t = 0 s until t = 

0.25 s, Terminal 1 operates as a rectifier. At t = 0.25 s, the power flow reverses so Terminal 1 

operates as an inverter. The THD measured of the voltage waveform is 2.9%. There are no filters 

added to the system and the THD is expected to decrease as the number of levels of the MMC-

based terminal is much higher in a real-world application [3].  
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Fig. 4.2. MMC terminals voltages: Terminal 1 (top) and Terminal 2 (bottom) 
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Terminal 1. Fig. 4.2 shows that the controllers are able to keep the system stable when the power 

flow is reversed using a step. 

The current injected into the grid for both terminals is presented in Fig. 4.3; the ac currents 

injected by Terminal 1 into the grid are the top waveforms. At t = 0.25 s, the power flow reversal 

occurs, then the controller starts reacting at t = 0.26 s, and stabilizes back at t = 0.27 s. The 

settling  time  of this  controller  is faster by 7 ms than the  calculated in Section 3.4.2; which was  
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Fig. 4.3. Grid currents: Terminal 1 (top) and Terminal 2 (bottom) 

calculated using a transfer function model. There is no current overshoot on any phase for 

currents injected by Terminal 1 into the grid. 
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Fig. 4.4. Active power reference (blue) and actual (green) and reactive power reference 

(red) and actual (black) on Terminal 2 

into Grid 2 when the reference is positive and injected into Grid 1 when it is negative.  The 

controllers are able to track the power reference even under power flow reversal.  

Nor the active or reactive powers have an overshoot when the power flow is reversed. At t = 

0.23 s, the reactive power reference changes from a 0.98 lagging to a 0.98 leading, validating the 

capability of the controller to control independently active and reactive powers. 

4.3.2.  Capacitor voltage controller results 

The phase (blue) and the circulating (green) currents of Phase A in Terminal 2 are depicted at 

the top graph of Fig. 4.5. The maximum value of the circulating current is 804 A, with a dc-

offset of 431 A. An  FFT analysis  to the  circulating  current reveals a 2nd harmonic fundamental  
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Fig. 4.5.  Phase and circulating currents (top), and phase and arms currents (bottom) when 

circulating current is controlled 

frequency [4]. The phase (blue), upper arm (green) and lower arm (red) currents of Phase A are 

shown in the bottom graph of Fig. 4.5. This graph shows the contribution of each arm current to 

the phase current, and that the harmonic pollution caused by circulating current only affects the 
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difference between the two might be caused by inaccuracies of the FFT analysis done in 

Matlab/Simulink™.  
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cycle after the capacitor average voltage control is turned off, the peak circulating current 

increases beyond the peak phase current, as illustrated in Fig. 4.6. In this case, the circulating 

current increases to the point where it cannot be controlled and the system collapses. This test 

shows the importance of controlling the circulating current on the MMC [4]. 

To illustrate the complementary operation of the MMC arms two SM that have the same 

position in the upper and lower arm are selected; therefore, the SM 1 (blue) and SM 6 (green) 

capacitor voltages of Phase A leg for Terminal 2 are illustrated in Fig. 4.7. The ripple in the 

capacitor voltage is ±1.3% of the rated SM  voltage (80 kV) the  calculated  ripple using (2.12) is  

 

Fig. 4.6.  Phase and circulating currents (top), and phase and arms currents (bottom) when 

the circulating current is not controlled 
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Fig. 4.7.  SM1 (blue) and SM6 (green) capacitor voltages 

±1.2%. The waveform of the capacitor voltage has a 60-Hz fundamental-frequency component 

with 56.7% 2nd harmonic component caused by the circulating current. 

4.4 Sensorless Control Technique 

This controller assumes that the MMC terminal has an infinite number of levels so the ideal 

operation can be analyzed using the circuit diagram of Fig. 4.8.  Using Kirchhoff’s voltage and 

working on the synchronously-rotating frame yields: 

Blm=� CC� {��_lm=�| = ��_=Lz − ��_lm=� − ?lm=���_lm=� + Blm=��K�n_lm=� (4.1) 

Blm=� CC� {�n_lm=�| = �n_=Lz − �n_lm=� − ?lm=��n_lm=� − Blm=��K��_lm=� (4.2) 

where �K is the angular frequency of the grid, Lgrid is the grid inductance, vd_inv and vq_inv are the 

outputs voltage of the inverter in the dq axes, and vd_grid and vq_grid are the grid voltages in the d-q  
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Fig. 4.8 Ideal MMC connected to a grid – inverter operation 

frame. To decouple the axes using a sensorless controller, the following control law is used [1] in 

the Laplace domain: 

��_=Lz = −
£r + 1�{��_lm=� − ¤n�n_lm=�|¥r + ¤� − �KBlm=��n_lm=� (4.3) 

�n_=Lz = −
£r + 1�{�n_lm=� + ¤n��_lm=�|¥r + ¤� + �KBlm=���_lm=� (4.4) 

where A is a forward direct gain, B is a forward indirect gain, 	¤� and ¤n are the conductance 

gains in the d-q frame. The controller is able to estimate the grid voltages  �¦�_lm=� and �¦n_lm=� at 

the output of its integrator as shown in Fig. 4.9. The grid currents are obtained by the difference 

of the arm currents, since the capacitor voltage controller requires measuring the arm currents; so 

no additional current sensors are required. The inverter voltages are then transformed back to the 

abc frame using the inverse Park’s Transformation [5]. The angle used for the Park’s and inverse 

Park’s Transformation is an arbitrary angle given by: 

θ = ����	C� + θ� (4.3) 

where θ is changing at the same speed as the grid angle �� and the initial conditions are zero.  
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Fig. 4.9. Proposed control technique 

Replacing (4.3) and (4.4) into (4.1) and (4.2), respectively, yields the transfer functions of the 

system as:  

��_lm=� = − ¥r + ¤�B¥r� + 
B¤� + £�r + 1��_nm=� + ¤n�n_lm=�
£r + 1� (4.6) 

�n_lm=� = − ¥r + ¤nB¥r� + 
B¤� + £�r + 1�n_lm=� + ¤n{£�n_lm=�r − ��_lm=�| (4.7) 

Under steady-state conditions (s→0) the grid currents are given by: 

��_lm=� = −¤���_lm=� + ¤n�n_lm=� (4.8) 

�n_lm=� = −{¤��n_lm=� + ¤n��_lm=�| (4.9) 

where the grid currents can be controlled by controlling ¤� and ¤n.  
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4.4.1. Transfer function parameter selection 

Transfer functions (4.6) and (4.7) must be stable for the all operational modes of the terminal. 

