


STUDIES IN NATIVE ANIMAL HUSBANDRY (6).

apparently still farther south. According to Hermann, as a rvesult
of the northerly migration of the Rhehoboth Bastards from the Cape
Colony a change in type occurred, resulting in the production of what
is to-day the Nama, a cross between the indigenous and introduced,
l.e. Kuropean, types. The only reference Ostertag (I 2) makes to
the Ovambo beast is that it is one of the four(*) indigenous types of
South West African cattle. He gives, however, an excellent picture
of Ovambo oxen (Fig. 10, p. 32). In 1914 Schlettwein’s description
of farming conditions in South West Africa Protectorate appeared as
a second edition, and reference will be made vo this in discussing the
observations of the next worker.

In 1928 Dr. G. Schmid, Government Vetering»~ Officer,
Omaruru, submitted an interesting report (S.V.0., "indhoek,
Minute A /2 of 16/8/28). The portion dealing with the Uvambo is
reproduced in extenso as follows:—

““The Ovambo cattle: This third type was chiefly restricted to
the north of the territory and was mostly in possession ~f the Ovamho
tribes. This type is very similar to the type tound in e inner parts
of equatorial Africa, and is also an indigenous African breed.

““ The animals are small but well proportioned, with fine bones
of great density, small head and long and lyre-shaped horns. The
predominant colour is a light or dark grey-brown (game colour). The
Ovambo cattle have acquired great resistance against diseases, and
I found that many of them did not react on lung-sickness vaccination,
because they apparently possessed a natural 1mmunity against the
disease. The milk production is low hut the beef is of a fine texture.
These cattle were much appreciated by the early European farmers of
the north as a good foundation stock, on which to build, which gave
very satisfactory results when crossed with imported breeds, especially
for beef production. An estimable attribute in this tvpe is its great
adaptability to different eclimatic conditions; for even in times of
drought the Ovambo catile keep their condition and fertility.

™ re is no doubt that from this type, under better conditions
and wi_ some knowledge of breeding, a very good and hardy breed
could be built up. " e Ovamho tribes, however, are more an agri-
cultural people and have not the interest in their cattle in comparison
with the Hereros. 1 saw some very good specimmens of this type on
the Okavango River.”

Schmid adds:—

““ The devastations of Rinderpest, 1899-1900, and later of the
native war, 1904-06, sadly depleted the herds of native cattle in
South-West Africa. Rohrbach states: “ After the war, 1906, the
whole mnative stock was exterminated with the exception of about
3,000 cattle, which were distributed to the farmers. Also nearly all
the cattle in possession of the old farmers were lost. Only the

(*) The other are Damara, Bechuana and Nama. With regard to the
last, Dr. Schmid writes that they are a cross chiefly of Afrikander and Fries-
land and belong to the coloureds of the south.
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Rhehoboth Bastards saved about 600 female cattle. Consequently the
herds of the farmers and newcomers had to be built up eventually
almost entirely from imported cattle from the Cape and Ewrope.
During *“6 to 1912 alone, about 15,000 cattle were imported from
the (tape  d Bechuanaland

.. . The material for this report has been partinlly collecled
from the following sources:—

1. Rohrbach, Deutsche Kolonialwirtschaft, 1. Band, SOV,
Afrika.

2. Schlettwein, Der Farmer in Deutsch Stdwest Afrika,

3. Ostertag, Veterindrwesen und IFragen Der Tierzucht in
D.SWUAL

(Denkschrift diber die Rinderzucht des D.S.W. A, Schutz-

gebiets, 1912) 7.

The above remarks relating to the position after the German-
Native campaign of 1904-06 probably do not iefer to the Ovambo
cattle, since being so far north they apparently escaped the ravages
of war.

THE { DERSTEP

SNix cows, later numbered from 3584-89, arrived at Onderstepoort
on 20th June, 1929, having been entrained at Tsumeb. At Windhoek
they were inoculated for anthrax (according to the export regulations)
and then forwarded to Onderstepoort under quarantine conditions.
Actually seven head were purchased by the Chief Agricultur1 Officer
(Dr. . v. d. H. Schreuder), but one beast died en route. he price
paid was £4 per head.

On arrival at Onderstepoort the animals were naturally poor in
condition, their weights vanging from 550-600 1b. They thus < felt ™’
the colder winter of the Transvaal Middleveld more than otherwise.
Their ages were approximately 10 vears, but old cows had expressly
been purchased 1n order to be surer of obtaining cattle of the pure
Ovambo type. At first the cows refused food from a manger and
water from a trough, but it was not long before they becanie accus-
tomed to these receptacles of civihisation. Their behaviour, M wever,
was never as qulet as that of Kuropean cattle, there alwayvs z2ing a
certain nervousness. The only ecto-parasites observed on their arrival
weve ticks, 2. evertsi var. albigeniculatus being common beneath ihe
root of the tail.

