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Should Society punisn or reform the Criminal?

The legal profession is one that to a certain ex-
tant controls and snapes the legislation of cur country and
fixes definitely the score and meaning of all laws. And
for that reason lawyers should before ail men understand the
philosophy of the minf, the cazuses of hum-n action, and the
science of govermient.

It has well been said that the threc greatest Pests
of a community are: A priest without charity; a doctor
without knowledge; a lawyer without the sense of Jjustice.
Many times the victim of the doctor's ignorance nas been con-
cealed six foot under ground, and as often, 1oo, the victim
of the lawyer's injﬁstice has swunz six foot in air, while
the minister shall not be judged.

The most couplex problemg vwhich 1s thrust upon civ-



ilixed society to-day, and which is le=st likely to be satis-
factory solved, is the manner in which it shall treat that por-
tion of its members vhieh it marks =25 criminals.

All nations at all times have had supreme confidence
in the déttorrant vower of threatened and inflictcd pain. in
the carliest account we Tind the supreme wmotive 1s that so-
ciety must be avenged. "An eve for an eye and a tooth for
a tooth" reads the earliest Hosalec account, and thus soclety
claimed its pound of blocdy flech.

Afterward, when evolution nad reached another
stage, the 0ld idcz for wreaking vengence on the criminal was
obandoned, and then soclety tunished for its own protection.

This later 1dea is at least correct in theory: for
S

-

at all eveais 11t rmast De adaitted that Life is imrcossible sove

unéer certcoin conciticone, thet It cerrot Lo perfect vniless

i

these zonditions arc aaintaines wiorolizon, and that if it is

[

right that we should live, it is rizht that we should remove
any one vnoielther brealies these conditions or constrains us
to break them. Shuch being the ultimate logical basis of our

right to coerce the criminal, then come the question$;what is

the legitimate extent of this coercion? Can we from this



same ori~in derive autrn-ritr for ceriain demands Uporn nimy?
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To botn of these questicne there -“re a firmative ansver

In the first zlace ve find sutrority for dmahding
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réstitution or comrersaticn. Cont
life being the essence of absolute morality
eial relations vhich sbzolute moralii;r dictztes being those
which makes this comforiiity ypossivle, it is z maiifest corel-
lary that who ever breaxes these ropulatlions, may e justiy
required to undo, as far as rossible, the wrongs nie hac done.
The object beinz to maintzis ihe conditicons to comrlete life,
it clearly follows that, Thern one -f these coniitions has been
transgressed, the first ithing to be requircl of the itrans-
gressor 1s, that he snall zut matiers as nearly za2c may be in
the state they rrevicusly werec. The prowerty stoien shall

be restored or an ecuivalent for 1t Ziven. Any one injured
by as=sasull sh2ll have 1is surzeon's Dill mald, cosrensatlon
for lost {time, and 21so for ithe suflerinz whe 1as Lorno.
Ang similarily in all cacses »of izfrin?edvri~hts.

Now as to the exténi of this coerciocn. It is com-
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justice.  fueh wmertiion of thaa only is jusily withhold as
cannot be ziven witnout demger to the community. Tnose ci-
er~iges of faculty and conscaucht bealits thorceof walzshh arc

vossible under the nesessary reatraint counot ecultably Le
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denled. IT any one <oes thZﬁM&hlL TToEer thiat we saounld
be thnz wegardTal T Yhe ofinnderte olalmis let it considor

for o oment the lGSSuJ whieh nature rceads for is. We 4o

not Tind that the laws of life, by wiich Dodlly nealtn 1z
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maintzined, suszended in the Terson 2L the Urlsonor. Ly G
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le voundaeld o nezling procog: oes O ULt Ul a1zl womldily
If 7o oroe ceoreless o »onr Dootimy zid Toil, tho consooient

briiges 2l Toeeibly ete constitutionsl Jisturbance Bllsiles
> i1t are all you have to suffer. There 1s no further gra-
tultous penalty of a cold or an attack of small pox. The
éuffering in these and other cases are neitheﬁﬁnor less than
flow from the natural working of things.it seems therefore
clear that we are warranted neither by absolute morality nor
by naturds precedents in visiting upon the criminal any pains
besides those involved in remedying the evil commitied, and if
soclety exceeds this it transgresses against tne criminal.

