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(1) The car drives fast. (2) Bureaucrats bribe easily.
the car.bureaucrats drive  bribe

( middle construction) . ( Keyser and

Roeper 1984; Fagan 1988; Stroik 1992; Ackema & Schoorlemmer 1994 )
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( Chinese middle construction) .
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The Synchronic Distribution and Historical Development
of Chinese Extended Middle Construction

CAI Shumei

( Department of Chinese College of Humanities Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 China)

Abstract: By paying particular attention to the syntactic arrangements and inher—
ent relevance among Chinese extended middle construction and other interrelated con—
structions this article makes a systematic analysis on its synchronic distribution which
paves the way to deduct the logical grammaticalization in synchronic layer. Further we
put forwards that the synchronic distribution of Chinese extended middle construction is
the epitome of its development at different stages therefore this article explores its his—
toric development to verify the reasonableness and effectiveness of synchronic grammati—
calization reconstruction.
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