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THE NEED FOR COGNITION SCALE: A STUDY OF ITS
PSYCHOMETRIC PROPERTIES AND ITS ABILITY
TO PREDICT ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
Arthur R. Cleavinger June 1990 72 pages
Directed by: william Pfohl, Sally Kuhlenschmidt &

John Bruni

Department of Psychology, Western Kentucky University

The psychometric properties of the Need for Cognition Scale
(NCS; Cacioppo & Petty, 1982) were investigated in two studies
with independent samples of undergraduates at Western Kentucky
University. In the firsc study (N = 379), the internal
consistency and factor structure of the NCS were examined, and
the NCS was compared to th Achievement subscale of the
Personality Research Form (Jackson, 1974) and the State-Trait
Curiosity subscale of the State-Trait Personality Inventory
(Speilberger, 1979). Also, the possibility of differences in
"need for cognition" attributable to socio-economic status
(i.e. the educational attainment of the subjects' parents)
were examined. The second study (N = 72) compared the NCS to
the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test-Revised (PPVT-R; Dunn &

Dunn, 1981) and, in addition, investigated the possibility

that the NCS could explain variance in American College Test
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scores attributable to differences in Educational
Attainment level, with children of highly educated
parents having the highest NCS scores.

4) NCog will correlate positively and significantly with
NAch and State-Trait Curiosity: however, the correlations
will be moderate and NCog will retain its unique status.

5) The NCS Short Form and the PPVT-R will correlate

significantly and positively, but the correlation will be

moderate enough to allow NCog's interpretation as a
unique construct.
6) The NCS will account for variance in ACT scores over

and above that explained by the PPVT-R.
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