The Centrai Mediterranean Naturolist. Vol. 2 (2) - 1993

RECORDS OF SPIDERS (ARACHNIDA: ARANEAE) FROM THE MALTESE ISLANDS (CENTRAL
MEDITERRANEAN)
Alfred £. Boldacchinod |, Dovid Dondrio<, Edwin Lanfrancos and Patrick J. SchembriS

ABSTRACT

Following o brief review of the literature on Maltese Aranege, o list of species which have
been confirmed as occurring in the Maltese Islonds is given. This list is based on the
taxonomic literature and on moterial in the authors’ collections; in the lotter case locality
and collection dota are included.. The list comprises 74 species belonging to 21 families.
The male palp and female epigyne of o number of species are illustrated.

INTRODUCTION

The spider founo of the Mediterraneon region is poorly known, especially that of the smaller
islands. 1t is perhaps for this reason that the Aranege ore one of the least studied groups
of Maltese terrestriol invertebrotes. We hove been able to trace less thon o dozen
publicotions which deal with or mention Maltese spiders: of these, most are old works
which are not readily obtainable. Moreover, much of this literoture consists of semi-populor
articles or works of a non-scientific nature such that the species mentioned in them need
to be confirmed as actually occurring locolly. In many coses we hove not been able to
relote the nomes given in these works to araneid toxa as currently understood.

The purpose of the present work is to give on occount of our current knowledge of the
oraneid fauno of the Moltese Islands as o basis for future work on. the group. It consists of
two ports. We first survey the literature on local spiders, reporting the species as originally
given in the various publications. We next give o list of species which have been confirmed
as occurring in the Moltese Islands. This list is based on two sources: firstly, the toxanomic
literoture, in effect the four publications by Pocock {1903), Brignoi {1979; 1982) and
Contorello (1982); secondly, on materiol in the outhors’ collections which hos been
identified by toxonomists specializing in the group. While reflecting the present state of our
knowledge of Maltese spiders, this report also highlights the lorge amount of work that still
needs to be done before our knowledge of the group is anywhere neor complete. Suffice it
to mention that apart from o large amount of gs yet unidentified moteriol belonging to the
21 fomilies tregted in the species list below, we have specimens belonging to at least eight
other families (Clubionidae, Dictynidae, Leptonetidoe, Prodidomidae, Uloboridae, Oecobiidae,
Oonopidae, Palpimanidae) still awaiting identification.

1 "Kestrel in Melito” House, Notary Zarb Street, Attord, Matta.

2 75/1 High Street, Sliema, Malto.

S Deportment of Biology, University of Malta, Msida, Molto.
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LITERATURE SURVEY

The earliest reference to Maltese spiders we could trace wos in Giovanni Gulia's # pronfyario
d/ storia noturale molfese, o biological vocabulary published over the period 1889-189%0
ond qiving the scientific names, and English and Ralion vernaculor equivalents to the
Moltese common nomes of local plonts ond onimals. This work mentions two spiders:
" Aranea scenica " ond " fpeira diodemd" (Gulio- 1889-90).

in 1903 Rl Pocock described o new species of trapdoor spider which he named " Memesio
arboricols " from moteriol collected in Malta by the Rev. C. Redmon S.J. (Pocock, 1903). As
far os we are aware, this is still the only record of this species from anywhere.

Ten years later, Giovanni Gulia ottended the 9th International Zoological Congress in Monaco
where he read o poper outlining the state of knowledge of the zoology of the Moltese
islonds. After pointing out what little work had been done on Maltese Arachnida, Gulic gave
o brief list of species noted by him, including "Araneg scenca ", " Tegenario domestica
and "Epeira disdema " (Gulia, 1914).

it is only in 1966 that the next work which mentions Moltese spiders is found. This is on
unpublished manuscript by A. Cremona consisting of o glossary of Maltese technical terms
covering o wide range of scientific and technological fields, deposited in the Melitensio
collections of the University of Molto Librory. Included in this work are the foliowing
araneids: " Cheniza sanvager ™ (sic!) (probably referring to Cleniza souvoger [Rossi, 1788]),
" Nemesia cementaria ", " Argyronauta aquatico " (sict), " Pholeus phalongioides ™, " Tegenaria
dom«;sfica " “Aranea scenica", " Epiblemeum scenicum"” ond " Epeira diodema " {Cremona,
1966).

in 1975 one of us (PJS) contributed two orticles on the spiders of the Maltese Islonds os
part of o series on the natural environment which appeared in o local newspaper. In these
orticles. the following genero/species were mentioned by nome: "Oysdera ", " Segestrio ",
" Seyfodes ", " Pholcys phalongoides " (sict), "Araneus ", "Argiope lobata ", " Cyrtophora
citricolo ', " Argyroneta oquatica ", " Plexippus poykull ";  general reference to locol
members of the fomilies Theridiidae, Clenizidoe, Lycosidae and Thomisidae wos also made
(Schembri, 19750, b).

