California State University, San Bernardino

CSUSB ScholarWorks

Theses Digitization Project John M. Pfau Library

1993

Images of ethnicity in pornography

Robin Rhodes Campbell

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/etd-project

b Part of the Gender and Sexuality Commons

Recommended Citation

Campbell, Robin Rhodes, "Images of ethnicity in pornography" (1993). Theses Digitization Project. 695.
https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/etd-project/695

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the John M. Pfau Library at CSUSB ScholarWorks. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Theses Digitization Project by an authorized administrator of CSUSB ScholarWorks.
For more information, please contact scholarworks@csusb.edu.


https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/
https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/etd-project
https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/library
https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/etd-project?utm_source=scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu%2Fetd-project%2F695&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/420?utm_source=scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu%2Fetd-project%2F695&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/etd-project/695?utm_source=scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu%2Fetd-project%2F695&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarworks@csusb.edu

IMAGES OF ETHNICITY IN PORNOGRAPHYﬁ ~*iw

A The51s |
:itePresented to‘the o
Vv» Faculty of
”Californla State’Un1§er51ty,

o San Bernardlno

't]In,Partiel Fuifillﬁentt:

.‘\

of the Requlrements for the Degree7t "

' Master Arts  [?

© Psychology

i
Robin Rhodes, Campbell

‘June 1993 -



IMAGES OF ETHNICITY IN PORNOGRAPHY

A Thesis _
Presented to the‘
Faculty of
h California State University,

San Bernardino

By
Robin Rhodes Campbell

June 1993

Approved by:

Dr. Lynda Warren



ABSTRACT

| The presence of racism in iﬁterracial pornégfaphy has been
sgggesfed in non-empirical writings bﬁt has yet to be
examined‘empirically.k In thé present study, racism and
sexism in Black/White interracial X-rated videocassettes
were examined. Fiﬁe‘female coders with varying levels of
éxposﬁre to pornography rated 476 characters in éexually
éxpiiéit scenes from 54 pornographic videos. Characters
were coded on aggregate'measures of verbal and physical
~aggression, inequality, racial indicators, infimacy, as well
as other specific indices. Sexism was demonstrated in the
uhidirectional aggression by men toward women. Racism was
demonstrated by the presence of racial stereotypes in the
portrayal of Black characters and was also indicated by the
lower status given to Black characters. Findings indicated
that there was a differentialreffect for racism by sex and
that there was a differential effect for‘sexism by race.
For example, Black women Qefe‘thé targets of more acts of
aggression than White women, and Blédk meﬁ Wefe poftrayed'as
less intimate during sexual activity than White men. In
addition, there was an increase in aggression during cross-
race interactions. The findings of the present study
indicate that interracial pornography is racist as well as

sexist.
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INTRODUCTION

Statement of the Problem

Pornography is an issue that makes us confront‘qur
 political, moral, sexﬁal,.ahd sociai beliefs.  The questions
that it raises are myriad, including what constitﬁtes
_pornography (and how:do we define it), its sodial message,

' what éffect, if any, it has upon men and women both as
individuals and collectivéiy,_and‘the cohsideratibn of what
we are willing to tolerate in a free sociétyf' Thé
pervasiveness of pornography; especially on Videbcassette;
makes it a widely-held concern. After the introduction of
videocassette recorders for home use in the US,‘sexually
.explicit videotapes debﬁted in 1977 and accounted,for the
majority of sales of prerecorded tapes through the late
1970's. By the 1980'5;‘porﬁography'was COmplétely.
transformed into big*buSiness with larée scale distributors,
theater chains, and technological advancésw(Brbwn'& Bryant,
1989). ‘In 1989, Xfrated vidthépe‘rentals representéd 12%
of all rentals, with 395vmiliiohbx-£ated videoé rented that
year (Johnson, 1991).

