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Abstract 

Antoinette is a chamber opera in one act. It is a dramatization of the events 

leading to the execution of Marie Antoinette and is 30 minutes in length. The 

narrative of the opera was developed together with Vancouver based poet Ray Hsu, 

who wrote the libretto. Antoinette is intended to address modern societal issues 

through musical drama. These issues represent the biographical reality of the 

characters but are intended to resonate with modern audiences. Themes will include 

overconsumption, the dangers of so-called “Strong-man Politics”, mortality, and 

feminism. Antoinette is written for five principle vocalists (soprano, mezzo-soprano, 

tenor, baritone, bass) accompanied by a chamber orchestra which consists of a flute, 

clarinet, percussion (snare drum, bass drum, vibraphone), piano, violin, viola, 

violoncello, and contrabass.  
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ANTOINETTE

An Opera in One Act

Music by Colin McMahon

Libretto by Ray Hsu
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be a blan - ket state ment-

Wait. What are we talk ing- a bout?-
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Your High ness?- m' lord
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Why, hel lo.-

Good, let us feast! The

freely

soon er- we get this ov er- with,
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(Robespierre enters, catching up) 

it from here, Ma rie.- How

mp

un wise- to rush a bout- dur ing- a rev o- lu- -

p

71

arco

mp

mp

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ . ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

.

∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

~
~~
~~

.

∑ ∑

?

.

>

> >

>

>

∑

œb

œ

œ

Œ

œ œ

Œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ œ
œ# œ

œ œ œ

˙#
œ#

œ#

˙#
œ

œ#

Ó œ

Œ

Ó

œ#

Œ

¿

j

‰ Œ

œ

Œ ˙#
œ

œ#

Ó

œ#

Œ Ó

œ

œn œ

œ

œ

Œ

80



°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

Mai

Mar

Rob

duM

Lou

Fl.

Cl.

S. D.

B. D.

Vib.

Pno.

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

75

Ma

ff

rie,- you

mf

know bet ter- than

mp

to try and es cape- the will

f

of "The Peo

mp

-

tion.-

75

f

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

>

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

>

Ó Œ

œ
˙# ˙ ˙#

œ œ Œ

œ

œ

œn

œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ œ

œ<#> œ#

Ó

˙<#> ™
œ ˙ ™

œ# ˙
™

Œ

˙<#> ™
œ ˙ ™

œ# ˙
™

Œ

Ó

˙n

81



°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

Mai

Mar

Rob

duM

Lou

Fl.

Cl.

S. D.

B. D.

Vib.

Pno.

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

M'

mf

lord

(clearly very nervous) 

Robes pi- erre.- One of the

q=72

80

ple". Who

mf

are you?

mp

mp

mp

mp

q=72

80

mp

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

&

∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

>
3

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

- - - - - .

&

.

?

?

.

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑

‰
œ

J

œ œ

J

œ# œ

j

œ#
Œ Ó Œ

œ œ œ

œb

Œ Ó Œ

˙n œ œ œ

J

‰ Œ Œ

‰

œ

j

œ
™

œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
˙

œb

œ

œ

œ

œ#

œ#

œ

œ

œ

œ#

œ

œ#

j

‰ Œ Œ

œb

œ œ

œb œ

œ œ

œ

œ#

œ# œ

œ# œ

œ# œ

œ

œ

œ œ

œ œ

œ œ

j

‰ Œ Œ

œ œ

œ

œb

œ# œ

œ

œ#

œ# œ

œ

œ

j

‰ Œ Œ

˙

Ó

82



°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

Mai

Mar

Rob

duM

Lou

Fl.

Cl.

S. D.

B. D.

Vib.

Pno.

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

Peo ple.- You don't know Ma rie,- She

mf

has shown me kind ness.- You don't

84
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While being lead out Marie gestures to the 

Maid to hide.) 
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in a short life time fate snatch es- from our jaws.
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You may call me Ma rie.-

52

(exit)

Your

mp

High ness-

(suddenly du Motier feels sorry 

for Marie and guilty for the pain

 he has caused) 

I

mp

know,

pp mf

arco

mp

pp mf

52

pp mf

pp mf

p

pizz.

f

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

6

8

&

∑ ∑

&

‹

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑

o

B ∑ ∑ ∑

o

?

∑ ∑ ∑

o

?

