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DIGITAL VIDEO STABILIZATION WITH SIFT FLOW

SUMMARY

Videos which are recorded by hand held devices generally suffer from unintentional
camera motion. The reasons of the unintentional motion may be the hand shake of
users, or recording videos in a moving vehicle like car, bicycle, etc. Unwanted camera
motion is not only encountered in amateur recordings made on mobile devices but also
in video surveillance systems because of weather conditions like wind, or in videos
which are recorded from an aerial vehicle. This unwanted motion decreases the quality
of the video. In addition, the shaky movements may cause ambiguities in applications
such as target detection or tracking. In other words, unwanted movements deteriorate
the accuracy and the performance of the video processing applications. Therefore, the
reduction of unintentional camera motion becomes a fundamental step for digital video
processing.

Video stabilization can be defined as the correction of unstabilized video frames such
that the new video which is constructed with the compensated frames has smoother
frame to frame transitions. The possible methods for video stabilization can be divided
into three categories such as mechanical, optical and digital video stabilization. In this
study, digital video stabilization approach was taken into consideration. Digital video
stabilization can also be divided into two categories such as offline and real-time video
stabilization. Real-time video stabilization can be applied in mobile video recording
devices. Real-time processing reduces the shakiness during the recording. However,
this method is limited by the available processing time. Since the processing time
is crucial, algorithms used in this method are generally chosen easy to implement
and the motion models are also chosen simple to reduce the complexity. Stabilized
videos with relatively sufficient visual quality are able to be produced by real time
video stabilization methods. On the other hand, if the goal is improving accuracy and
the performance of a video processing application, real time methods with simplified
solutions may not be enough. In contrast, offline post-processing, which is the target of
this study, allows us to use more robust and accurate methods. As a result, the quality
and the accuracy of stabilized videos are consequently better than those for real-time.

Digital video processing has two main steps such as motion estimation and motion
compensation. Motion estimation is the crucial part of a video stabilization scheme.
There is a wide variety of approaches for motion estimation such as block matching
algorithms, optical flow methods, pel-recursive methods, phase correlation methods,
Bayesian methods, parametric motion estimation models, and 3D motion estimation.
Correspondence matching or image alignment focuses on finding a feature which will
be consistent across images. Raw pixels, corners, edges or some distinctive descriptors
are used for this goal. As it is expected, using raw pixels is not a favored way because
of its weakness for noise, illumination and orientation changes, etc. On the contrary,
feature based motion estimation is proposed as a more robust method to these condition
changes, since it uses some lighting, scale, orientation and geometric transformation
invariant features for correspondence matching. In this thesis, a relatively new high
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level image alignment technique called SIFT flow was used to extract the 2D flow
field between consecutive video frames. SIFT flow can be briefly expressed as an
algorithm whose computational framework is based on optical flow, but matches the
SIFT descriptors instead of raw pixels. SIFT flow extracts pixelwise SIFT descriptors
which are produced by local image structures and contextual information. These
descriptors are then matched by a discrete, discontinuity preserving flow estimation
algorithm. A discrete coarse to fine matching scheme based on the belief propagation
is used to find flow vectors that minimize the cost function of the SIFT flow algorithm.

Although feature based methods try to match highly distinctive and robust features,
there can still be undesired results during the motion estimation because of the feature
points on moving objects and incorrect correspondence point matching. These kinds
of points are expressed as outliers. Outliers are the points which do not fit the global
motion model and alter the motion vectors locally. The success of a video stabilization
scheme is affected by the outliers significantly. For this reason, outlier points must
be eliminated. One of the widely used methods for the elimination of outliers is the
Random Sample Consensus (RANSAC) algorithm. RANSAC tries to find inlier points
in an iterative scheme. RANSAC process is repeated until reaching a predetermined
number of trials. The error function is chosen as the Euclidean distance. Therefore,
RANSAC tries to find points whose Euclidean distance between the actual points in
the target frame and the transformed points from the reference frame are less than a
distance threshold. This threshold can be determined heuristically according to the
data. The maximum number of trials and the threshold for the consensus set size is
calculated by considering the number of points and the inlier probabilities. Although
RANSAC is a practical tool for removing outliers, there may be some points that
belong to moving objects and cannot be easily eliminated by RANSAC. Therefore,
a background point selection approach, which means choosing points compatible with
the motion model, was utilized to overcome this problem.

After eliminating outliers, motion is estimated by using inlier feature points. Motion is
generally expressed as a two dimensional vector whose elements are the horizontal
and the vertical displacements. These two components are usually assumed to be
independent. This assumption provides ease in computations. If a simple translation
model is assumed as global camera motion, a global motion vector for a frame is looked
for. On the other hand, there are also affine changes in real life videos and simple
translation may not be enough for compensating the unstable frames. For example, the
affine transformation constructs the camera motion model with scale, rotation, shear
and translation together. If an affine parametric motion estimation is followed, global
motion will be modeled as a global transformation between successive frames. In this
study, global motion model was chosen as a 6 parameter affine transformation which
is often preferred in literature. The last step of a video stabilization scheme is the
motion compensation. Frames which have motion blur may yield wrong matching
results. This may cause undesired affine transformation matrices. However, matching
failures do not affect the translational motion as much as the affine part. Therefore,
the frames with motion blur are compensated by using a translational motion model
only. In conclusion, a feature based matching method was used to obtain flow vectors,
outliers were eliminated by the RANSAC method, and shaky frames are compensated
by taking the motion blurs into account in this thesis.
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SIFT AKISI iLE SAYISAL VIDEO SABITLEME
OZET

Bu calismada, bir videonun istenmeyen kamera hareketlerinin  olabildigince
giderilmesi ele alinmaktadir. Videolardaki istenmeyen kamera hareketleri ¢cekimin
araba, helikopter gibi hareketli bir ortamda yapilmasi, kullanicinin elinin titremesi ya
da giivenlik kameralarinda riizgar gibi hava kosullar1 sebebiyle meydana gelebilir. Bu
hareketler, videonun gorsel kalitesini bozarak izleyicileri rahatsiz edebilir. Bununla
birlikte, hedef takibi gibi sayisal video isleme uygulamalarinda da belirsizliklere ve
yanligliklara neden olmaktadir. Bu nedenle, sayisal video isleme uygulamalarina
gecmeden oOnce istenmeyen kamera hareketlerinin giderilmesi (video sabitleme)
gerekmektedir. Istenmeyen kamera hareketlerinin giderilmesi sonucunda gorsel olarak
daha yumusak gecisleri olan bir video olusturulmasi amag¢lanmaktadir.

Literatiirde, temel olarak ii¢ cesit video sabitleme yonteminden bahsedilmektedir.
Bu yontemler, mekanik, optik ve sayisal video sabitleme olarak adlandirilmaktadir.
Mekanik video sabitlemenin amaci, kameranin iizerinde durdugu platformun
hareketinin algilanarak kameray1 titresimsiz bir cekim yapacak sekilde fiziksel
olarak diizeltmektir. Oldukg¢a iyi sonuglarin alinabildigi mekanik video sabitlemede
kamera disinda tasinmasi gereken aygitlar bulundugu i¢in giinliik kullanim ve amator
kullanicilar icin uygun olmayabilir. Bir diger yontem ise optik video sabitlemedir.
Optik video sabitlemenin amaci ise kamera icindeki mercek grubunu goriintiiniin
titresimine uygun olarak degisiklige ugratmak ve goriintii diizlemine ulasan 1sinlarin
diizeltilmesini saglamaktir. Son yillarda, video kameralarin pek ¢ogunda optik video
sabitleme 6zelligi bulunmaktadir.

Buraya kadar bahsedilen iki video sabitleme yontemi de istenmeyen hareketlerden
armmis videolar ¢ekmeyi amaclamaktadir. Uciincii ve son yontem olan sayisal
video sabitleme, sayisal video isleme yontemleri kullanilarak videolardaki titresimi
gidermeye calismaktadir. Uygulamaya gore gercek zamanli ya da cekim sonrasi
isleme seklinde iki secenegi mevcuttur. Gercek zamanli video sabitleme mobil
cihazlara uygulanabilmektedir ve cekim sirasinda titresimli cerceveleri diizeltmeyi
amaclamaktadir. Bu yontemin sakincali yani, zaman kisitlamasi olmasidir. Kullanilan
yontemlerin hesaplama karmagiklifinin ve siiresinin miimkiin oldugunca az olmasi
gerekmektedir. Bu nedenle, daha kolay uygulanabilir yontemler tercih edilir.
Ornegin, video sabitleme uygulamalarinda en temel adim olan hareket kestriminde
basitligi sebebiyle otelemeye dayali hareket modeli kullaninabilmektedir. Gergek
zamanli video sabitleme ile mobil uygulamalar icin yeterli olabilecek bir sabitleme
gerceklestirilebilir.  Ancak dogrulugu daha yiiksek bir uygulamaya ihtiya¢ varsa
zaman kisitlmast olmayan cekim sonrasi igleme tercih edilmelidir. Bu yolla, giiriilti,
geometrik doniisiimler, 151k degisimleri gibi etkenlere daha dayanikli ve hesaplama
karmasiklig1 nispeten fazla olan daha kapsamli yontemler kullanilabilir. Bu nedenle,
cekim sonrasi video isleme yontemlerinin dogrulugu ve gorsel kalitesi gercek zamanl
yontemlere gore daha iyi olmaktadir. Bu yontemin olumsuz yani ise artan hesap
karmagiklig1 ile programlarin ¢aligma siiresinin uzamasidir. Her ne kadar gercek
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zamanh yontemler gibi hesaplama siiresi iizerinde bir kisitlama olmasa da titresimsiz
videolar: elde etme siiresinin kabul edilebilir dlciilerde olmas1 gerekmektedir.

