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tive church, except in part. If all that any of them have
retained from Catholicism were eliminated, there would
not be enough left to prevent the disintegration of the
denomination. Why should a man be regarded as fanati-
cal and narrow-minded, or have it proclaimed that he
teaches that heaven is only large enough for him and his,
because he simply has intelligence enough to submit that
none of these is the Christianity of the apostolic age, ex-
cept in part? That all denominations, of whatever char-
acter or name, teach some truth, and that some of them
teach much truth, is very readily and candidly admitted.
We are happy to concur with any of them as far as they
teach the doctrine of the apostles.

The true, primitive, and apostolic church of Christ, as
we have already shown, was established in Jerusalem in
the year A.D. 33. Authentic historians, in giving the
birthplace and the date of the birth of the various denomi-
nations, as well as the names of the persons connected
with the establishment of each, record the fact that the
Episcopal Church began in the year 1521 A.D., and that it
originated in the refusal of the Pope to grant a divorce
to King Henry in order that he might put away his wife
and marry Ann Boleyn. Neither the institution itself,
nor its name, nor its doctrine, existed before this time;
and as the church of Christ had been in existence nearly
fifteen centuries before Episcopalianism was established,
and as it was established in London instead of Jerusalem,
it does not require much of a scholar to see that Episco-
palianism and Christianity are two separate and distinet
things., Presbyterianism began in the year 1537 A.D.;
Methodism, in the year 1729 A.D. Before the days of
John Calvin and John Wesley there were no Presbyte-
rians nor Methodists. The Baptist Church was estab-
lished in the year 1607 A.D.; and although immersion
was the universal practice of the entire religious world
until the thirteenth century, the present, modern Baptist
denomination had no existence before that time.

If space permitted, we could, from the page of authen-
tic history, give the birthplace, date of origin, the creed,
and the names of the founders of each one in the long
catalogue of religious sects. None of them began in
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apostles upon the New Testament church, EITHER IN
EXPRESS TERMS OR BY APPROVED PRECEDENT.”
Is it either candid or honorable to quote little garbled ex-
tracts from here and there and to seek to hide or pervert
their meaning?

But Mr. Grime, perverting and twisting these garhled
quotations, triumphantly says: “ Now, if Alexander Camp-
bell and David Lipscomb are to be believed, we know the
beginning of the much-boasted ‘ church of Christ.’” What
a statement! It would not be worthy of serious attention
but for a defenseless and uninformed publie.

The quotations from the “ Memoirs of A. Campbell ”
have reference to their efforts to abandon human creeds
and human denominations and to preach and practice only
a “Thus saith the Lord.” When Mr. Grime says that
“Alexander Campbell, his wife, his father and mother,
with one sister and two others, were immersed by Matthias
Luse, a Baptist minister, but without church authority,”
why does he not honestly and candidly give the rest of it
and tell why they rejected the “ church authority ” of the
Raptist Church? Having, after much study and examina-
tion, reached the conclusion that infant sprinkling is un-
authorized in the Scriptures, and that, therefore, he had
not obeyed the command of Jesus Christ that all believers
in him be immersed, he promised to let his father know
the time and place he would be baptized. We quote from
Prother Campbell:

Immediately I went in quest of an administrator, of
one who practiced what he preached. I spent the next
evening with Elder Luse. During the evening I an-
nounced my errand. He heard me with pleasure. Having
on a former occasion heard him preach, but not on that
subject, I asked him, into what formula of faith he im-
mersed. His answer was that the Baptist Church
required candidates to appear before it, and on a narra-
tion of their experience, approved by the church, a time
and place were appointed for the baptism.

To this T immediately demurred, saying that I knew no
Scriptural authority for bringing a candidate for bap-
tism before the church to be examined, judged, and ap-
proved by it, as prerequisite to his baptism. To which he

simply responded: “It is the Baptist custom.” But was
it, said I, the apostolic custom? He did not contend
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After all, we have gained nothing. Other passages there
are which cannot be explained away. Thus our Savior
said, just before he ascended the heavens: He that be-
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved. We shall hardly
dare to tamper with his royal word and make it run,
He that believeth and is saved shall be baptized. And
unless we do thus change his saying, we have, by the
highest authority, an importance attributed to Baptism
certainly not less than that given to it in Acts 2: 38,
translated according to its obvious meaning. What, then,
is the advantage of violently torturing eis, the construc-
tion and the context?