∑ ∑ ∑

Œ
™

‰ ‰

œ

j

œ œ œ œ
œ

œ œ

j ‰ ‰ Œ
™

Œ
™

œ ™
œ ™

œ ‰ Œ

œ

J

œ ™

˙#
™

œ

J
‰ ‰ Œ

™

˙ ™ ˙ ™ ˙b ™

œ#

˙

O#

™

™

œ

O

j

‰ ‰ Œ
™

œ

O

˙ ™

™
O

œ

J

‰ ‰ Œ
™

œ

O

˙
™

™ O

œ

J

‰ ‰ Œ
™

œ

‰ Œ
™

œ

‰ Œ
™

132



°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

Mar

Rob

duM

Fl.

Cl.

S. D.

B. D.

Vib.

Pno.

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

Get

ff

out Gil bert,- Get the fuck out.

57

I have been un kind.

(exit)

p ff

p ff

57

p ff

p ff

p

arco

ff

9

8

9

8

9

8

9

8

9

8

9

8

9

8

9

8

9

8

9

8

9

8

9

8

9

8

9

8

&

∑

-
>

-
>

&

‹

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑

o

∑

B ∑

o

∑

?

∑

o

∑

?

∑ ∑

‰

œ œ ™ œ œ

‰

œb œ
œb

‰

œb

J

‰ ‰ Œ
™

œ œ
œ œ

J

œ
œ ™

Œ
™

˙
™

œ

J

‰ ‰ Œ
™

˙<b> ™ ˙n ™ ˙ ™

œ

˙

O

™

™

œ

O

j

‰ ‰ Œ
™

œ

˙

O

™

™

œ

O

j

‰ ‰ Œ
™

œ

˙

O

™

™

œ

O

j

‰ ‰ Œ
™

˙ ™ œ

J

‰ ‰ Œ
™

133



°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢
Mar

Fl.

Cl.

S. D.

B. D.

Vib.

Pno.

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

Resigned q.=64

61

pp ff pp pp ff pp p

pp ff pp

p

ff
p

pp
mp

pp

f pp
p pp

f
pp

p

f p f p

pp

pp

pp pp

pizz.

p

Resigned q.=64

61

p

pizz

pp f pp ff pp

pp f pp ff pp

9

8

4

4

9

8

4

4

9

8

4

4

9

8

4

4

9

8

4

4

9

8

4

4

9

8

4

4

9

8

4

4

9

8

4

4

9

8

4

4

9

8

4

4

9

8

4

4

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

>
>

>

>

∑

&

>

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑

?

> >

∑

?

∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑

?

>

∑ ∑

?