Sayisal video sabitleme, hareket kestirimi ve hareket karsilama olmak iizere iki
temel adimdan olusmaktadir.  Ozellikle hareket kestiriminin dogrulugu video
sabitleme uygulamalar1 acgisindan biiyiikk 6neme sahiptir. Hareket kestirimi sirasinda
meydana gelebilecek herhangi bir hata, video sabitleme performansinin biitiiniinii
etkilemektedir. Bu nedenle, dayanikli ve dogrulugu yiiksek bir hareket kestirimi
yontemi tercih edilmelidir. Hareket kestirimi, blok esleme algoritmasi, optik akis
yontemleri, faz iligkisi, vb. cesitli yontemler kullamilarak gergeklestirilmektedir.
Bahsedilen bu yontemler kullanilarak komsu video cercevelerinin pikselleri veya
piksel bloklar1 eglenerek aralarindaki yer degistirme kestirilmeye calisili.  Bu
esleme esnasinda, piksellerin gri seviye degerleri, kenar, kdse noktalar1 ya da
cerceveler boyunca istikrarli kalabilecek bir takim 6znitelikler kullanilabilir. Tahmin
edilecegi iizere giiriiltii, 151k degisimleri, 6lgek ve geometrik doniisiim degisimlerine
kars1 dayaniksizlif1 sebebiyle dogrudan piksellerin gri diizeylerini kullanmak tercih
edilen bir yol degildir. Bu nedenle video cercevelerini eslerken Scale Invarinat
Feature Transform (SIFT), Speeded up Robust Features (SURF), Oriented FAST and
Rotated BRIEF (ORB), vb. ozniteliklerden yararlanilmaktadir. Oznitelik tabanl
goriintii igsleme algoritmalar1 her ne kadar ayirt edici noktalar bulabilse de cerceve
icinde hareket eden nesneler ya da yanlis eslemeler sebebiyle hareket kestiriminde
istenmeyen sonuclarla karsilagilabilir. Yanlis eslemeler nedeniyle secilen hareket
modeline uymayan ya da hareket eden cisimler nedeniyle hareket vektorlerinde yerel
degisimlere sebep olan bu noktalar aykiri noktalar olarak adlandirilabilir. Aykiri
noktalar, bir video sabitleme algoritmasi i¢in biiyiik dneme sahip olan global hareketin
kestirilme performansini olumsuz etkilemektedir. Bu nedenle, aykir1 noktalarin
elenmesi gerekmektedir. 1981°de Fischler ve Bolles tarafindan Onerilen Random
Sample Consensus (RANSAC) sik kullanilan bir aykir1 nokta eleyici algoritmadir.

Ayrik noktalar elendikten sonra artik video sabitleme icin gerekli olan global hareket,
elemeden gegen noktalar ile kestirilmeye calisilir. Ardigik video gerceveleri arasinda
bulunan hareket, iki boyutlu bir akis alam olarak ifade edilebilmektedir. ki
boyutlu akis vektorlerinin elemanlari, yatay ve diisey eksendeki yer degistirmeyi
gostermektedir. ~ Hesaplamalarda kolaylik sagladigi i¢in yatay ve diisey yer
degistirmeler genellikle birbirlerinden bagimsiz olarak ele alinmaktadir. Bu akis
vektorlerini elde edebilmek i¢in ayrik, siirekli ya da kabadan inceye esleme yontemleri
bulunmaktadir. Ayrica komsu cerceveler arasindaki hareketi geometrik bir doniisiim
olarak ifade etmek de miimkiindiir. Video sabitleme problemlerinde de sik¢a kullanilan
iki boyutlu parametrik hareket kestirimi, iki boyutlu yer degistirmeleri kullanarak
ardisik cerceveler arasinda geometrik bir doniisiim bulmay1 hedefler. Yaygin olarak
kullanilan parametrik hareket modelleri iki boyutlu dogrusal koordinat doniistimleridir.

Bu calismada SIFT ozniteliklerinden yararlanan ve optik akis algoritmasindan
esinlenen bir esleme yontemi olan SIFT akigt kullanilmistir. SIFT akigi, orijinal
goriintiileri kullanarak her noktasinda 128 boyutlu SIFT 6znitelik vektorleri olan
SIFT giiriintiilerini elde eder. Boylece orijinal SIFT yontemine gore daha sik
bir SIFT gosterilimi elde edilmis olur. Ancak SIFT akisi SIFT Ozniteliklerini
hesaplarken orijinal SIFT Oznitelik ¢ikarma adimlarinin tamamini izlemez. Buna
ragmen goriintii eslemede piksellerin gri diizey degerlerini kullanmak yerine SIFT
akist yonteminde hesaplanan SIFT Ozniteliklerini kullanmak giiriiltii, geometrik

Xxii



doniisiimler, 151k degisikleri vb. etkenlere karsi dayaniklilik saglamaktadir. SIFT
akisi, SIFT goriintiilerini optik akisa benzer bir yaklasim ile eslemektedir. SIFT
akisinin enerji fonksiyonu, yer degistirmenin akis vektorleri boyunca olacagi, bu
akis vektorlerinin Taylor a¢ilimini saglayacak kadar kii¢iik bulunacagi ve komsu akis
vektorlerinin birbirine benzer olacagi yani siireksizliklerin kontrol altina alinabildigi
bir yapida secilmistir. Enerji fonksiyonu ayrica parcali Markov Rastgele Alani
(piecewise Markov Random Field) seklinde modellenmistir ve bdylece bu maliyet
fonksiyonunu enkiiciilten akis vektorlerinin bulunmasinda Bayesci bir yaklagim olan
inang aktarimi (belief propagation) yontemi kullanilabilmektedir.

SIFT akist sonucunda ardisik iki cerceve arasindaki yer degistirmeleri ifade eden
akig alami elde edilmis olmaktadir. Bu asamada ortaya cikabilecek aykirt noktalar
RANSAC kullanilarak elenmektedir. RANSAC algoritmasinda 6ncelikle, goz oniine
alian hareket modelinin ¢6ziimil i¢cin gereken en az sayida nokta rasgele secilir. Bu
noktalar kullanilarak bir baslangi¢ hareket modeli hesaplanir. Daha sonra elimizdeki
noktalardan bu modele uyan bir altkiime secilir. Noktalarin modele uygunluguna
bakilirken kullanilan &lgiit ise Oklid uzakligina dayanmaktadir. IIk iterasyon sonucu
testten gecen noktalarin sayis1 eger onceden belirlenen olas1 veri i¢indeki modele
uyumlu nokta sayisindan daha fazla ise program sonlandirilir, degilse basa doniiliir
ve iglemler tekrarlanir. RANSAC algoritmasi sonucunda elde edilen biitiin uyumlu
noktalar hareket modelinin bulunmasinda kullanilmaktadir. Bu calismada model
parametrelerini bulmak icin en kiiciik kareler yontemi kullanilmigtir. Ortalama almaya
dayal1 bir yontem oldugu i¢in en kiiciik karelerin sonucu aykirt noktalarin varligindan
oldukca etkilenmektedir. Bu nedenle, bu calismada en kiiciik kareler RANSAC
ile aykir1 noktalar elendikten sonra kullanilmigtir. Ancak bazi durumlarda sadece
RANSAC algoritmasimi kullanmak aykiri noktalarin sonucu etkilemesini 6nlemeye
yetmemektedir. Ornegin, videolarda hizla hareket eden ve oldukca ¢ok yer kaplayan
cisimlere ait noktalar RANSAC tarafindan elenemeyecek aykiri noktalardir. Bu
sorununun iistesinden gelmek icin video cercevesindeki noktalar kabul edilen hareket
modeline uygunluklar1 agisindan bir se¢ime tabi tutulmustur. Hareketli cisimlerin
genellikle cercevenin O6n planinda yani g¢ogunlukla orta bolgelerde bulundugu
varsayillmaktadir. Bu nedenle, video sabitleme isleminin basinda cercevenin orta
bolgesi disinda kalan noktalar RANSAC algoritmasinda kullanilmigtir. Orta bolgenin
biiyiikliigii tahminen belirlenmektedir. ilk iki cergeve igin sadece arka plan noktalar
kullanilarak hareket modeli hesaplanir. Siradaki ¢erceve ciftine gegmeden dnce 6n plan
olarak kabul edilen bolgedeki noktalardan hesaplanan modele uyanlar da arka plan
noktalarina katilir ve arka plan noktalarindan modele uymayan noktalar elenir.Boylece,
siradaki RANSAC islemi giincellenmis arka plan noktalari kullanilarak yapilmaktadir.
Bahsedilen islemler biitiin ¢erceve ciftleri icin tekrarlanarak devam eder. Dikkat
edilmesi gereken nokta, bu tezde arka plan noktalarin1 se¢mek ile ifade edilmek
istenen her adimda hesaplanan hareket modeline uyan noktalarin belirlenmesidir.
Hareket modeli olarak olas1 kamera hareketlerinin ¢ogunlugunu iceren 6 parametreli
ilgin doniigim tercih edilmistir. Hareket modeli kestirildikten sonra video
sabitleme yOontemlerinin son asamasi olan hareket karsilamasi gerceklestirilmektedir.
Hareket karsilamada istenmeyen hareketlerin giderildigi yeni cerceveler bir araya
getirilerek sabitlenmis videolar olusturulmaktadir. Ilgin doniisiim bulunduktan sonra
ikinci cerceveye bulunan doniisiim uygulanarak birinci cerceve elde edilmektedir.
Siradaki cerceve ciftine gecildiginde ise bir Onceki adimda diizeltilen cerceve ile
yeni c¢erceve karsilastirtlir. Herhangi bir adimda ilgin doniisiim hesaplamasinda
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meydana gelen hatalar eslesmelerde diizeltilmis cerceveler kullanildig1 i¢in katlanarak
artabilmektedir. Bu durumun iistesinden gelebilmek i¢in hata yapma olasiliginin fazla
oldugu cerceveler belirlenerek bu cercevelerde ilgin doniisiimiin sadece Otelemeleri
kullanilarak cerceveler diizeltilmeye calisilmistir.  Ciinkii esleme hatalar1 ilgin
doniisiimiin oteleme kismini nispeten daha az etkilemektedir. Egsleme hatasinin
olast oldugu cerceveler ise ¢ercevelerin gradyenlerinden yararlanarak tespit edilmeye
calisilmistir.

