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. ONDERSTEPOORT SMALL ANIMAL COLONY.

FIGURE 4.

Weight of Mice in Grams
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G. WILSON-JONES, J. W. GROENEWALD AND J. B. QUINLAN,

Weight curve for Ferrets
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The male and females will not molest each other unduly during the anoe um
period, but should be separated when the females have been served.

In general, ferrets are fed on much the same principles that would a7 to

Basically 2y are carnivorous animals, but have actually adapted em-

s well to an omnivorous diet in which cooked cereal grain is used in the torm

orridge. They do not digest raw meals well and are likely to devell a
diarrhoea if fed rations containing uncooked cereals.
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THE ONDERSTEPOORT SMALL ANIMAL COLONY.

At birth the ferret weighs about 12 grams and if properly nourished will
pain three grams daily. At 19 days of age the young start nibbling, and wi  come
out of the nest to join the mother at her feed when they are a month old.
normal weight curve is shown in Figure 14.

All ferrete at Onderstepoort are fed meat at least twice per week. One of
these meat di  consists of minced horseflesh, mixed in maize meal porridge
in more or less the proportion of 2:1. Milk is added to this diet in a s arate
container or may be poured on to the porridge.

The following is an example of a satisfactory feeding schedule : —
Ist day: Minced meat, porridge and milk.
2nd day: Porridge and milk.
3rd day: Minced meat, porridge and milk.
4th day: Porridge and milk.
5th day: Freshly killed whole old guinea-pigs and/or entrails from freshly
killed animals.
6th day: Porridge and milk.
It is essential that ferrets be given an opportunity to devour different organs

and cnftrails. In this way their vitamin and mineral requirements arc met.  avour-
able results are obtained by fasting ferrets on the 7th day.

Fresh, clean water is at all times necessary in warm climates and the ferrets
seem to enjoy a bath in this water as well.

When guinea-pigs are available they are used for feceding, otherwise freshly
slaughtered animals such as horses arc used. Chilled meat must be allowed to
thaw, be minced and then used mixed with the mealie meal porridge.

The quantity of feed consumed by ferrets will naturally depend on their sizc.
They will take op to 100 grams each per day and 4 oz. of milk. Lactating females
generally consume more feed and if not given sufficient, are apt to lose condition
and milk flow.

Fuller details of the nutritive requirements of small animals are given in the
valuable treatise on animal colony maintenance by the New York Academy of
Sciences as edited by R. W. Miner (1945).

(6) The Golden Hamster (Mesoericctus auratus).

In 1949 eight females and four males were imported from Compton, England.
The first mating took place two days after arrival and a year later therc were over
a hundred hamsters in the colony.

A suitable type of all metal breeding cage is shown in Figure 15.

~ The back compartment is almost dark when closed and gives sufficient ventila-
tion through the opening in the partition, without draughts.

The stock animals may be kept in larger cages as long as the sexes are
separated. They should be supplied with plenty of veld hay as bedding.

Hamsters are bred at 10 to 12 weeks of age. A male is usually introduced
into the cage of the female and left with her for about 10 days or urtil she is
noticeably pregnant. The average gestation period is about 16 days. hough
copulation generally takes place at night, it has been observed during the day
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