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Abstract 

Antoinette is a chamber opera in one act. It is a dramatization of the events 

leading to the execution of Marie Antoinette and is 30 minutes in length. The 

narrative of the opera was developed together with Vancouver based poet Ray Hsu, 

who wrote the libretto. Antoinette is intended to address modern societal issues 

through musical drama. These issues represent the biographical reality of the 

characters but are intended to resonate with modern audiences. Themes will include 

overconsumption, the dangers of so-called “Strong-man Politics”, mortality, and 

feminism. Antoinette is written for five principle vocalists (soprano, mezzo-soprano, 

tenor, baritone, bass) accompanied by a chamber orchestra which consists of a flute, 

clarinet, percussion (snare drum, bass drum, vibraphone), piano, violin, viola, 

violoncello, and contrabass.  
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ANTOINETTE

An Opera in One Act

Music by Colin McMahon

Libretto by Ray Hsu
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be a blan - ket state ment-

Wait. What are we talk ing- a bout?-
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Your High ness?- m' lord
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Why, hel lo.-

Good, let us feast! The
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(exits)
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(Robespierre enters, catching up) 
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(du Motier escorts Marie and Louis off  stage. 

While being lead out Marie gestures to the 

Maid to hide.) 
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in a short life time fate snatch es- from our jaws.
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End of the Opera
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