Cerceveler diizeltilirken dikkate alinan bir diger konu da bilingli olarak kullanicinin
ilgi alaninin de8ismesi sonucu yapilan yalpa ve yunus gibi kamera hareketlerini
istenmeyen titresim hareketlerinden ayirt edilmesidir. Bunun i¢in bilingli kamera
hareketlerinin titresim hareketlerine gore daha diizenli ve yumusak hareketler
oldugu sonucundan yararlamlmaktadir. Ornegin, yalpa hareketi i¢in yatay oteleme
parametreleri bir grup cerceve i¢in takip edilirse, parametrelerin tekdiize bir sekilde
bir yonde arttigr goriilmektedir. Bu c¢alismadaki video sabitleme programininin
yalpa hareketini bahsedilen sekilde fark edip yalpa hareketi siiresince ¢ok biiyiik bir
diizeltme yapmamas1 saglanmaya calisiimistir. Boylece istenen yalpa hareketinin takip
edilebilmesi amaglanmistir. Bu tezde ayrica yalpa hareketinin bilin¢li bir kullanici
tarafindan yavas bir sekilde yapildig1 varsayilamaktadir. Sonug olarak, videolardaki
istenmeyen hareketler literatiirdeki calismalara benzer bir yaklagimla giderilmeye
calistlmistir.  Oznitelik tabanh bir esleme yontemi ile akis vektorlerine ulagilmgtir.
Secilen hareket modeli ile uyumsuzluk yaratacak aykiri noktalar elenmis, hareket
modeli iki ¢erceve arasindaki ilgin doniisiimii olarak belirlenmis ve bu bilgiler 1s181nda
titresimli cergeveler diizeltilerek sabitlenmis videolar elde edilmeye ¢alisilmustir.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Hand held devices such as digital video cameras and cell phones are widely used all
over the world. In addition, taking photos and recording videos became a pervasive
habit. In amateur recordings, the unintentional camera motion caused by the hand
shake of users or when recording from a moving car are inevitable. Unwanted camera
motion is not only encountered in amateur recordings but also in video surveillance
systems because of weather conditions like wind or in videos which are recorded
from an aerial vehicle. This unwanted motion decreases the quality of the video.
The aforementioned degradation in the quality of video has two aspects. First of
all, the visual quality is decreased that is very disturbing for the viewers. Second
and the most important aspect of the degradation is that the shaky movements may
cause ambiguities in applications such as target detection or tracking. In other
words, unwanted movements deteriorate the accuracy and the performance of video
processing applications. Therefore, the reduction of unintentional camera motion

becomes a fundamental step for digital video processing.

Video stabilization is the correction of unstabilized video frames such that the new
video which is constructed with the compensated frames has smoother transitions.
The possible methods for video stabilization can be divided into three categories such
as mechanical, optical and digital video stabilization. Mechanical video stabilization
provides a physical solution. It aims to adjust the entire camera to record stabilized
videos. Some heavy devices with spinning wheels and a battery maintain the camera by
using the information which comes from the motion sensors of the device. Mechanical
video stabilization is able to give very good results. However, it is not a suitable
solution for ordinary consumer use because of its power consumption and clumsiness.
Second solution is optical video stabilization which manipulates the lens group with
respect to the degree of image vibration. The light rays reaching the image plane can
be steadied by using this method. In recent years, many video cameras have the optical

video stabilization utility. The first two solutions stabilize videos while recording. The



last solution is the digital video stabilization [1]. Digital video stabilization can be also
divided into two categories such as offline and real-time video stabilization. Real-time
video stabilization is applied for mobile video recording devices. Real-time processing
reduces the shakiness during the recording. However, this method is limited by the
processing time. Since the processing time is crucial for real time use, algorithms used
in this method are generally chosen easy to implement and simple motion models are
chosen to reduce the complexity. For instance, the motion is assumed to be simple
translation. Stabilized videos with relatively sufficient visual quality are able to be
produced by the real time video stabilization methods. On the other hand, if the
goal is improving accuracy and the performance of a video processing application,
real time methods with simplified solutions may not be enough. In contrast, offline
post-processing allows us to use more robust and accurate methods. Since there are
no time limitations, more complex and comprehensive procedures may be applied. As
a result, the quality and the accuracy of stabilized videos are obviously better than

real-time but the drawback of the off-line post-processing is the computation time [2].

Digital video processing has two main steps such as motion estimation and motion
compensation. Motion estimation is the crucial part of a video stabilization scheme.
Any failure in motion estimation part affects the whole performance of the video
stabilization procedure. Thus, an accurate and robust motion estimation is required for
properly stabilized frames. There is a wide variety of approaches for motion estimation
such as block matching algorithms, optical flow methods, pel-recursive methods, phase
correlation methods, Bayesian methods, parametric motion estimation models and 3D

motion estimation.

By using one of these methods the movement of pixels or blocks from one
frame to another or briefly correspondence between consecutive frames is extracted.
Correspondence matching or image alignment focuses on finding a feature which will
be consistent across images. Raw pixels, corners, edges or some distinctive descriptors
are used for this goal. As it is expected, using raw pixels is not a favored way because
of its weakness for noise, illumination and orientation changes, etc. On the contrary,
feature based motion estimation is proposed as a more robust method to these condition
changes, since it uses some lighting, scale, orientation and geometric transformation

invariant features for correspondence matching. Some prominent feature extraction



methods which are widely used in literature are Scale Invariant Feature Transform
(SIFT), Speeded up Robust Features (SURF), Oriented FAST and Rotated BRIEF
(ORB), etc. There are also modifications of SIFT in which computation complexity

and cost are tried to be reduced.

There is a selection of the most representative and distinctive points in feature
extraction methods. Therefore, a sparse representation of an image is generated. One
drawback that may be encountered is an inadequate number of features extracted
for some images. If there are not enough features, matching results will be poor.
According to the application requirements, a dense representation may also be

preferred.

Although feature extraction methods provide highly distinctive and robust features,
there still can be undesired results during the motion estimation because of the feature
points on moving objects and incorrect correspondence of matching points. These
kind of points are expressed as outliers. Outliers are the points which do not fit the
global motion model and alter the motion vectors locally. The success of the video
stabilization depends on finding a global camera motion correctly. However, outlier
points which especially occupy a large area in the frame affect the accuracy of global
motion estimation process. For this reason, outlier points must be eliminated. One of
the widely used methods to handle outliers is Random Sample Consensus (RANSAC)

algorithm. RANSAC has the ability to remove points on moving objects in a frame [3].

After eliminating outliers, motion is estimated by using inlier feature points. Motion
is generally expressed as a two dimensional vector. One of the components is for
horizontal motion and the other one is for vertical motion. These two components are
usually assumed to be independent. This assumption provides ease in computations.
There are continuous, discrete and coarse-to-fine matching schemes to reach these
motion vectors. At this point, there are different options to model the motion between
consecutive frames. 2D parametric motion is generally preferred in video stabilization
applications. The commonly used motion model is the affine motion model with
six parameters. In a usual video stabilization scheme, after estimating the global
motion parameters, motion smoothing is required to suppress high frequency jitters
and obtain the intentional camera motion. Kalman filtering, Gaussian filtering, motion

vector integration and particle filtering are some of the motion smoothing methods in
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literature [2]. The last step of video stabilization is warping a frame by using smoothed
motion parameters to obtain another frame. Different combinations of these methods

explained above are utilized for video stabilization purposes in the literature.

1.1 Literature Review

In recent years, feature based motion estimation methods are commonly preferred
in many studies reported in the literature and different combinations of the methods
mentioned in the previous section are utilized for the video stabilization purpose. In
this section, some selected work which have similar approaches as in this thesis are

briefly summarized.

In [2], the ORB features were used in the motion estimation step. ORB features
were extracted by using FAST keypoints detector and BRIEF descriptors. FAST or
accelerated segment test is a corner detection method which uses machine learning.
In spite of the high speed of the detector, FAST has no orientation operator. The lack
of orientation operator destroys the robustness to noise. Therefore, rotated BRIEF
descriptors, which utilize binary tests between pixels in a smoothed image patch, were
used to provide robustness. Similar to SIFT, BRIEF has also robustness to lighting, blur
and perspective distortion. The proposed feature extraction method in [2], combined
FAST corner detector and BRIEF descriptor and it was called oriented FAST rotated
BRIEF (ORB). It is stated that motion estimation with ORB was faster and had similar
accuracy as motion estimation with SIFT. After ORB features were extracted and
keypoints were matched, affine transformation model parameters were estimated to
represent to global motion. RANSAC was also used to refine the affine parameters.
The paper states that the ORB feature extraction produced a minimum number of
features compared to SIFT and SURF, and this was why ORB feature based motion
estimation needs less computational time. The reference [2] had an improved motion
smoothing scheme that computed affine parameters by using unstable input frames and
stabilized output frames. Gaussian filtering was preferred. They avoided accumulative
errors with this smoothing approach. The proposed method in [2] was validated with
real world videos. The reported results of experiments show that the approach in [2]

was an efficient and robust video stabilization method.



In [3], particle filtering method was used for the video stabilization purpose. The main
property of this approach was that, feature points should have different contributions
to the estimation results, and good estimation should depend on feature points with
similar degree of freedom (DOF). Features were extracted by the Speeded up Robust
Features (SURF) method. Local motion vectors and incorrect correspondences were
eliminated by RANSAC. Then, the weight of feature points was estimated by the
particle filter approach, different depth of fields (DDOF) of different feature points
were solved and weighted least square estimation was used to find global motion. They
also used Kalman filter to estimate the intentional motion. 2D Affine motion model

was assumed to represent the transformation between frames.

On the other hand, [4] classified the feature points as background and foreground
in order to increase the accuracy of global motion estimation. The moving objects
which produce outlier feature points are generally located at the foreground in a
frame. [4] was aiming to use only the background feature points in the parameter
estimation step to increase the performance of the RANSAC algorithm. Feature points
were extracted and tracked by using the Kanade Lucas Tomasi (KLT) method and at
the beginning of the feature point classification process, feature points were divided
into two non-overlapping regions. Feature points that are located at the region near
the middle of the frame were labeled as foreground. Conversely, the feature points
that were extracted from the region near the boundaries of the frame were labeled
as background feature points. Global motion model was extracted by using this
initial set of background points in RANSAC. Before proceeding to the subsequent
frames, foreground and background feature points were updated according to their
compatibility with the global motion model. If a background feature point fitted the
model, it remained as a background point in the following frames otherwise it switched
to a foreground feature point. Contrarily, if a foreground feature point did not fit the
model, it remained as a foreground point; otherwise it switched to a background point.
It was stated that the proposed global motion estimation method colud be successful

even with the presence of big foreground objects.

In [5], the similarity transformation model was preferred, and SIFT features were used
in the global motion estimation. However, the feature extraction and selection of key

points were different than conventional than SIFT algorithm. Their progress included



multi-block point extraction, in-block match selection and inter-block match selection.
SIFT feature points were extracted from some blocks in the image and the feature
points were also matched between these blocks. This was how they reduce the number
of feature points and search range. In the first feature matching step, adjacent feature
points in the same block were matched. In the second step, matched features in the first
step were tried to be matched by using different blocks to increase matching accuracy.
In this case, angle invariance property of similarity transform was considered. The
paper states that their in-block and inter-block match selection scheme was faster than

conventional methods and more accurate than RANSAC algorithm.

