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Development of the Effective English Lessons:
Trials for Improving English Lessons through Development of

Materials, Integrated Class and Cooperative Learning
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Twenty-eight students enrolled in my section of Basic Communication Skills I
in the spring semester, and twenty-three students enrolled in Basic Communication
Skills IT in the fall semester.

In the spring semester, sixteen classes were conducted including the final class
held during examination week. This class was linked to Shigesako's English Literacy
class. Selected grammar structures from the Conversations in Class were also taught
in her class. The major content and type of activity of each class is outlined below.

Week 1. This was a joint session done with Damon Chapman. We did get
acquainted activities and went over class rules regarding attendance, tests, dictionary
requirement, etcetera.

Weeks 2-4. Students were introduced to textbook activity types through short
exercises and pair work as well as to the three Golden Rules for English conversation:
(1) avoid silence when asked a question; (2) give answers with one or two extra pieces
of information;and, (3) sometimes talk about yourself without being asked a question.
They taught each other these rules, in part, by reading Japanese explanations to each
other.

Weeks 5-8. During these four weeks, students learned first time greetings, self-
introductions, and how to talk about school life and part-time jobs. They engaged in
frequent pair work and small group work to practice the sentence patterns, vocabulary
and conversation strategies learned in the unit. Students also taught each other
vocabulary they had learned as preparation for the unit vocabulary quiz.

Weeks 9-13. In these five weeks, students learned English for talking about
daily activities, school life and how they spend time studying, working and at play.
Handouts were used to give extra, more controlled pair and group work practice. In
the final week, students were tested in small-group speaking tests on their ability to

follow the first two Golden Rules and to use conversation strategies for expressing
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uncertainty, getting time to think, asking for repetition, say they do not understand
getting help from the teacher.

Weeks 14-16. In week fourteen, students took a unit two vocabulary quiz and
began preparing for a second speaking test, a pair test in which they asked each
other five questions from unit two and were assessed on the ability follow the Golden
Rules and use the strategies learned in class. The next week, students practiced in
pairs for their speaking test and prepared for a unit one and two vocabulary test. In
week sixteen, students took the vocabulary test, the speaking test and turned in their
vocabulary journals.

In the fall semester, there were also sixteen classes including the final class held
during examination week. The major content and type of activity of each class is
outlined below. The class was linked to Kaneno's English one. Cooperation consisted of

occasionally sharing information about lesson content by email.
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Week 1. The instructor gave an overview of the class including grading information
and class rules. Common greetings were reviewed as part of a short conversation
exercise.

Weeks 2-8. In these weeks, students learn how to talk about attractions in their
hometowns, mainly Hiroshima City and the surrounding area. There was an emphasis
on frequent in-class vocabulary study, dictionary use and vocabulary sharing in pairs
and small groups. As in the spring, guided conversation practice handouts were used
for ample pair and group work in which students helped each other master basic
sentences and expressions taught in class. Both pair work and vocabulary provided an
element of reverse teaching. In week eight, there was a unit three vocabulary quiz and
the first speaking test was set up.

Weeks 9-12. In week nine, the students first quizzed each other on silence
avoidance strategies using A-B pair cards: one student acted as teacher, the other
as student. They then did a brief one-on-one speaking test with the teacher in
which they had to use silence avoidance strategies and give a long answer to one
question. In the remaining weeks, students completed unit three, took two short
vocabulary quizzes and a small group speaking test in which they each cooperated
to maintain a conversation for two minutes each that keep Golden Rules one and
two the conversational strategies learned in the spring and new strategies for polite
expression of agreement and disagreement.

Weeks 13-15. Students learned to talk about their travel experiences and future
travel ideas using handouts and unit four of the textbook. Students frequently worked
and pairs and small groups to practice and master the structures and vocabulary. In
week fifteen, there was a unit four vocabulary quiz.

Week 16. A final vocabulary and expressions test and speaking test were conducted

and students submitted their vocabulary journals.
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O What's your hometown famous for ?

@ 1 like delicious food!

® 1Ilove pro baseball.

@ My hometown is famous for Himeji castle.

® Do you like living there?
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How ( ) does it take you to eat ?
2. EABREFDRIFETT e ?
What ( ) of pizza do you like ?

3. YOLKLVOHMETHIATIATEITH?
How ( ) do you go to karaoke ?
4. TEMOBTEZRNE T ?
What ( ) do you usually sing ?
5. FREDL ) HEIKRE L THIZWTTH?
What ( ) would you like to do someday ?
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