Pornography has been empirically studied'in drder to
befter understaﬁd its possible effects, most often the
effect of causing violence égéinst women. Feminist theory,
however, proposes that the effecté of pornbgraphy govbeyohd
the direct effect of cauSing sexual violence, proposing that
as a medium it reflects and reinforées current social
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standards and values, and legitimizes the sexual
sﬁbordinaﬁion ofbwbmen. |

The content of pornography's social message has been
widely discﬁssed, as well.as>examihed in content analyses.
Previous research on pornography'has focused on sexual
images, and little attention hasfbeeh given to its implicit
“messages cdnderning race. The sékism in porhography‘has
been demonstrated (Cowan, Lee, Levy & Snyder, 1988), but it
is possible that pornography is racist as well. If so,
Blacks should be portrayed as more dominated and less eqﬁal
than are Whites, as WOmen are éhbwn to be less than men.
Black women should be portrayed in fhe most negative mannern

as they are constrained doubly by race and sex.

The Definition of Pornography

Thé term pornography comes from Greek, meaning "to
write of prostitutes"; porne specificaliy,denotes the lowest
vclass of prostitute (Dwofkin,v1989; Steinem, 1980). What .
now constitutes pornqgréphy,is leSé‘Clear—cut and seens to
depend upon the perspective of view of the writer and
viewer.

The Attorney General's Commission on Obscenity and
Pornography (1970) defined it as "material (that) is
predominately sexually explicit and intended primarily for
vthe purpose of sexual arousal" (pp. 228-229). Material has
been classified as pornographic bY'function and content.
Material has been defined as pornographic when it is
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primarily communicaticn about sex or when the intent of the
- producer is to sexually arouse the‘ccnsumer. ‘More recently
the definition_of pornogrephy has included material in which
women are sexually degraded or material in which there is a
fusion of degrading sekuality and violence (Donnerstein,
\Linz & Penrod, 1987).

Distinctions have been made by‘some between erotica and
pornography. For example, Steinem (1980) propcsed that in
pornography there is an imbalance of power or coercive
aspects. This coercion‘may be implicit, a physical attitude
of conqueror and victim, or there may be the use of race or
claes difference to imply imbalance, or there may be unequal
nudity. In this model, pornography portfays no sense of
equal choice or equal power as does erotica -- sex is being
used to reinforce some inequelity. in contrast, erotica may
be equally explicit, but there is a sense of choice and‘

mutuality in the depictions.

Types of Pornodgraphy and their Effects

In his review of Pornography: Impacts and Influences, Check

(1991) attested to the fact that research into the area of
pornography has recently evolved into a general agreement to
divide sexually explicit materials into three different
types, sexually violent materiels, nonviolent dehumanizing
material, and erctica. This distinction is not necessarily
found in pornography itself; Check and Guloienk(1989) noted
in their analysis of the effects of‘pornography that many of
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the videos that they screehed contained combinatians‘of all
three types of pornography. There has been an effort to
differentiate between different‘types of pornography in an
effort to better assess its-effects and functions (Padgett,
Brislin—stultz) & Neal, 1989},,bﬁt_it is almost exclusiveiy
studied without regard”for racial content, primarily

focusing on sexual and violence components.

Erotica

Erotica, although“aexually explicit, portrays mutual
and positive sexual interactibn -- individuals equally
participate in sexual acts, with no force or domination.
Gloria Steinem (1980) states that in erotica, |

There is alwaYS‘a.Spontaneous-sense of péople who are

there because-they want to be, out of shared pleasure.

...Mutually pleasurable, sexual expression between

people who have enough power to be there by positive

choice (p. 37).
Check and Guloien (1989), in their examination of the
effécts of the three'tYpes of porhography, had.subjectsfrate
each classification of material. vErotica was rated as the
‘most educational,trealistic;iahd afféctibnatevand least ”
obscene. They also-foundithat exposurehto erotica had no
antisocial effects. In their review of the literature,
Check and Guloien examined Moéher‘s (1971) earlier study of
the effects of pornography. Mosher described his materials
as pornoéraphy; as‘the distinction bétween the Various types
~ had not yet beeniestablished. Check and Guloien noted that

what Mosher.called pornography was similar to what would now
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be considered erotica. Mosher found that these materials
led to a decrease in men's sexual callousness (in Check &

Guloien, 1989).