Although cleavly of native stock, it was obvious the cattle repre-
sented a definite type. Regarding origin, too little is known of this
aspect of African types, and to discuss the matter at thic ‘uncture
would be most unprofitable. It 1s, however, remarkable 1 State
officials (especially museum authorities) have manifested hittle o1 no
interest in this important subject.

Since 1t was believed that the cows would be «wnsceptible to tick-
borne diseases, such as redwater, gallsickness and sartwater,  pro-
priate precautions were taken. On 25/6/29 they were injectea with
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5 coem. of redwater and

gallsickness vaccine,
reactions were inconclusive.

but 1n all cases the
This 1s most surprising in view of the

Fig. 1.

fact that weslern (Kalaharl) cattle ave believed to be susceptible to
redwater and gallsickuess. The attached chart is representative of the
temperaiures recorded over a period of two months:—

Temperature Chart.—Ovambo Cow 1D.0.B. 3586,

Ovambo skull, bull.

FRUILS
June Juty

T Redwa
| Vace

laj subcut. § cc.

el Il T

. While the horps, hump, dewlap, navel and sloping quarters are
features of indigenous cattle as a whole, there Is no doubt that the
Ovambo 1s a product of its environment. Although Schlettwein states
that the cows give generally more milk than the nelfrhboul ing Damara

cattle, vet on account of its short sturdy build, it is for beef purposes
that ’rhe type seems best suited.. For grading with bulls of FEuropean
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ForeQuaARrTERS.
Shoulders: Blend smoothly although slightly heavy.
Hump: Small and set well forward on withers.

Chest: Proportionately good depth but small, medium wi h
between forelegs.

Brisket . Light.
Leys: Straight, light and fine boned.
Feet: Sharp and of medinm size.

Joints: Firm and smootl.

1ig. 4. Ovambo cow No. 3381,

Bopr.

Bacl : Short and drooping.

Chine: Short and curved downward.

Loin: Medium, broad and sloping downward.
Ribs: Medium spring and not deep.
Abdomen : Round and shallow.

Navel: Characteristic loose skin fold.

Flank : Smooth, thin and of medium depth.
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HiNnpQuarTERS.
Rump ;. Sloping from hook to pin bones as well as towards ta
head, narrow, medium distance from pins to hooks.
Hooks: Not projecting much.
Pins: Pinched and low.
Thighs: Very small.
Tail: liong, but tail-setting prominent,
Legs: Straight, fine and clean cut.
Feet: Sharp and of medium size.

Shanks: Fine and smooth.

Fig. 5. Ovambo cow No. 3585.
UbbER.

Small, tight meaty bag, but well proportioned with ample loo
folds stretching up behind.

Teats: Small and closely spaced.
Milk Veins: Prominent, tortuous and easily visible.

Escui  _eon: Distinclly defined.

CorLoUr.

Dun or black predominating.

COVERING.

Skin: Tine and elastic.
Hair: Soft and fine.
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APPENDIX 1.

INDIVIDUAL DESCRIPTION (See Figs. 3-8.)
D.0.B. 3588 (taken as standard).

IHead: Moderately short and fairly wide in forehead. Black
strong muzzle and lips.  Kye between European and Afrikander types
—no Lnne Jumps as =een in Afrikander. Ears pointed. sad 18
strarght from poll to muzzle except for a Roman nose.  Poll indented.

o : Tixtends in an upward and sideward direction, bending
forwards and upwards. Points slightly back. The horn s modelatelv
oval-tound at base, becoming round towards the points. Colour
cream with black tips.

Fig. 12. Ovambo cow No. 3584, prepuared for Transvaal Muscum.

Neck: Jairly well developed dew-lap.
Hump: Set forward on withers and small.

Withers: Rather high and shoulder blades smull and extending
well up.

Chest : Moderately deep but narrow. Ribs moderately ar el
and depth is in proportion to the chest. Back drooping.

Narel: Smaller than in Afrikander.
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Hindqguarters : Very typical of the indigenous types. ere 1s a
pronounced slope towards the pin bones (Twber ischiz), e latter
being fairly close together (pinched in). Very roofy over top of rump
(roomy). Pelvic arch very pronounced.

Tail: Set high up into body. Tail itself is clean, slender, wi a
small switch.

Thighs and Second Thighs: Under developed.

Udder: Small but well proportioned and set fairly forward.

Legs: Clean and rather small b d. Hoofs well devel ed.