There are four parameters that need to be selected to achieve this: A, B, ¤� and ¤n. The 

parameters ¤� and ¤nwill change depending on the selected power flow. Hence, A and B need to 

be selected so that the transfer function is stable for any given value of ¤� and ¤n. Transfer 

functions (4.6) and (4.7) have the same characteristic equation, thus the parameters A and B are 

selected using the characteristic equation of (4.6): 

Blm=�¥r� + {Blm=�¤� + £|r + 1 = 0 (4.10) 

Assuming ¤n= 0 the value of ¤� is given by (4.8) with its maximum and minimum values 

being 6.6 mΩ
-1 and -6.6 mΩ

-1, respectively. These two values are obtained using the maximum 

and minimum current in the dq axes given by the system power flow. The following stability 

criterion is applied to (4.10): if the terms Y	 > 0 and Y� > 0 for the polynomial Y
r� = r� +

Y	r + Y�, then the transfer function is stable [6]. Consequently, the value of A is determined as 

follows: 

Blm=�¤� + A
Blm=�¥

> 0 (4.11) 

for (4.11) to be positive the following must be true: ¥ > 0 and A > −Blm=�¤�, using ¤� = -6.6 

mΩ
-1, A is selected to be 0.45 mHΩ

-1. To ensure that all of the poles of the transfer function are 

on the left side of the origin the discriminant of the quadratic equation for (4.10) has to be 

negative, which yields: 

B >
{Blm=�¤� + £|

�

4Blm=�
 (4.12) 
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With (4.12), the value of B is selected to be 4.5 µHΩ
-2. Using the selected values for A and B, 

and the grid inductance of 28 mH, the root locus of the transfer function (4.6) is plotted in Fig. 

4.10. The root locus plot shows that the poles are in the left hand side of the origin and the 

system is stable for the selected values.  

Since ¤� changes with the power flow, the root locus is also plotted in Fig. 4.11 for when ¤�= 

6.6 mΩ
-1. This figure shows that the poles are closer to minus infinity when ¤�is positive than 

when ¤� is negative. By examining Fig. 4.10 and Fig. 4.11, it is concluded that the selected 

values of A and B make the transfer function stable for any of the given values of ¤�. 

 

Fig. 4.10. Root Locus of transfer function (4.6) with gd
 
= -6.6 mΩ

-1 

-6000 -5000 -4000 -3000 -2000 -1000 0 1000 2000
-3000

-2000

-1000

0

1000

2000

3000

System: SenorlessTF
Gain: 0
Pole: -1.05e+003 + 2.61e+003i
Damping: 0.374
Overshoot (%): 28.2
Frequency (rad/s): 2.82e+003

System: SenorlessTF
Gain: 7.04e+003
Pole: 1.42e+003
Damping: -1
Overshoot (%): 0
Frequency (rad/s): 1.42e+003

System: SenorlessTF
Gain: 0
Pole: -1.05e+003 - 2.61e+003i
Damping: 0.374
Overshoot (%): 28.2
Frequency (rad/s): 2.82e+003

0.220.420.60.740.84

0.92

0.965

0.99

0.220.420.60.740.84

0.92

0.965

0.99

1e+0032e+0033e+0034e+0035e+0036e+003

Root Locus

Real Axis (seconds-1)

Im
a
g
in

a
ry

 A
x
is
 (
s
e
c
o
n
d
s-1

)



 

74 
 

 

Fig. 4.11. Root Locus of transfer function (4.6) with gd = 6.6 mΩ
-1 
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j� = 32 {−�¦�_lm=�	�n_lm=� + �¦n_lm=�	��_lm=�| (4.14) 

When selecting the values of the PI controllers, it is assumed that the values of �¦�_lm=� and 

�¦n_lm=� are constant, and equal to the grid voltages and the d axis is placed on Phase A. With this 

assumption, the system is linearized to the operating point ¤�= 6.6 mΩ
-1 using the 

Matlab/Simulink™ PID tuner tool. The gains obtained with this procedure are given in 

Table 4.3. Both controllers use the same gains, which will be used for the simulations to 

evaluate the performance of the sensorless control technique. 

4.5 Performance Evaluation of the Sensorless Technique 

The sensorless technique is evaluated considering a MMC-based inverter terminal with an 

ideal dc-source in the dc-link and the parameters given in Table 4.1. The Matlab/Simulink™ 

setup and models used for the simulations are given in Appendix B.2. The performance of the 

sensorless control technique is evaluated for the following cases: 

• Comparison with the traditional control technique used in Chapter Three 

• Ideal grid conditions 

• Harmonic pollution of the grid voltages 

• Grid-frequency changes 

• Variations of the grid-voltage magnitudes 

Table 4.3. Controller gains for the sensorless technique 

 Active and reactive power controllers 

Parameter kp ki 

Value 5.1x10-12 1/(ΩVA) 1.5x10-8 1/(ΩVAs) 
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The capabilities of keeping the stability of the system under non-ideal conditions and 

accurately estimating the grid voltages are evaluated with these five cases.  

4.5.1. Comparison with the traditional control technique 

The PS-SPWM waveforms of the voltage reference commands obtained using the traditional 

control technique shown in Chapter Three and those obtained with the sensorless technique are 

compared. These waveforms represent the ideal inverter voltage calculated by both control 

techniques. The voltage reference commands of the traditional control technique are at the top of 

Fig. 4.12, whereas the voltage reference commands of the sensorless technique are at the bottom. 

The THD of the voltage reference commands using sensors is 0.5%, with the sensorless 

technique is 0.74%. If the THD analysis is done at the output voltage of the inverter, both 

waveforms have the same THD of 2.68%. From these results, it is concluded that both 

techniques have a similar performance under ideal grid conditions; thus, further evaluation 

focuses only on the sensorless technique.  