Sexually Violent Pornography

Sexually violent pdrnography involves the overt use of
force and infliction of pain, or the threat of either of |
them. It often portrays women as enjoying rape and other
forms of sexual Violénce. According to Check and Guloien
(1989), viewing sexually violent materials can lead to
increased acceptance of rape myths (Malamuth & Check, 1985)
and increased acceptance of violence against women (Malamuth
& Check, 1981), increased rapé fantasiés (Malamuth, 1981)
and aggressive behavior toward women in a laboratory setting
(Donnerstein & Berkowitz, 1981), decreased perception of the
suffering of rape victims (Malamuth & Check, 1980; Linz, |
Donnerstein, & Penrod, 1984), a desensitization to sexual
violence (Linz, Donnerstein, & Penrod, 1984), and an
increase in reported proclivity to rape or force a woman
into unwanted sex acts (Check & Guloien, 1989; Donnerstein,
1984) . Research has indicated that in recent years sexual
violence in pornography.has increased (Malamuth &‘Spinner,
1980; Smith, 1976). 'The U.S. Attorney General's Commission
on Pornography, (1986) stated that, "Increasingly, the most
prevalent forms of pornography (afe) materiai(s) featuring
actual or simulated or unmistakably threatened violence in a
sexually explicit fashion." Linz, Donnerstein, and Penrod
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'~ (1987) contest the idea that pornography is becoming more
violent. The'suspected increase in violent materials may
just be a function of the;greater availability of all forms
‘of sexually explicit materials. They also present the
viewpoint that it is the violence, not the sex, that is

harmful in pornography.

Degrading Nonviolent Pornography
Zillmann and Bryant (1989), refer to the existence of a

ﬁs'tandard.fare of pornography", one that is different from

" the sexually Violent. In degrading, nonviolent pornography;_‘,

men and women are often Verbaliy abused or shown in a non-
human light. Zillmann (1989) proposes that it is the _*>
portrayed insatiability of women that is degrading, and
Donnerstein, Linz and Penrod (l987)vsuggest that it is the
‘sexual availabilitybof’WQmenftnat degrades them.‘ CoWan-and
Dunn (1991) investigated various prevaient themes in |
pornography in order’to determine‘What women and men find:

- degrading to women in pornography. Theybfonnd_that, inﬁ
accord with feminist theory,‘subjeots rated subordination as
nore degrading than availability.

Until recently, it Was theorizedtthat nonviolent
pornography'nad minimal antisocial effects (Check &
Malamuth, 1986; Donnerstein, 1984; Malamuth, 1984).
However, Zillmann anderyant (1990) suggested that there
would be effects resulting from the_portrayal of women as
"socially non-discriminating", and "... hysterically
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euphOric»in response to just about any sexual or
pseudosexual stimulation,.,,"‘(p.-209)}, Check‘and Guloien
(1989) point out the fact that this description of women in
pornography is similar to Kelman's (1973) and Zimbardo's
(1969)vchara¢terization offahdehumanized‘person, in
addition;‘they note'that_the dehumanization of a victim is
necessary to remove inhib;tions to act cruelly toward them
‘(Bandura, ﬁnderwood, & Fromson, 1975, cited in Check and
- Guloien, 1989). It is'easier to treat,someoneibrutally who
‘has been dehumanized‘ortdegraded; astdemonstrated in the
Nazi prison oamps and in the Zimbardo'prison experiment
(Sabini, 1992)' ‘Sabini notes |

To the degree that we make it 1mposs1ble for other

people to look and act that way (as civilized, decent

autonomous, moral agents), we make it easy to treat

them as less than human (1992, p. 64).
Thus, the'dehumanization of'womenvmay be a precursor to
v1olence agalnst them.‘ | B

