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DIARY

Monday. Nov. 7 th. Iw«o8.

At Waterton* 1 can't remember much of what
happened last week, except constant waiting tor
news which didn't come, end hasn't come yet.

On Wednesday we listened-in to Daw's M Comp (
and arter waiting for an age ror the judge’s de-
cision No. 54 won, Daw being 70, I proved after
wards that she lost by g point. What rotten luck
I am wondering how Daw really took it, but have
not seen her since. She stayed in Town, and |
believe goes home tomorrow. It seems that Mrs.
Garner, of McKinley's, won it. N

On Thursday | was thoroughly tired, was all
the week, but have shed it now, thanks be. It
was easterly weather, wgich explained it. I had
odd jobs to do, and at 5 o'c ock went to see
Q,ueen and her spring-off, which is quite a derl
ing. I missed John. Q,ueen looks very well, out ~
the last time | saw her she had the radiant new-
married look about her. Now | suppose in the tim*
of fruit one cannot expect the glory of the
blossom. Vida's infant came the Saturday before -
last, a girl, out poor Vide had a rather bad tim*
I showed EIlla how to do the Bank work, and she

'r Ky Ja jL ji

is taking it over. | hope she won't overdo if* AU n
On the Tuesday | went to see G., only to fine,

him out listening at Willie dinner's to the stIj_€Xa_|_ al-C/H A sl —

Melbourne Gup. Went again on Wed., and as | had

not been for some time, the dear Lad made it

obvious that he was pleased to seeme. Re nad had

an accident the previous Sunday, and run into or

been run into by the R.C. priest. ach declares

that the other was on the wrong side, and speed

ing, so | have had some quiet amusement out of

it. G. talked about the <clank blank "Pope", and

behaved os wusual in a most childish way to "the

cloth') Perhaps | may be able to tackle him some

day through that. He had to go to S ' 'field, and

I was hoping he would ask me, and bless him, he

did . Such a lovely run, and | recaptureo some o0X

mone nappiness and near-Gou-n.es:" wie, 1 *oUnu on

oX ip co 0 J

f o —y T /it AT f k-v
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y EASTER DAY. 1939. ¢
Q,ui te a week! I am still rath.tr contused, by
the complete change,of environment. Last Sat. 1
got off with Jean to see me o ff, and Hiraself too n x ~ -
oless him. Ran into Gilbert in the street, look -
ing tired and worried. Didn't like the look of A-/
. .y him. Saw Jean’s room, which is very nice, 'but
needs far too much climbing for her good, had a
good trip., though | didn’t sleep, much. Sat with iP '
Mrs. Clark quite a lot, and Iliked to look of her *

U

s * party. Such a jolly <crowd, playing quoits.

/U

Ber.thed at 7, so waited for Dinah, and ran* v
4TMJin from the boat. Got out here after 11, and. for S
the rest of the day was. half asleep. Dinah and |
talked, a lot, she reading me Jack'’'s Letters., and
expanding on his virtues, and | telling her most ,
of what 1 atrad to say about Gimger. She has real'r»~'~Lf
\% ised his make-up more clearly than 1 should have (f)
N expected, sne was thrilled to bits with the photo/er~'D
11 have found my thoughts resting on him very irtt.
T*which is a very good thing, and a relief in a way
lg ffection for him must always be a burden, bless
him --- yet a sweet burden. yi
~ynda is a very nice.child, and Una quite nice |
even if rather one-track. The cost of food and

/?,Chinese customs have been the chief topic's so fair/ A/s
| She has taken Lynda wup-country with her this week-¥

to L8s. great joy. Monday' AN A
On Monday | did nothing much. On Xxua-xcuty
night :win came out to tea, and we yapped a bit. V¥4
On Tuesday | took myself to Town and got some
bargains; am very pleased with a black handbag
for B74. Tnhe City is just the same, and 1 enjoy
it, but find it tiring. But it is fun catching o
trains and finding one's.way about again. I find 7/ /
, it a bit hard to keep myself as an entity in ay n
own mind among so many people, and all so uninter-
J>

ested in everyone else. N
On Wednesday nothing much, out getting over M jp L

Af Tuesday, which left me more.~ired chan any otherlik -~

a §0 I8F— A% mifME BV woRderitbl Tack arrived

M ' 1
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AA

QA o]
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having flown down from Canberra. Dinah met him ii