4.5.2. System performance under ideal grid conditions 

In this evaluation, the grid is represented by ideal voltage sources and the initial angle of the 

grid is selected so that the d axis is on Phase A when	θ is used. The phase to phase inverter 

voltages are illustrated at the top of Fig. 4.13, and the grid currents are at the bottom. At t = 0.25 

s, the active power reference was changed from 400 MW (injecting) to -400 MW (absorbing), 

and at t = 0.27 s, the reactive power reference was changed from a 0.97 (lagging) to 0.97 

(leading), verifying that the controller can control independently the active and reactive powers.  
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Fig. 4.12. Sensor-based voltage reference (top), and sensorless-based voltage reference 

(bottom) 

 

Fig. 4.13. Inverter output voltages (top) and currents (bottom)  
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There are no current or voltage overshoots for any of the reference changes. The estimated 

active and reactive powers of the controller are compared with the actual active and reactive 

powers as depicted in Fig. 4.14, with satisfactory results. In a real system the active and reactive 

powers will be measured, therefore, the term “measured” will be used thought the rest of the 

chapter to refer to the actual values. There are no overshoots for any of the powers, and the 

settling times for the active and reactive powers are both 7 ms. This test has verified the 

capability of the controller to control both active and reactive powers independently; thus, for the 

subsequent cases, only the active power will be changed and the reactive power will be fixed at -

50 MVAR.  

 

Fig. 4.14. Active and reactive powers injected into the grid under ideal grid conditions 
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4.5.3. System perormance under harmonic pollution of the grid voltages 

The total THD limit for a grid with Vn > 161 kV is 1.5 % according to the IEEE Standard 519-

1992. The grid voltages are polluted beyond the limits of the IEEE Standard 519-1992 from t = 

0.22 s until the end of the simulation, resulting in a total THD of 3.2% with a 5th harmonic of 

2.5%, and a 7th harmonic of 2%.  

The current THD before harmonic voltage pollutions is 0.88%, which increases to 2.73% after 

applying the disturbances. The total current THD after the grid voltages are polluted is still 

within the IEEE Standard 519-1992 limit for a grid with a short-circuit ratio greater than or equal 

to 50. The grid (top) and inverter (middle) voltages, and grid currents (bottom) are presented in 

Fig. 4.15. At t = 0.25 s, the active power reference changes from 250 MW to 500 MW, as 

illustrated in Fig. 4.16. The grid harmonic pollution of the voltages are polluted in the abc frame 

translates on the d-q frame as 6th harmonic pollution, as illustrated in Fig. 4.16. This harmonic 

pollution causes an overshoot of 17.2% on the estimated active power, but no overshoot on the 

measured active power.  

The ripple on the measured active power is ±6% and on the estimated active power is ±10%. 

Even with the estimated voltage ripple produced by the harmonic pollution of the grid voltages, 

the controller is able to keep the system stable. Nevertheless, a higher harmonic pollution on the 

grid voltages might cause instability issues for the system. Harmonic rejection techniques such as 

adding a second-order generalized integrator should be explored [8]-[9].  
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Fig. 4.15. Grid (top) and inverter (middle) voltages and grid currents (bottom) under grid-

voltage harmonic pollution 

 

Fig. 4.16. Reference (black), estimated (blue) and measured (red) active powers under grid-

voltage harmonic pollution 
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4.5.4. System performance under grid frequency changes 

Initially the grid frequency was reduced by 1 Hz from t = 0.22 s to t = 0.28 s, and the active 

power reference was increased from 250 MW to 500 MW at t = 0.25 s. The inverter voltages and 

grid currents are at the top and bottom of Fig. 4.17, respectively. There are no current or voltage 

overshoots when the active power reference is changed, nor for any of the grid-voltage frequency 

changes. There is an overshoot of 1.4% on the estimated power for the reference change, 

nevertheless; this overshoot is not present in the measured active power, as illustrated by the top 

graph of Fig. 4.18. 

The estimated and measured grid voltage magnitudes are presented at the bottom of Fig. 4.18. 

As expected, the measured grid voltages remain constant despite frequency changes, and 

estimated grid voltages change. This variation on the estimated grid voltages is produced due to 

grid-frequency dropping; this causes the estimated angle θ to rotate faster than the grid angle. 

The difference in the angular velocity of both angles causes the d-axis to start leading Phase A, 

which causes �¦n_lm=� to start decreasing.  

For the second part of the evaluation, the grid frequency is increased by 1 Hz from t = 0.22 s 

to t = 0.28 s, and the active power reference is increased from 250 MW to 500 MW at t = 0.25 s. 

The inverter voltages and grid currents are at the top and bottom of Fig. 4.19, respectively. Once 

more, the controller is able to keep the system stability without any voltage or current overshoots 

for neither when the grid frequency nor the active power reference are changed. There is no 

overshoot on the estimated active power nor on the measured active power for the reference 

change, as illustrated by the top graph of Fig. 4.20. 
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Fig. 4.17. Inverter voltages (top) and grid currents (bottom) with a grid frequency step  

of -1.0 Hz 

 

Fig. 4.18. Active power (top) and grid estimated voltages (bottom) with a grid frequency 

step of -1.0 Hz 

0.2 0.22 0.24 0.26 0.28 0.3
-400

-200

0

200

400
Vinv

V
o

lt
a
g
e

 (
k
V

)

0.2 0.22 0.24 0.26 0.28 0.3
-2000

-1000

0

1000

2000
Igrid

C
u

rr
e
n
t 
(A

)

Time (s)

0.2 0.22 0.24 0.26 0.28 0.3
200

300

400

500

600
Active Power

P
o

w
e
r 

(M
W

)

 

 

0.2 0.22 0.24 0.26 0.28 0.3
-100

0

100

200

300
Voltage estimation

V
o

lt
a

g
e

 (
k
V

)

Time (s)

 

 

V
dgrid

 estimated

V
qgrid

 estimated

V
dgrid

 measured

V
qgrid

 measured

Active power reference

Estimated active power

Measured active power



 

83 
 

 

Fig. 4.19. Inverter voltages (top) and grid currents (bottom) with a grid frequency step  

of 1.0 Hz 

 

Fig. 4.20. Active power (top) and grid estimated voltages (bottom) with a grid frequency 

step of 1.0 Hz 
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Similar to when the grid frequency is reduced, the estimated grid voltages differ from the 

measured grid voltages when the frequency is increased; this is illustrated at the bottom of Fig. 