Zillmann (1989) used nonviolent, degradlng pornography
when examining the effects of prolonged exposure (four or
five sessions) to pornography and?found“thatjsubjects ,
manifested a significant level of trivialiZation‘of rape and
sexual'callousness toward_uomen.' Massive exposure (36
videos‘Shown_over'a six—week period) to common pornography
resulted in a loss of compassion toward women in generalvand
- as rape victims speoifically. Dissatisfaction with sexual
reallty was predlcted as a likely outcome of pornography
consumptlon. Addltlonally, Zillmann (1989) proposed an
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unseen effect in that the partners of those who consume
pornography may compare themselves unfavorably to the women
portrayed in it;‘the_question of whether the consumer would
also compare his partner unfavorably to the characters in
‘pornography was not raised. Feminist writers have expreSSed
concern about the possibly crippling effect for women by the
internalization of the’images and message of pornography
(Longino, 1980). lelmann and Weaver (1989) propose that
degrading pornography has an 1nd1rect effect in that sexual
callousness is created, enhanced, and sustalned by cultural
conventlons and " medla.y

Check and Guloien (1989) found that there was little
dlfference in response between males who had Vlewed sexually
| violent pornography and those who v1ewed non—v1olent
dehumanizing pornography. :Both groups had an increased
reported likelihood of rape and acceptance.of:forced sex
acts. Borchert f199l)‘found‘that:female subjects had
increased negative feelings toward rapeyintims.and gave
lighter prison sentences to a fictional rapist after viewing
nonviolent, degrading pornography than after yiewing violent
material with nonexplicit sexual activity or nonexplicitly
violent material. | | |

In summarizing the effects ofball three types of
pornography, Check andvGuloien (1989)’found that the effect
of exposure to sexually expllclt materials depends on the -

social content of the material in question rather than the



fact that sexual behéviors are portrayed.b This content
~ includes the fact that when violence is featured, females .
are usually victimized by males, and the consequences of
sexual abuse are rarely.shqwnv(Brown & nyant, 1989);‘
In short, the research findings have not establishéd a
"~ direct link between pornography and violence toward Women,:
but there doés seem to be an effect in attitudeS'toward .
_women. Zillﬁann'and Bryant (1990) appear to capture what
many people think about pornography -- what Palys (1986)
calls the "common wisdbﬁ" of pornography --
It would éeem naive ... to beliéve that pbrnography
entertains without affecting perceptions of sexuality

and behav1ora1 dlsp051tlons toward sex and gender
(p.209). :

The Feminist Analysis of the Effects of Pornography

Although researchers currently make a distinction
betweén pornography that is violent and that Which promotes
inequality, feminiéts have not traditionally made this,

’ distinction,'as v1olence and degradatlon are seen as |
interlocking,-self—perpetuatlng systems;w Although MacKlnnon
(MacKinnon & Dworkin, 1988)'proposes that "spec;flc
pbrnography.directly causes some assaults" (p.43), moét
feminists are concerned'with the ideology of pornogréphy;
the'idea that it reinforces rape myths and legitimizes the
subordination of women with the glamorlzed 1mages of bound
and gagged women -- as well as fosterlng the idea that a

woman's deepest desire is to subject herself to a man



(Russeli,!1980). Femihist theory proposes.that-pornography
need not be explicifly violent to have harmful effects
(Lederer, 1980). In feminist writings, pornography is a
reflection of our patriérchal society, expressing hostility
toward women and celebrating domination by men and the
subordination of women (Brownmiller,‘1980;“Kiiloran, 1983;
MacKinndh, 1985; Morgan, 1978)..

