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English literature, Angus writes, was the refection of the national life, an
exhibition of the principles to which we owe our freedom and progress; a voice of
experience speaking for all time, to any who are willing to hear. 'No nation, he
adds, somewhat chauvinistically, ‘could have originated it but in circumstances
like those of England, and no nation can receive and welcome it without

reproducing in its life the image of our own.’
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O’ er the brattling of the boards, biting of the sword,

Crumbles, now the chiefs are dead. And the coat of ringed mail
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May far and wide no longer fare with princes to the field

At the side of heroes. Silent is the joy of harp,

Gone the glee-wood' s mirth: never more the goodly hawk
Hovers through the hall ; the swift horse no more

Beats with hoof the Burh-stead. Thus, unhappy did he weep
In the day and night, till the Surge of Death

On his heart laid hold!®.
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p=thitszlidend  syd8an hatan
Biowulfes biorh, 0a Je brentingas
ofer floda genipu  feorran drifad.

Andrew Sanders, The Short Oxford History of English Literature (Clarendon Press; Oxford) , 1994, p. 20.
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' English Literature; An Illustrated Record, vol 1, (The Macmillan Company; London) , p. 15.
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Of King Arthur, that was so riche,

Was not in his tyme him liche (“like”) . . .
Of Tristrem and Ysoude the swete,

How they with love first gan mete . .
Stories of diverse thinges,

Of princes, prelates, and kinges,

Many songs of divers rhime,

As Engelish, French, and Latyne.”

T. G. Tucker and W. Murdoch, A New Primer of English Literature (Whitecombe and Tombs Limited, 1911), p. 31.
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Andrew Sanders, The Short Oxford History of English Literature, Clarendon Press,
Oxford, 1944.
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Richard Garnett, C. B., LL. D. English Literature; An Illustrated Record, vol 1, The
Macmillan Company; London, 1905
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