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b.

From Attribute to Quasi-attribute: Mechanism
and Motivation in the Syntactic Realization of Affectee Roles

Cai Shumei

Abstract By means of a systematic investigation into its grammaticalization, this ar-
ticle attempts to reveal the mechanism and motivation of the quasi-attributive structure. It
is found that the quasi-attributive structure sprouted in the period of the Ming Dynasty,
thrived during the Qing Dynasty, and fully developed at the beginning of the 20th century.
In fact, there is no clear-cut boundary between the quasi-attributive structure and the at-
tributive structure; instead, the two form a continuum of development. Based on the a-
bove analysis, this article explores the mechanism for the grammaticalization of the quast-
attributive structure from both syntactic and semantic aspects, and further discusses its
motivation in terms of possibility and reality during the realization of affectee roles. Since
the formation and development of the quasi-attributive structure are closely tied with such
related structures as “prep+x+VO” and the double object construction “vxo”, this article
makes a comparative study of these structures, which paves the way for a summary of its
grammatical meaning and value.

Keywords quasi-attribute, affectee, syntactic realization, mechanism, motivation
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