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Fishing, not oil, is at the heart of the South China Sea dispute

Abstract
Contrary to the view that the South China Sea disputes are driven by a regional hunger for seabed energy
resources, the real and immediate prizes at stake are the region's fisheries and marine environments that
support them. It is also through the fisheries dimensions to the conflict that the repercussions of the recent
ruling of the arbitration tribunal in the Philippines-China case are likely to be most acutely felt. It seems that
oil is sexier than fish, or at least the lure of seabed energy resources has a more powerful motivating effect on
policymakers, commentators and the media alike. However, the resources really at stake are the fisheries of the
South China Sea and the marine environment that sustains them.

Disciplines
Arts and Humanities | Law

Publication Details
C. H. Schofield, R. Sumaila & W. Cheung, 'Fishing, not oil, is at the heart of the South China Sea dispute'
(2016) (16 August) The Conversation 1-5.

This journal article is available at Research Online: http://ro.uow.edu.au/lhapapers/2494

http://ro.uow.edu.au/lhapapers/2494


Authors

Clive Schofield

Professor and Challenge Lead, Sustaining

Coastal and Marine Zones, University of

Wollongong

Rashid Sumaila

Director & Professor, Fisheries Economics

Research Unit, University of British

Columbia

William Cheung

Associate Professor, Institute for the

Oceans and Fisheries, University of British

Columbia

Academic rigour, journalistic flair

Filipino fishers in the South China Sea. EPA/FRANCIS R. MALASIG

August 16, 2016 6.08am AEST

Fishing, not oil, is at the heart of the South China Sea dispute https://theconversation.com/fishing-not-oil-is-at-the-heart-of-the-south...

1 of 5 22/08/2016 1:31 PM



Fishing, not oil, is at the heart of the South China Sea dispute https://theconversation.com/fishing-not-oil-is-at-the-heart-of-the-south...

2 of 5 22/08/2016 1:31 PM



Fishing, not oil, is at the heart of the South China Sea dispute https://theconversation.com/fishing-not-oil-is-at-the-heart-of-the-south...

3 of 5 22/08/2016 1:31 PM



The disputed South China Sea area. Author/American Journal of International Law
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