In [6], the affine motion model was preferred for the global camera motion and SURF
was used for the feature extraction step. SURF features were matched by looking at
the space distances and differences of descriptors between consecutive frames. After
finding the features, RANSAC was utilized to deal with false matches and outliers
and affine motion parameters were estimated. An iterative smoothing scheme was
constructed by using a weak Gaussian kernel. Finally, the video was stabilized by
frame warping with the compensation matrix. It is stated that the stabilized camera
motion path was closer to the ideal path. As a result, there was less uncovered area
in the stabilized video. According to the study, their method was more robust and

adaptable to different video clips.

Finally, [7] extracted motion vectors by the Lucas and Kanade optical flow method.
Four parameter affine motion model was adopted to estimate camera motion and
parameters were estimated by the least squares solution. Motion parameters were used
in a decision method which was called the collective motion estimate (CME) in the
paper. CME was used to discriminate intentional and unintentional camera motions.
The parameters of CME had small values in case of intentional motion. Therefore,
CME values that were obtained from consecutive frames could be utilized to describe
the change of camera motion in the entire video. According to the paper, after shaky
frames were identified with the CME method, unintentional motion was rectified by

using image morphing methods.

The purpose of this thesis is modeling the global camera motion and compensating
for this unwanted motion in order to produce smoother and stabilized frames as

much as possible. Motion estimation is carried out by using a new scene alignment
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method which is called SIFT flow. After extracting the correspondence between
adjacent frames with SIFT flow, an outlier rejection process is utilized to find motion
parameters. Random Sample Consensus is preferred as the outlier rejection tool.
Camera motion is modeled as a 6 parameter affine transformation. Affine motion
parameters are calculated by least squares estimation with only inlier points. The final
step is the motion compensation which is carried out by analyzing the amount of the

unwanted motion in this thesis.






2. MOTION ESTIMATION

First step of a video stabilization scheme is motion estimation. The accuracy of
the motion estimation is very crucial such that any error in the motion estimation
step propagates through the following steps and affects the motion compensation
performance. Motion is generally defined as a 2D motion vector field between
successive video frames. Since there is a loss of information during the projection
of images from a 3D scene to the 2D image plane, motion estimation is an ill-posed
problem. Therefore, using a robust motion estimation method is very important.
There are pixel based methods such as block matching algorithm, phase correlation
method and optical flow, etc. These direct methods may be effective, but they are
not robust enough to illumination changes or geometric transforms. Thus, indirect
methods which are more robust are preferred in this thesis. Indirect methods use
features and match these features to construct a correspondence between adjacent
frames. In our case, motion between video frames relates to the entire image rather
than being local or belonging to a moving object. Therefore, global motion estimation
is required for the video stabilization. If a simple translation model is assumed as
a global camera motion, a global motion vector for a frame is looked for. In this
case, global motion vectors can be thought as the most frequent vector in the vector
field that is extracted between adjacent frames. On the other hand, there are also
affine changes in a real life videos and simple translation may not be enough for
compensating the unstable frames. For example, the affine transformation constructs
the camera motion model with scale, rotation, shear and translation together. If an
affine parametric motion estimation is followed, global motion will be modeled as a
global transformation between successive frames. In this study, global motion model
is chosen as a 6-parameter affine transformation which is often preferred in literature.
In Fig.s 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3, magnitude and angle histograms of flow vectors of different
transformations are shown. The examples in the following figures are synthetic. The
transformation matrices which belong to Fig. 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3 are shown in Eq.s (2.1),

(2.2) and (2.3), respectively.



0.9995 0.0314 O
T =1 -0.0314 0.9995 0 2.1)
0 0 1

In Eq. (2.1), there is a clockwise rotation of 0.0314rad.

0.9995 0.1571 -5
T=1|-0.0314 09995 3 (2.2)
0 0 1

In Eq. (2.2), there are a clockwise rotation of 0.0314rad, shear parallel to x axis with
degree of 5, and 5 pixels of horizontal translation to the left and 3 pixels of downward

vertical translation.

1 0 =25
T=10 1 —-15 2.3)
00 1

In Eq. (2.3), there are 25 pixels of horizontal translation to the left and 15 pixels of

upward vertical translation.

(a) Original image (b) Image under only rotation
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(c) Angle histogram (rad) (d) Magnitude histogram (rad)
Figure 2.1: Histograms of flow vectors with only rotation.
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(a) Original image (b) Image under affine
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(c) Angle histogram (rad) (d) Magnitude histogram (rad)
Figure 2.2: Histograms of flow vectors with affine transformation.
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(a) Original image
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(b) Image under simple translation
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(c) Angle histogram (rad) (d) Magnitude histogram (rad)
Figure 2.3: Histograms of flow vectors with simple translation.
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As seen in Fig. 2.3, simple translation provides a global motion vector which is the
most frequent among other flow vectors. However, a uniform magnitude histogram
with a global angle is observed in affine transformation as it is seen in Fig. 2.2. These
transformations and images were chosen arbitrarily. Therefore, histograms may be

different for any other choice.

2.1 Correspondence Matching

In this thesis, a new high level image alignment method which is called SIFT flow
was used to extract the 2D flow field between consecutive video frames. High level
image alignment includes matching two images from different 3D scenes with similar
scene characteristics. The problem considered in this thesis covered adjacent frames
that belong to the same scene, but occlusion, clutter and multiple objects complicate the
problem. [8] proposes a simple, effective and an object free image matching algorithm.
SIFT flow can be briefly expressed as an algorithm whose computational framework
is based on optical flow and this method matches SIFT descriptors instead of raw
pixels. SIFT flow extracts pixel wise SIFT descriptors which are produced by local
image structures and contextual information. These descriptors are then matched
by a discrete, discontinuity preserving flow estimation algorithm. According to the
reference [8], SIFT descriptors provide robust matching across different scene and
object views, and discontinuity preserving spatial model provides matching of objects

at different parts of the scene.

2.1.1 SIFT part of the SIFT flow algorithm

Scale Invariant Feature Transform (SIFT) was proposed by David G. Lowe in 2004
as a robust feature extraction method to perform dependable matching between
images which have different views of the scene. SIFT produces distinctive features
that are invariant to scale, rotation, view point, noise and illumination changes.
The implementation steps of SIFT contain scale space extrema detection, keypoint
localization, orientation assignment and keypoint descriptor. Briefly, scale space is
constructed by filtering the image with Gaussian low pass filters in varying scales
and the extrema points are found from the difference of Gaussian images in the scale

space extrema detection step. Accurate subpixel locations of candidate keypoints are

13



obtained, and points with low contrast or on edges are eliminated in the keypoint
localization step. After feature point extraction, one or more orientations which are
calculated from local image gradients are assigned to each keypoint. Every keypoint
has a scale, location and orientation as a result of the orientation assignment step.
Finally, descriptors are obtained by dividing the pixel region around each keypoint into
a 4x4 array and calculated orientations are quantized into 8 bins. Thus, a 4x4x8 = 128

dimensional feature vector is found for each keypoint [9].

As a result, SIFT can be defined as a sparse representation which has two basic steps
such as feature extraction and feature detection. On the other hand, SIFT flow has
only the feature extraction step of the original SIFT method. SIFT flow does not have
any elimination of inaccurate or weak keypoints before obtaining SIFT descriptors.
Moreover, SIFT flow does not build a scale space at the beginning of the feature
extraction process. Feature extraction process of SIFT flow has the following steps.
The neighborhood of each pixel in an image is divided into a 4x4 cell array and the
orientation is quantized into 8 bins in each cell. Vertical and horizontal edges are
calculated by using gradient operations. Then the magnitude and the angle of gradients
are calculated. After finding these parameters, orientations are calculated as it is shown

in Eq. (2.4) and weighted with the magnitude of the gradients.

orientation; = |VI|(cos 0 cos (angle;) + sin @ sin (angle;))* ,i=1,2,3..,8  (2.4)

where « is a parameter for attenuation which must be an odd number and it is taken
as 9 in [8]. 6 is the angle and |VI| is the magnitude of the gradients. angle; are the 8

angles between 0 and 27 with an angle step of 7 /4.

As a result a 4x4x8 = 128 dimensional feature vector is obtained for each pixel on
a predetermined grid which is obtained according to the window size in which SIFT
orientations are calculated. In [8], this per pixel SIFT descriptor is called as the SIFT
image and the SIFT flow method is done with the SIFT algorithm after obtaining the
SIFT image. All the steps of the SIFT algorithm are not carried out in the SIFT flow
algorithm. The purpose of this feature extraction in SIFT flow is to find robust and
dense features which have the local orientation information and matching them instead

of intensity values of pixels. The aspect ratio of SIFT images are not the same as the
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original image. Since the neighborhood of every pixel is divided into a 4x4 cell array,
the calculations begin with the pixel that is four pixels away from the left and the top
of the image. Therefore, the original width and height of the image do not remain the
same and the matching is done between the grid points that depend on the window size
for SIFT calculations. This resolution may be altered with a grid spacing parameter, if

needed.

SIFT images are used in the correspondence matching step. In other words, 128
dimensional feature vectors of each pixel are matched. SIFT images will be MxNx128
dimensional matrix where N and M are the height and the width, respectively and the
visualization of these images is not easy because of the third dimension. [8] proposes
a visualization method to deal with this problem. They map the top three principle
components of SIFT descriptors which are calculated from a set of images to the
principle components of RGB color space. In this visualization, the pixels that have
similar structures have similar colors. In addition, the visualization of SIFT images
which is given in Fig. 2.4 shows that the sharp edges in original images are preserved.

This is how we can see the discontinuity preserving property of the SIFT flow method.

(a) Original image (b) SIFT image
Figure 2.4: Visualization of per pixel SIFT image.

The SIFT image shown in Fig. 2.4 (b) is a MxNx3 image and it is not actually used in
the matching step. The per pixel SIFT image that is used in the matching step is the
MxNx128 matrix and the 128 dimensional feature vector of each pixel is matched to

find the correspondence between adjacent video frames.

