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Cylindrocladium blight of Eucalyptus is one of the most important diseases of E.
grandis in young plantations. This disease has not been fully characterised i
Colombia where it has previously been recognised as important. The aim of the study
presented in Chapter Four is to identify the species of Cylindrocladium responsible
for the disease. Isolates of the pathogen were, therefore, collected from three
geographical zones and these are identified based on morphology and DNA based

comparisons.

In Chapter Five of this dissertation, the presence of Cerarocystis fimbriata on E.
grandis in Colombia is reported for the first time. The fungus is a serious pathogen of
other crops such as coffee in the country, but it has not as yet been recognised as a

threat to Eucalyptus in Colombia.

Studies that make up this dissertation were conducted both in Pretoria and in
Colombia, This has to some extent limited the range of investigations that were
possible. However, the overall aim of providing a background to the future studies of
Eucalyptus diseases in Colombia was achieved. Chapters making up this document
were developed over a period of two years and they should be read as entirely

independent entities. This format has necessitated some duplication between chapters.
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