In his review of the ltalion species of the fomily Araneidae, Paolo Brignoli recorded " Argiope
lobafa " from the Moltese Islands (Brignoli, 1979), while in his review of the Paloearctic
Filistatidoe, he recorded " Filistoto insidiafrix " (Brignofi, 1982).

in 1982 the Walion oroneologist Teresa Cantorello published the first toxonomic work on ¢
group of Moltese spiders, the family Solticidoe, in which she listed 15 species as occurring
in the Moltese Islonds, including one, Aelurillys schembri; new to science (Contorello, 1982).
A full list of the species recorded in this work is given in the species list which follows.

In o semi-populor article on spiders in Ciwiizafion, an encyclopoedio on Maltese culture,
history and contemporory orts, one of us (AEB) mentioned the following species by nome:
" Argiope lobata ', " Thomisiys onustys ", " Xysticus caperatys ", " Micrommata wirescens ",
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" Synaema globosym ", ond made genergl ollusion to Moltese members of the fomilies
Lycosidoe, Ctenizidoe, Pholcidoe, Aqeienidoe, Araneidoe, Salticidoe ond Pisouridoe
(Baldacchino, 1983).

The June 1983 issue of Pofomon , the maqozine of the Society for the Study ond
Conservation of Nature, wos dedicated to the notural history of St. Paul’s Islonds. One of
us (PJS) contributed on article on the non-insect invertebrate fauna of the islets in which
the following genera/species were mentioned: "Araneys spp", " Heliophanys tribulosys ",
“Oysdera ", “Ariadna ", "loxosceles v, "Scylodes " and " lextrix ', together with on
unidentified species of the fomily Polpimanidoe and another of the family Gnaphosidae,
possibly " Zelofes ", and unidentified species of Linyphiidoe {Schembri, 1983).

In his list of the floro ond founa of Ghar Dolam Cove, George Zammit Moempel (1986)
recorded two spiders: "Aulococyba subitaneo (0.P-C.)" and " Pholcys phalongroidae " (sic!).

In the first volume of his Moltese—English dictionary, Joseph Aquiling cites under "Brimbo”
(the Maltese word for "spider") the some nomes given by Gulia (1989-90) and Cremong
(1966) and on additional two species "lycosa foranfule " (sic!) and “Tarantvle apulige "
(sic!) in oddition to the genero "Floronia ™, " Episinus ' and " Segestrio " (Aquiling, 1987).

The Red Data Book for the Maltese Islands, published in 1989, lists Moltese plants ond
onimgls which gre endemic, threotened, or of speciol scientific interest. The following
argneid species ore included: Nemesia arboricola |, lefragnatha extensa  Argiope
brvennichi Aelyrillys schembrii ond Negetha membrosa (Schembri, 1989).

SPECIES LIST

In the species list below, the following abbrevigtions gre used:

AEB - A.L. Boldocching; LC - L. F. Cassor; DD - D. Dandrio; EL - E. Lonfranco;

JLS - J.L. Schembri; PJS — P.J. Schembri; SPS - S.P. Schembri; m - male: f - female;
j = juvenile,

The figures, based on materigl preserved in 70% ethanol, were drawn by D. Dondrio with the
aid of a stereomicroscope.

CTENIZIDAE

The following species has been recorded: "Cheniza somvager " (sic!) (Cremona 1966,
Aquiling, 1987), probobly referring to Cleniza souvwsger (Rossi, 1788). We have no materiol
corresponding to this species.
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NEMESIDAE

Nemesia arboricolo Pocock, 1903
Nemesia arboricols sp. n.; Pocock, (1903)
Nemesia arboricolo ; Schembri, (1989)

This trapdoor spider differs from other species of Memesw in constructing its dwelling on
the trunks of trees rather than burrowing underground. Pocock’s description of the femgle
and nest, based on moterial collected by the Rev. C. Redman, indicates that more than one
specimen wgs ovoiloble. Despite its lorge size (c. 24mm), this species hos not been
recorded since its originol description ond may thus be regarded os on endemic species,
now probobly extinct.

Nemesig mocrocephola (Ausserer, 1891) (Fig. 1)
? Nemesia cementarig ; Cremona (1966)

MALTA: Birkirkoro ix.74, 1 m,, P.US. leg., 8iv.75, 1 m,, J.LS. leg., DD del.: Buskeft 7.x.76, 1 1, PIS
leg., AL Decoe det; Mellieho 10.xi.74, 1 m,, P.US, leg., OD del.
St. PAUL'S ISLANDS: 20.iv.75, 1 1., PJS leg., AE. Decoe del.

This trap-door spider usually constructs its burrow in holes on the rocky sides of volleys
ond in soil bonks,

FILISTATIDAL

Filistata insidiatrix (Forskoel, 1775) (Fiq. 1d)
Filistats insidiatrix ; Brignoli (1982)

MALTA: Birkirkoro 6.vii.74, 1 1., PJS leg. F. Wonless del.: Buskett 24.vi.75, 4 ., SPS leg. DO del;
Siggiewi 7.vi.87, 11., DD leq. & del.; Tos—Solib (Robot) 5.v.87, 11, 1 m, 1], DD leg. & del; Wied
id-Dis 7.iii.87, 3 i, DD leg. & del.; Wied il-Ghosel (Mosto) 29.v.84, 1 1. PJS leg., DD det.; Wied
Qirdo 24.w.87, 11, 15587 1 1, DD leq. & del.