4.20. When the grid frequency increases, the difference between the grid angle and the estimated 

angle θ will cause the d axis to start lagging Phase A; this causes �¦n_lm=� to start increasing. 

4.5.5. System performance under variations of the grid voltage magnitudes 

The grid voltages are increased by 6% at t = 0.22 s, and then stepped back up to their nominal 

value at t = 0.28 s for the first part of this test. The inverter voltages and grid currents are 

illustrated at the top and bottom of Fig. 4.21, respectively. There is no significant change on the 

inverter voltages once the grid voltages are increased.  In contrast, the controller reduces the 

current injected into the grid to keep the active power at its commanded reference. There is no 

current overshoot when the active power reference is increased from 250 MW to 500 MW at t = 

0.25 s.  At t = 0.28 s, the controller senses the grid voltage stepping down to its nominal value, 

and it increases the injected current in order to keep the active power constant.  

The estimated active power (blue) and the measured active power (red) are presented at the 

top of Fig. 4.22. The controller keeps accurate track of the active power when the grid-voltage is 

increased and when the grid voltage changes back to its nominal value. The overshoot seen in the 

estimated active power is not present in the measured active power. The estimated grid voltage 

(blue) and the measured grid voltage (red) on the d axis are shown at the bottom of Fig. 4.22. 

The overshoot on the estimated grid voltage is caused by the active power reference change. This 

overshoot causes the estimated active power overshoot; however, this overshoot is not present in 

the estimated or measured active powers, and the grid injected currents. The sensorless technique 

keeps precise track of the grid-voltage changes while keeping track of the active power reference 

command. 
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Fig. 4.21. Inverter voltages (top) and grid currents (bottom) with a grid-voltage increase  

of 6% 

 

Fig. 4.22. Active power (top) and grid estimated voltages (bottom) with a grid-voltage 

increase of 6% 
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The grid voltages are decreased by 6% at t = 0.22 s, and then stepped back up to their nominal 

value at t= 0.28 s for the second part of this case. The inverter voltages and grid currents are 

illustrated at the top and bottom of Fig. 4.23, respectively. There is no significant change on the 

inverter voltages once the grid voltages are decreased. In contrast, the controller increases the 

current inject into the grid to keep the active power at its commanded reference. There is no 

current overshoot when the active power reference is increased from 250 MW to 500 MW at t = 

0.25 s.  At t = 0.28 s, the controller senses the grid voltage stepping up to its nominal value, and 

it decreases the injected current in order to keep the active power constant. 

The estimated active power (blue) and the measured active power (red) are presented at the top 

of Fig. 4.24. The controller keeps accurate track of the active power when the grid voltage is 

decreased and when the grid voltage changes back to its nominal value. There is no overshoot in  

 

Fig. 4.23. Inverter voltages (top) and grid currents (bottom) with a grid-voltage decrease  

of 6% 
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Fig. 4.24. Active power (top) and grid estimated voltages (bottom) with a grid-voltage 

decrease of 6% 

the estimated or measured active powers. The estimated grid voltage (blue) and the measured 

grid voltage (red) on the d axis are shown at the bottom of Fig. 4.24. The overshoot on the 

estimated grid voltage is caused by the active power reference change; however, this overshoot is 

not present in the estimated or measured active powers, and the grid injected currents. The 

sensorless technique keeps precise track of the grid-voltage changes while keeping track of the 

active power reference command. An overshoot of 9% on the measured and estimated active 

powers is caused by the grid voltage stepping back to its nominal value. 
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Matlab/Simulink™ simulations. The active and reactive power flows were controlled 

successfully with the various selected controller gains. A bandwidth of 400 Hz for the current 

0.2 0.22 0.24 0.26 0.28 0.3
200

300

400

500

600
Active Power

P
o

w
e
r 

(M
W

)

 

 

0.2 0.22 0.24 0.26 0.28 0.3
170

180

190

200
Voltage estimation

V
o

lt
a

g
e

 (
k
V

)

Time (s)

 

 

V
dgrid

 estimated

V
dgrid

 measured

Active power reference

Estimated active power

Measured active power



 

88 
 

controller and 40 Hz for the dc-voltage controller proved to be suitable for the selected case 

study.  The simulations demonstrated that not controlling the circulating current of the MMC 

leads to instability issues, potentially damaging the SM switching devices, and increasing losses 

in the system. The controllers designed in Chapter Three provided a suitable method to control 

the circulating current on the MMC.  

The procedure to select the parameters of the transfer function of the sensorless technique was 

also validated with simulations. The selected values for A and B plus the selected PI controller 

gains kept the system stable for all the considered cases. There were no overshoots with the 

selected gains for ideal grid conditions; however, there was a 9% overshoot on the estimated 

active power when the grid voltage was suddenly increased in magnitude.  

The sensorless control technique implemented in the MMC inverter terminal also proved to be 

robust for non-ideal grid conditions, and for detecting precisely changes on the grid voltage and 

frequency; however, when the grid-voltages were polluted with harmonics, the sensorless 

technique showed a ±10% ripple on the estimated active power.  

The reliability of an HVdc terminal could be increased if the sensorless technique is used as a 

backup for the traditional control techniques using sensors. 

Chapter Five will analyze the impacts that a 15 kV-Silicon-Carbide IGBT may have on an 

MMC-based HVdc terminal. 
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APPENDIX B.1 

MATLAB/SIMULINK™ SIMULATION SETUP FOR SENSOR-BASED 

CONTROL 

The Matlab/Simulink ™ models used for the simulations in Chapter Four are presented in this 

appendix. 

 

Fig. B.1. Three-phase MMC model used for Terminal 1 and Terminal 2 
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Fig. B.2. Connection of the five SM within the MMC arm 
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Fig. B.3. SM representation in Matlab/Simulink™ 

 

Fig. B.4. Controller for Terminal 1 
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Fig. B.5. Controller for Terminal 2 

 

 Fig. B.6. Capacitor average voltage control in Matlab/Simulink™ 
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Fig. B.7. Balancing control of instantaneous capacitor voltages in Matlab/Simulink™ 

 

Fig. B.8. Arm-balancing voltage control in Matlab/Simulink™ 
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Fig. B.9. Switching signal generation in Matlab/Simulink™
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APPENDIX B.2 

MATLAB/SIMULINK™ SIMULATION SETUP FOR SENSROLESS 

CONTROL 

The Matlab/Simulink models used for evaluating the sensorless control technique are depicted 

in this appendix. 