This, from a great Baptist, should be given careful
attention by all our Baptist friends.

Alvah Hovey, Baptist, President of Newton Theological
Institution, Newton Center, Mass,, also Professor of
Theology in the same institution, editor of “An American
Ccmmentary on the New Testament,” in which series he
wrote the “ Commentary on John,” says:

Repent and be baptized every ome of you in [or, uponl
the name of Jesus Christ, unio the remission lor, for-
gtveness] of your sins. (Acts 2: 388, Revised Version.)
Here repentance and baptism are represented as leading

to the forgiveness of sins. (“ Commentary on John,”
Appendix, page 420.)

On the same page he says:

fBz_w.ptism involves the idea of prayer for the forgiveness
of sins.

On the next page he says:

Baptism, therefore, saves, because it stands for and
means genuine reliance, for the first time, upon the mercy
of God in Christ, and, indeed, an earnest request for
pardon; it expresses the act of the soul in turning to
God, committing itself to God, and seeking his grace.

Horatio B. Hackett, Baptist, Professor of Biblical Lit-
erature and New Testament Exegesis, Rochester Theo-
logical Seminary, one of the greatest scholars in the
history of the Baptist Church, whose * Commentary on
Acts ” is confessedly the finest commentary on that book
ever published by a Baptist, on Acts 2: 38, says:

Eis aphesin hamartion, in order to the forgiveness of
sins (Matt. 26: 28; Luke 3: 3), we connect naturally with

both the preceding verbs. This clause states the motive
or object which should induce them to repent and be

43






heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded
the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into
the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized
him. And when they were come up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch
saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.”
(Verses 35-39.) The point at which “he went on his
way rejoicing ” is the point at which he was saved.

“Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came
trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, and
brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be
saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” (Acts 16:
29-31.) Many, with a human denomination to defend, and
a human, unscriptural doctrine to propagate, stop reading
right here with this verse. It seems awful and horrible
to think thatl men will deal falsely with the word of God.
The rest of the passage says: “And they spake unto him
the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house.
And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed
their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straight-
way. And when he had brought them into his house, he
set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with
all his house.” (Verses 32-34.) The point at which they
rejoiced is the point at which they were sqved. Any man
who is saved will instantly rejoice. Not until they ren-
dered obedience were they saved and did they rejoice.
“ He became unto all them that obey him the author of
eternal salvation.” (Heb. 5: 9.)

Ananias, a gospel preacher, said to the believing, peni-
tent, praying Saul of Tarsus: “And now why tarriest
thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord.” (Acts 22: 16.)

Hackett, great Baptist scholar and commentator, above
referred to, commenting on this verse, says:

And wash, [bathel away thy sins. This clause states a
result of the baptism in language derived from the nature
of that ordinance. It answers to for the remission of
gsing in 2: 38—i. e, submit to the rite in order to be

forgiven. In both passages baptism is represented as
bearing this importance or efficacy, because it is the sign
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But those who repudiate the word of God and who
refuse to preach the gospel as the apostles preached it,
unable to meet the argument, endeavor to shroud the new
birth in mystery. In so doing, no one can ever be certain
whether he is born again or not. This doubt and uncer-
tainty is expressed in these words: “ Sometimes 1 feel 1
am a child of God, and sometimes I fear I am not.”
Jesus found fault with Nicodemus because he did not
understand the new birth. He will find fault with us
to-day if we do not understand so simple a thing. Jesus
explained: “ The wind bloweth where it will, and thou
hearest the voice thereof, but knowest not whence it
cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is
born of the Spirit.” (John 3: 8.) He who “is born of
the Spirit” is born of Him by hearing—not by seeing,
feeling, tasting, or smelling, but by hearing. A man
cannot tell whence the wind comes nor whither it
goes, but he can hear it. No man can tell whence the
Spirit comes or whither he goes, but he can hear him,
and by hearing him faith is produced in his heart, and
thus he is born of God, or born of the Spirit.