But rrosecute ihis line of reasoning from any stand-
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point you will, whether it be logiczl, equitable or ef&lém?f’,
there comes but one conclusion: society has a right to pro-
tect itself. And to that end it has the rignt to resort to
extreme measures, if tempered by the hand of Jjustice. The

be
principle that the individual must sacrifice for public bene-
fit is here fully exemplified.

Statistios, also, show that a harsh socéety must be
éubjected to harsh remedies. John William Draper points out
the fact that those ancient and mediaeval rulers were mueh
more often right than wrong, in resorting to extreme méas—
ures for had they done otherwise the state of society which
they represented mist needs e undermincd. Tlitness the case
of one of the Itanian States, in vhich panishment by death

hzoving becn abolished in conforalty with a wish 28 a dying
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But nearlr all civilized natisng ave 107 veachod b
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the conclusion thst “he Zriscncer should be humanly treated.
Bastinado and flagellation can oren the way to no man's
heart, and as a TFTrench workman sald can only affect the hide

of him whilec dezrading nim to the level of a brute. IEver
Y



lash instead of benefitting z prisoner increzses his bifter-—

ness against the -utherities of socieiy.

Germany, France, bngiand, Ireiand and Australla
spnd statements %o the'effeot that thie :ost successful
criminal discirline is a discirzline of decreased restraints.
They are imrzrovinz iheir already excellcnt penal institutions,

and the rTublie Tunctiosnar

as ardent in trying to reform
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the criminals as  the “rcachers are ousy in saving souils.
They all concur i:. tnie one respect however that the crimin-
al shculc earn what he gorsumes. Because, 1f otherwise,
instead of restiitution nc makes further agzression; instead
of rerairing the brezch ﬂe has maXe in the conditions of
comrlete soclial 1ife he widens trhis Treach.

The outlooﬁ, from this more lenient mode of tresti-
ment, 1s at leasd encouraginz. I7 seems as 1if the frults of
the Labor and sscrifices of Joan iowarl zre 127, at least in

Iw 1773, vhe siientions of this zreat man were di-
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ezted towsrd thie —wenal Instituticons of Durore. He found
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thea in a zhastiz statce. fmene Tere the dzys vwaen the

pickpocket was hanzed; so wzs tnhe shect stealer and the forzer



of paund notes. The »risoas were dens »Ff filth. 0

beds, no light, and none but the foulest alr to breath. The
statute bLoois bristﬂxhi'witn capitol fe{onies, and the zibbet
s in pertetuial rezozmaitlon. intolereace znzonled 1o the
strong ara of the law and the jail wze the antechazmber of ihc

acarfiosld o stalie.
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mis orest shilanthrovist, toxethor with fir Tilliom
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act for tho e clishizent of weniventinyy 1D 1302%. It was
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noned Ly sobrietry, cleznliness, anld mediscol aesistonce, LY

2 re“ulav cvqto#? e DV gollitary confineacnt during intor-

vals of =rori, and Dy fue relizecus lnstgwstiong, o meloria thc
nforivnste sfTentors. He was followed by one Lirs. Fry,
1817, who succeéded in changing the female zrisoners from a
dtsorderly drunken set into at least an orderly one.

' The fruits of the labor of these two great reformers
"have been m-onifold. They have clevated the rrisoner from a
degraded brute to a man capable of becoming worthy of a fel-
lowshir among men; They have succeeded 1n changing his
place of confinement, from a den not fit for the vilest brute,

to an abode where sanitary rules are held supreme;, they have



succeeded in teaching nim to respect others Ly respoceling him.
But,notwithstanding the nuuerous and magificant

that
penal institutionsj have grown ur all over the civilized world,

N
and notwithstanding the wonderful achievements that have been
attained in rrison discirline, in spite of the comforts so-
ciety is willinz to bestow upon the repentaqt rrisoner, there
still are a few thinkers, whether they be harbingers of the
Millenium, or mere day dresmers, reveling in an “Utopian fancy
never to be realized, who do not hesitate tc pronounce this
whole magnificent lnstitution as bad, utterly bad in that it

does not and never has accomrlished that which it purportead:

. The assértion of these men

=t

the reformation of the crinina

=3

I think, demand the most carcful consideration.
hen we come to ask what is the net result of all
this upon the criminals, vhen we inquire vwnat effect clean,
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wholesome well zircd vrisons, ¢
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mitigation of time of sentonce by ordcrly behavior, boske,
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irals changed from thelr lew-Lresking livecs. The: 1ot of the
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We Ao not hcld that rrison reform has not ats;all lessened the
number of those who return for a second or third or fourtin
term, for the facts and figures presented at the inter-nation-
al prison conference a few years ago are irrefutable, and di-
| reetly to the_contrary. But we <0 hold that the present sys-
tem falls to deal with the difficulty in an adequate way,

for our prisons are full and enlarging, and the criminal

class grows and becomes daily an incfeasing danger.

