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FACTS ABOUT THE RESURRECTION
(Delivered at Cornell Ave., Chicago, Ill.,, Nov. 7, 1937.)

As far as I know there is no religion that teaches
the resurrection of the body save the Christian religion;
but all religions teach the existence of the soul after death.

According to the Bible there are some that escape
the grave. Enoch and Elijah were taken directly to
heaven. At the coming of the Lord the saints then living
will be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
and meet the Lord together with the righteous who are
raised from the grave,

Lazarus, the widow’s son, some others, and those
that came forth from the grave at the resurrection of Jesus
were brought back to their natural lives. It seems these
will be raised again to their eternal destinies at the
coming of Christ.

This brings us to the consideration of the final resur-
rection. There are some scriptures, in reference to this
resurrection, which mention the resurrection of the
righteous only. In I. Thess. 4:16-17 Paul says, ‘‘For the
Lord himself shall descend from heaven, with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God;
and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we that are
alive, that are left, shall together with them be caught up
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we
ever be with the Lord.”” Neither in this quotation nor in
tha entire paragraph is there any reference made to the

wrrection of the wicked. A distinetion is being made here
between the dead in Christ who will be raised from the
grave, and the living in Christ who will be changed.
(There are other passages, however, which show beyond
question that at this time the wicked will also be raised.)
Also, in the entire fifteenth chapter of I. Corinthians no
reference is made to the resurrection of the wicked. As in
I. Thess. 4:16-17 Paul has in mind only the righteous.
And the righteous, he says, will be raised at the ‘‘last
trump.’’ If the righteous are to be raised at the ‘‘last
trump’’ (I. Cor. 15:52) this could hardly mean more than
a thousand years before the last trump.
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Jer. 18:1-23. (3) As hopeless as a broken bottle that
could not be mended. Jer. 19:1-15. (4) Like a forsaken
vineyard that had brought forth wild grapes, ‘‘My well
beloved had a vineyard’] in a very fruitful hill: and he
digged it and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted
it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst
of it, and also hewed out a winepress therein: and he
looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought
forth wild grapes.

And now will T tell you what I will do to my vine-
yard: I will take away the hedge thereof and it shall be
eaten up; I will break down the wall thereof, and it shall
be trodden down: I will lay it waste; it shall not be
pruned nor hoed; but there shall come up briars and
thorns: T will also command the clouds that they rain no
rain upon it. For the vineyard of Jehovah of hosts is the
house of Israel, and the house of Judah his pleasant plant:
and he looked for justice, but, behold oppression; for
righteousness, but, behold a ery.”” Isa. 5:1-7.

All these illustrations go to show that Israel as a
nation was doomed. The last illustration in particular is
very striking; the hedge of God’s special protection was
to be taken away and the vineyard eaten up, the wall
to be broken down and the vineyard trodden under foot;
no rain was to fall upon it. This took place in the year
70 A.D. from which time national Israel met her eternal
. doom.

In Matt. 21:33-45 Jesus uses the same parable against
the representatives of the nation and they saw it, offering
a strong protest. But before they saw its application
Jesus caused them to pronounce their own doom when
they said, ‘‘He will miserably destroy those miserable
men, and will let out the vineyard to other husband-
men, who shall render him the fruits in their season.”’
Having led them to commit themselves on the parable,
Jesus then in plain words said to them, ‘‘Therefore say
I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken away
from you, and shall be given to a nation bringing forth the
fruits thereof.’? ‘‘The kingdom of God’’ refers to the
kingdom of the new covenant and that, since they were
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his hand, stepped out and held his stick in front of me.
‘“Whose man are you’’? he demanded. After some hesita-
tion, T replied, “‘I'm God’s man.”” As I walked on I
reflected on my answer, wondering if I was worthy. But
we ought so to live that all these names would be fitting
and that we would not feel ashamed to use them. He
that glorieth in these names ean unblushingly present them
to the non-Christian world as a reason for his hope.