Locally, this is o rother common species which constructs its web under loose bork,

especiolly that of corob trees, Ceraforsg siligua , ond in holes, In the lotter cose, the
entrance has severol rodiating spokes.

DYSDERIDAE

Dysdera crocota C.L. Koch 1839

MALTA: Sliemo 20.iii,88, 1 m,, 8.v.88, 2 1i,, DD leq. & det.; Tos—Solib (Robot) 5.v.87, 1 1., DD leq. &
del.

This common species is found under stones and among leaf litter.
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SEGESTRIDAE
Segestrig senocvlofa (Linnaeus, 1758)

MALTA: Buskett 3vi.74, 11, PJS leg,, F. Wonless del.

ZODARIDAE

Zodarion sp,
MALTA: Selmun 133,74, 11, PJS leq., F. Waniess det,

PHOLCIDAE

Phokcus phatangioides (Fuesslin, 1775)
Pholcys phalangiordes ; Cremong (1966)
Pholcys phalangoides (sic'); Schembri (19750)
Pholcys phalangioidae (sic!); Zammit Moempel (1985)
Pholens phlangioides (sic'); Aquiling (1987)

MALTA; Aftord 12.v.81, 1 |, AEB leg., P. Brignoli del.; Kolkoro 26.1.82, 1 1., AEB leg., P. Brignoli det.
G0Z0: Colypso's Cove 45184, 11, 1 j, L. Christion leg., K. Tholer det.

A very common species usuclly associoted with humon habitations. Frequently found on
ceilings of cellars, store-rooms etc.

Holocnemus pluchii (Scopoli, 1763) (Fig. 1 b & ¢)

MALTA: Buskell 19.xi.84, 4 mm,, SPS leg., P. Brignoli det.; Ghodirg 27vii.82, 1 1., AEB leg. P.
Brignoli det.; Siggiewi 1v.85 1 1, DD leg. & del; Torgo Gop 2.4i.82, 2 mm., J i, PJS leg, P.
Brigroli det.; Wied Qonnotio 18.ix.82, 5 ., PJS leg. P. Brignoli del.; Wied is~Sewdo 5vi.87, 1 1, DD
leq. & detl.

COMINQ: Blue Logoon 26.ix.82, 2 ff., 2 mm,, C. Briflo leg., P. Brignoli del.

Locolly, this species is frequently met with in rubble wolls where it constructs its copious
web in the larger crevices between the stones,

SCYTODIDAE

Scytodes berthetoli Lucas, 1838

MALTA: Birkirkaro 3.ix,75, 1 1,, PJS leq., P. Brignoli dei,
ST. PAUL'S ISLANDS: 27vi.75 1 1., PJS leg., P. Brignoli del,
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Scylodes velyting Lowe, 1836

MALTA: Bighi (Kolkoro) 28.iii.82, 1 1., AEB leq., P, Brignoli del.

Fig. 1 (0) Memesia ? macrocephale male: palp (x30); (b), (¢) Holocnemus pluchii male:
palp (x30); (d) Filistata insidiatrix male: palp (x20).
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LOXOSCELIDAE

Loxosceles ? rufescens (Dufour, 1820)

MALTA: Ghodiro 6.v.81, 1 |, AEB leq., P. Brignoli del.; Kolkoro 6.v.82, 1 |, AEB leg., P. Brignoli del.
ST. PAUL'S ISLANDS: 20.iv.75; 27.vit.75, PJS leg., P. Brignoli det,

GNAPHOSIDAE

Haplodrassys severys (C.L. Koch, 1839)

MALTA: Soling 13,88, 1 m., DD leg. G. Levy del.: Siggiewi 19,189, 1 m.. DD leg, G. Levy det.:
Wied Qirdo 7.v.87. 1 1., DD leg., G. Lewy del.

FILFLA ISLAND: Pioteou 23.1.90, 2 mm., 2 1., PJS leg, G. Levy del.

Nomisig exornata (C.L. Koch, 1839)

COMING: 22,187, 11., DD leg., G, Lewy det

Nomisig recepts (C.L. Koch, 1839)

MALTA; Siggiewi 23.v.87, 1 m,, DO leg., G. Levy del.; Sliemo 8v.88, 1 m., DD leq., G. Levy del.; Wied
Qirdo 26.vi.87, 1 1., DD leg., G. Lewy detl.

Poecilochroa sp.

MALTA: St Andrews 25.iv.87, 1 1, DD leg., G. Levy det,

Scolophaeys blockwolli (Thorell, 1871)

MALTA: Mosto 9.i.89, 11, DD leq., G. Levy det.

Trachyzelotes sp.

MALTA: Floriono (Belfissebh) 6.v.84, 1 j., PS & M. Gouci leg., G. Levy det,
Zeloles sp. 1 |

MALTA: Wied il-Kbir 12.iii.88, 1 1., DD leg, G. Levy del.
FILFLA ISLAND: 23.i.90, PJS leg., DD det.

