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Why should 
African academics 

care about 
Open Access? 



  

Arguments against Open Access

 Expose our poor quality research.
 More work – duplication of effort.
 Open Access is not proven beyond a doubt to be 

better.
 High quality comes from journals – why waste 

time with low quality online documents?
 Paper will last longer.
 Not everyone is doing it.
 The system is working already!
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Open Access?



  

Research Discovery 1/3
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Research Discovery 2/3
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Research Discovery 3/3

Open Access Movements UCT-CS Evaluation Africa



  

Google Scholar
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Microsoft Academic Search
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Open Access?

 3354 hits directly from Google in February 
2009.

 Example:
 http://www.google.co.za/search?q=questionnaire+uml+sdl
 Kritzinger, Pieter, Marshini Chetty, Jesse Landman, 

Michael Marconi and Oksana Ryndina (2003) 
ChattaBox: A Case Study in Using UML and SDL for 
Engineering Concurrent Communicating Software 
Systems. In Proceedings Southern African 
Telecommunications Networks and Applications 
Conference, George, South Africa. 
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Open Access

 Principle of unrestricted access to information.

Open Access Journals Institutional Repositories
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Movements
Worldwide and SA



  

World Bank – April 2012
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MIT – 20 March 2009
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International ETD Movement (1.8M+)
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Academy of Science of South Africa
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SciELO  @SA
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South African National ETD Project

 Collaboration between CHELSA and NRF
 Aims to get every tertiary institution to archive 

theses in near future.
 National portal for discovery of ETDs.
 Many institutions already have repositories:

 Rhodes, Wits, Pretoria, SUN, UWC, DUT, Free State, 
UJ, UNISA, UNW

 NRF is supporting some institutions without 
capacity in the short term.
 Fort Hare, Venda, MEDUNSA
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South African National ETD Project
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South African Repositories
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UCT-CS: the story of a repository



  

UCT CS Research Repository

 Author self-submission
 Checking of submissions
 Archive-everything!
 UCT-CS-specific 

metadata and 
classification systems

 Hierarchical browsing
 Simple and fielded 

searching
 OAI-PMH compliance
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Why we have a repository
 It was faster than simply waiting for UCT!
 CS departments internationally archive technical 

reports (NCSTRL).
 Research websites don’t last long (enough).
 UCT did not have an electronic thesis project then...
 We need to improve ACCESS to our work.
 We need to preserve our research output.
 Bureaucracy (UCT, NRF, DoE, etc.) requires tracking 

publications.
 We (think we) know what we are doing.
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What we archive
 Books and Book Chapters
 Conference Paper and Posters
 Journals (online and paginated)
 Newspaper and Magazine Articles
 Presentation Slides
 Complete Conference Proceedings
 Departmental Technical Reports
 Electronic Theses and Dissertations
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What did it take?

 The easy part:
 Hardware: a server somewhere
 Software: Open Source tools
 Ongoing support: very little

 The hard part:
 Filling the archive: some persuasion, some 

convincing, official status
 Copyright concerns: answering questions (RoMEO)
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Departmental Research Overview
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Research Group Overview

Open Access Movements UCT-CS Evaluation Africa



  

UCT-CS Evaluation



  

Unique Local IP Addresses

Local Access
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Unique Non-local IP Addresses

Non-local Access
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Unique Crawler IP Addresses
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Source of Access
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Which Resources are Accessed
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Effect of Submission Sequence
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Summary of Statistics
 The archive is regularly and aggressively indexed by 

search services.
 The vast majority of access to resources comes from 

outside UCT.
 Most users find their way to resources through Google 

and other search engines.
 Most resources are used in most months – by both 

crawlers/harvesters and end users.
 Access appears to be dictated by content, and not age 

of resources.
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So What Is In It For Us?



  

UPSpace
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The Big Picture
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The Bigger Picture
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Impact of OA
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Refuting arguments against Open Access

 Expose our poor quality research.
 More work – duplication of effort.
 Open Access is not proven beyond a doubt to be 

better.
 High quality comes from journals – why waste 

time with low quality online documents?
 Paper will last longer.
 Not everyone is doing it.
 The system is working already!
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Arguments for Open Access 
 Increase visibility of research.
 Maintain reputation.
 Link into national / international networks.
 Create stronger culture of publication.
 Maintain access to published works.
 Preserve research in long term.
 Training resource for new students.
 Share research with community/public.
 Required by government/funding agencies.
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So where to from here?

 Decide for yourself!

 Support your local repository.

 Change your way of thinking – it is not business 
as usual in academia...

 OA is only part of a bigger process of the 
(r)evolution in scholarly communication.
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Discussion…

to find me, search on Google or 
Facebook for “hussein suleman”
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