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About the cover

“Woden Waiting”
John Cattapan
1992-93

oil on linen

195 x 330 cms

“Woden Waiting” is part of a cycle of works that has
developed from my obsession with urban identity and
its attendant darker side. The paining was done in
1992 while I was living in Canberra, a constructed
capital city that has been superimposed on the
Australian bush. Canberra as a protected vision of
planned, dense, urban containment was overtaken
earlier this century by the automobile. Cars and flawless
highways became important signs of expansion. And
so the Woden Valley is one of a number of inter-
connected satellite suburbs. The office buildings,
shopping malls, and perfect rows of tiered car parks
present themselves as competition to the rich spec-
tacle of the surrounding Brindabella Mountains.

“Woden Waiting” is, in essence, a commentary on
the effects of a pristine, ordered, but alienating envi-
ronment on its inhabitants. One thing that everyone
who lives in Canberra feels is the horror vaccui of so
much open unattended, manicured space—Can-berra
has the largest green acreage perperson of any
Australian capital city. The notion of a“chance
encounter therefore is improbable.

The image of an accident in Woden Waiting” stands
first as a metaphor for a desire for the unexpected—
literally a chance encounter. Second, the accident
scene represents the idea of disruption or indeed
derangement—the surreal urban disaster of the
foreground takes place as a disembodied, nocturnal
vision.

Drifting across the surface are cryptic hieroglyphic-
like markings. They stand for an unseen, spontaneous
“atmosphere” of information—a kind of automatic
transmission. Blown up from doodles, the markings
are, like the narrative of the painting, a stage inter-
vention that reinforces the desire for “something
(anything) to happen.”

John Cattapan
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- m, The Publigation of tha\ssociation twice a year, publication. Trying to think of a way to tie this fact in
'ﬁ‘ustra ian ésterary on and December.” ~ the “Editor’s Notes,” I decided to take a sentimental
~ ntipodes is published in journey back to March 1987, the date of Volume 1-

cooperation with the er 1 of Antipodes. I : :
podes. It had been a long time since
Bdward A, Clark Center for Australian Studies at themwed at the Inaugural Issue, and I feared that I

Ransom Center—University of Texas at Austin. 5 .
* Essays on any aspect of Australian literature and/or might shudder with embarrassment. Much to my
culturé are invited; comparative studies are especiallysurprise it didn’t look all that different from the
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publications. ¢ All material is subject to editin%to con¥oriers have published in subsequent issues of the
with Antipodes style. * The Editors and Publishers ofjournal and some have been the subjects of essays.
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* ISBN 0893-5580+© 1996 Antipodes. Bennett compared Willa Cather and Henry Handel
e Richardson. All three of these essayists are still active
t — . . . .
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o ) o course, it didn’t receive a prize. One of the judges
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Jack Healy, Brian Kiernan, Horst Priessnifz, Robert %OS%, Tk LC il . E%waf%? A Clark Center
Ray Willbanks. tsHallak s ounci for Austrahan Studies

\
"\

8iely produced,” then adding that “it would be

ANTIPODES + 3



	Antipodes
	1996

	Front Matter
	Antipodes Editors
	Recommended Citation