2.1.2 Optical flow part of the SIFT flow algorithm

In the previous section, how the SIFT features are extracted and a per pixel SIFT

descriptor called the SIFT image is obtained are explained. Now, we have the entity
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to match and what kind of a matching scheme is used in SIFT flow will be covered in
this section. As it was mentioned before, matching scheme of SIFT flow is inspired by
the optical flow method. In a video, image plane coordinates do not remain the same
through the whole video. Pixels are moving because of the camera or object motion.
This displacement of the pixels on the vertical and horizontal direction is modeled as a
two dimensional vector which is called the correspondence vector. The correspondence
vector can simply be thought as a difference of the corresponding point coordinates in
adjacent frames. The temporal rate of change of the image plane coordinates because
of the spatio—temporal variations of the intensity describes the optical flow vector.
The correspondence field or optical flow field is determined as a vector field of pixel
displacements which is also named as ’apparent 2D motion’ [10]. Thus, 2D motion
estimation problem becomes finding the correspondence vector. Optical flow method
estimates the flow field by using the spatio—temporal image intensity gradients. The

basic optical flow equation is given in Eq. (2.5) [11].

dE (x,y,1)

I =0 (2.5)

where E (x,y,t) is the image plane or the intensity value of pixel point at (x,y) at time
t. Eq. (2.5) states that the intensity distribution remains the same through the time.
If there is any intensity change for a point, this is only because of the displacement
of pixels according to the main assumption of optical flow. Eq. (2.5) can be also

expressed as shown in Eq. (2.6) by using the chain rule of the derivative.

JdE dx OJEdy H_E_

oxdr aydr ot (2.6)

where partial derivatives can be expressed as the gradient VE (x,y,t) and u = % and

V= % are the unknown flow vectors. The flow vectors should be small enough that
Taylor expansion can be valid. There are several approaches for the estimation of flow
vectors. One of them is the Horn and Schunck method which looks for a flow field that
minimizes the pixel to pixel variations along the flow vectors [10]. The cost function

of Horn and Schunck method is shown in Eq. (2.7) [11].

E= / / ((Eop)*+0?E2) dxay 2.7
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where E,r is the error in the optical flow function which is shown in Eq. (2.8)

JEdx OJEdy OE

Eyp=—1 0 % ButEv+E 2.8
of = oxdr T ayar T or vt E 2.8)

E? is the smoothness constraint given in Eq. (2.9) and « is the smoothing parameter.

2 2 2 2
o () () () () oo o

If we let the points of the intensity pattern move independently, we may not find
any reasonable velocity vectors. Therefore, the velocities of neighboring points are
required to be similar and the flow field should be smooth. Flow discontinuities may
occur when there are occlusions. As a result, flow discontinuities cause problems for

an algorithm which has a smoothness constraint [11].

It can be seen from Eq. (2.9) that Es2 must be small enough to have a smoother
flow field. Besides, we are able to control the smoothness constraint by o [10].
The cost function of Horn and Schunck can be optimized by a continuous estimation
scheme which is reduced to solve partial differential equations with the Euler-Lagrange

method. The solution is given step by step as below.
Let us (E(,f)2 + o?E? be L(x,y,u,v);

Euler-Lagrange equations are shown in Eq. (2.10)

2.10
oL _dIL_da (210
Jdv  dxdv, dydv,
Let find the terms of Euler-Lagrange equations;

JdL _d 2, 202, 2, 2 2

—=—((E E E o )

= (( wit+Eyv+Er)” + o (uy 4 u; +vi +v5) 211

=2(Exu+Eyv+E)E,
JdL _d 2 2002, 2,2, 2
5 =3 ((Exu+Eyv+Et) +ao (ux+uy+vx+vy)> 2.12)

17



aor_ao
dx du, dx du,

d
:Ec (2a2ux) = 2a2uxx

4L _a3d
dy duy,  dx duy
:j—y (2062uy) = Zazuyy

aa_aa
dx dv, dxdv,

d
= (20vy) = 20V

d dL d d
dy dvy  dx vy
d 2 2
:@ (2(X vy) =20"vyy

If the Euler-Lagrange equations are arranged again;

(Extt+ Eyv+ E;) Ex — 0 (tty + tyy) = 0

(Exu+EyVv+E)E, — o? (vix+vyy) =0

<(Exu—|—Eyv—|—E,)2 + o (u)zc + ui +v? +v§)>

- ((Exu—l—Eyv—i-E,)2 + ao? (u)zc + u§ +v2 +v§)>

(Bt B+ B+ 02 (22 +v2+13) )

<(Exu +Ev+E) + o (u+ud+v2+ v§))

(2.13)

(2.14)

(2.15)

(2.16)

(2.17)

The terms uy, + uyy and vy, + v,y are the Laplacians of u and v. Therefore, Eq. (2.17)

becomes;

Eu+ E.Eyv = a*V?u — E,E,

EEy+E}v=a*V?v— E,E,

(2.18)

The partial derivatives of brightness which are measured from a discrete set of image

brightness can be estimated by using finite differences. For instance, Horn and

Schunck proposed averaging four finite differences to estimate the derivatives as shown

in Eq. (2.19) [10].

1
E, ~] {Eijs14—Eijx+Eis1 js1k— Eip1,jxt

Eijiik+1 —Eijr1 T Eist k1 — Eiv1 jk}
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1
Ey~7 {Eivjk—EijatEisrjie—Eijriat (2.19)

Ei1jk+1 —Eijjr1 FEit jrihr1 — Ei jri g1}

1
B~ {Eijunt = Eiju+ Eiv jiont —Eig1 jat
Eiji1pr1 —Eijrik +Eipt jet o1 — Eiv1jr1k )

On the other side, Laplacians of # and v shown in Eq. (2.20) can be estimated by FIR

highpass filtering.

Viur (ﬁi,j,k - ”i,jk) (2.20)
V2 (Vi,j,k - Vi,J}k)

where ii and v are the local averages given in (2.21) [11].

1
+ B {ui—Lj—Lk F Ui 1k UL 1R T Mi+1,j—1,k}
(2.21)

_ 1

1
T (Vi1 j 1k FVie 1 jerk FViet ik Viejo 1k

If we apply the Laplacian approximation in Eq. (2.18):

E2u+EEyv = o (i —u) — E,E,
EEy+E}v= o’ (7—v) - E,E,
(2.22)
(0 + E}) u+ EcEyv = a’ii— E Et
EEyu+ (0> +E})v= o9 — E,E
If we use the Cramer rule to obtain the u and v, we will get the following solution in

Eq. (2.23)

(02 +EX+E2)u =it (0? +E2) — ExE; — ExEyv 223
(o> +E}+E})v=—EEu+ (0> +E}) v — E,E
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When an iterative solution such as Gauss Seidel is followed, the final solution will be

as shown in Eq. (2.24) [10].

E.i™ 4 E;#" 4+ E,
oa?+E2 +E;
Ei"™ +E, 7" + E,
a?+E2+E?

W) — ) |

(2.24)

) — 5(n) —E,

An instance of the solution for an optical flow method is given above. We can see from
the solution that intensity distribution is directly used to find flow vectors that minimize
the optical flow cost function. In SIFT flow, the desired matching of SIFT descriptors
should also be along the flow vectors and flow field must be smooth in the same way

as optical flow methods. The cost function of SIFT flow is shown in Eq.(2.25).

E(w) =) min(||s1 (p) —s2 (p+w(p))lly 1)+ L (Ju(p)|+[v(p)]) +
p p

Z min (o |u(p) —u(q)|,d)+min(a|v(p)—v(q)|,d)
(p.a)€e

(2.25)

where p = (x,y) is the grid coordinate of the image, w(p) = (u(p),v(p)) is the flow
vector at p, si,sp are SIFT images, € contains all the spatial neighborhoods with
respect to a four neighborhood system and ¢ and d are the thresholds of truncated
L1 norm which is preferred to deal with outliers and flow discontinuities. The first
term in the sum in Eq.(2.25) is called the data term which provides matching of the
SIFT descriptors along with the flow vector w(p); the second term is called the small
displacement term which constraints the flow vector to be as small as possible and it is
controlled by the term 7; the third and final term is called the smoothness term or the
spatial regularization term which constrains the flow vectors of the adjacent pixels to

be similar.

There are some analogies between the cost functions of Horn and Schunck optical flow
and SIFT flow algorithms. For instance, the data term is similar to the error term of
optical flow, but the grid points of SIFT images are considered rather than pixel points
of original gray level images as in optical flow. Small displacement term and the
smoothness term of SIFT flow also constrains the flow vectors and their neighbors to

be small and similar as it is in optical flow. In contrast with the optical flow equations,
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the smoothness term is decoupled in SIFT flow energy function. Thus, vertical and
horizontal flow vectors become separated that makes it more useful in message passing
in the belief propagation algorithm that will be used to optimize the SIFT flow cost
function, and the complexity of the algorithm is said to be reduced from O (L4) to
o (Lz). SIFT flow prefers the truncated L1 norms instead of L2 norm in data and
smoothness terms to deal with wrong matches and flow discontinuities which is a
general problem of algorithms that have a smoothness constraint. L2 norm is able
to deal with noise but it is not robust enough for outliers. One of the differences
between SIFT flow and optical flow is the type of the values of flow vectors. As can be
seen from the previous optimization example, optical flow provides subpixel precision.
On the other hand, SIFT flow vectors are integers. Thus, SIFT flow provides pixel
level accuracy whereas the optical flow can achieve subpixel accuracy. Moreover, flow
vectors do not have to be integer valued in real life videos. Therefore, we apply a
Gaussian low pass filtering to the flow vectors before using the vectors for further
operations. The size of the Gaussian low pass kernel is chosen small, since we would
like to avoid smoothing out the edge relationships of objects in the frames. The aim of
this low pass filtering is to make the values of the flow vectors be similar to their 3x3

neighbors and to deal with the possible quantization errors.

If we summarize the SIFT flow up to this point, SIFT flow is a discrete optical
flow method which uses SIFT descriptors in matching and constructs a dense
correspondence by looking for flow vectors for each grid point. In [8] a discrete coarse
to fine matching scheme based on belief propagation is used to find flow vectors that

minimize the cost function of SIFT flow algorithm.

2.1.3 Optimization of SIFT flow cost function

A coarse-to-fine matching scheme was preferred in [8] to avoid the computation time
drawback. In coarse to fine matching, the flow at a coarse level is estimated first. Then
the flow is propagated and refined step by step from the coarse levels to fine levels.
It was shown that the coarse to fine matching can also yield lower energies most of
the time compared to the standard matching. It was indicated that the relevance of
the coarse-to-fine matching is generally encountered in optical flow methods, too. At

each level, a dual layer loopy belief propagation algorithm is used to find optimal
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flow vectors in [8]. The energy function of the SIFT flow is formed as a Markov
Random Field (MRF). MRFs are used in inference problems of computer vision like
stereo matching, image segmenting, image reconstruction, etc. MRFs are explained
as undirected graphical models that can encode spatial dependencies. As a graphical
model, MRF has nodes, links and sometimes loops or cycles. There are observed
and hidden variables in a MRF model, too. For instance, when a stereo matching
problem is modeled as MRF, observed variables are the image intensities, and the
hidden variables which are sometimes named as labels are the disparity that is aimed
to be found [12]. In the SIFT flow case, the SIFT descriptors for grid points can be
thought as observed variables and the correspondence between points can be thought

as the labels. A general formulation based MRF is given below [13].