It is an unfortunate fact, but nevertheless a fact
which we must acknowledge, however unwilling we may be, that
the cr;minal class 1s increasing. In this connection I pre-
sent the following statistiics zathered in our owﬁveoantry.

In 1880 we had 23,000,000 of peorle and between
6,and.7,000 priscners.

£

In 1880 -- 31,000,000 of teorle aznd 19,0C0C prisoners
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In 1870 -- 38,000,000 of peorle and 32,000 prisoners

In 1880 -- 50,000,000, of peoprlc and 58000 prisoners

Now notice the relation between insanity, raurer-
ism and crime:-

In 1850 there were 15,000 inszane; In 1860 -- 24,
000; In 1870 -- 37,000; 1In 1880 -- 91,000.

In the 1light of these statistics we are not suc-
ceeding in doing away with crime.

There were in 1880 -- 58,000 of prisoners, and in
the same yesr 57,000 homecless children and 68,000 paﬁpers in
almshouses.

¥ow wnat is the criminal as we know him in state-
rrison? e vill 0ot consider the excertionsl Trisoner who
nag fallen snce o whose 2rimc w2s due to some sadden teup-
tation, to paszion, 1o intoxicztion, Lut the heavy mass in

our jalls vho were elither orn in viece =nd nriured 1a cerimc

interiting it or zzanlring 1t ryoaang, oy Wio
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estate, by reveated violation of the law, have become crin-
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inals. tner are in 2 20aormal conditicn shysically, dchtal-
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LYy ond wmoroily. Loct 2t thelr foeee, the shre of tholr



™ilc. Crimoe, tho ebit of vickedness, 1o ot only stoazod
nmon thelr faco, it is ingrained in the thysical man, and the

- -

body which was ment to e t:e tearle of a noble spirit 1s a

=4

tonesnent fit for 2 dezraded soul.
Can it be szid that such a loathsome wrctch existis
from chsnee or 2holze? Are wo not satieficd that, vack of

1t g Area thiore 1s a1 offgeient cause?
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or c¢zn =nyininzg, Ye produced thal 1s not neces-
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And again, are the brains of criminals exactly like
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the brains of honezt nmen? iiave criminzls the szme ambitions,
the same stander? of right or vronz? Is there any absolute
standars of risht or w¥ony? IT a Jdifference existis in the

brains, will {inh2t in port account for the Jifference 1n

w3

character? Is there anytning il hereaity? Are vices as

carcfully traremnitied Ly nature as virtues? Ve xnow that
desezces of flesh and blood are transmitied and that the
¢hilé is heir of phiysical deformity. Are deseaces of the
brain -- defornities of the mind -- also transmitied? Is it
not possible, 1s it mnot rrobable, is it not irue that these
seedg of vice were sovn long -go in the breast of some

savage ancestor 2nd nov become manifest in the luwkless indi-
vidual through vnat iIr Darvin terms rc¥ersion?

Think of vwhat man has suffered in the cause of
crime. Think of the milliions that have been irrisones,
impoverished and dezradel because they were taleves, forgers
and cheats. Tlhen one thinks of the #ifficulties under which
they have fursued thelr calling is 1t possible to conceive th
that they were sane and natural reorle Zoscsessed of good

brains? Is it rossible to concelve that they did what they

did from cholce unsffected Dy hereiity zn<d countless circum—

.



stances thatl tend to deter the conduct of humern belngs?

Is there any remedy? Can anything te d:ne for the

»eformation »Ff the criminal? To the<e quertions we tnlnil
there zre affirmative aonswers. Ho should be treated with
kinZness, Tyerr o wisht ghould be zpiven nin sousistont with
the scfoly of socicty. And we zlod to hoere noLe thian Liere