Colowr: Dark dun with an elongated white patch on forehead
and ‘‘ skimmel >’ (white interspersed with dun hairs) mark on
shoulder blade, forearm and hind flank of right side and similar
marks on left side on forearm, barrel and hind flanks. Also similar
marks over hook bones (T'uber corae). KEyes ringed with “ skimmel
marks.

Age: 11 or 12 years.
All teeth present but worn level .th the gums.

General Appearance: Small and narrow with deficient hind-
quarters.

D.O.B. 3584 (compare with 3588).

Head: This is longer with moderately strong muzzle and lips.
Horns more upstdndm@ and longer.

Dewlap : Same.

Hump: Is slightly more developed and is nearer to the wi ers
than in 3588.

Chest: Deep and moderately wide. Back moderately straight.
Barrel well let down and ribs well sprung.

Hindquarters: Drooping, pinched in somewhat towards pin
bones, fairly pronounced pel\'lc arch.

Tail: Moderately large and set hich up. Rather short, slender
with large switch.

Thighs and Second Thighs: Deficient.

Udder and Teats: Close together and rvather sm: , rather
forward.

Bone: Rather over fine, sligh - cow-hocked.

Colour: Black, with *‘ ringhals 7 and slight white marks on
brisket and udder. ‘ :

Size: Largest of the lot, and wi  the exception of e th1ghs,
animal is fauly well fleshed, with long legs.
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D.0.B. 3585 (compared with 3588).

Head : Same—muzzle rather small. Horns more curved inwards,
with the points coming closer together.

Dewlap: Same, except that it is rather pinched round the neck
(°“ throaty 7).

Hump: Well pronounced.

Chest: Deep, but not well filled in behind the elbow. Slightly
hollow back, with a well-developed and deep barrel.

Hindquarters: Short and drooping towards pin boneg, wh are
moderately pinched in. TLeft hook bone more outstanding than right.

Moderately deep thigh but deficient in second thigh.
Tail: Thicker and of moderate length.

Udder: Hind teats poorly developed.

Leys: Cow hocked.

Colour: Black roan (dark grey).

Animal is rather small and is higher over hook bones than over
the withers.

D.O.B. 358 (compared with 3588).

Ilead : Horns similar to 3588 but thicker, larger and rounder.
Very wide between horns with characteristic indented poll.
Moderately short and wide head. Black skin round muzzle and eyes.

Dewlap: Tair amount.
Hump: The same.
Withers: Well rounded with fleshy shoulders.

Chest: Moderately deep and wide. Back well fleshed, slightly
hollow. Ribs well sprung with a deep barrel.

_ Hindquarters: Moderate droop and pinched in slightly between
pin bones.

Tail Head: Pronounced and set high up.
Tatl: Moderately long, slender, with a good switch.
Thighs: Well developed, but lower thigh rather d i

Udder: Tather far forward and hind teats rather under-
developed.

Legs: Fair bone, slightly cow hocked.

Colour: Dark dun right through, with hindquarters sligh -
darker than forequarters.

Stze: Small, very compact, with short legs well  shed, the
animal being in good condition.
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D.O.B. 3587 (compared with 3588).

Head : Differs in being weaker of muzzle and lips, shorter of
horns and more hair on ear.

Dewlap : Same

Horns: Slightly oval at base and rounder towards hips.
Necl: Shorter.

Hump: ¥orward on withers.

Withers: Wider and more fleshy over shoulder.

Chest: Good depth and of fair width, although a little sloek in
the ““ crops 7. Barrel well let down and the ribs well sprung.  ack,
moderately straight.

Hindguearters: Also drooping, but moderately wide between e
pin bones.

Tail: Set farther back and is long and slender with a large

Lrush.
Thighs: Lower thighs very deficient.
Udder: Placed farther back.
Legs: Shorter but otherwise similar.

Colour : Black with white markings on brisket, navel, udder, tail
above switch, and in front of both thighs. In addition there ‘¢ a
slight ¢ skimmel  colour round both eyes. Horns, muzzle and ps

as for 3588.
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APPENDIX 2.

Locality : ONDERSTEPOORT.
(Cows from Ovamboland).

MEASUREMENTS,

OVAMBO.

Type :

J. W. GROENEWALL

AND H. . CURSON,
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APPE? IX 3.
Useful References in Studying African Cattle.
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Trop. Med. Hyg., Vol. 17, p. 151.
HAMMOND, J. (1932). Report on Cattle Breeding in Jamaica and Trin: d.
Empire Marketing Board 58, H.M. Stationery Office, London.
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Reviews, Vol. 1, Oct. 1932, pp. 402.
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Parey, Berlin.
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