E(f)=YD,(f)+ Y, V(fr—1fy (2.26)

pepP (p,q)eEN

where f assigns a label f), to each pixel p € P, N are neighboring nodes, D, (f,) is
referred to as the data cost and V ( fo— fq) is the discontinuity or smoothness cost [13].
Data cost is supposed to be low for good matches. As a result, the aim is finding
a labeling that minimizes this energy function corresponds to a maximum a posteriori
estimation problem [13]. When we make an analogy between the Eq.(2.26) and (2.25),
we may see that the label f), is the flow vector, data cost is related to the data term
in Eq.(2.25) and the term V (f, — f;) is related to the third term in the Eq.(2.25).
The second term in the Eq.(2.25) is added to apply optical flow’s small displacement
assumption. The difference of the smoothness term in the energy function of SIFT flow
is that it is decoupled because of the benefits in optimization step in Eq. (2.25). There
are different kind of approaches to solve such a problem based on Markov Random

Fields in literature. The reference [8] prefers the belief propagation method.

Belief Propagation (BP) was proposed by Judea Pearl in 1982 and it is a message
passing algorithm for performing inference on graphical models. For instance, belief
propagation accomplishes to find an approximate solution for Bayesian networks and
Markov random fields based formulations [13]. BP provides an efficient solution for
inference problems by propagating local messages around neighboring nodes [14].

BP calculates marginal probabilities of hidden nodes and conditional probabilities of
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observed nodes by the iterative message passing approach. The messages are updated
at each iteration until they converge to a consensus. The consensus obtains the marginal
probabilities of all the variables. These estimated marginals are called as beliefs.
We think that the most important part of the SIFT flow algorithm which is making
a difference is its optimization scheme. Since it was assumed that the neighboring
points should have similar displacements, forming the correspondence problem as
a MRF was practical. Belief propagation is also a practical method to optimize an
energy function based on MRF. In addition, the entity used in matching is chosen as
a robust feature. As a result, we may say that SIFT flow is one of the powerful tools
for image alignment and it benefits from both the sparse and dense representations.

Reconstruction performances of SIFT and optical flow methods are shown in Fig. 2.5.

(a) Anchor frame (b) Target frame

(c) Optical flow field (d) SIFT flow field

B

(e) Optical flow reconstruction (f) SIFT flow reconstruction
Figure 2.5: Reconstruction results of SIFT flow and optical flow algorithms.
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The flow field representation in Fig. 2.5 uses the color codes to plot flow vectors.
Magnitude of the flow vectors are represented by saturation and the orientation of the
flow vectors are represented by the hue [15]. We can see from the colorful SIFT flow
field representation that SIFT flow vectors which are extracted between two frames in
Fig. 2.5 have generally similar magnitude and orientation. Therefore, a global camera
motion can be obtained from the SIFT flow representation. On the other hand, there
are more local flow changes in Horn and Schunck optical flow field. Thus, finding an

accurate global motion may not be possible.

2.2 Outlier Rejection and Parameter Estimation

2.2.1 Random sample consensus

Random Sample Consensus (RANSAC) was first proposed by Fischler and Bolles in
1981 as a new paradigm for fitting a model to experimental data. In scene analysis,
there are generally two conditions which may cause undesired results. One of them is
finding the best match. Fischler and Bolles named the first case as a classification
problem [16]. In other words, the feature points which must be consistent across
frames are classified according to a model as a best match point or not. In many
applications, it is possible to a have significant number of wrong matches after the
correspondence matching process. The second problem is finding the best values
of model parameters. Fischler and Bolles states that these two problems are not
independent [16]. Therefore, the first problem must be handled to solve the second
problem. Conventional parameter estimation methods try to optimize their cost
functions which are kinds of functional descriptions of the model by using all of
the available data. The methods like least squares are not interested in the rejection
of erroneous data. The outlier data is assumed to be smoothed by the conventional
parameter estimation methods. If feature detector obtains a feature point correctly
but it can not find its location correctly, this error is called as measurement error and
can be smoothed out. On the other hand, if the feature detector incorrectly finds a
feature point, or correspondence matching step matches wrong couples because of
condition changes, blur and moving objects in the scene, these kinds of errors have

more destructive effects and cannot be smoothed out by an averaging approach [16].
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Therefore, outlier points which are not compatible with the model must be eliminated
before the parameter estimation process. Random sample consensus method was

utilized in this thesis to handle the outliers.

2.2.1.1 RANSAC algorithm

RANSAC randomly selects the minimum number of points that are required to
estimate the model at the beginning of the algorithm. An initial model is calculated
with the minimum number of points. Then this initial model is used for finding a subset
of data points that are consistent with the model. This subset is called as the consensus
set and its points are within an error tolerance which is based on Euclidean distance.
If the size of the consensus set is larger than a predefined threshold, the final model
is calculated by using the points in the consensus set. Otherwise, we return to the
beginning of the algorithm and randomly select new points to obtain a new consensus

set. The process is repeated until reaching a predetermined number of trials.

The error function was chosen as the Euclidean distance. Therefore, RANSAC tries
to find points whose Euclidean distance between the actual points in the target frame
and the transformed points from the reference frame is less than a distance threshold.
This threshold can be determined heuristically according to the data. The maximum
number of trials and the threshold for consensus set size is calculated by considering
the number of points and the inlier probabilities. Let p be the desired probability that

we have a good final consensus set. p can be calculated as shown is Eq.(2.27).

1-(1—(1-e))N=p (2.27)

where N is the number of trials, s is the minimum number of points required for the
model, and e is the probability that a point is an outlier. Here, (1 — ¢)* is the probability
of choosing inliers for each trial of s draws. (1 — (1 — e)S)N is the probability that we
had outliers for the N trials. As a result, 1 — (1 — (1—e)*)" is the desired probability
that our samples contain inliers. If we derive N from Eq.(2.27), we obtain the

expression in Eq. (2.28).

log (1 —p)

“log(1— (1)) (2.28)
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MNoise free line Moisy line

- - T - -

(a) Original line y = 3x+2 (b) Line with zero mean Gaussian noise with 0.5
standard deviation

Estimated line

(c) Estimated line y = 3.0113x+ 1.9947
Figure 2.6: RANSAC line fitting example.
The threshold for the consensus set size or for early termination of the algorithm can

be found by the expression shown in Eq.(2.29).

T = (1 —e) (Total Numbero f DataPoints) (2.29)

We may express the term (1 —e) as a ratio of the number of inliers over the total
number of data points. Therefore, the size of the consensus set should not be less than
T. RANSAC is a practical method and it is easy to implement. A line fitting example
of RANSAC is given in Fig. 2.6. 500 points are used to constitute a line. The original

line, line with Gaussian noise and the estimated line are shown in Fig. 2.6.

RANSAC gives the inlier points that are compatible with the chosen model. Besides,
a parameter estimation method is needed to find the model parameters by using
the obtained inlier points. Least squares estimation is a common approach for
parameter estimation. If data is contaminated by outliers, least squares parameter
estimation will generally fail. Least squares estimation method can be expressed as

a smoothing process which is not robust enough to outlier points. Therefore, least
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squares estimation was utilized after the rejection of outliers with RANSAC. In the

following section, least squares estimation of affine parameters is covered.

2.2.2 Least squares estimation of affine parameters

Affine transformation with homogenous coordinates is shown in Eq. (2.30), where

Xi,y; 1s the point in the reference frame and x;, y; is the point in the target frame.

a b c X;
vil=1d e f| |y (2.30)
1 0 0 1 1

Eq. (2.30) can be expressed as shown in Eq. (2.31)

x;-:ax,-—l—by,-—irc

/ (2.31)
yi=dxi+cyi+f
Error function of least squares estimation is shown in Eq. (2.32).
/! !/ 2 ! 2
Y (x,- —ax; —byi — c) + (y,- —dxi—cyi—f ) (2.32)
i=1

The aim is finding the parameters a,b,c,d,e, f which minimizes the error function in
Eq. (2.32). Therefore, the partial derivatives with respect to each parameter are taken

and equated to zero as follows.
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If Eq. (2.33) is arranged:

Z (ax,z + bx;y; + cx,-) = ZX;Xi

Y (axiyi+by? +cyi) = Y xvi
Y (axi+byi+¢) = Y x;

Y (ax? +exiyi+ fxi) = Y vixi

Y (dxiyi+ev? + £3i) = Y vivi

Z(dxi+€yi+f)zzy;

The parameters can be solved by using the following expressions.

ok Yy Y 0 0 0 a
Yixyi Yiayi Yy 0 0 0 b
Yhoxio Yioavi Yl 0 0 0 c

0 0 0 T )cl-2 Yxiyvi L Xi d

0 0 0  Yhixyi Yo Yhoville

0 0 0 X Xy Xingl f
a (REAND Y RET I Y REY 0 0 0
b Yhoxvi Yy X vi 0 0 0
c|l | Yhx Y,y YRl 0 0 0
d|— 0 0 0 Loxr Yy Y
e 0 0 0  Yr,xyi Yy Yh,w
f 0 0 0 ZL] Xi Z?:] Yi Z?:] 1

-1

(2.34)
Z?:l x;xz
Yii Xii
i1 Xi
1y ;x,
i=1YiYi
Y1
(2.35)
" x;-xi
Yisi XiYi
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Z,:l Yy ;‘xi
Lim1 i
i1
(2.36)

The points which were used in least squares estimation are the inlier points which are

obtained by RANSAC algorithm.
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3. MOTION COMPENSATION

In the previous section, motion between adjacent frames was found as the SIFT flow
vectors, and the geometric transformation between adjacent frames was represented
as an affine transformation matrix. In the motion compensation step, frames will
be warped by using the motion model to obtain a smoother video. As it was
explained in the previous section, RANSAC and the least squares estimation were
used to find the affine transformation parameters. However, RANSAC may have
problems in eliminating some outlier points in real world videos. Therefore some
additional steps are needed to enhance the robustness of RANSAC. Moreover, there
are also some cases where matching failures are inevitable and using the whole affine
transformation matrix will not be practical. The approach utilized to obtain and

compensate problematic frame couples is explained in this section.