Town for tea-, saw Una and ,L. o ff, then out here.
He is a. lad with an open face, sensitive lips,
(possibly slightly sensuous) good eyes, and a
very attractive .smile which curls up his whole
face. He -is obviously very thrilled. He is to be
ordained deacon at the end of this year, but at
the moment he appears to be in such a-turmoil ov-

er Dinah that the future seems to- hold only her.
That is my fancy. He bows to her slightest wish,
yet he is a lad with planty of decision of his

own. Plenty of common-sense tooj so the pair of
them will.work out things in the end. One wouidn'i
take him at first sight to be very highly sexed,

but you ask Dinah.1 I notice he talked to win and
me about his Anglican interests, yet not to her -e
in our presence, anyway. Dinah doesn’t givex her
real state of mind away so much, though-it is
obvious that she is perfectly happy over his
being here .and all that it implies. She has an
extra aliveness about her, I suppose after he got
i shall have to be patient with the mood of re-
action. -they have been dashing here and there
together all the time.

On Thursday they went over Wesley, to the
Hong-Kong Cafe for Lunch, where they were x-ut in

a speak-easy sort of .place, to their great amuse-
ment; then were to meet me at Ormond at but oi
course were Jlate. So fihys rescued me and took me
to his study. I fear my social graces are rather
few, tear af ter .a while conversation languished.

I ieel rather a humourless, unvivacious, stodge

in the presence of these strong personalities,

but try- to accept my Ilimitations and perhaps
acquire a little of these virtues. 1 know that
it Is partly due to the last three years, which
have definitely sapped what little initiative and
go | had. ~nd today with the Sisters 1 felt .pos-
itively shy’ Perha])s time wil return some of my
eenness for life, and some poise. Yet aim this
time 1 hay. thought i had acquired poise ah

« \j7 ‘ v
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had tea, ana strolled round the street, too lorn

101 mygood, and. looked ior <,ius ana ouiuains.
amid aimost unoexievauie n-jise xrom oraix-
it he,dn't wueen ior that the room would

have ueen lovely.

'Yy~O io at. retells at 8 onis A-ive one service no.
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_J io the wuomniumty house ior breakiast at or. o
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a unarming manner, nil of tnem nave onao seal or *
true rengion on them, they nave invited me there!
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very lump-m-me-onroatxsn .ait one OXMe. inen to
o.c. ior n , wnicn was perxectly beauciiui. xhe j

AL effect of so much worshupiul atmosphere has re- f
mained with me a3 a strong sense of confidence in.
God, scarcely Joyr but certainly a calm deep-down
sort of jay. i'he i. cense , rich apparel etc. do 1
count ior something, but reaxly i suppose it s
the reverence shown by. ministers and congregation
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too. ne .is a dear when, met personally.
Lunch, a rest, tnen nad another ioojt at th<
Cathedral, studying the windows, i'hey and the
[ mosaics are beautiful, han-into the W attses, o0i a.
/ILiaA \/y all people, home, to find tne youngsters just off
to tea and St. ip’,s. (Jack dicin't maxce m s -Commun-,
ion in a Q. of s. today, but in Dinah's Church,
surprising, but perhaps quite a good indication
JoA AYi*"T7 "™ oi tne yo-unger generation's attitude to Church
unity. Win and I had tea, tnen she off to C.C. aga-
gain, and | to bed.
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r Sunday, January 28, 1940.
0 At Oscar’s. My word, how badly | was in neec
\% of a drop of stimulation’ Just seeing