 

Fig. B.10. MMC terminal model used for evaluating the sensorless control technique 
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Fig. B.11. Matlab/Simulink™ implementation of the sensorless control technique 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

THE IMPACT OF HIGH-VOLTAGE AND FAST-SWITCHING DEVICES ON 

MODULAR MULTILEVEL CONVERTERS  

D.A. Guzman P., J. C. Balda, "The Impact of High-Voltage and Fast-Switching Devices on 
Modular Multilevel Converters," Proceedings of Applied Power Electronics Conference and 

Exposition (APEC), 2013 Twenty-Eighth Annual IEEE, pp. 2171-2177, 17-21 March 2013 

 

Abstract 

US government is funding the development of high-voltage and fast-switching power 

semiconductor devices based on silicon carbide (SiC) for applications in medium- and high-

voltage power systems. The availability of these devices should reduce the complexities of grid-

connected advanced power electronic systems like medium-voltage voltage-source converters 

(VSC) for HVDC terminals, power electronic interfaces for distributed generation, or high-

power motor drives. However, fast-switching devices may augment the adverse effects of 

parasitic inductances that are inherent in any power converter layout. Hence, this paper presents 

a theoretical analysis of the impacts that the developing 15-kV SiC insulated gate bipolar 

transistors (IGBTs) have on modular multilevel converters (MMCs) in terms of the sub-module 

(SM) numbers, the SM capacitance, the effects of parasitic inductances on overvoltages, 

capacitor and IGBT module volumes, and THD. An 800 MW ±320 kV VSC-HVDC terminal is 

selected as a case study to illustrate the potential advantages of such a high-voltage and fast-

switching semiconductor device. 
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5.1 Introduction 

The MMC proposed in [1] and illustrated in Fig. 5.1 is currently used in VSC-HVDC projects 

around the world [2], since it presents several advantages over the LCC topologies, in particular:  

• Higher efficiencies due to fundamental-frequency switching: efficiencies over 99.3% and 

99.8% are claimed in [3] and [4], respectively. 

• No dc-link capacitor, since the dc-link voltage can be controlled using the MMC SMs. 

• The internal arm currents have a continuous flow and can be controlled by the MMC 

control algorithm eliminating voltage overshoots caused by parasitic inductances in the 

arm. 

 

Fig. 5.1. Modular multilevel converter topology 
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As shown in Fig. 5.1, the MMC consists of several SMs connected in series to realize the 

desired output voltage waveform [1]. The number of SMs connected in series (N) depends on the 

dc-link voltage and the voltage rating of the devices used in the SM. Devices with high-voltage 

ratings should reduce system complexities by decreasing the required number of SMs and, thus, 

enabling potentially more compact designs due to fewer devices needed for an HVDC link. 

Reference [4] used a normally-on SiC JFET for the MMC, whose performance was compared 

with a SiC MOSFET in terms of efficiency, but parasitic inductances within the SM were not 

addressed.  

Considering a 15kV SiC IGBT under development [5], this paper presents the effects of the 

high-speed switching, as well as calculations and analyses of the number of levels N, the number 

of devices for a HVDC terminal, the change in the SM volume with N, and the relation between 

N and the output voltage total harmonic distortion (THD).  

This paper is organized as follows: Section 5.2 reviews, for completeness, basic concepts of 

VSC-HVDC and MMC. Section 5.3 describes the VSC-HVDC system used, the model of the 

SM, and analyzes the SM number and capacitance required for a MMC as a function of the device 

voltage. Section 5.4 presents the proposed PSpice-based simplified model of a generic 15-kV SiC 

IGBT. Section 5.5 analyzes the effects of the parasitic inductances within the SM architecture. 

Section 5.6 gives a comparison of the volume of the capacitors, the volume of the IGBT modules 

and the output voltage THD in the MMC. Finally, Section 5.7 presents the conclusions of this 

work. 
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5.2 MMC Sub-Modules 

5.2.1 Power modules and capacitors 

Knowing the VSC-HVdc system parameters (e.g., those shown in Table 5.1), it is possible to 

calculate the number of SMs needed for each HVdc terminal, and, therefore, the required number 

of IGBT modules. The topology selected for the SM is the half bridge topology; the advantages of 

using this topology are given in [10]. The use of an IGBT module for the MMC is shown in [2].  

The calculations for the number of SMs per terminal are made taking into account a 25% 

safety margin on the breakdown voltage for the IGBTs and adding an extra SMs for reliability in 

the event of a SM failure. The maximum current per IGBT module is obtained from the datasheet 

of 3.3-kV and 6.5-kV modules, respectively [6]. 

For the 15-kV IGBT, the current is obtained from the information given in [7], and a 400-A 

module is selected as a possible future development. A 20% safety margin is used for the 

maximum current through the modules. 

The SM capacitance can be calculated as follows [8]: 

967 = Δ;672<�¬�  (5.1) 

Table 5.1. System Parameters [9] 

Parameter Power ac Voltage dc Voltage Frequency 

Value 800 MW 155 kV  ±320 kV 60 Hz 
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where ∆WSM is the energy pulsation per SM, VC is the average value of the capacitor or SM 

voltage (see Table 5.2), and ε is the desired voltage ripple factor. The SM energy pulsation is 

defined by [16]: 

∆W® = 2	P)*3	kω� cosφ /1 − 0k cosφ2 2�34/� (5.2) 

where Pdc is the real dc power of the system, φ is the angle between the voltage and the line 

current, ω� is the angular frequency of the system, and k is the relation between the ac and dc 

voltages given by [11]: 

 = 2��	��  (5.3) 

where Va1 corresponds to the arm fundamental ac voltage in Fig. 5.1 and Vd to the dc link voltage.  

Table 5.2 shows the minimum number of modules required in a MMC for the selected system. 