3.1 Background Point Selection

Although RANSAC is a practical tool for rejecting outlier points, some outlier points
especially those on moving objects may not be eliminated by RANSAC and these
points usually deteriorate the parameter estimation results. Therefore, such points
were excluded in the RANSAC step in this thesis. Moving objects generally belong to
the foreground objects of videos. On the other hand, background points are assumed
to be the points which are stationary in a video. Moreover, background points are
supposed to be affected only by the global camera motion. Therefore, using the
background points in the parameter estimation step may yield more accurate results.
By considering this assumption, the points that are in the central zone of the frames
are assumed as foreground points and are not used in the RANSAC procedure [4]. The
foreground area is determined heuristically. At this point, background points can be
assumed to be the points that are compatible with the motion model, and the foreground
points can be thought as outliers. After finding the affine model between the first two

adjacent frames by using the initial background points, other possible points that fit
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the model are searched among the set of foreground points. Since the foreground
objects may disappear in time, foreground points are tested whether they fit the model
at each step before proceeding to the next adjacent frame. In addition, the background
points are also tested in case of an incompatibility with the current model, and the
background points which do not fit the model are discarded. Then updated background
points are used in the RANSAC process for the new frame couples. The test used in
the foreground-background point determination is chosen the same as the Euclidean
distance test of RANSAC. An example of the moving object case is shown in Fig.
3.1. In Fig. 3.1, there is no camera motion so the global affine transformation matrix
should be an identity matrix. The transformation matrices obtained with and without

background point selection are given in Eq. (3.1).

(b) Frame 2
Figure 3.1: Moving object example.
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where M is the affine transformation matrix that was found without background point
selection and M), is the affine transformation that was obtained by using background
point selection. The moving object occupies a significant area in the frame in Fig.3.1.
In spite of the stationary camera, there is a serious horizontal translation component
calculated in the transformation matrix M. On the other hand, M), is a more desired
result. In conclusion, the points on the moving object tend to be outliers that RANSAC
is not able to deal with. Therefore, a background point selection is needed to deal
with these kinds of situations. In the next step, frames are warped by using the affine

transformation matrix found previously.

3.2 Warping the Frames

In the video stabilization scheme of this thesis, frames are processed as couples
through the entire video. At the beginning of the video, the SIFT flow vectors are
extracted between the first and the second frames. The affine transformation matrix
is estimated by using flow vectors, background point selection, RANSAC and least
squares parameter estimation respectively. The aim is warping the target (second)
frame in this study. Therefore, the transformation matrix is applied to the target frame
by using bilinear interpolation. In the first step, the reference frame which was the first
frame of the original video and the warped target frame which was the second frame
of the original video are the outputs as the first two frames of the stabilized video. In
the next step, the reference frame is chosen as the compensated frame found in the
previous step and the target frame becomes the third frame of the original video, and
so on. Since we are matching stabilized frames with the original frames, any errors in
the transformation matrix may accumulate through the following frames and undesired
stabilized frames may eventually result. Problematic transformation matrices may be
because of wrong matches. One of the situations which leads us to failures in the
motion estimation is blur in the frames. If frames have severe blur due to the sudden
camera motion, we may suffer from wrong matches. Since the effect of a failure in

the affine transformation matrix may be quite destructive, using a simple translational
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model can be reasonable in such blurry cases. For this reason, we need to identify the

blurry frames before applying a suitable transformation.

3.3 Detection of Motion Blur

The unintentional camera movements cause blur in video frames. This is a similar to
the blur effect on moving objects in a video. The sudden motion of an object produces
partial blurs in the frame. However, a sudden hand shake of the user or if the video is
recorded in a moving car, a bounce of the car, produces a blur that affects the entire
frame. We may figure out the severity of such unintentional movements from the
amount of the motion blur in dealing with this situation. Therefore, a criteria is used
to decide whether a frame has a severe blur. For this purpose, [17] and [18] proposed
a method based on the frame gradients to obtain a measure of the blur. The criteria is

called the blurriness index and is given in Eq. (3.2) [18].

Bi=Y (g:(pi)+8; (1)) (3.2)
Pi

where p; are the pixels of ith frame, g, and g, are the horizontal and vertical gradients.
The blurry frames have smaller blurriness indexes than less blurry or sharper frames
[17]. Thus, we are able to use this fact to decide the blurriness of frames, but the
value of the blurriness index varies depending on the amount of the blur. Therefore,
a threshold is beneficial to come up with a final decision about the blurriness decision
of frames. The aforementioned threshold is chosen as the mean of the blurriness index
values of all frames in the video. Experiments showed that frames, whose blurriness
index is less than the mean value, have a blur that can not be ignored. On the other
hand, frames, whose blurriness index is greater than the mean value, are either sharp
frames or have less blur. The noteworthy point about this step is that the purpose of
the detection of blurry frames is not removing the blur from the frames in this thesis.
The main reason of making a decision about the blur is to be able to choose a suitable
transformation matrix to warp the frames. If both adjacent frames or one of them has
a blurriness index less than the threshold, we use only the translations to compensate
for the unwanted motion. On the other hand, if both frames have low blur or are sharp,

we use the whole affine transformation matrix to warp the frames. Plots of blurriness
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index of a shaky video and a video recorded with a stable camera through frames are

shown in Fig. 3.2.
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(b) Stable video
Figure 3.2: Blurriness indexes of a shaky and a stable video.

The examples in Fig. 3.2 may differ for other videos with different conditions, but
we can see from the plots that shaky videos may have very blurry frames because
of unwanted camera movements. When there is an unwanted camera motion, the
blur in a frame increases and the blurriness index decreases. If the amount of the
jitter is slight, there will not be serious blur and the blurriness index increases again.
Therefore, a blurriness index plot for a shaky video with respect to the frames has
ups and downs. However, blurriness index values of a stable video are prone to be

smoother through frames. Since there may be condition changes and moving objects
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in videos, a constant blurriness index value for all frames of a stabilized video is not

plausible but we observe a smoother blurriness index plot as given in 3.2 (b).

3.4 Discriminating Intentional Camera Motion

In real videos, there are also intentional camera movements. The intentional camera
motion may contain pan, tilt and roll. Pan is caused by the horizontal movement
of the camera and the vertical movement of the camera gives us the tilt. This
intentional movement of the camera produces a motion that has different properties
than the unwanted motion. The unintentional shaky movements cause random high
frequency jitters, whereas the intentional camera motion generally has a smoother
and continuous characteristics. For instance, panning the camera produces a smooth
flow field with horizontal flow vectors. If we look at the affine parameters of the
frames of a panning camera with our video stabilization scheme, we see that the
horizontal translation parameter increases continuously in one direction during the
pan. If our video stabilization program did not try to discriminate the camera pan,
it would compensate this increasing horizontal motion up to a point and after that
point the translation parameter would jump back for one frame and then begin to
increase again. Therefore, we would not lose the frame totally by the increasing
translational motion compensation but an undesirable temporal discontinuity would
occur during the pan. This is an expected result, unless there is a control mechanism
to recognize the intentional motion. Discriminating the camera motion as intentional
or unintentional is not an easy task. There are no certain rules for the pan in real
videos. A conscious user can be careful about panning the camera slowly. In this case,
following the pan path by a video stabilization program will be straightforward. On
the other hand, there may be a sudden change in the subject of interest of the user
and the user may turn the camera very fast. In this case, there will be an abrupt scene
change and recognizing this fast pan will be troublesome. In this thesis, we assume
that the pan movement is smooth and consider that if the translational motion begins to
increase in one direction monotonically, we may make a decision about the existence
of the camera pan. Another complexity about pan is that some unwanted movements
may behave like pan for several frames. Therefore, the algorithm may give a false

alarm and the shaky frames are processed with the assumption of pan. We prefer to
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process the frames in groups to realize the monotonically increasing pan translations.
The size of the groups is chosen heuristically and large enough to avoid false alarms.
If we find out the pan for a group of translation parameters, we do not use the original
values of the translation parameters but we smooth them. Thus, the program does not
compensate for the intentional pan and follows this intentional camera movement as

closely as possible.

In conclusion, the video consisting of the stabilized frames is the final output of the
video stabilization method of this thesis. Stabilized videos are supposed to have

transitions as smooth as possible in this thesis.
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4. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

In the experiments, videos are recorded by a 8 mega pixel Canon PowerShot SX100
IS hand held digital video camera. The SIFT flow algorithm implementation provided
in [19] is used. The evaluation of the algorithms is performed on a PC with Intel Core
i7, 2.8 GHz CPU with 16GB of RAM. The video stabilization algorithm developed
in this thesis is run on MATLAB R2012b. The processing time to stabilize one
frame is 20.5 seconds. The proposed approach is tested with several videos. Videos
are divided into two groups as videos recorded with a stationary camera and those
recorded with a mobile camera. It is clear that a video stabilization program should
not attempt to stabilize the frames of a video recorded with a stationary camera. In
the stationary camera case, there are also two subcases in which the objects move or
are stationary. Although there is no global camera motion for the stationary camera
videos, the moving objects may confuse the algorithm and cause problems with the
video stabilization program. In other words, an affine transformation matrix different
than identity may be found due to the outlier points on the moving objects. The effect
of the moving objects in the motion parameter estimation stage depends on the size of
the objects. If the moving objects occupy a large area in the frame, their deteriorating
effect will be more significant than for small objects. In addition, even if no objects
are moving, the video stabilization program should also be robust to lighting changes.
In the mobile camera case, the video stabilization program needs to find an accurate
global camera motion. Similarly, the stabilization program is supposed to be robust to

the small or large moving objects.

4.1 Stationary Camera

As it was mentioned before, if our camera is not moving, we can not talk about any
global transformation between frames. As a result, any movement of the pixels is only
because of the local motion of objects. The video stabilization program is supposed to

ignore the movements of the objects, and there should not be any global compensation
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of the frames. Two examples are given in this section. The first video has moving
objects with various sizes; the second video has stationary objects but the lighting
changes. The mean of the global transformation matrices calculated per frame pairs in
the videos with the moving objects and with the stationary objects are given in Eq.s
(4.1),(4.2), respectively. Example frames from these videos are shown in Fig.s 4.1 and

4.2.
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Figure 4.2: Stationary camera with lighting changes.
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RANSAC parameters used in these experiments are given in Table 4.1. The distance
threshold plays a significant role. For instance, a greater distance threshold will not
be enough to eliminate some outlier points because of the moving objects. The outlier
probability may be chosen smaller. In this case, the maximum number of trials given in
Eq.(2.28) will be greater. Thereby, the processing time per frame pair will be greater.
The desired probability is generally chosen as 0.99 and the degree of freedom of the
model is the minimum number of points needed to calculate the model parameters. In
this case, our model is the 6 parameter affine transformation, so the degree of freedom
is 3.
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Table 4.1: RANSAC parameters.