Zelotes sp. 2

FILFLA ISLAND: 7.ii.82, 3 fi,, AEB leg., G. Levy del.
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Fig. 2 (o) Chalkeoscirtys infimys male: polp (x 40); (b) C. mfimys female: epigyne (x 140);
ic Menemerus semilimbatys male: polp (x 40); (d)# semilimbatys femole: epigyne
x 140); (e)M. toeniotus mole: palp (x40); () M. foeniatus femole: epigyne (x140).
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SALTICIDAE

In oddition to the species listed below the following species has also been recorded:
Satticys scenicys {Gulio, 1889-90; 1914; Cremona, 1966; Aquiling 1987; [all os Aranes
scenica , and Cremong ond Aquiling also os fpiblemym scenicumy). We have no moteriol
corresponding to this species. All 15 species of solticids which follow were recorded by
Cantarells (1982). Here, only new locality records are given.

Aelurillys schembri Contarello 1982,
Aelyrillys schembri'; Schembri (1989)

COMING: Hotel areo 3.v.87, 11, DD leg. & del.; Tower oreo 22.iv.87, 11, DD leg & del.

This species wos first collected from Comino in 1975 ond hos since been recorded also
from Maltg and from Sicily. (Contorello, 1982).

Chakcoscirfys ifimys (Simon, 1868) (Fig. 2 0 & b)
Cyrba algerina (Lucos, 1846) (Fig. 3f)

Evarcha jucunds {Lucas, 1846) (Fig. 4d)

Evophrys rufibarbis (Simon, 1868) (Fig. Je)
Hasariys adansonii (Sov. & Aud., 1825)

MALTA; Sliemo 1viii, 87, 11; 2687, 1 1; 11v87 T m,; 21v87 1 m; 14vi87 1 m,; DD leg &
det.

Common inside houses.

Heliophanys tribulosus Simon, 1868 (Fig. 4 o & b)
Hellophanus tribulosys ; Schembri (1983)

MALTA; Siggiewi 26.iv.87, 1 m,, DD leg. & det.
COMINQ; Sto. Morijo Boy 10.iv.88, 1 m,, DD leq. & det.

iciys hamatys (C. L. Koch 1846) (Fig. 3d)
MALTA; Siggiewi 71,87, 11, DD leq. & det; Sliemo 14v.87, 1 m,, DD leg. & del.
Menemerus semiimbatys (Hohn, 1827) (Fig. 2 ¢ & d)

Menemerys faenigtys (L. Koch, 1867) (Fig. 2 e & f)
MALTA: Pieto Glocis 24187, 1 m., 0D leg. & del.; To' Wied Rini (Bohrijo) 1.v.87, 1 . DD leq. & del,
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Fig. 3 (a) Sefticus mutobilis mﬂle palp (x 60); (b) S. mulabifis female; epigyne (x 140);
% S. simoni femcle epigyne (x 140); (d) ks homalys male: palp (x 45); (&) Emphofs
rufibarbis male: palp (x q) (f) Cyrba algering female: epigyne (x 10Q).
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Negetha membrosa (Simon, 1868)
Negetha membrosa ; Schembri (1989)

This species is listed in the Red Doto Book for the Moltese Islonds as o rare species,
threatened due to extensive habitat disturbance. {Schembri, 1989).

Phlegra bresnieri (Lucas, 1846) (Fig. 4 ¢)

MALTA; Siggiew! 27.ii1.88, 1 |., DD leg. & det.

Plexippus paykulfi (Sev. & Aud., 1825)

MALTA: Burmorrod 6.:i.87, 1 m, DD leg. & det.; Sliemo 5.vi,87, 11, DD leg. & det.

This lorge spider with distinctive white and brown markings is often found in or neor
houses.

Salticus mutobilis Lucas, 1846 (Fig. 3 0 & b)

MALTA; Piefo Glocis 2vi.87, 1 m, 2 {j., DD leq & det.; Sliemo 28787, 1 m., 0D leg. & det.:
13.1i.87, 1 m., DD leg. & del.; Tos—Solib (Robet) 5.v.87, 1 m,, DD leq. & dei.; Wied Qirdo 7.iv.87, 1
m,, DD leg, & del.

Sefficus simon/ Kulczynski, 1907 {Fig. 3 ¢)

MALTA; Sliemo 2.iii87, 2 jj.; 19.i.87, 1 j; 21.v.87, 11; Bvi.87, 11, DD leg & del.

SPARASSIDAL

Micrommata ligurinym (C. L. Koch, 1845)
Micrommata virescens ; Boldocchino (1983)

WALTA; Bidnijo 26.ii.74, 1 1., LC leg., G. Levy det.; Ghojn Tuffieho 24,790, 11, DD leg. G. Levy det.;
Noxxor 26.iii.88, 1 1., DD leq., G. levy del.: Wied ii—Kbir 12,iii.88 1 m., DD leg.. G. Levy det.

This species has often been previously misidentified os # urescens (Clerck) [= M. roseum
(Clerck, 1757)].

NESTICIDAL

Nesticus sp.

MALTA: Girgenti cove 25.ii.84, E. Chrislion leg., K.Tholer det.
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Fig. 4 (a) Heliophanus tribulosus male: palp (x 45); (b) H inbulosus female: epigyne
x 140); (c) Phiegra bresnierimale: palp (x 45); (d) Fwrrcha jucunda male: palp (x 40);
e) Philadromus pulchellys male: palp (x 50); (f) 7bellvs ? ablongus male: palp (x 50)
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THOMISIDAE

Ouptia sp.