A 15-kV SiC IGBT module (i.e., several dies in parallel) with a maximum current capability of 

150 A is not a viable alternative for the SM, since it would require more than double the amount 

of modules than a silicon 6.5-kV IGBT. However, a 15-kV SiC IGBT module with a current 

capability of 400 A or higher would be a viable solution. The reduction in the SM capacitor size 

is significant; a reduction of 6.1 times is observed when the IGBT rated voltage is changed from 

3.3 kV to 15 kV. Another important advantage of using a 15-kV SiC IGBT is the capability of 

operating at higher temperatures [12]. A higher temperature rating of the module would reduce 

the size of the heatsink required for the module, and could potentially reduce further the size of 

the overall cooling system of an MMC terminal. 
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Table 5.2.  Number of modules required per MMC terminal 

Voltage rating of the IGBT (kV) 3.3 6.5 15 15 

Number of SMs per arm 286 146 64 64 

Sub-module voltage (kV) 2.24 4.38 10 10 

Capacitance per SM (mF) 6.7 2.4 1.1 1.1 

Peak current per arm (A) 2524 2524 2524 2524 

Maximum current per module (A) 1500 750 150 400 

Modules required in parallel  3 5 22 8 

Minimum required modules per MMC  10296 8760 16896 6144 

5.2.2 Sub-module model 

References [8], [16] and [13] analyze the MMC arms as voltage sources with a dc bias ±Vd and 

an ac component as shown in Fig. 5.2 (a).  Since the main focus is on the behavior of the SM, the 

arm of the MMC is modeled as shown in Fig. 5.2 (b).  The model shown in Fig. 5.2 (b) is used in 

the simulations addressed in Section 5.5 because the output voltage waveform of the MMC is 

formed by adding up all the voltages of the “on-state” SMs, and the voltage seen by each SM is 

ideally not more than its capacitor voltage. 

5.3 IGBT PSpice Model 

This paper uses PSpice to model a 15-kV SiC IGBT based on the simulated results presented 

in [7] and [14]. The IGBT model in [7] is done using a physics-based approach, different from 

the circuit-based approach of PSpice; thus, some of the PSpice parameters were obtained here by 

curve fitting the turn-on and turn-off characteristics in these references. 
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Fig. 5.2. (a) Phase A of a MMC model [8], (b) Used model of Phase A of an MMC 

Table 5.3 illustrates the PSpice parameters used in this paper to model the 15-kV IGBT from 

[5]. Reference [14] provides an explanation of the PSpice IGBT parameters. The fall time can be 

calibrated by adjusting the lifetime of the minority carriers, TAU [15].  When calibrating the 

turn-off delay, the PSpice parameters COXD and CGS need to be adjusted until the desired 

waveform is obtained. For modeling the breakdown voltage of the device, the area of the device 

(Area), the avalanche multiplication exponent (BVN), and the avalanche uniformity factor 

(BVF) are adjusted. The turn-off transient of the IGBT is shown in Fig. 5.3, with the total turn-

off time being approximately 390 ns, compared to 360 ns in [7]; the model is considered in good 

agreement taken into account the scope of this paper. The green line represents the collector 

current, the red line is the collector to emitter voltage, and the purple line is the gate to emitter 

voltage (±15 V) applied to to the IGBT.  
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Table 5.3. IGBT PSpice parameters 

Name Description Value Units Source 

Area Area of the device 1.0 cm2 [7] 

MUN Electron mobility 950 cm2 V-1 S-1 [7] 

MUP Hole mobility 124 cm2 V-1 S-1 [7] 

NB Base doping 4.5 x 1014 cm3 [7] 

WB Metallurgical base width 117 µm [14] 

VTD Gate-drain overlap depletion 
threshold 

-5 V [14] 

VT Threshold voltage 8.0678 V [14] 

BVN Avalanche multiplication 
exponent 

25 -- [14] 

JSNE Emitter saturation current density 6.5 x 10-13 A/cm2 [14] 

THETA Transverse field factor 0.02 V-1 [14] 

TAU Ambipolar recombination lifetime 20 x 10-9 s Curve 
fitting 

BVF Avalanche uniformity factor 5.5 x 104 -- Curve 
fitting 

AGD Gate-drain overlap area 0.55 cm2 Curve 
fitting 

KP MOS transconductance 5.5219 A/V2 Curve 
fitting 

KF Triode region factor 0.18368 -- Curve 
fitting 

CGS Gate-source capacitance 1 x 10-15 F/cm2 Curve 
fitting 

COXD Gate-drain oxide capacitance 1.3 x 10-12 F/cm2 Curve 
fitting 
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Fig. 5.3. Turn-off of the 15-kV SiC IGBT PSpice model
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Reference [6] has three IGBTs placed in parallel within the IGBT module to obtain the rated 

current of the module. To represent a 15-kV SiC IGBT module, three and eight IGBT’s are placed 

in parallel within the module. This will result in current ratings of 150 A and 400 A, respectively, 

for the IGBT module.  

5.4 Effects of Parasitic Inductances 

Table 5.2 showed that several IGBT modules need to be placed in parallel within the SM due 

to the current limitations of the IGBT modules commercially available for the selected voltage 

ratings. A busbar arrangement is used to parallel IGBT modules; this busbar arrangement will 

have inherent parasitic inductances, particularly between the emitter of S1 and the collector of S2 

as shown in Fig. 5.4. Different values for the parasitic inductances are calculated using (5.4) [16].  

BX�m = 0.002± 02.303 log	� � 2±Z + �  + 0.5 + 0.2235 µZ + �± ¶2 (5.4) 

where l represents the bus bar length, b, the bus bar width, and c, the bus bar thickness. The value 

of Lbar is given in µH. The cross section of the bus bar is calculated using [17] and the current 

ratings using the parameters in Table 5.1. 

