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Overview	

•  Why	transdisciplinarity?	
•  The	trajectory	
•  Highlights	
•  The	vision	



Piaget	(1972)	

	‘Higher	stage	succeeding	interdisciplinary	
	rela2onships…which	would	not	only	cover	
	interac2ons	or	reciproci2es	between	
	specialised	research	projects,	but	would	place	
	these	rela2onships	within	a	total	system,	
	without	any	firm	boundaries	between	
	disciplines’		



Transdisciplinarity	

Complex	problems	need	crea2ve	solu2ons	
	
•  Transcending	tradi<onal	academic	tradi<ons			
•  Unity	of	knowledge	–	holism-	between/across/
beyond	

•  Mul<ple	levels	of	reality		
•  Requires:	knowledge,	modera<on,	media<on,	
associa<on	&	transfer	

•  Inclusion	of	stakeholders	



Tempelhoff	(2014)	



On	paper	
•  BSW	
•  MSocSci	
•  PhD	
•  CPsychol	
•  FHEA	
•  AFBPsS	
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Characteris<cs	of	a	transdisciplinary	
scholar	

•  ‘…abili2es	to	think	in	a	complex,	interlinked	
manner,	&	acknowledge	the	pain	inherent	in	
abandoning	one’s	intellectual	comfort	zone	by	
working	outside	one’s	home	discipline,	&	
engaging	in	new	modes	of	thinking	&	taking	
ac2on’	(Augsburg,	2014)		
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Entering	other	worlds…	



Art	in	the	Asylum	(2013)	
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House	for	a	Gordian	Knot	(2014)	
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Demen<a	&	Imagina<on	(2014-17)	



Public	Engagement	
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An<ques	Roadshow	Detec<ves	(2015)	

image	credit:	BBC	Television	



Silver	Lining	(2016)	
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Boots	UK	
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The	Demen<a	Care	Centre-	UWL	

 

Funding
Arts & Humanities Research Council

Alzheimer’s Society and Wellcome Trust

Professor Victoria Tischler
20+ years expertise in psychology,
mental health, art and healthcare 

professional education.

Artists and Designers
in residence

Interdisciplinary
Ethos & Practice

Utilising UWL strenghts in music, nursing, psychology,
hospitality, design and technology

An innovation incubator
to nurture entrepreneurs

Co-creation
used for all our activities

London base
Home of creative industries

The only transdisciplinary
dementia care training provider



Coming	up…La<tude	Fes<val	&	
Hysteria	(2017)	
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