COMING: 23,075, PJS leg., G, Levy del.

Oxyptila of brevipes (Hohn, 1831)

HA{YA; Birkirkoro 23.ix.74, PJS leq., F, Wonless det,

Oxyptia off. nigrita (Thorell, 1875) (Fig. 7 a)

MALTA; Mgieboh 28.ix.85, 1 m,, D, Johnson leg., G. Lewy det.

This species may actuolly be new (G. Levy, personal communication),

Runcinia laterafis (C. L. Koch, 1838) (Fig. 6 )

MALTA: Fomm ir-Rih 11.mi,75, 1 1, PJS leg. & del.: Chodirg 22.v.80, 1 1., AEB leg, G. Levy del.;
Mellieha 19,82, 1 m, PJS leg. & del.; Mistro 7vi.B2, 1 1, PIS leg. & det.: Son Anton Gordens
summer 1973, 1 1, SPS leq,, PIS del,; Wied Bobu 7.vii, 79, 1 1., PJS leg, G. Levy det.; Wied Hesri
11.ix.82, 3 jj., PJS leg. & del.; Wied Qonnotlo 2vi.82, 2 mm, 11, 2 ji., PJS leg, & del.

Symaema globosum (Fabricius, 1775) (Fig. 6 o)
Synaema globosum ; Baldacchino (1983)

MALTA; Buskefl 29.ii.75, 2 jj. PJS leg. & del; Defimorg 25v81, 1 1, AS(?) leg., G. Levy det.
Drogonarg Cove (entronce) 14.ix.75, 1m,, PJS leg. & det.: Dingli Cliffs 9.v.83, 11, M, Gouci leg., PJS
del.; Grejno 10.iv.82, 1 1., JLS leq,, PJS del.; Ghodire 1.vi.80 1 1.,; J0v80 1 m,: 24iv81, 11, 1
m.; 2781, 11, 1 m, AEB leg., G. Lewy del.; Monoe! Islond 50187, 1 1,; 27v87, 11, 1 m, DD
leg. & det.; Mistro 7.vii.82, B ji.. PJS leg. & del.; Mosto 15v.87, 1 m., DD leg. & del.; Pieto Glocis
2vi.87, 11, DD leg. & del.; Sl Andrews 25.v.87, DD leg & del.: Si. Julions 4v.81, 11, AB leg. &
det.; 24,iii.87 11,00 leq. & det.; Tol-Qroaq 17.v.74, 11, JLS leg. PJS det.; Torgo Gop 2.xi82, 1 .,
PJS leg. & del.; Tos-Soiib (Robot) 5.iv.87, 2 ., 1 m, BD leg & del; Wied Gerzumo 10.ii.82,
numerous jj.. PIS leg. & det.; Wied Hesri, 11.ix.82, numerous jj., PJS leg & detl.; Wied il-Fohom
17.w.83, 1 m., M, Gouci leg,, PIS del.; Wied il-Ghosel 20.v81, 11, 1 m,, SPS leq., PIS, del.; Wied
Qonnotto 2.vii.82, 1 1., numerous fj.; 18.x.82 2 jj.: 8.:v83, 11; 12v.83, 1 m, PIS leq. & det.; Wied
is—-Sewdo 1.v.75, J. Cilio leg., PJS del.; 16.iv87, 11, DD leg. & del.

COMINQ; 13.m.80, 2 fi., AEB leg. & del.; Blue Logoon 26.ix.82, 1 j., PIS leg. & del,

The commonest local crab spider, very frequently found on flower—heads of
Chrysanthemym coronariym ond Davcys spp.

Thomisus onusiys (Wolckenoer, 1805) (Fig. 6 b;
Thomisys onustys ; Baldacchino (1983

MALTA:  Bighi ékolkoro) 2282, 11, AEB leg, G. Lewy del.; Chodwick Lokes 12.ix.74, 1 j,, PIS leq.
& det.; Dingli {Villo Psoigon) 26.v.81, 1 1., AEB leq., G. Lew del.; Ghodiro 27.v.81, 1 1,, ALB leg, G.
Lewy del.; Monoel Islond 5.ii.87, 1 1, DD leq. & del.; Mislro 77i82, 1 m, 3 jj.. PJS leq. & det.;
Msido 25.vii. 75, 1 m, LC leq., G. Lewy del.; Soling 21.ix.82, 1 j., PJS leq. & det.; Son Anton Gordens
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summer 1973, 1 m., SPS leq., PJS del.; S Andrews 12.i.87, DU leg. & del.; Tol-Orogq 21.ii.74, 1
f., PJS leg. & del: To' Qofi 15.vi.82, 2 mm,, 1 ., PJS leg., G. Lewy del.; Wordijo 16.v.87, 11, DD
leq. & del.: 5.7i.87, 1 1., PIS leg., G. Levy del.; Wied Hesri 1182, 1 m., 1 |, PJS leg. & del.; Wied
ii—Ghosel 2viii.79, 1 j.. JLS leg., PJS del. Wied il-Kbir (Zebbug) 10077, 3 i, 1 m., PIS leg., G.
Levy del.; Wied Qonnotlo 2.vi.B2, 1 |., PJS leg. & del.