Desired probability (p) 0.99
Outlier probability (e) 0.5
Degree of freedom of the model (s) 3
Euclidean distance threshold (T) 0.1

In conclusion, our video stabilization program was validated for being robust to
illumination changes and moving objects in the stationary camera case. SIFT flow

algorithm and RANSAC with background point selection provide us this robustness.

4.2 Moving Camera

In the moving camera case, the main purpose is estimating a global transformation
between frames and compensating it such that the unwanted camera movements will
be reduced. The video stabilization program of this thesis is tested by various videos
with shaky movements. One of the main causes of unwanted motion is a moving
vehicle like a car, bicycle or helicopter. Some videos recorded in moving cars, and
videos recorded by users with shaking hands are used to test the video stabilization

program. The explanations of the test videos are given below.

Carl is a video recorded in a car. Since the car is going across the Bosphorus Bridge,
there is a severe oscillatory movement in the video. Hence, Carl video is a very
challenging case for a video stabilization implementation. The video has 250 frames
with a resolution 640x480 and a frame rate of 30 fps. Example consecutive frames
of this test video and the corresponding stabilized pairs are shown under the original

frames in Fig 4.3.

Car2 is also a video recorded in a car. This case is not as challenging as the Carl
case. The car keeps tracking the same lane and the motorway is quite smooth. There is
unwanted motion because of the movement of the car and the hand shake of the user.
There are also other cars that are changing lanes in the video. We may think of the other
cars as moving objects. The video has 310 frames with a resolution 640x480 and a
frame rate 30 fps. Example consecutive frames of this test video and the corresponding

stabilized pairs are shown under the original frames in Fig 4.4.

Car3 video is also recorded in a car from the side window and has very fast pan like

motion. In this video, we see the road side and the relative motion of the objects
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(d) Stabilized framel (e) Stabilized frame2 (f) Stabilized frame3
Figure 4.3: Stabilization result of Carl.

(a) Original framel (b) Original frame2 (c) Original frame3

(d) Stabilized framel (e) Stabilized frame2 (f) Stabilized frame3
Figure 4.4: Stabilization results of Car2.
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like streetlights, buildings or other cars passing by. There is also the parallax effect
which is a common situation for roadside videos. The frames of the Car3 video has a
continuous motion, some small shaky movements, and the objects are moving very fast
during the recording. Therefore, this video is also a difficult case. Our algorithm does
not attempt to make a serious compensation in this case, and the video stabilization
program does not damage the original video with erroneous global transformations.

Original frames and the output frames of the simulation can be seen in Fig. 4.5.

(d) Stabilized framel (e) Stabilized frame2 (f) Stabilized frame3
Figure 4.5: Stabilization result of Car3.

7
i |

In the Hand shakel, the unwanted motion is due to the user’s movement and hand
shake. There are no objects in motion in the Hand shakel video. This video has also
191 frames with a resolution of 640x480 and a frame rate 30 fps. Hand shake2 has
similar properties as Hand shake . This test video is recorded by a user walking down
a corridor. Hand shake?2 video has 281 frames with a resolution of 640x480 and a frame
rate 30 fps. Example consecutive frames of Hand shakel and Hand shake2 videos and

the corresponding stabilized pairs are shown under the original frames in Fig 4.6.

Finally, Pan Camera is recorded by a user walking down the street and there is a pan
towards the end of the video. The video has 117 frames with a resolution 640x480
and a frame rate of 30 fps. Example consecutive frames of this test video and the

corresponding stabilized pairs are shown under the original frames in Fig 4.7.

The horizontal translation variations with respect to frames are also shown in Fig 4.8.
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(j) Stabilized framel (k) Stabilized frame2 (1) Stabilized frame3
Figure 4.6: Stabilization results of Hand shakel and Hand shake?.

42



(d) Stabilized framel (e) Stabilized frame2 (f) Stabilized frame3
Figure 4.7: Stabilization result of Pan Camera.

We can observe from the Fig. 4.8 (a) that the camera pan begins after approximately
the 60th frame. As it was explained in the previous section, the horizontal translation
parameter increases continuously up to a point and the compensation takes back the
frame at that point. Then, the translation begins to increase again. This sawtooth
like pattern continues during the camera pan. On the other hand, the sawtooth pattern

becomes smoother when we identify the camera pan and track it as shown in 4.8 (b).

Herein, a criterion is needed to test the accuracy of the video stabilization program.
The inter-frame transformation fidelity (ITF) measure is used to test the performance
of the video stabilization. ITF measures the temporal smoothness [2]. The expression

for ITF is given in Eq. (4.3).

1 Nframeil
ITF = —— PSNR (k
Nframe —1 kgl ( )
PSNR (k) = 10log; i 4.3)
O\ MSE (k)

1 M N 5
MSE — —— I A,
MN;J;M( 7)) —L(i,j)]

where I,,,,, is the maximum pixel intensity, M and N are the height and the width of
the images, MSE is the Mean Square Error, PSNR i1s the Peak Signal to Noise Ratio
and Nyygpe 18 the total number of frames in the video. PSNR measures the similarity

between consecutive frames. Hence, the ITF value of a shaky video is expected to
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(a) Horizontal translation variation of the original video
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(b) Horizontal translation variation of the stabilized video
Figure 4.8: Horizontal translation variations of the original and the stabilized frames
of Pan Camera video.
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increase after applying the video stabilization program. This evaluation method is
based on the fact that the difference between stabilized frame and the reference frame
should get small after motion compensation. Obviously, the difference cannot be zero
because of the pixels which belong to moving objects, and yet the difference between
adjacent frames will decrease after reducing the unwanted global camera motion. The

ITF results of the test videos are given in Table 4.2.

Table 4.2: ITF results of the proposed video stabilization scheme.

Video ITF of Input Video ITF of Stabilized Video
Carl 18.62 dB 22.18 dB
Car2 21.60 dB 25.68 dB
Car3 18.55 dB 18.55 dB
Hand shakel 19.03 dB 24.90 dB
Hand shake2 25.20dB 32.10dB
Pan Camera 17.18 dB 20.55 dB

In Table 4.2, we can see that our video stabilization program is capable of increasing
the mean PSNR of the test videos except for the Car3 test video. The PSNR variations
of frames for each test video except Car3 are also plotted in Fig 4.9. PSNR values are

generally greater in the stabilized videos.

One of the noteworthy point about the SIFT flow algorithm is that its flow vectors
may be suitable for a simple k-means clustering. When we examine the histograms
of the magnitude and the orientation of the SIFT flow vectors, we may deduce that
flow vectors can be divided into clusters. If we can reach two clusters of flow
vectors as outliers and inliers, we may use the cluster of inliers in the RANSAC
stage. However, clustering does not look reasonable for the histograms of a real life
video with affine changes. More than two clusters usually occur and the size of the
clusters are not distinctive enough to choose one of them as the cluster of inliers. Even
though we may assume that the cluster with the largest size will provide us with the
global transformation, a proper affine transformation can not be established. As a
result, k-means clustering of SIFT flow vectors is decided as inappropriate for our

implementation.

Another deduction from the experiments was about the iterative motion smoothing
scheme that is especially preferred in [2] and [17]. Iterative smoothing scheme does

not take a reference frame. For instance, if we consider a frame in the middle of the
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Figure 4.9: PSNR variations with respect to frames.
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video, iterative smoothing calculates transformation matrices between the k frames
before and after the corresponding frame. The relevant transformations are smoothed
with a Gaussian kernel whose standard deviation is obtained according to the distance
of frames to the center frame and the smoothed transformations are applied to the
applicable frame. In the video stabilization implementation of this thesis, iterative
smoothing was seen as a time consuming method with no worthwhile return. In
addition, the first and the last frames of the video cause problems in this approach,
since k is generally chosen greater then one frame in [2] and [17]. Therefore, the
compensation of the first and the last frames is not sufficient for a stabilization purpose.

Therefore, the iterative motion smoothing scheme is not used in this thesis.
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S. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

In this thesis, the flow field is estimated by a new image alignment method. SIFT
flow has similarities as well as differences with SIFT and the optical flow methods.
SIFT flow benefits from the advantages of both the dense and the sparse representation
methods. Its algorithm establishes a pixel level correspondence, and SIFT flow is said
to outperform the traditional sparse representation methods [8]. Sparse representations
are famous for their robustness to condition changes. Since SIFT flow utilizes the
SIFT descriptors in matching, the desired robustness gain is substantial. However, we
should not forget that SIFT flow does not follow all the feature extraction steps of
the traditional SIFT method. For instance, the scale space extrema detection is not
performed in SIFT flow. Nevertheless, the pixel-wise SIFT descriptors are robust to

lighting changes as indicated in the previous section.

As explained in previous sections, SIFT flow adopts the optical flow approach in its
matching scheme. Both methods have pixel-wise correspondence, similar terms in
their energy functions, and similar coarse to fine matching schemes. An important
diversity in SIFT flow is that the SIFT flow vectors establish a pixel level accuracy,
whereas the optical flow is able to provide subpixel precision. Since we get better
results with subpixel precision, low pass filtering of flow vectors is applied to cope

with this situation in this thesis.

[8] states that SIFT flow cannot take the place of optical flow methods. However,
we believe that SIFT flow is a practical tool for offline video stabilization, but it may
not be suitable for a real time video stabilization application because of the processing
time. The computational load of SIFT flow field estimation process increases with
larger matching window sizes. Therefore, the window size is chosen smaller than the

default value of the software provided in [19].

After obtaining the flow vectors, outlier points are tried to be eliminated by RANSAC
and background point selection. Motion compensation is applied to consecutive frames

using the affine motion model parameters estimated by the least squares method. The
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steps of applied motion compensation are designed to deal with error accumulation. As
a result, undesired and disturbing motion in videos is eliminated as much as possible.
Moreover, intentional pan camera motion is tried to be identified and the path of the

pan motion is tried to be followed without compensation.

For future work, outlier elimination step may be developed to reach a higher robustness
and accuracy. The blank border zones of the stabilized frames may be filled by using
motion inpainting. The blur in the original frames due to motion of the camera remains
in the stabilized video, since we are warping the original frames. In addition, the blur
in stabilized videos may become more annoying than original videos. Hence, image
deblurring may be applied to stabilized frames to produce stabilized and also enhanced
frames. The control mechanism for discriminating the intentional and unintentional
camera motion can be developed to handle the different kind of pan characteristics.
The real time video stabilization problem is another challenging task which is still

open to future improvements.
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