3 P R N ~ i O I { “n JCRE TR el S ., TN T marey oy A o < o~ =
institaticng, of vhichh 1xo Tlmira Rofornatory is 2 ool

A

illastration,that, 7:i:lle taoygiol as yet hzve atialined thic
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azra of vvizn Teroostlicn, naove oo lenst dlvaftod el Soursd
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towonole truae rolora.
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claimed for the rurrosc o eterring others, second for the
purpose of reforminzg nim. The circumstances of each individua
case are rarely ingquired into. Investigation stiors when the
simrle fact of larceny has been assertained. He is clad in
thé garments c¢f a convict and Jésizmated by a mumber. At best
he is but a slave of the state. He is driven like a beast of
burden and robbed of 1is labor. He 1s not allowed to srteak
with his fellow prisoners, and at nizht nhe is alone in his

cell. He is no longer worthy of associatcs. The conviect is



~14~

a pavement on which all hémanity tread. He remains for the
time of hisg sentcnce and then goes forth a2 branded man. . He
is given money enouzh to pay his fTare back to the place from
whence he came.

That 1s the conditions of this man when he has be-
come liberated? Can he get work? Not if ne states who he
is or wherc he has been. The first thing he does 1s to deny
hie rersonality and assume a hame. He endeavors by telling
falsehoodé to lay tne foundations for futurc good conduct.

The average man does not like to emrloy an ex-conviet, be-
cause the average man has no confidence in the reforming rower
of the renitentuary. If he changes his name there will be
come neddlesome wretch vho will betrsy his secret. He 1s then

discharged. He secks emiloyment zgzin znd he muetl seclkt it

by telling vhat 1s o0t true. e 13 azain Detraved and
[&o] ) 1

discharged. With nunger knaving at his vitals and starvation

staring nim in the facec, he ig finolly convinces ithat e con
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not live an honest man. He naturally 4rift
soclety of those who n3ave n2d like exrerience;, and the recult
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ie that in 2 1little vnilc he agsin stancgs Ln the Jock chorted
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it the cormigsicon of another ering.. Azain ne is sont do



tie sonltentiiry wad this ie thwe sal of i Thise aznir ULS
not 2 orininal, in fact, until socicts mato 1l o,

The men in the penitantuary Jo not worik f£or themsel-
ves. Thelr labor belonse to others. Ang 1f we rezard them
as free moral azents, csrable of choosing

brtwecn right anc

'o from choiece thelr labor sho:ld

(91

wrong, and doing what they

be arrrorriated to rec:mrensc as far as zossivle the injury

oY

b

they ~ave done. Put advance scéicnce 7uts forth other facts
which giwes this question :znother asrect, and shows a criminal
more or less irresyonsibie for his acts.

¥hen we reflect that every brain does in the course
of its development, pacs through t-e sazme stages as the brain
of other vertebrate animals, and that its transitional states
resemble the rermanent forms of their Lrains; and when we re-
flect furthner, that itne stages of its develorment in the womb

-

may be considercd the absirac 16 brief cuarci..icle of a series

(e
&

[

S

of devclopments that have gone on throizh countless ages

in nature, it docs not seem so wondferful, as at the first

[N

blush it mizht do, that it should, when in1 a condition of ar-
rested development, sometimes Zisrlay animal instinets.
sumring up, as it were, In itself the leading forms of the ver
tebrate type, there is truly a brutc brain within the man's'

brain; And when the latter stors short of its chnaracteristi



development as "mman, or who sueh eazrasteristie develorment

3

ls eeclipse? throuzh some sause, and it remains amrostel

A
v

W

or reverts to the level of an oranz's brain, it ey be Zroswi-

ed that it will manitT mo=zt rrindtive Dunctisne.
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That other concsideration than those Jjust gilven will
offer even sz zlimree of on exrlainsticn of tho srizin of thore

animal traits 1n man?. e necet not. novever, conflinc our

attention to i4 onliv. Tienze cane thic savage snari,
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Ty saoild ve  vimzn Deinz dezrived of als reascn
ever eecdae 59 Hralal i1 chizracstor 22 soac 40 viless e has
the brute naturec wiithin hin?. In most large asylums there is
bne, or more than cne, exsmrle of a2 demented rerson vho truly
ruminates -- boltin~ nis food »aridly, he retires afterwards
to a corner, vhere at his leisure he quietly brings 1t up

again in nis mouth and masticates it as the cow does. Strong

arzuments in suprort of fr. Darvint's views night be drawn from

\ Al

head

the field of morkhid phycholozy. Yle may, without must aif-
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ficulty trace savagery in civilization, as we can trace animalk
ism in savagery.

In the light of the above facts are we not justified
in saying that ihe eriminal is more or less deuented? If the
criminal 1s demented is he resronsible for acts comaitted
on account of that dementia? If he is not respgnsibie Tor
those acts has soclety a right to demand tnat he shall account
to it,for those acts by way of recompense?