Different configurations for paralleling the IGBT modules within the SM will result in 

different parasitic inductance values. A symmetrical configuration is used to parallel the IGBT 

modules; this means L1 is equal to L2.  A sensitivity analysis is performed for different busbar 

lengths with the results given in Table 5.4. The model developed in section 5.4 is used for the 

simulations of the effects of the parasitic inductances with a load current of 120 A representing 

only 4.8% of the total load current for the system in Table 5.1. 
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Fig. 5.4. SM parasitic inductances 

Table 5.4 Sensitivity analysis results 

Inductance (nH) Overshoot (V) Busbar length (cm) 

43 132 12.7 

95 331 25.4 

154 546 38.1 

219 1102 50.8 

287 1880 76.2 

 

The largest voltage overshoot of 1.88 kV or 18.8 % is produced for a parasitic inductance value 

of 287 nH. The ringing frequency of this turn-off transient is around 71 MHz. Fig. 5.5 displays the 

simulation results for these conditions; the current is in green and the voltage in red. Table 5.4 

also shows, as it is well known, the importance of keeping the length of the bus bar as short as 

possible in order to minimize the parasitic inductances. 
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Fig. 5.5. Turn off transient of the IGBT PSpice model
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Table 5.5 IGBT module volume 

IGBT Module Voltage Rating (kV) 
Individual Module 

Volume (L) 

Total Module 

Volume (kL) 

5SNA 1500E330305 3.3 1.01 10.4 

5SNA 0750G650300 6.5 1.28 11.2 

5.5 MMC Terminal Volume and THD 

5.5.1 IGBT module volume 

The total volume occupied by the IGBT modules can be evaluated as well to calculate the total 

space needed for the HVDC terminal. To calculate the total volume of the IGBT modules, the 

commercially available modules from ABB; “5SNA 1500E330305” was selected as a 3.3 kV 

IGBT module and the “5SNA 0750G650300” was selected as a 6.5 kV IGBT module [6].  

Using the dimensions of these modules given in the datasheet the volume of an individual 

module was calculated, and then the total volume of all the modules on a terminal was calculated. 

These results are presented in Table 5.5. No volume calculation was done for a 15-kV 400-A SiC 

IGBT module, as this module is not available yet. The calculation is just for the volume of the 

IGBT module itself and does include the volume of the thermal management system.  

Table 5.5 shows that the 6.5-kV IGBT design requires about 7.8% more space in an HVDC 

substation than one with the 3.3-kV IGBT module.  

5.5.2 Capacitance volume 

The SM capacitance is another important parameter that changes with the number of SM. 

From Table 5.2 and comparing to the 3.3-kV device, the SM capacitance is reduced by 80% when 
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using 15-kV devices. The number of components is another important reduction; a 15-kV device 

reduces the number of components by 40% compared to the 3.3-kV device, and by 30% 

compared to the 6.5-kV device. 

Even with a reduction in the overall number of modules required, as shown in Table 5.2, the 

overall volume occupied by a 6.5-kV IGBT module is increased due the difference in the volume 

of the individual module.  

The physical volume of the capacitors in the MMC can be compared by selecting a 

commercially available capacitor line; for example, EPCOS MKK-DC capacitor line [18]. First, 

the SM capacitance was calculated using (1) and then the capacitors are selected.  The criterion 

for choosing the combination of capacitors was the following: 

• The nominal voltage of the capacitor combination should be the SM voltage at a 

minimum. 

• The maximum voltage of the capacitor combination should be the IGBT voltage rating as 

a minimum. 

• The total capacitance of the capacitor combination should be at least the calculated 

capacitance using (1). 

• Capacitors with the same voltage rating should be used. 

Once the capacitor combination was selected, the total volume of the equivalent capacitance 

was calculated using the dimensions provided in the datasheet. The volumes for the SM 

capacitors are given in Fig. 5.6(a) using the values from Table 5.2 and [18].  

Fig. 5.6 (a) presents a decrease of 77.8% in the SM capacitor volume using the 3.3-kV device 

when compared to the 15-kV device due to the voltage rating limitations of the selected capacitor. 
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The total volume of the capacitors for an MMC arm is calculated and shown in Fig. 5.6(b). The 

overall volume of the capacitors decreases by 1.3% when comparing the 3.3-kV device with the 

15-kV device. Even though there is a noticeable difference in the SM capacitance volumes, the 

overall MMC capacitor volumes are much closer due to the reduction in the component count 

when using 15-kV devices. Once again, this volume difference is created by the lack of a 

capacitor with the required capacitance range and a voltage rating high enough for a 15-kV 

device.  

  

(a) (b) 

Fig. 5.6. (a) SM capacitor volume. (b) Total volume of capacitors in the MMC 

Table 5.6. Total volume occupied by the MMC sub-modules 

IGBT Module 
Capacitance 

Volume (kL) 
Total Module Volume (kL) 

Total SM Volume 

(kL) 

5SNA 1500E330305 77 10.4 87.4 

5SNA 0750G650300 119 11.2 130.2 
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After comparing the volume of the capacitors and the IGBT modules, the overall volume of the 

components of the SM is calculated and shown in Table 5.6. Table 5.6 shows that a reduction in 

the amount of SMs needed for the MMC terminal does not directly translate into a reduction in 

the volume required for the SM. This is due to the volume of the IGBT modules itself. Using a 6.5 

kV IGBT module reduces the amount of devices by 15%, compared with the 3.3 kV IGBT, but 

increases the overall volume by 8.5% as a tradeoff. 

5.5.3 Total harmonic distortion 

Not requiring an output filter because of the large number of steps forming the ac waveform is 

an important advantage for the MMC, since the output filters are bulky and take a considerable 

amount of space in the HVDC substation.  

The number of steps is related to the number of SMs per arm. The number of steps will 

decrease with the use of a 15-kV SiC IGBT module, and, therefore, affect the THD of the ac 

voltage waveform.  Reference [19] demonstrated that the output voltage waveform does not 

require any filters after 23 levels per arm. As shown in Table 5.2, a 15-kV SiC IGBT module 

would require at least 32 levels for the considered HVDC system. Therefore, the output voltage 

waveform would not require any additional filtering to fulfill the IEEE 519 requirement for 

transmission levels of 1.5% THD.  

Using Microsoft Excel, it is possible to tabulate the data points for the THD provided in [19], 

and use a power trend line to obtain an approximate equation relating the number of SMs and the 

output voltage THD. This equation is:  

THD
%� = 147.53
N�`	.bb (5.4) 
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where N represents the number of SMs per arm in the MMC HVDC terminal.  Fig. 5.7 depicts, 

in graphical form, the relationship between the number of levels N, the output voltage THD, and 

the SM capacitance volume; the blue line shows the volume that the capacitors will occupy 

within the SM, the green line, the required capacitance per SM, and the black line, the trend line 

for the THD as N increases. Fig. 5.7 also shows that the capacitance volume per SM decreases 

when N increases. 