>

∑

Œ
™
Œ
™

œ ™ œ ™ œ ™
Œ
™

Œ
™
Œ
™

œ#
™

œ
™
œ
™ œ# ™ œ ™ ˙

™

Œ
™
Œ
™

œ ™ œ ™ œ ™

Œ
™

Œ
™
Œ
™

œ# ™

œ#
™
œ œn œ# œn

œ

J

œ œb

J

œn

J

œb

œb
™
˙ ™

œ ™

Œ
™
Œ
™

æ
æ
æ
œ
™

æ
æ
æ
œ
™

æ
æ
æ
œ
™
œ

j

‰ ‰
Œ
™
œ

j

‰ ‰

æ
æ
æ
œ
™

æ
æ
æ
œ
™

æ
æ
æ
œ
™

œ

j

‰ ‰
Œ
™

œ

j

‰ ‰
Œ
™

˙
˙

˙

˙ ™
™
™
™

œ

œ
™

™ œ

œ
™

™ ˙

˙
™

™

˙

˙
˙
˙

#
#

™
™
™
™

œ

œ# ™

™
œ

œ ™

™
˙

˙

b ™
™

Œ
™
Œ
™

œ

œ

b
™

™
œb ™

œ

œ

b
™

™
œb ™

œ

œ

™

™
œ ™
Œ
™

Œ
™
Œ

˙

˙

#

˙

œ

œ

# ™

™œ
™

œ

œ

™

™ œ
™
Œ
™

Œ
™

Œ
™

œ

œ

™
™

Œ
™

œ

œ

™
™

Œ
™

Œ
™

Œ
™

œ

œ#

™
™

Œ
™

œ

œ

b ™

™ Œ
™

Œ
™

Œ
™

œ

œ

™
™ Œ

™

œ

œ

™
™ Œ

™
Œ
™

Œ
™

œ

œ

# ™

™ Œ
™

œ

œb

™
™ Œ

™

Œ
™
Œ
™ æ

æ
æ
œ ™

æ
æ
æ
œ ™

æ
æ
æ
œ ™

Œ
™

Œ
™ æ

æ
æ
˙# ™

æ
æ
æ
œ# ™

æ
æ
æ
œ ™

Œ
™

Œ
™
Œ
™

æ
æ
æ
œb ™

æ
æ
æ
œb ™

æ
æ
æ
œ ™ œ ™ œ ™

æ
æ
æ
˙
™

æ
æ
æ
œ
™

æ
æ
æ
œ
™

œ
™

œ
™

˙b
™

134



°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢
Mar

Fl.

Cl.

S. D.

B. D.

Vib.

Pno.

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

My

pp

hand was last and first. The chain ends here.

q.=q (q=64)

67

pp

ppp

ppp

legato, non espr.

pp

q.=q (q=64)

67

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

&

∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Ó
œb

œb œ

œb
œ ™

œb

j

œ

Œ

œ
œb

œ œ

˙

Œ

w

˙b

‰
æ
æ
æ
œ ™

æ
æ
æ
˙ ˙b

Ó

æ
æ
æ
˙

Ó ‰

œb
œb

j
œb

‰

œb

j

œb
œ

œb
œb

œb
™

œb

j

œ

œb
œ

œ ™
œb

j

œ œ
œb ™ œ

j

œ

‰

œb

j

∑

135



°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢
Mar

Fl.

Cl.

S. D.

B. D.

Vib.

Pno.

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

I am killed not be cause- of what I chose. So much in such lit -

72

ppp

p

pp
pp

72

legato, non espr.

arco

pp

&

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Œ

œb

œb
œb œ

œb ‰

œb
œb

J

˙b

Œ ‰

œ

j

œ ™ œ

j

œb Œ ‰

œb

j

œ œ œ œ œ

˙

Ó Ó
æ
æ
æ
˙b

æ
æ
æ
˙ ˙b

œb
™

œb

j

œb
œ

œb
œb

œb
™

œ

j

œb

œb
œ

œb
œb ™

œb

J

˙b œb
™ œb

J

œb
™ ‰ Œ

œ

œb

b œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

Ó ‰ œb
œb

J

œb

‰

œb

J

œb
œ

œb
œb

136



°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢
Mar

Fl.

Cl.

S. D.

B. D.

Vib.

Pno.

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

tle- things. One choice al ways- more right than a noth- er.- I chose

77

ppp

ppp

pp

ppp

77

&

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

œ<b> œb
œ

Ó Ó

œb œ œ œ

œb

J

œ
™

œ œ
œ œ œ

Œ
œb

œb

æ
æ
æ
wb ˙b

Ó

œ

œb

b œ

œ

j

‰ Ó Œ

œ

œb

b œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œb

b œ

œ

j

‰ Ó Œ

œ

œb

b œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œb ™
œb

j

œ
™

œ

J

œ
™

œb

J

œ ™ ‰

œb
™ œ

j

œ

‰

œb

j

œb

‰

œb

J

œb
œ

œb
œb

137



°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢
Mar

Fl.

Cl.

S. D.

B. D.

Vib.

Pno.

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

too much in a world where choi ces- mat ter- so lit tle.-

81

ppp

pp

ppp pp

legato, non espr.

pp

arco

81

p pp

pizz.

pizz.

pp

&

∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑

&

∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

?

∑ ∑ ∑

œ<b>
œb

œ œ

œb œ
œ

œb
œ
™
œ
œ œ œ

œ
œb ™ œ

j

Œ

Ó
æ
æ
æ
˙b

æ
æ
æ
˙ ˙b

œ

œb

b œ

œ

j
‰ Ó Œ

œ

œb

b œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œb

œ

œ

œb

b

b

œ

œ

œ

j

‰ Ó

Ó ‰

œb
œb

j
œb ‰

œb

j

œb
œ

œb
œb

œb ™
œb

j

œ

œb
œ

œb
œb
™

œb

J

˙b œb ™ œb

J

œb ™

‰ Œ

œb œ œ œ

Œ œb œ

œ œ

138



°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢
Mar

Fl.

Cl.

S. D.

B. D.

Vib.

Pno.

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

I chose too of ten- in a world where choos ing- mat tered- too much.
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End of the Opera
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