G0Z0: Dwejro 22.ix.83, 11., M. Gouci leq., PJS del.; Xlendi Volley 20.v.81,1 1., PJS leg., 6. Levy det.
COMING: Cominolio 22.viii, 75, 1 1., SPS leg., G. Lewy del.

This rather common species is found on flowers, often odapling its coloration to match
that of the flowers it is living on.

Xysticys off. audax (Schrank, 1803) (Fig. 6 ¢ & d)
MALTA:  Ghodirg 3.iii 81, 1 1., AEB leg., G. Levy det.; Son Powl 1ot-Torgo i.83, 1 1, D. Johnson leg.,
PJS del.; Tol-Qrogq 17.v.74, 11 JLS leg.. PJS det.; Wied Babu 17..83, M. Gouci leg., PIS det.: Wied

Qonnotio 140,81, 11, SPS leg., PUS del
COMINQ: 4,v.82, 1 m, AEB leq., G. Levy det,

Xysticus ? bufo (Dufour, 1820) (Fig. 6 ¢)

MALTA; Bellissebh 6.v.84‘ 11, PIS & M. Gouci leg., G. Levy del.; Busketl 26.ix.82, 1 1., SPS leg., €.
Lewy del.; Gnejno 27.vii.75, 1 1, SPS leg: 12-14.x.85 3 fi.. D. Johnson leg., G. Levy det.. Soling
4,ii.89, 11, 0D leg.. G. Lewy del.: Torgo Gop 2.ix.82, 2 mm., PIS leg. & del.

G020: Dwejro 5xi.B2, 11, EL leg, G. Lewy del.

Maltese specimens are referable to X bufo os described and _illustroied by Levy (1976)

Xysticys coperatys Simon 1875
Xysticus caperatys ; Boldacchino (1983)

MALTA; Gziro 17.vii,74, 11, LC leg,, G. Levy del.; Msido 17.i.75, 1 1., LC leg., C. Levy del.

Xysticus off. kochi Thorell, 1872

MALTA: St Julions 24,iii.87, 1 1., DD leg., G. Lewy det,

GOZ0: H-Turretlo 27.iv.84, M. Gouci leg., G. Levy det; Wied Mieloh 1,iv.88, 1 1., DD leg., G. Lewy del,
PHILODROMIDAE

Philodromys pulchellys Lucos, 1846 (Fig. 4 e)

MALTA: AHord 2v.81, 11, AEB leg.; 10.v.83, 1 m, PJS leq., C. Lewy del.; Ghodiro 9.iv.81, 1 1, AEB
leg., G. Lewy del.; Noxxor 4.i.74, 1 m., SPS leg., C. Levy del.: Wied Qonnolic 14.iii.81, 1 1., SPS leg.,
PJS- det.

COMINO: 23175, 3 i, 2 mm,, PJS leg., G. Levy det.; Sto. Morijo Boy 10.iv.88, 1 m., DD leg., G.
Levy del.



Thanatys vulgaris Simon, 1870

MALTA: Wied il-Kbir 10.v.77, 11, SPS leq., G. Lewy det.
COMING: 230,75, 11, PJS leq., G. Levy det.

Tibellys ? oblongus (Walckenaer, 1802) (Fig. 4f)

MALTA: Ghodiro 24,v.81, 1 m,, AEB leg., C. Levy del.

PISAURIDAE

Pisaura mirabitts (Clerck, 1757) (Fig. 7d)

MALTA: Atford v.B82, 1 1, AEB leq, DD del.; Bohrijo Volley 1v.83, 1 1., PIS leq. DD del.; Chodwick
Lokes 23.iv.83, 1 1, PJS leg., DD del.; Son Powl tol-Torge 10,085, 1 1, D. Johnson leq., DD del.;
Selmon 13,87, 11, DD leg. & del.; Sliemo .83 1 |, EL leg., DD del.; Wied Qonnotlo 1.iv.75, 1 1,
PJS leg., DD det.; Xemxijg 12.iv.81, 1 m,, AEB leg., DD det,

COMING: 23,iii75, 1 1., PJS leq., DD del.

Not uncommon, usuglly encountered quording eqqs or spiderlings in its tent-like web
constructed in low shrubs.

AGELENIDAE

In addition to the species below the following have also been recorded: 7egenariv domestica
(Gulio, 1914; Cremona, 1966; Aquiling, 1987); Argyronets aquatica (Cremona, 1966 [as
Argyronauta aquatical; Schembri, 1975b; Aquiling, 1987 [os Argyronuta aquatica]). We hove
no moterigl corresponding to these species.

Tegenaria parieting (Fourcroy, 1785)
MALTA: Birkirkoro 8.iii.74, 1 1., PJS leg., F, Wonless det.

Foirly common in cellors ond obandoned buildings, where it constructs its funnel-web in
corners,

ARANEIDAE

I addition to the species listed below the following hos also been recorded: Aroneus
diadematys (Gulio, 1889-90, 1914; Cremono, 1966; Aquiling, 1987;  [all 0s fperra
diadema . ]). We have no materigl corresponding to this species,

Agalenatza redii (Scopoli, 1763)

MALTA; Moslo 15./v.87, 11, DD leg, & del.; Wied ii—Kbir 10.v77, SPS leg., G. Levy det,
COMING: 4,82, 1 m., AEB leq., G. Levy del.; Tol-Liebru 17.v.83, 11, PUS leg., G, Levy det.

