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1o the Watson Smith lecture deliver-
ed at the Royzl College of Physicians of
London on the 12th January 18970, pub-
lished in the British Medical Journal
(Woodruff, 1970) Professar A, W, Wuood-
ruff of the London Scheal of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine, Physician to the Lon-
don Hospital for Tropical Diseases, has
written a very full account of Toxocaria-
sis, & newly understood disease, due to
infestation with the larva of the nemathel-
minths Toxoecarg conis and Toxocara cati.
Reading of the original paper is absolutely
esgential For ap appreciation of fhe origin
and effects of the Hlness. Our atiention
was first drawn to the disease (apart from
our having read about it in the lay press)
by Dr. R. A, Wiseman of the London
School of Hygiene when he, on a study
tour, visited Maltez in 18967, The main
ellects depend on the fact that the second
stage larvae wander widely in the tissues
and reach many organs, including the
brait. When they die aud disintegrate they
give rise to granulomatous feci. The infes-
tation has been associated with asthma
or pneumonitis, hepatomegaly, epilepsy
and, perhaps most important of all, with
choroidoretinitis. The larva apparently
enters the eye by the retinal artery, lesions
developing near the macular region.

Toxocara is a parasite which infests
bitches n whaom the second stage larvae
pass inmtn the uterus and thence infect
puppies antenatally. In puppies it passes
via the lungs and stomach to the intes-
tines where it hecomes adult and produces
eggs which are secreted in the faeces. Pup-
pies can therefore meinfect their own
maothers but also mice and men, especially

children who are so apt to fondle the ani-
mals. Dr. Wiseman examined 52 dogs in
Malta and found some 14 of them infectad,
tne percentage figure being given as 288
{Woodruft, 1970). Dogs are very commaon
and very popular pets in Malta and, with
the somewhat haphazard way in which
they are kept, it appears they can consti-
e a real danger to which we draw atten-
tion, Cats also can be a source of danger,

Case Repart

A man of 22, from Rahat, was first
seen in January this year. He complained
of “foggy” vision in the left eve. His vi-
sual acuity showed R.E. -2.0 Ds 6/9.
L.E. Light projection good, The fundi
examined under full pupillary dilatation
showed an opaque vitreous body. There
was no history of trauma. Full physical
examination gave negative findings. There
was 110 ebsinophilia.

A diagnosiz of acute choroiditis was
made, However there was no response to
treatment with antibictics and there fal-
lowed a gradusal deterioration. Vision in
the left eve has gone down to light per-
ception. Examination of the eye shows a
fully dilated pupil with numerous poste-
rior capsular changes. The eye is gradual-
ly becoming soft,

The intradermal injection of 0.1 ml
roxncaral skin test antigen gave a ralsed
lesion (with wvery little redneszg), which in
20 mimes increased {rom Gmm to 10mm
in diameter with a hardness which persis-
ted for at least an hour. The toxocaral
fluorescent antibody test was positive, In
the patient’'s home there have been no dogs
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since 1< wears, hut cats have always been gen and for carrying out the fluorescent
kept. antibody test,
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