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Background The Childhood Lead Screening

Boston's 2016 Childhood Lead Screening Community Progress Report

Progress Report . . . N . .
There is no safe level of expo§1re to lead. ChEdren in Massachusetts Pedlatrlc phVSlClanS SErve d Crltlcal rOIe In prevenhng

continue to be exposed, and even low levels of lead may cause lasting harm, ChlldhOOd Iead exposure in their Communiﬁes The MA

such as damage to the brain, kidneys, and nervous system. State law requires

health iders t hild and t t lts. A ding t : :
EBLE i s, ey e o6 e e G e s e, Department of Public Health has developed a direct
mailing tool for physician outreach. It provides

Massachusetts (MA) enacted one of the nation’s first
Lead Laws in the 1970’s. The law requires universal
screening of children for lead poisoning multiple times
before age 3, and the removal or covering of lead paint
hazards in all homes built before 1978 where a child

Children in high-risk communities are at greatest risk for lead

under 6 lives. The Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Boston is a high-risk COMMUNILY o e e B e o community-specific indicators of childhood lead
" 1 - Poisoning Prevention Program assesses a community’s risk level . . . .
Program (CLPPP) offers education, environmental ol : y screening and exposure, highlighting areas of needed
Inspections, and community health worker services. MA How many children in Boston have ele\{’ated Are all children in Boston screened for lead? improvement in physician Screening, fO”OW‘Up, and
. t h ) h d th I f | d blood levels compared to the state?
Screenlng rates are Ig an € preva ence ot led A childhood blood lead level 25 pg/dL indicates the Screening is the only way to know if a child has been prevenl‘IOn The prOgFESS report fOCUSES on awareness
p0|son | ng has been Stead | Iy decreaS| ng S| nce 2000 child’s exposure is higher than 97.5% of children exposed to lead. All blood lead results must be
. natior:ja.\lly :mtjhth?‘,t ttt1e d}ild [I)S in neeéj oi inlter\:jention reported to the state health department. Of the CDC FEfe rence IEVEI Of 5 ug/d I_ an d th e d a nge I'S Of
according to the Centers for Disease Control an
Prevention (CDC). Screening Rate - 1 1CI I
Lead Screening Rate in MA g : low-level lead exposure, educating physicians on their
Children 9-47 months Percentage of Children with First-Time Blood Lea role in preventing lead exposure by screening all
80.0% Levels >5 pg/dL L . . . .
5.0 S children, following proper blood lead testing practices,
78.0% m L~ and educating parents on available resources.
76.0% \/\ — —
10.0% -0 What portion of Boston’s housing may have lead O UtreaCh G O4d IS
paint hazards?
72.0% 0.0 Lead-containing paint was banned in 1978. Prior to I ncrease p hVS|C|a N dawadreness Of
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 that year, many household paints contained
M Boston | IR dangerous levels of lead. The number of homes built ® CDC rEfe rence vd I ue an d th e d ad nge IS Of IOW-IEVEI
70.0% before 1978 is a contributing factor to a community’s
rate of elevated blood lead levels. Ie a d expos ure
68.0% . For information about blood lead testing, Massachusetts Percentage of Homes Built Before 1978 ¢ H |gh r|S k commun |ty Statu S
leaq poi§oning prevention regulations, and annual and (American Community Survey 2011-2015 estimates) o , i . .
66.0% high-risk data reports, visit mass.gov/dph/ clppp. * Physicians’ role in preventing exposure by educating
2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 To access screening data, results at the census tract
level, and inspection data’ by address, visit mass.gov/ pa e ntS

dph/matracking.

Lead Screening Rate by Community

* Limitations of capillary blood lead tests and methods

Children 9-47 months For information about lead in drinking water, visit . . .
Calendar Year 2015 mass.gov/ dph/lead-sources. Soston P to improve test reliability
N v B Basemap For medical information and advice on protecting