But as Mr. Grime so vehemently and violently declares
that the new birth has no reference whatever to baptism,
and as he says, on page 8, “To make John 3: 5 mean
baptism is arbitrary and without divine warrant,” I call
attention to what the greatest scholars of his own church
say about it. Dr. Alvah Hovey, Baptist, president of
Newton Theological Institution, Newton Center, Mass.,
and Professor of Theology in the same institution, also
editor of “An American Commentary on the New Testa-
ment,” in which series he wrote the “ Commentary on
John,” and who was one of the greatest men in the Bap-
tist Church, said:

We may say that being “born of water” (baptized)
must signify being cleansed from sins or forgiven; while
being “ born of the Spirit " cannot signify less than being
ingenerated, if we may use the word, with a new and
holy principle of life by the Spirit of God. It is not,
therefore, surprising that Jesus alludes to baptism in
the briefest manner, while he dwells with special empha-

sis upon the work of the Spirit.” (“ Commentary on
John,” Appendix, page 422,)
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Archibald McLean, English Baptist, “founder of the
Baptist congregations in Scotland,” says:

If we consult the word of God, we shall find that this
divine ordinance is intended to be a sign of regeneration,
or that the person baptized is born of the Spirit. Jesus
says to Nicodemus: “Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God.” Water here undoubtedly represents baptism, for
it is distinguished from the Spirit; so that to be born of
wate;r is to be baptized.” (Works, Volume L., pages 130,
131.

James W. Willmarth, Baptist, member of the Board of
the American Baptist Publication Society and chairman
of its Committee on Publication, on “ Baptism and Re-
mission,” in the “ Baptist Quarterly,” page 309, says:

Christ himself, in his early Judean ministry, “ made
and baptized disciples.” His preaching at the outset was
of similar purport with that of John. It is natural to
suppose that his baptism (in connection with repentance
and faith) was, like John’s, in order to remission. We
are confirmed in this by our Savior’s words to Nicodemus,
who came to him during that early period to learn more
fully, no doubt, of the kingdom which Christ and John
were preaching. Christ said to him: Except a man be
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God—i. e., Baptism and Renewal by the Spirit
are the conditions of true citizenship in the kingdom of
God on earth. Unquestionably Remission was one of the
blessings of that kingdom.

We now give a quotation from a great Baptist on the
importance of obeying the command of Christ to be bap-
tized. We especially invite the attention of our Baptist
friends to it. Dr. William Norton, highly eulogized as
one of the greatest of Baptists, English correspondent of
The Baptist, a weekly paper of which J. B. Moody was
editor, says:

Can you deny, without doing violence to Mark 16: 16,
that a true profession of trust in Christ by being im-
mersed is one of the things on which the promise of salva-
tion is there made to depend? So that he who does not
obey as well as trust cannot say that that promise applies
tohim? Can you deny that the command in Acts 2: 38, to
be immersed “for the pardoen of sins,” that obedience to
that command, if it springs from repentance and faith,
receives from God the assurance that sins are forgiven?
Can you say that the words, “be immersed and wash
away thy sins,” can possibly mean less than that readi-
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(Acts 26: 20.) *“Repent ye therefore, and turn again,
that your sins may be blotted out, that so there may come
seasons of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.”
(Acts 8: 19.) This shows that when a man believes and
repents he is not yet pardoned, but that after believing
and repenting he must “turn to God” in order to be
forgiven and saved. The turning act is baptism.

The faith that God accepts is the faith that trustingly
obeys what God commands. No man has the faith that
saves who refuses obedience. “And why call ye me,
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” (Luke
6: 46.) “If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments.”
(John 14: 15.) “If a man love me, he will keep my
word.” (Verse 23.) When the Scriptures refer to the
disciples as believers, they carry with it the idea or under-
standing that their faith manifests itself in the overt acts
of obedience. Those who believed and would not confess
for fear of being put out of the synagogue were not
classed with the believers. “And all that believed were
together, and had all things common.” (Acts 2: 44.)
These believers had obeyed Peter’s command to “ repent
ye, and be baptized ” (verse 38), and were afterwards
engaged in continuing “ steadfastly in the apostles’ teach-
ing and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the
prayers” (verse 42). Had they not so done, they would
not have been numbered with the believers.