51



Aranevs quadrafys Clerck, 1757
MALTA; (no locolily doto) 1 1., SPS leg., G. Levy det.

Argiope bruennichi (Scopoli, 1772) (Fig. 5)
Argiope bruennichi; Schembri (1989)

MALTA: Buskett B.vii.76, 26.viii. 76, EL leg. & del.
These ore the only records of this well-known European species from the Maltese Islonds.

No specimens were collected but colour photogrophs of the species were token (EL). The
areg where this species occurred ot Buskett has since been severely affected by flooding.

Photo £. Lanfranco
Fig. 5 Argiope bruennichi (Scopoli) photographed ot Buskett (1976)

Argiope lobata (Pallas, 1772) (Fig. 7 ¢)
Argiope lobata - Schembri (19750)
Argiope lobato ; Brignoli (1979)
Argiope lobata : Baldacchino (1983)

MALTA; Ghodiro 31.viii.74, 1 1., PJS leq., F. Wonless del.; Son Anlon Gordens 30viii.73, 11, PJS leg.,
F. Wonless del.: To' Qoli 15viii.82, 1 m,, PJS leg., G. Lewy del,

The lorgest Maltese spider; it constructs its distinctive orb-web in volleys ond lightly wooded
greos.
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Cyclosa insulana (Costa, 1834)

MALTA: Ghor Lopsi 2.iv.89, 1 1., DD leq.. G. Lewy del.; Pwoles Volley x.89, 1 1., DD leg., C. Levy del.
GOZO: Xlendi 5.viii. 87, 1 1., DD leg., G. Levy det,

This species constructs o smoll, untidy orb-web with o stabilimentum. The web, usually in
low shrubs, is littered with fragments of plant and insect debris among which the spider is
perfectly comoufloged.

Cyrtophora citricok (Forskoel, 1775)
Cyrtophora citricofs ; Schembri (19750)

MALTA:  Choxoq 23.vi.82, 1 1, AEB leg, DD del.; Msido 14.viii.74, 11,1 |, LC leg, DD det.: Son
Anton Gordens 17.ix.73, 3 fi., PJS leq., F. Wonless det.: Tos-Solib (Robot) 5.iv.87, 11, DD leg. &
det.; Wied Qirdo 27.i.87, 2 Hf., 6 jj.. DD leq. & det.

This is o very common spider which constructs its characteristic web mainly in shrubs of
Opuntig ficus—indica and Asparaqus spinosus . Webs are built close together and are
occosionolly confluent. Adult colorotion is usuolly block and white but brown and cream
specimens are glso common. Although not collected, the species has olso been observed
on Gozo ond Comino,

Mangora ocalypha (Walckencer, 1802)

MALTA: Chodwick Lokes 30.v.81, 11, SPS leq., G. Lewy del.; Rdum il-Bies 10.1.83, 1 1., PJS leg.,
G. Lewy det.

Meteling merignae {Scopoli, 1763)

MALTA: Gwordomongo 27.v.85, 1 m., M. Gouci leg., G. Levy del,

Neosconag subfysca (C.L. Koch, 1837)

MALTA: Atlord 29.iii.80, 1 1., MR, Boldocchino leq., G. Lewy del.; Bighi (Kolkero) 22.v.82, 1 1., N,
Fenech leg., G. Levy del.; Son Anion Gordens 1973, 1 1., PJS leg., F. Wonless det. {os Araneus
golmaticus), Shiemo 11.vi.89, 11, DD leq., G. Levy del.; Zejlun 22.xii.85, 1 1., AEB leg., G. Levy del.
Larinioides folym (Schrank, 1803) (Fig. 7 b)

MALTA: Busketl ix.80, 1 1., N. Fenech leg., G. Levy det.; Gwordomongo 27.v.85, 1 1., M. Gouci leg., G.
Levy det.; Ghodiro 5.ii81, 1 1: 981, 1 1, 2 mm; 2881, 1 1, LC leg. G. Levy del: Ghojn
Rihong 18.ix74, 1 1, SPS leq.; 22.vii.75, 1 1., LC leg. G. Lewy del; Wordijo ii,77, 1 1., SPS leg., G.
Lewy det.; Wied Qonnotto 18.ix.82, 11, G. Levy del,

This species is commonly known os Larinioides (" Muclenea ) suspicax (Q.P.-Combridge,

1876) and should not be confused with [arinioides (" Nuctenea *) cornuta (Clerck,1757). It
is often seen neor woter, hiding in ¢ silken retreot neor its lorge orb web.
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Fig. 6 (6) Symoema globosum male; palp; (b) Thomisus onustus male: palp; {¢, d) Xysticus
off. audax male: palp; (e) X ?bufo male: palp; (f) Runcinig lateraks male: palp. {all x 60)
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Zygietio atrica (C. L. Koch, 1845)

MALTA: Ghojn Rihono 18.ix.74, 1 1., PIS leg,, F. Wonless del.; Son Anton Gordens 10.ix.73, 1 1., PJS
leg., F. Wonless det.: Wied is—Sewdo 16.v.87, 1 1., DD leg. & del.