In the second place there are those who say that the
eternal decrees of God are such that the number of the
elect are so fixed that they can neither be increased nor
diminished; that those that are to be saved will be
saved and those to be lost will be lost, and nothing man
can do can change it. If T believed this I could not trouble
myself about taking the gospel to those who have never
heard, for if they are of the elect they will be saved
anyway, and if they are not, nothing I can do can save
them. But the churches of Christ believe that the non-
elect are whosoever won’t; while the elect are ‘‘whoso-
ever will.”” We believe that the gospel is the power of
God unto salvation, and that it hath pleased God by the
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. In
this view of it we are again especially obligated to go into
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.

A third reason that obligates us above others is that
some believe that in the end all will be saved whether
they hear or not. They say it is better to believe and
live a holy life now; but even though one does not, after
God has meted out to such the needed amount of punish-
ment, they will then be admitted to the land of bliss.
If this were true I think T would be selfish enough to let
them suffer their punishment before being acquitted. But
the Bible, as we believe and teach it, is squarely against
this teaching. Only the obedient will be saved while the
disobedient will be lost. If only the obedient, then, will
be saved, we who believe this are obligated above those
who think that somehow all will be finnally saved whether
they believe or not.

Many believe and teach that apart from the preach-
ing of the word of God people are saved by the direct
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work of the Holy Spirit on the hearts of the unsaved.
We believe and teach that people are saved by hearing
the gospel, and that the Spirit, so far as we know, works
only through the Word in saving people. And since the
proclamation of the gospel is solely in the hands of human
beings, we are under special obligation above others; for
if the Spirit of God can and does work on the hearts of
people to save and to sanctify them by means of prayer,
as some believe, then they are more to be excused for
staying at home than we. Strange to say, however, that
such people, in their missionary activities, are ahead of
us. They live above their doctrine; we fall below ours.
My final reason for saying that we are obligated
above others is that we still claim to believe the Bible—
all of it. When I went to Japan almost half a century
ago, some of the Protestant missionaries were already on
the ground. Naturally we exchanged views in regard
to what each believed. We found that we differed on
several things; but in those days our final appeal was to
the Bible. We might differ as to what it meant, but we
did not differ that it was a finality in all matters of
difference. It is not so now. The Bible, with many, is
no longer and end of all controversy, no longer a final
appeal. Many who go as missionaries go without a
message. What are called our higher institutions of learn-
ing have robbed them of their message. They are like the
delivery boy who was asked to deliver some packages.
He was urged to go quick. It
the packages in the basket,
basket was empty. Many go t
They content themselves by
gospel—a social gospel. A 1
gospel are a part of the mess
people employed to preach a
We still believe and teach th
future are the real things w
things that are seen, the ma
duration. This being true we
others to hasten to the lost wi
Let the following lines be the
heart:
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out of Zion shall go forth the Law, and the word of
the Lord from Jerusalem.”” These two expressions mean
the same thing. Referring to Pentecost Jesus said to the
disciples, ‘‘But ye shall receive power when the Holy
Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses both
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and unto the
uttermost parts of the earth.”” Aects 1:8. Again, on the
resurrection day at even when the eleven and others were
gathered together, Jesus appeared in their midst and said,
“‘Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer, and
rise again from the dead the third day; and that repent-
ance and remission of sins should be preached in his name
among all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.’’” Luke
21:46, 47. It was to begin in Jerusalem, then, and after
the Holy Spirit had come upon them. This fixes both the
time and place for Isaiah’s Golden Age to begin.

Has sueh a time ever come upon this earth? Not to
the full. But the only reason why it has not, is because man
has not been willing to have it so. God has done all
he ever will or ecan do to bring about such a condition
among men that war shall cease and all be subject to the
Prince of Peace. But he has never forced man to be
obedient, and, judging the future by the past, he never
will. He has always gone on the principle, ‘‘If ye be
willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:
but if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the
sword.”” Isa. 1:19, 20. 1t should be noted, too, that even
those who claim that there will be a personal reign of
Christ on earth for a thousand years after his coming,
admit that there will be sinners during that time and
they will greatly increase at the end. That there are
sinners now, herefore, is no more objection to the reign
of peace being with us now than that it will be at some
future time.

‘We must keep in mind that Isaiah and the other
prophets were picturing an ideal state, what would be if
all would accept it and live up to it. The ideal has
always been kept before man; but man has never reached
it. This is not to mock us, but to encourage us. In spite
of our weaknesses, we would not be pleased with any-
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