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with income below 60% of the median was over 10
percentage points higher than for men.

The likelihood of having equivalised income below 60%
of the median is affected by household circumstances,
as intimated above. Some 28% of women and men of
65 and over in the Union living alone had an income
below this level in 1997, twice the proportion for those
living with someone else (Fig. 9). Around 85% of those
living alone and at risk of poverty were women. In the

UK and Portugal, over half of those living alone in this
age group had income below 60% of the median and in
Ireland, over 60%. In all Member States, except
Belgium and Spain, elderly people living alone were
more at risk of poverty than those living with a spouse
or partner — though the difference was marginal in the
Netherlands — and in all Member States, without
exception, the great majority of those affected were
women.
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The data used

The data on population used in the analysis come from Demographic statistics published in NewCronos, the data on household structure
and income from the fifth wave of the European Community Household Panel (ECHP) and the data on employment from the EU Labour
Force Survey (LFS). There are no data for Luxembourg from the ECHP for 1998 (or 1997) and accordingly this country is excluded from the
analysis of household structure and income. The EU aggregates, therefore, do not include Luxembourg, although given its small population
size, this makes an imperceptible difference to the figures.

Household structure

Data from the ECHP are divided into the following types of household: 1-person household, where the person is either female or male and is
aged 65 or over; a household with 2 adults (here defined as someone aged 16 or over) with at least one person aged 65 or over and an
‘other’ category which is composed of: other households with no dependent children with at ieast one person aged 65 or more and
household with dependent children and with at least one person aged 65 or more.

It should be noted that the ECHP covers only private households and therefore excludes those living in communal or collective households,
such as in nursing homes or homes for the elderly. A comparison of the ECHP data for the number of women and men of 65 with
Demographic statistics however indicates that the relative proportions in both the broad age group and more detailed ones within it are very
similar to those shown by the demographic data.

Employment

Data are taken from the LFS for 2000.

Income

Data on income from the ECHP relate to 1997, the year immediately preceding the survey. Data correspond to total net income, i.e. all
income from employment (wages and self-employment earnings) and investment plus all social transfers, including old-age pensions net of
any taxes and social contributions paid.

Equivalised income is calculated from household income. Specifically, the latter is divided by the number of people living in the househoid,
weighting each according to the so-called OECD modified scale (i.. attributing a weight of 1.0 to the head of the household, or reference
person, 0.5 to other adults living in the household and 0.3 to each child). The average household income so calculated is then attributed to

all household members.

Average income and median income is calculated separately for each Member State, and the level of income at which people are at risk of
poverty is defined in terms of 60% of the median.
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