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ABSTRACT 

 

The difficulty of transforming war economies into peace economies has become 

increasingly problematic in the search for long-term peace and stability in Africa. In 

many African countries such as Sierra Leone, Angola and the Democratic Republic 

of Congo, conflict actors have created distinct war economies in order to maintain 

the conflict in these countries. The enduring nature of the war economies presents 

a unique challenge to actors involved in ensuring that peace returns to a country by 

applying a peacebuilding strategy. The economic environment during a conflict has 

a vast influence on a post-conflict economy and a post-conflict reconstruction 

strategy. Although post-war rebuilding occurred during the reconstruction of 

Europe and Japan after the Second World War, the terms "post-conflict 

peacebuilding" and "post-conflict reconstruction" have only came to prominence 

during the mid-1990s.  

 

Using the case study of Sierra Leone, this study explores the challenge of war 

economies and its impact on post-conflict reconstruction. Sierra Leone presents an 

appealing case study as the country experienced a very profitable war economy 

during the armed conflict in the country between 1991 and 2002, and continues to 

struggle to transform this war economy into a peace economy. The case study of 

Sierra Leone is well researched, however, most studies focus on the conflict 

period, and only briefly look at the post-conflict period. In addition, discussions of 

post-conflict reconstruction in Sierra Leone have failed to adequately address the 

challenges presented by the war economy. This study uses existing analyses 

about the war economy in Sierra Leone, and links these to the current post-conflict 

reconstruction strategy, focusing specifically on the economic dimension. 

Therefore, this study represents a departure from traditional approaches to 

exploring war economies because it considers the direct impact these economic 

systems have on the process of post-conflict reconstruction.  
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1999 January: Rebels backing Revolutionary United Front leader Foday Sankoh 
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are driven out, leaving behind 5,000 dead and a devastated city. 
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hopes that eight years of civil war may soon be over. 
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called the West Side Boys. 
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territory. 

 

 May: Disarmament of rebels begins, and British-trained Sierra Leone army 

starts deploying in rebel-held areas. 

 

2002 January: War declared over. UN mission says disarmament of 45,000 

fighters is complete. Government and UN agree to set up war crimes court. 

 

 May: Kabbah wins a landslide victory in elections. His Sierra Leone 

People's Party secures a majority in parliament. 

 

 July: British troops leave Sierra Leone after their two-year mission to help 

end the civil war. 

 

2003 July: Rebel leader Foday Sankoh dies of natural causes while waiting to be 

tried for war crimes. 
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 September: UN hands control of security in capital over to local forces. 

 

2005 August: UN Security Council authorises opening of a UN assistance 

mission in Sierra Leone from 2006, to follow departure of peacekeepers in 

December. 

 

 December: The last UN peacekeeping troops leave Sierra Leone, marking 

the end of a five-year mission to restore order. 

 

2006 March: Liberian ex-president Charles Taylor is arrested in Nigeria and 

handed over to the war crimes court in Sierra Leone, which indicted him. 

 

 August: Date for elections set for July 2007. 

 

 December: President Kabbah says 90% of the country's $1.6bn (£815m) 

debt has been written off after negotiations with international creditors. 

2007 June: Start of former Liberian president Charles Taylor's war crimes trial in 

The Hague, where he stands accused of instigating atrocities in Sierra 

Leone. Sierra Leone's special war crimes court in Freetown delivers its first 

verdicts, finding three militia leaders guilty. 

 

 August: Presidential and parliamentary polls. Ernest Bai Koroma wins the 

presidency and his All People's Congress, formerly in opposition, wins a 

majority in parliament. 

 

2008 January: Former Liberian president Charles Taylor's war crimes trial in The 

Hague resumes after a six-month delay. 

 August: Local elections are marred by violence between the supporters of 
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the two main parties. 

 

(BBC News 2009) 

 

 
 
 




