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Abstract

Antownette 13 a chamber opera in one act. It 13 a dramatization of the events
leading to the execution of Marie Antoinette and is 30 minutes in length. The
narrative of the opera was developed together with Vancouver based poet Ray Hsu,
who wrote the libretto. Anfownette 1s intended to address modern societal issues
through musical drama. These issues represent the biographical reality of the
characters but are intended to resonate with modern audiences. Themes will include
overconsumption, the dangers of so-called “Strong-man Politics”, mortality, and
feminism. Antownette 1s written for five principle vocalists (soprano, mezzo-soprano,
tenor, baritone, bass) accompanied by a chamber orchestra which consists of a flute,
clarinet, percussion (snare drum, bass drum, vibraphone), piano, violin, viola,

violoncello, and contrabass.

Keywords

Music, composition, opera, Canadian opera, chamber music, vocal music, French

Revolution, Marie Antoinette
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Instrumentation and Dramatis Personae

Instrumentation:

1 Flute

1 Bb Clarinet

1 Piano

1 percussionist (snare drum, bass drum, vibraphone)
1 Violin

1 Viola

1 Violoncello

1 Contrabass

Dramatis Personae:

Marie Antoinette — Mezzo-Soprano
Maximilien Robespierre — Tenor
King Louis XVI of France — Bass
Gilbert du Motier — Baritone

Maid of the Royal Household — Soprano
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Scene 1

(The royal apartment of Versailles. Marie is alone on stage, busy choosing flowers for the coming ball)
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but stays at the opposite side of
the stage as they speak)
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(Marie and Louis are alone on stage)
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(Marie almost says something,

but looks away instead)
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End of the Opera
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