Zygielta x-notato (Clerck, 1757)

MALTA: Solino 13.71.88, 1 1., DD leg., G. Levy det.; Siggiewi xi.89, 11, 1 m., DD leg, G. Levy det,

TETRAGNATHIDAE

The Red Dota Book for the Maltese Islands mentions Tetragnatha extensa (Linn.) os hoving
been recorded from Saling, Ghadira and ll-Moghlug, Marsaskalo (Schembri, 1989); olthough
we have several specimens of Tefragnatha sp. in our collections, we have as yet no definite
determination of the species.

THERIDIDAE
Anelosimys avlicus (C. L. Koch, 1838)
MALTA: Solino 271,87, 11, DD leg., G. Lewy det.

Argyrodes orgyrodes (Wolckenaer, 1841)

MALTA: Aftord winler 82/83, 1 1., AEB leg., G. Lewy del.; li-Paimo (Mgorr) ix.89, 1 1., DD leg., G.
Levy det.; Siggiewi 1v.88, 11, 2 mm,, DD leg., G. Levy del.

Members of this genus usuolly live commensolly (?) in the webs of species of Araneidoe,
feeding on trapped insects too small for the host. The above specimens were associoted

with Cyrfophora citricols , except for the specimen from l-Pglma which wos living on the
web of Argiope bobala .

Argyrodes gibbosus (Lucas, 1846)

MALTA: Birkirkarg 6.viii.74, 1 f., PJS leq., F. Wonless det.
Associoted with C. crtricola .

Fnoplagnatha macrochelis (Levy & Amitai, 1981)

MALTA: Solino 4.i.89, 1 m.,, DD leq., G. Levy del,
G0Z0: Ghojnsielem (neor Duckpond) 16.ii.89, 1 m., DD leg., G. Levy det.

Enoplognatha mandibuloris (Lucas, 1846)

MALTA: Siggiewi 10.ii,89, 1 1., 1 m, DD leg., G. Levy del.; Sliemo 11,80, 11, DD leg, G. Levy det.
FILFLA ISLAND: 23.i.80,4 fi., PJS leg., G. Levy del. ( os £ [ 2 mondibulorss ) .
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Fig. 7 (a) Oxpli off. nigrite male: palp (x 60); (b) Larinfoides folium male: palp (x 20);
(¢) Argiape lobata male: palp (x 35); (d) Aisaure mirabilis male: palp (x 30); (e) Steatode
paykulliana male: palp (x 35).
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Eyryopis acuminata (Lucas, 1846)

MALTA: I-Qoliet {St, Julions) 26.v.87, 0D leq., G. Lew del.; Selmun 13.vi.87, 1 1, DD leg., G. Lewy
del,

Steatoda grossa (C. L. Koch, 1838)

MALTA; Attord .81, 1 m,, ALB leq., G. Levy det.

Steatoda paykulliang (Walckenoer, 1806) (Fig. 7 e)

MALTA:  Ghor Lapsi 22.183, 1 1., 1 m, SPS leq., DD det.; Wordijo .77, 1 1., SPS leg., DD del.;
Xemxijo 12.v.81, 2 i, AEB leq., G, Levy del.

G0ZQ: Ros Son Dimilri 2.iv.88, 11, 00 leg. & del.

COMING: Biue Logoon 3.v.87, 11, DD leg. & del.

This species is found under stones and although its bite is reputedly poisonous to mon
{Jones, 1983), there have never been any reports of such incidents locally.

Steatoda trianquiosa (Walckenger, 1802)

MALTA: Attord winter 82/83, 1 1. 28.ii.82, 1 1., AEB leq., G. Levy del.; Birkirkorg .80, 2 ., SPS
leg., G. Levy del.; Ghodiro 22vii.81, 1 1. 21.ix.81, 1 1, AEB leg., G. Lewy del.; Sliemo 687, 1 1.
10v87, 11; 25vi87, 11; 1588, 11, 0D leg. G. Levy del.; St Julions 17.ii.87, 1 1, DD leg, G.
Levy del: T' Wied Rini (Bohrio) 1.v.87, 1 1. DD leq, G. Lewy del,

Very common everywhere, especially in ond ground human habitations,

LINYPHIDAE

The only species reported in the literature is Avlscocybe subifanea (O.P-Combridge)
collected by G. Zommit Moempel from the entrance of Ghar Dalom Cave, Birzebbuga, Molte,
in Jonuary 1983 ond identified os such by P. D. Hillyord of the Notural History section of
the British Museum (Zommit Moempel, 1985). We hove no materigl corresponding to this
species; however we have several linyphiid specimens still owaiting identification.

LYCOSIDAE

In gddition to the species listed below the following have also been recorded: [woso
tarentula (Aquiling, 1987 [0s [ycoso farantuld]) and " Tarantulo aputize " (sic!) (Aquiling,
1987). We hove no material corresponding to these species. :
Lycosa narbonensis Walckenoer, 1806

MALTA; Birkirkoro §.viii, 73, 11, PJS leg, F. Wonless det,
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