5.6 Conclusions 

The use of 15-kV SiC IGBT modules is a viable option for the MMC if these modules are 

rated 400 A or higher.  A 150-A module would definitely not be a suitable option for HVDC 

systems. A 15-kV IGBT greatly reduces the amount of SMs and lowers the capacitance of each 

SM. The tradeoff is that using 15-kV SiC IGBT modules reduce the number of steps for forming 

the ac voltage waveform.  

However, the reduction in the number of steps does not result in the THD being above 1.5%, 

so no output filters are required. A high voltage capacitor is required in order to have a 

significant reduction in the overall volume of the MMC terminal.  

The influence of the parasitic inductances must be taken into account when the SM is being 

designed, since large overvoltages may lead to lower SM voltages, and, thus, a larger amount of 

SMs, which has an impact on the cost of the VSC-HVDC terminal. Keeping the parasitic 

inductances minimized enables the design engineer to increase the operating voltage of the SM.  
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Fig. 5.7 THD, SM capacitance volume, capacitance and N relation 

Lastly, a 15-kV SiC IGBT module capable of conducting more than 400 A can also increase 

the overall power that an MMC terminal is able to handle, therefore increasing the power limit 

for the VSC-HVDC technology.  
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CHAPTER SIX 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE WORK 

 

6.1 Conclusions 

The main objective of this thesis was to analyze the current technologies used for transmitting 

power, focusing on HVdc systems. The enabling objectives were to build a simulation model of 

an HVdc system between to power grids, to implement a sensorless controller for grid 

synchronization of an MMC-based HVdc terminal, and to analyze the impact of a high-voltage, 

fast-switching SiC IGBT’s on an MMC-based terminal. This thesis has accomplished the 

following: 

• A theoretical background was given of HVdc technologies, focusing on MMCs. From 

this background it was concluded that the MMC has several advantages over other 

HVdc-VSC topologies so it is a viable alternative for HVdc-VSC links, especially 

when trying to connect to weak ac grids. 

• A technique for balancing the SM capacitor voltage in the MMC was presented and 

analyzed. The technique presented also controls the circulating current within the 

phases of the MMC.  

• A first order transfer function to model the MMC plant was presented. Once a PI 

controller is added to control the plant, it becomes a second order transfer function that 

facilitates the design the current controller of the MMC. The process was shown and 

validated with simulations. The calculation of the various gains for the inner current of 

the MMC followed a similar process to the one followed for a two-level inverter. This 
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facilitates the process of building a simulation model for individuals already familiar 

with a three-phase two-level inverter control. A prefilter was added to reference 

command of the controller to ensure the selected bandwidth was achieved. Without a 

prefilter, the system bandwidth is more than twice the selected design target. 

• The outer controllers of an HVdc link, power control and dc-voltage control, were 

explained and a method was presented to calculate the various gains for the 

controllers. The tuning of the outer controllers must be done with care to ensure that 

the correct bandwidth of the controller is selected in order to avoid instability issues of 

the system. A bandwidth of 40 Hz for the outer controller proved to be suitable for the 

Matlab/Simulink™ simulations. 

• A working model of an MMC-based two-terminal HVdc link was presented and the 

design steps of the model were given. The model was built using the theoretical 

background given in the thesis and it can be expanded and improved for different 

simulation purposes.  

• A new sensorless control technique was proposed to synchronize a MMC-based HVdc 

terminal to a grid. The proposed technique was analyzed to test its performance under 

grid-frequency changes, harmonic-voltage pollution and voltage sags. The technique 

performed well under the different tests. It was able to detect voltage sags, keep its 

stability under grid-frequency changes and was able to inject currents with low THD, 

even when the grid had harmonic-voltage pollutions. It was shown to be a viable 

sensorless control technique that could be implemented to reduce complexity in an 

HVdc substation by eliminating sensors or in conjunction with a traditional technique, 



 

123 
 

to add a safety layer in case of sensor failure. The various PI gains were selected so no 

overshoots were present for a commanded reference change. 

• A simplified PSpice-based model of a 15-kV SiC IGBT was proposed. The model was 

used for an study on the impact that a 15-kV SiC IGBT would have on a MMC for 

HVdc applications. The study covered the effect of parasitic inductances within the 

SM of the MMC, impact on the output voltage THD due to the reduction of number of 

levels and how the SM capacitance would change in nominal value and volume with 

the new device. The study concluded that a 15-kV SiC IGBT would be a viable option 

for MMC terminals if the current capability of the IGBT is increased, a module of 

400A was proposed as a development target. Another conclusion of the study was that 

the currently commercially available capacitors do not have the voltage capability that 

a 15-kV SiC IGBT-based SM would require. Therefore, in order to implement the 15-

kV SiC IGBT in an MMC for and HVdc application, the voltage capability of the 

capacitors should be increased.  

6.2 Recommendations for Future Work 

Some suggested improvements include the following: 

• A comparative study between different SM capacitor voltage balancing techniques: 

this study should include the voltage balancing techniques proposed in the MMC 

literature and evaluate the tradeoffs between different techniques. This study should 

provide the readers with a reference for choosing the right voltage balancing 

technique. 



 

124 
 

• Analyze the behavior of the MMC under fault conditions: a controller for unbalanced 

conditions can be applied to the MMC terminals to improve the system response under 

faults and unbalanced conditions. 

• The simulation model of a two-terminal HVdc link can be expanded to a multi-

terminal simulation model: a third terminal, for example a wind farm, can be added to 

the system to analyze its behavior.  

• Include a model for the dc-transmission lines for a more accurate simulation of an 

HVdc transmission system.  

• The multi-terminal simulation model can be used to study the response of the system 

under faults and unbalanced conditions. 

• A small-scale prototype of an MMC: this prototype could be used to test different 

voltage balancing algorithms as well as the different control algorithms presented in 

this thesis. 

• Negative- and zero-sequence controllers can be added to the proposed sensorless 

controller to improve its performance under unbalanced conditions. 

• Reduce the time step of the simulations to further verify the results obtained. 

• A second order generalized integrator can be implemented to the sensorless technique 

to further improve its robustness against harmonic pollution on the grid voltages. 

• The simplified model of the 15-kV SiC IGBT can be improved and exported to 

Matlab/Simulink™ to realize more tests regarding the efficiency of the system when 

compared with a 3.3-kV Si IGBT. 

• An average model of the MMC can be used to speed up the simulation times when 

evaluating new control algorithms at the system level.  
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