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should, where-ever possible, be employed in further
studies of the prevalence of this organism.

L rae and nymphs of Amblyomma hebraeum
and A. marmoreum were found more frequently and
in larger numbers on the guineafowls than larvae of
Argas< sp. However, the only previously known avian
spe s of Aegyptianella, A. pullorum, is transmitted
%%.g),ively by the bite of argasid ticks (Gothe,

Norval, Short & Chisholm (1985) reported a sea-
sonal variation in the presence of nymphs and
adults of Argas walkerae in an experimental fowl
run. The percentage infestation rate of the KNP gui-
neafowls with Argas sp. larvae in the present study
closely fits the curve of their seas:  al abundance as
rep ed by Horak et al., (1991). in addition to the
pre..nce of the larvae nightly feeding by nymphs
and adults is presumed to take place. In this way the
bird~ would be more regularly exposed to infection
thar s apparent from the small number of larvae
foui.. We therefore assume this Argas sp. to be the
vector of Aegyptianella botuliformis n. sp.

Examination of blood smears and/or samples
from a population of guineafowis with an abundant
infestation with both species of Amblyomma in the
absence of the Argas sp. (e.g. from the Andries Vos-
loo Kudu Reserve, Horak ef al., 1991) could help to
elucidate this question. Attempts to collect live
nymphs or adults of the Argas sp. in the KNP for
transmission studies and identification have so far
been without success. ’
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