How grossly unjust,then, the judicial criterion of
responsibility which dooms such person to punishment if they
knew what they were doing when the ccoumnltted the act! Why
then should the state take without recompense the 1abor of
these men;and why should they after having been in prison for
years be turned cut without the means of suzport? “True 1t
still holds that societ® has a right to rrotect 1tself against
the agzressor whether he be resrtonsible or irresponsible,but
the question is has it a rizght to punish or should 1t endeavor
to reform him.

What is reformation? As far as soclety's needs
or interests are concerned, 1t 1is to make 2n individual hos-
tile to'the-yeaoe anc szfety of the community, =z belnz in har-

mony wit: the creat sociszsl work Zolns arouns im;, and how 1is
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this hzrmonicusnoes 1o Le extreseed othorvwige thon Ly 1ndus—
trial co-action. Sofety Tor eoclety, with rezard to an 1n-

dividual mener lies =rineinzlly i1 20 satlis
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of «ur NLOOwS, 2l thils 1s suzlly ~ocuad Ly osuitsbloe 1n-
2 4 mn s . - 3 R - R 4 S pmres LT e ey oy TRt o
custrial ocenvation.. A crinminal is Zenerollss one o Cls-

contontoed withh nis 1ot is willing to satisfy himself by irreg-
ular unrecognized means repudiated Ly the majority. Teach
the criminal satisfaction: that is the great reform prin-
ciple. = Gets his physical and mentzl state in shape so that
‘he may be cepablc of receiving this lesson. The oriminal
should be trested as the surgeon treats hie patient. The
knife of jusﬁioe should be driven to the hilt if need be for
his own good.

This is the rrincirzle adopted at the‘Elmira Refor-
matory, and it scems to me that institution =ffords us a
phildsorhical basis to wori upon in prison reform.

The Elmirs system is in combination z compulsory
work shop, schocl and physical gymnasium. You may expect to
get arproximately from these the ssme result that you get for
boys and men in shops, schecls, gymnasiums outside of prisons.

In order to reform any person addicted to evil

living, a» adequate mode must be offered. At Tlmira the
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rowerful motive is the desire of zaining liberty. This
would secm enough, but it is not always sufficient to arouse
the ambition in a sluzgish nature especially when the period
of incarceration 1s fixed znd short. This motive then has
to. be suplimentecd by others. A way must be found to arouse
the slugzish body ana interest the Jormant nind. This
interest oncc aroused can be stimuletcc by varlous incite-
ments as slisht rewards of zromotion, the fear of soclzl de-
cradation; and thile path of doing well beconmes powerfully at-
tractive when it ie seer. to be the tath and the -nly one to
libertyr.
In o 1life {that 1ls reoguired of hinm ot Blmira 1t is
difficult for nim <o shaom. I0 e foes not wut minscelf wil-

3 e e AT PO P S T e g N S ~ - B - ey .
lingly znd honecsetly into harmony wiih ils wosltion, aa is

rretty certain to Lro2it down and 3o Haskt 1nto vhie narder con-

»eggolutisn. ~  The pressurc ls incessant. The insentive
of liberty, better apprchended as ho gets into a normall state
is always inviting to him. Meanwhile habit is doing its
work. He can continue longer in a straight course. The

Elmira system compells a man to literally to work out Rhis own



salvation. It will take some men a longcr, some a shorter
time to do it, that is, to azecquirc such a habit that for a
given period they can stand perfect in study, in Worﬁ, in con-
duct; but if they are wept at it they bogin to feel in thneir
renovated rhysical and moral nature, not only the desire for
liberty, but a lomging, however faint, to mske men of them-
selves.

There are uncer the rresent rule of determinate sen—
tences many incorrigasble cases. Probably there are some na-
turcs incapable of being changed to any thing better. But
it is difficult to say of any man that he cannot be reached
and touched by discirline rhysical, mental and moral for a
long time and continuous; that it is impossible to drill
him, in years of effort, into a habit of decent living and a
l1iking for an orderly life. It 1s impossible ©phychological-
ly and physioclogiczlly, for a person to obey rizid rules of
order and decenty, to be drilled in mental exercises, to Ee

subject to suppervision for intelligent amd attentive labor

for a considerable length of time, and not form new habits,
and nct be changed sensivbly and radiczlly. t ney be in
P

