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Identifying alternative cropping systems: a major challenge in agroecology How to promote biological control by natural enemies in crop fields ?

To achieve sustainability, we need to identify alternative cropping systems Promoting relevant management Increase crop diversity both in timeand
that can both ensure sufficient levels of food production and reduction in practices of semi-natural elements, space (rotation and intercropping
pesticide inputs while maintaining ecosystem integrity and simultaneously i.e. hedgerows respectively)

delivering multiple ecosystem services.
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What is intercropping ? ‘ Combination = synergy : ’

Intercropping creates structures of mixed plant populations
with "barrier" or "dilution of resources" effects which can
reduce the pressure of pathogens, weeds and pests
compared with that exerted on sole crops.

Absence of a global synergy between distance from the hedgerow and intercrop in
supporting biocontrol of pests and weeds
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ecosystem services such as pest biocontrol.
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SCIENCE & IMPACT

This work was conducted under the BQR project HaiesCAFARR.
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