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Ior a number of years it has been a common belief amo=~st farmers
in South Africa that cattle and other domestic animals, : w0 poultry,
can be kept free from ticks by giving them a daily ration of aloes.
Tests were therefore carried out in order to confirm or negative this
belief, although 1t must be admitted that keeping animals free from
ticks by making them obnoxious to these parasites would not be of ~ny
great practical assistance to farmers in controlling tick-life on iiE
farms, except in exceptional circumstances, owing to the fact dt
ticks can live for long periods without food, and tick-life would
continue to increase owing to the opportunities these parasites have of
getting on to wild animals and birds on the veld. hi owever
would not apply to permanent parasites, such as the sheep , whi
are enfirely dependent upon their hosts for their existence and
cannot live off them for any length of time.

The only practical method of dealing with the majority of  tle
ticks in South Africa is therefore to use animnals as bait for attracting
the ticks, and then to kill the ticks by means of regular dippin
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Result: Up to two weeks after the test was commenced the ticks
appeared to be as numerous on the dosed animals as on the control
anmimals, and when the test was concluded they appeared to be almost
as nunlerous as they were at the commencement of the test, although
all the females, which were considerably less numerous than the
males, had fed and dropped off.

Staary AND CONCLUSIONS.

The tests demonstrated that single doses of from 8 to 15 dr.
aloes and daily doses for five days of from 30 to 60 gm. aloes to
cattle do not cause ticks to leave their hosts, and no dead ticks were
found on the animals.

- Apart from the negative effect on the ticks, the disadvantageous
effect on the animals in producing marked purgation makes this
tfreatinent most undesirable.
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