children from environmental hazards, visit

— -:" ‘ www.pehsu.net.
: /i. E.‘!;..; - — Performance measures:
iy .
7 - < - * |ncrease screening rates
"?-'.,I" e P Call the Massachusetts Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program at 1-800-532-9571 .
iy Y, e o * Increase adherence to the screening schedule
(N fk ' . * Increase the use of initial venous tests
o g * |ncrease venous confirmation testing for children
Hartford 180 - 100 . « e, .
g " ~ Windham Not . : . . . >
e Your role in protecting children from lead with an in 'Eal cd polll lary te:tbcrf ::ISI ugo/l ‘? L | p
Wf'terb.l!_?v W by . . > 5 L
DI ¢ , fdt) & Even though initial symptoms may not be obvious, the effects of elevated blood lead levels can be ’ Decrease the incidence o 00 €d evels 2 “‘g
i 2 G el o eadart profound. The health outcomes of lead exposure can include slowed growth and development,
S = 20 learning difficulties, damage to hearing and speech, and behavior problems.
Prevalence of Estimated Confirmed Blood Lead Levels 25 pg/dL in Massachusetts 1. Ensure children are screened for lead. :;i&lvava:/fn%c:jr;firergt.capillary tests 25 pg/dL Eva I uatlo n
Children between 9-47 months Any child can be exposed to lead, regardless of The roeress report wi ” be ma ||ed ann ” I I
: : ’ : : n , children in Boston did no ud to Ed Iatrlc
come,backgraund o nefgttiod Al cidren o o o o J P
9.0% . aCh;lc;rear:tr;:u;t?’bea rs};rzegiendalie;cv?‘e‘r}&- |1 é n;i(\)/r;t?;,aat U \l;(:;\c/);;tgg;usisr\fir:;i?e;rgsiccje:jag the phySICIE? NS IN MA A q Uud nhtahve. d nd q ua I |tatlve
8.0% - iahrisk community. oo Y i Sildices St el e evaluation will be completed using a random sample of
0 ' children may not receive these services ° e .
0% e ol e o e physicians to assess knowledge and behavior before and
o0% 5.1% Capillary tests are prone to 4. Educate parents on lead hazards and after FECEiVing the Progress repo rt. The evaluation will
5.0% — 1.4% contamination. Venous tests are deleading resources. . .« .
4.0% — 35% ?é\évg%srﬁeoggler?g\t,g:yczn?ua et A Children in Massachusetts are primarily exposed to d ISO SEEk recom mendathnS from phySICIa ns fOr fUtU re
' 2.8% 2.6% ol swEh alene wil? notry ' lead through lead paint in older homes. Unsafe home « ey
3.0% 7 % ) decontaminate a child's hand. Alwavs renovations are a common cause of childhood lead OUtreaCh activities.
0 - 2% 2.1% 5 0% wash the child's hand with SOE.:I andy exposure. To protect children, the Massachusetts lead
2.0% water first P law requires all homes with children under 6 to be de-
1.0% — - ' leaded.
Contact and Resources
0.0% ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ :
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2. Report complete demographic data. . .
Data such as race and ethnicity enable the Childhood Low interest or 0% loans and grants are available for M d rlya - F 1S h bevn @ State .MJa.us
Le?d Poliiom.ng Plret\'/entit(?]n frogrél‘crjnbto ic::.etn;fify deleading homes. For more information, read about the
° vulnerable poputlations that wou enetit Trom "Ge e Lead Out" program at masshousing.com.
A PUbIIC Health NQEd targeted ou[irgach and prevention activities. oet the Lead Out proe t : : A th C t I_ d P R t th
ccess e L.ommunity Led rogress heport on e
Despite these successes, there is wide variation in Sources of L:ad\ CLPPP Website: www.mass.gov/dph/clppp
screening and prevalence rates at the community level, Home ! .
. ., . tions =, | ted
with some communities showing a need for a more S omse vt \‘,C'SEEL;e Environmental Public Health Tracking Website:
. . . . o and spices
targeted approach. In addition, recent scientific o www.mass.gov/dph/matracking
. hips
evidence has demonstrated the harmful effects of long- / %
term low-level lead exposure, including damage to & od ? *Educational Services for Children Affected by Lead Expert Panel. Education
: . , paint k ;:_"-;_-_', interventions for children affected by lead. Atlanta: U.S. Department of Health and
overall intellectual ability, speech and language, hearing, - . R o onc Human Services: 2015.
visual-spatial skills, attention, executive functions, social Eollladidc: chilcren’s jeveelry
behavior, and fine and gross motor skills*.
A Lead Pipes
There is no safe level of lead exposure and lead remains Call the Massachusetts Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program at 1-800-532-9571

a significant health risk for children in Massachusetts.
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