roundings, brefething new air, and all t"S ZII O|'W

it, makes the staleness drop off like 3 garment.
I think the teal cause of my staleness was spirri-
-W tual, and that part hasn’t had a real bump-up, bull™V
all the same, it is good to be here.
a- Mothing much happened before we left, except
that Anne and Ernest looked in on Auesday - a
~ foul day, and the poor things had had rotten 7
weather for all thedr holiday. Anne didn’t look /
w well, for all her new teeth. E. and 1. go back rate /m
Gamp on the 19th Eeb. now. It was funny how com-
c pletely out of touch with them | felt, couldn't ra
up the ability.to be anythino but best behaviouri”® jf
Mr. B. has had an op. for hernia, and is coming r
( through w ell. I sent him some glads, per Amue,
N~ they are re? ally lovely.
>/ We left on Wednesday, and had a good trip.
Went through St. Leopards, past the new Cremator-
Nr ium, a very nice building. Lad lunch near Camp-
belltown. Later on had a blow-out, when doing
N about 35 )mph. | couldn't realise that it was the
.busted tyre that was dragging us to the left, nor
- that one can’'t pull up very promptly under the
/j circumstances, so most of what | felt was irritat-
ion that Ok wouldn’t avoid running into a post. / 1v
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n work. E n a was clutching John and hiding her

, head, but my maternal instinct didn't suggest
/iithat |1 clutch Val. Perhaps it would if she were
_my daughter. En route Val started making a nuis-
7 ance of herslkf asking for ice-creams etc. and
,111a really doen't manage the kid well. So she
ANsulked till I got the bright idea to tickle her o, om
into a good humour again. Val feels unjustly
n treated, and in many ways she is. I suppose be- —JU
cause I am at leisure here and not absorbed in
U L own affairs, I am getting, on famously with her
Pat present, and with John too. have put them to be
and talked to them, and we have quite a theologic-7 ¢

al discussion. How hard it is for kids to get a
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right idea about Goed and prayer and all the restn» n

of it.

) By the way, I voiced my worry to Win last r
Tuesday, quite late, and she reassured me, but
wouldn’t confide in me in the lightest degree.

I think | was right to speak; certainly if |1 had
not, I should have blamed myself.

I like Ok's house, except for the crowded-
ness of everything. After the country, suburban
homes seem somewhat poky. 1 have quite a pleasant
sunroom, with the afternoon sun, and a rather

I"w >0 (fe Pr ct ) .
nice vie?/. Banna was here to greet us, looking
very well . Madge rang.up on Wed, night, and |

/2 c«__A went there to tea on Thursday. She looks her old

A bright self, and we just dropped into the old
ways as if we had parted yesterday. It is good to
2h fe/- have such companionship, with someone who follows
your thought. Also it is nice that one can say
V-r Ijust anything, without being misunderstood. Of
couree'parts of each of us must be a closed bok
to the other. We chatted all the afternoon, and
I watched while she prepared tea -—- a comical
sight. I like her father, a very different type
from Madge, with a gentle voice and ways. A curse
u 1 - on my thwarted 3ex instinct, but even with him
I couldn’t dodge the thought of his being a possib
/V § and then felt frightfully ashamed. | met Cecily

u Taylor, an umteenth cousin of the Blyth clan,

notvy and the wonderful Mdyth, who looks about done in,»

ﬁ; and not fit to cope with weddings and honey moons
The event is next Saturday, and Madge 1is <chief

L e b.m ., hence her decision not to go to B’'dale.
eMrs, Lethlean and Peter were there, P. just too
too exquisite - and only 14! Also Mrs. Nicholas
came in. We had a perfectly mad tea, but it is —N
chryfr refreshing to be mad.

On Friday went into Town with Madge, and we
both got a completely mad fit, and wanted to

A paint the water-frotn red. We may go there one
day, it is a fascinating place. I got some new

shoes, nice, but 24/711. Had my first sight of the

/C+ X sk- s2-" Cathedral tower/,a/nd various other new buildings

a A jI oA 4>t Yesterday eHIla, the kids and | went to

Mrs. Parker’s to an A merican ea. Perfectly lovel,;

%



grounds, with terraces, and a .lovely garden on

afeh Loyl ,. -didn't boay mideh, “Ke Wids wemts t8 &
wedding at night, Ella in a pretty frock. |llang ivy/ / / 7/
Alf, but can’'t see him til] after Tuesday. ™ "
Today went to H.T. with the family. My worqj J

I like the organ and Ok’s management of it. rie
looks a bird in his regimentals, rather dist ingu
ed, whiclj amuses”™rae, since he looks so mcuh the re;
verse at times. ?he Archdeamon preached, but othe*.V\ / jitL
wise the service was nice. Hath not in Hobart.