God has never blessed or saved men, in any age or
under any dispensation, before testing their faith. The
test is in obedience to the commandments of God. Com-
mands of a moral nature relate to things that are in-
herently right, right within themselves, always were right
under every dispensation, always will be right, and re-
quire things to be done, or not to be done, because in the
nature of things such is right. The laws commanding
good morals and forbidding idolatry, fornication, adultery,
stealing, murdering, lying, etc., always have been and
always will be naturally right. All can see the good in,
and the reason for, commandments of such a nature.
Such commandments are approved and indorsed by men
who reject Christ and who do not believe in God.
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It prevents men from getting into the church who do not
have the faith to take God at his word. It sifts the wheat
from the chaff, separates the dross from the pure gold.

Many make loud protestations of love for God; they
cry, “ Lord, Lord;” they are extremely active and zealous
in religious circles, and “ compass sea and land to make
one proselyte;” but the test shows that they do not
have the faith to forget their own will and pleasure and
to seek only and wholly to do the will of God. They are
aware that God actually commands all penitent believers
in Jesus to “ be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins;” but as
such does not meet their pleasure, and as they have not
the faith to do a thing simply because God commands it
and to please God, they refuse to so do, repudiate the
authority of God as the only rightful Lawgiver and
Ruler, and claim that the command of God is nonessential
and unnecessary. Will God admit through the gates into
the city those who do not respect his authority and who
repudiate his government? Mr. Grime and our denomi-
national friends had better think about this before it is
too late for them.

CHAPTER VII.
THE Lorp’s-DAay MEETING.

In advertising that he has “had a standing offer for
years, and it still stands, to give one hundred dollars re-
ward to any one who would show in the Bible where the
Lord’s Supper was ever taken on any first day of the
week, or ever commanded to be,” Mr. Grime appoints
himself as both judge and jury. If he would put his
hundred dollars in the hands of two or three disinter-
ested and unbiased men and allow them, instead of him-
self, to pass upon the evidence, his offer could be taken
seriously, though in making such a money offer for any
one to show him a passage of Scripture he shows himself
to be worldly-minded. We cannot approve of such offers.
“ But Peter said unto him, Thy silver perish with thee,
because thou hast thought to obtain the gift of God with
money.” (Acts 8: 20.)
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“And on the seventh day God finished the work which
he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all
his work which he had made. And God blessed the
seventh day, and hallowed it; because that in it he rested
from all his work which God had created and made.”
(Gen, 2: 2, 8.) The weekly Sabbath commemorated the
firishing of creation. Both the text and context make it
impossible to think it otherwise than weekly, or every
Sabbath,

“ Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.,” (Ex.
20: 8.) One man probably thought it did not mean
every Sabbath, so went out to gather sticks. Having
observed one Sabbath, he might take a little privilege on
this one. He was stoned to death.

Under the Mosaic dispensation, in which the * ordi-
nances of divine service, and its sanctuary,” were “a
copy and shadow of the heavenly things” under the
Christian dispensation, all the commemorative insitutions
had a fixed order and a fixed time for their observance.
The Passover, the Pentecost, the Feast of Tabernacles,
the Feast of Purim, all had stated times to be observed.
The time of their observance was not left to convenience,
but was a fixed and stated time, legislated upon by God
and designated in the law of God.

oo &

“And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed
it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said,
Take, eat; this is my body. And he took the cup, and
gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of
it; for this is my blood of the new testament, which is
shed for many for the remission of sins. But I say unto
you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine,
until that day when I drink it new with you in my
Father’s kingdom. And when they had sung a hymn,
they went out into the mount of Olives.” (Matt. 26: 30.)
An account of Jesus’ instituting the Supper is also given
in Mark 14: 22-26; Luke 22: 14-20.

Beginning with the day of Pentecost, the apostles were
guided by the Holy Spirit in observing the Supper upon
the resurrection day of Jesus, or upon the first day of the
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