one year it may e in ten but ultimately such nablts will e

formed.
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The criminal nimself determines when he is fit to
30 outl of confinement and out of the diseipline 1o which he
nas been subjedted. Hisg receord showe 1t, for als record

shows whether he nas acquired new navlts and 1s really chisinged
Of cource some tribunals must Tasg unen this rresord and uron
the vhile =nuearazuce ong tendencey of the man, but its woril is
comparatively easy and liable to few mistakes. After a re-
lease, of course something must be dome to pplave this man,
who has acquirecd a habit of and a likéng for.a correct life,
in a positicon in the community where he has a chance to main-
tain himself. He cannot be turned locse to all temptation
in the faoe of the contempt of the world. But thilanthropy
can provide for that as part of the system which has given him,
by long discipline the habit of decent living. And it will
happen that when the community understands this system, the
finding employment ofor men who have been in states-prison wi
will be easier.

There are however men who pursue crime as a voca-
tion -- a profession -~ men who have been convicted again
and again, and who still rersist in using the intervals to
pray upvon the rights of others. What shall be done with

these men and momen?



Sort out thcse ha-dened ithieves as lcopers are sorted
out. Put a certzin number npon an island. Compell them to
Produce what they ezt =2nd use, and a larze mz ority would be
orrosed to theft. Those wno worx would not rermit those 7o
did not o steal the result of their labor. Self-nreser—
vation would be the Zonmirant idez, =nd these :en woulsd instant
ly look uron the iZlers as the enemiez of their society.

Keer the sexes auscluteiy apart. Those yvho zre veyond the

4 4 - YT SN L. R L R PR e ? T d ame & =z
tice -- {hose who undcr 7o clivcumstiances zre Ti1lling L0 70
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their share, should be serzarated and 4yiang should ileave 1o

Tnat shall be 4one witnh muriers? €121l the state

-, —~ - ~ AP PN S am TTA L e
A fTew vezre 2730 4 k2 was nonTed 1nn Viwoinial c
od ihe orocutllon, on lhzi vorsr Zar, wardorcd a ped

peddler in the Stitzsonizn zrounds at Wasninztion. He was

tried and executel and one o witnecsed nie hanging, and on
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the same <2y murie:
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Ever execution tends to hzrden the -nblic Reart,
tends to lescn the sacredness of human life. The death pen-
alty inflicted by‘Ehe government 1e¢ a rervetual excuse for
mods.

The greatest danger in a rcerublic is a mob and as
long as states inflicte the rzenalty of death mobs will f01low
the cxamrle. As a general rule the men who concstitute
the mob are among the worst and lowest and most derraved.

Those who are the fierest {c¢ destroy and hang thelr
fellow men for having commitled crimes are for the most rart,
at heart criminals themselves.

A fow yecars azo, In Illinole, a man escaped from
jall and in escaping, shot the failor. He was pursued, over-
taken and lynched. The man who put the rope around nis
neck was ther out on vail, having been inditted for an as-
sault to murder. And after the wretch was dead another man
climed the tree from vhich he dangled and, in <erision, rut a
cigar in the zouth of the dead; and this man was on ball having
been indicted for larceny.

The bvetter wiy is, 1t scems to me, to weed those
murders Qut from soclety; Xeer ithem scrarate and distinet from

the oprositec sex but esonfine so tnat they can do no more harm.



The old methods of munlshments have been tried in
vail. The rack, the Aungeon, the zibbet and stake have
failed to extomalnate the crininal or mnziie nim good.

As lonz as 1-norance, £ilth and goverty are 1lie mis-

C'

iciirices oi crino. As long ae children are ralsed in tene—
nent cnd suttoer the Prisons will e full, as lons as 4ishon-
arohice muccess outranks honest effort, as long as society
bows and cringes before great thieves there will bLe little
ones enouzh to fill the jails.

All the old penalties and zunishients wer nflicted
under a belief that 2 man could do right under all circum-
stances. All this, 1t secms to me, 1s a iristake. We must
take into consideration the nature of a man -- the facts of
the mind -- the power of temptation -- {the 1limitations of the
intellect -- the force of habit, the result of heredity
the domination of want -- the deseases of the braih, the
tyrrany of arpetite, the effect of poverty and wealth, of
“helplessness and rower.

Until these subtile things are understood, until we
know that man in spite of all, can pursue the highway of right,
society should not punish or dezrade, should not chain and
kill those who,after all may be helpless vietims of unknown

causes.
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