I may go again tonight, as John Sayers is to ) 1
preach, the Editor of Tryst. The Moral Rearmament )
people are having a meeting in the Town Hall to- "
morrow night, and Ok 1is to play the organ. I might
go. I am glad it is on while | m here.
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.the dear thing, Who talxea ot .any things. Tnor*

SILM gy. Sep t. _XVk« At War*
An unevsntiul iiiF it uUOMe, except ror
toddling round end telling « tow tnet i was

coming nor*. St* Cirfi, went to see JoyCe, wno UAAALM

.till in Town V*ing A-ray.d, end to see the n.c
S £j%

Y"1 are "several more usings | \ant to discuss witn

/
et N>

4

ixim, notwoxy our attitude . . . I
weekly Inte)r/cession service§ FQ? }/\{laoréthﬁqi)l(?dhﬁpvmg /C il 6Lu
In |t|he war, and H.C. with special inttntion gg
W e .
Came in on Friday, with Win. She cot
trap ride at the 1st minute, with Jean Lac ‘4
bloke, John Marshall, who was to appear at o _
finally w s rounded up after 12, so that Win had

to clamber from his car into the ‘'drome bus, minus /C

Vlunch» ?jnd. what was worse, without seing Bebbie.

a

A rtfi

Ksl

M /L

6 L.

He dropped me at the. Office, and i met Loll, who

'j 0°SIUp t0 S*6 Joh* wh0 WRS off for tha evening, AP

So | stayed in Town too, and went to the pictuTes

for the evening':: Sho pod in the afternoon, saw

Ivy abd Bebbie, who gave ne quite a shock at

sj.™MJ, of her thinness and haggard appearance; it /

makes me shudder at the possibilities. Thank !

goodness it will gnly be for a few months, and

then she won't be gverworking in two spheres at f

once, i explained \in's non-appearance and gave 1

her Win's peesent, saw the lante, went to Jean A a
for tea. We had a pleasant meal together, but sr.# ANAY/
has not unnaturally been more het up about the .7 C
war than she ought. Saw Winsome for a few min- trckK ft fft
utes, then to trie pictures. Sew "The hoy fr om /,

Barnado s", an excellent show, and 1 hope auth- ~ <*MP
entic. acting excellent, too. To the Office, f)

where the lovers picked nme up, and we all went tc

the Show Ground to deposit John, who likes quite »

in his element in uniform, j. played gooseberry, | .,
hop© a nice tactful one, whil* they said good- n /

night for half-an-hour. Bless the pair of them. / f) yiA J1j)
We left Town at midnight, and it was about 2:0”™ "'

wh.» 1 got to sl..p, Sues goings o.J L.Il i, Ah, |, P/,
v.ry cheerful, coMId.rl.g .11 thl.gs, but to- '



aight's news, which gseems to be the entry o
Hussia into the mess, is pretty awfyl

t, r mJl' B W& with A*«* till today _at diliner-
time, when she brought the kids ov<-r. Thev In-ik-
bonny. Air. b. r turfned for t-a last Vnigh?. i°

was completely lazy yesterday, except for going
//C' A K o« with Leil to the tennis-court in the afternoon,
. snd the talking to Goo in his kitchen for ages 1
1A afterwards. The garden here, is simply lovely, 71
/e more in prospect than in actual fact --- except
’ A> for the bulbs, which are splendid »nd ubiauitou
One can feel Spring everywhere, even in the wenthl
fokn A er, which is foul. Looks better now. Such a ser-
enity there is in the garden, when gpne seeks for
v it. Misen one gets there, wars and rymours of
s o wars seem far more insignifj.calnt.
‘ In Church today Dicky used a form gf
cession and included on his own account, praver
T for the enemy. Then he preached on the Christian
standard of loving our enemies, quite clearly and
pointedly, yet without the argumentative, or /
perhaps defensive, attitude | seem to take u
He was very impressive by his simplicity and
sincerity. 1 thanked him after hen 1 got the
chance, xt s great to hear and read from so many

7 tj sources that Christians realise that they must
fight war hatred. God grant that it may continue,
U Lven the commentator for trie A.B.C. talked on

those lines, pleading for an enlightened public
opinion which would make possible a just peace.
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