








of the fingerlings escaped from Glencree Trout Farm
during flooding. It is possible that fish carrying the
parasite were washed into the river and that the fish
which were obtained to restock the hatchery were
free of Trichodina but were carrying Apisoma.

CONCLUSION

Electro-fishing proved to be most useful for the
collection of large numbers of fish from river systems
for microbiological examination. The possible ef-
fects of this form of catching fish on the ectoparasitic
population of the fish is unknown, but it is assumed
that this method will have a minimal effect on the
parasites.

There is some evidenee to link intensive fish farm-
ing operations to paras c infestation of fish, both
salmonid and non-salmonid, in the rivers. Apiosoma
Spp., I. multifiliis and Trichodina spp. were detected
and recorded for the { t time from salmonids in
Natal. Fish from the M.ooi, Umzimouthi, Umzim-
kulu, Mahai and Tugela Rivers were found to be
free of parasites. I. multifiliis was found on feral fish
and from the hatcheries on the Bushmans, Polela
and Ingwagwana Rivers. Trichodina spp. were de-
tected on the feral fish from the Ingwagwana River
and from the hatchery on the Mlabonjwa River.
Apiosoma was only found on fish from the Ingwag-
wana River and the hatchery on the river. M. cere-
bralis was not found on any of the fish tested.
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