Gray (1982) advances the idea that pornography is a
manifestation of popular culture. She proposes the idea
that the effeéts'of pornography are subtle; that it is
attractive to men who élready harbor a deep anger toward
women. This view ié Suppofted by Steinberg (1990) who views
pornography as a "victimless outlet for the basie sexual
rage fhat seems to sit within so many men..." (p;57). He
goes on to describe thié rage as righteous male angerv 
against having their’sexual desires "twisted, stunted,
denied"™ by ﬁcomplexes.of societal institutions" (p.58).v
In a sense, pornography hot on1y leéitimizes their.anger,vit
directs it toward women and trivializes the effects of
violence to women. It is for this reason that pornography

may present a danger to women.

The Functions of Pérnography

The functions of bbrnography are still being debated.
Malamuth and Billings (1984) examined‘pornography from
‘Marxist, feminist, and psychoanalytic theoretical positions
and found that there afe two main stances from whiéh the
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question is traditionally approééhed in‘psychology --.a
psychoanalytic perspective and a social learning
perspective. The first pééition probqses that pornography
fuhctions as a cathartic, reducing aggreséive or anti-social
sexual urges through the vicarious expérience of a symbolic
system (Malamuth & Billings, 1984; McCormack, 1988); the
v secohd is that pornography.prOVides a model for sekual
activity (Linz, Donherstein, & Penrod, 1988; Padgett et
al., 1989; Silbert & Pines, 1984);v“Néither position has
been validated empiriéally. |

‘A third théoretical position is the feminist ahaiysis.:
This viewpoint asserts that pornography functions priharily
. as a "medium for expressing norms about male power and
‘ domination", and ai;o functions‘as a social control
mechahism for keeping women»in»arsubordinaté-étatﬁs
(Diamond, 1980). Thébiﬁpact}Of pornogfaphy is seen as it
helps maihtainvthe.politiqal‘SYStem_in which women are
unequal (Cowan, Lee, Lévy & Sﬁyder; 1988), The 1inking éf
sexuality and subordination méiﬁtaiﬁs pétriatcﬁy. Fémiﬁist
analysis interpretS‘pornography not as a mere feflection of
men's sexual fantaéies but as one of the mechanisms that has
sustained the systematic domination of women by men
(Diamond, 1980). Pornography also presents and reinforces
the fact that women are immediately and indiscriminately
available for sexual activity. Thisimay be a secondary

function of pornography; it lessens sexual antagonism
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between men and creates a bond between them., Men have ne-
need to compete with other men. As Phyllis Chesler (1980)

noted,

In fantasy, then, no man has to be more "pleasing" than
another man to merit sexual attention: No man has to be
very sexually, economically, or socially powerful to
fantasize that many kinds of women are at his disposal
(p-158). : :

A familiar concept in the feminist analysis of the
function’of pornography is that it is a form of hate
literature. In it women are a means only -- a means to
maximize profit, a means to satisfy men's sexual fantasies.
Just as hate literature justifies the abdse of people'on the

basis of their race, pornography justifies the abuse of

- people on the basis of their sex.

A final possibility is that pornography functions as a

sexual script (Kimmel, 1990). Gray (1982) proposes that it

‘may serve this function speeifically for angry men and QiVes

such men a script for‘aeting out their anger. Russell
(1980) has demonstrated that women have been victimized'by
partners who experiment sexually using pornography as a

script for forced or coerced sex acts.

The Feminist Theoretical Perspective

Feminists have approached the issue of pornography from
the aspect of its social and political messages.
In feminist theory, pornography does harm to all women, as
it sexualizes their subordination. Pornography is seen as a
feminist issue, Brownmiller (1980) calls it "the undiluted

12



essence'of anti-female propaganda" and equates the
philosophy‘of pornography with that of rape. Morgan (1977)
states "Pofnography is’the theory, and rape the practice.“
‘Andreé Dworkin views pornography as a political crime
agaihst women (1986).'Anti—pornography feminists maintain
that woméh as a class are victimized ideologically by
pornography and that this leads to the actual physical
victimization of individual women (Diamond, 1980). Feminist
writings have typically presented thé position that
pornography debases, objectifies, and dehumanizes women and
’that the portrayal of violence and rape mythology
reinforces, if not fosters, inequality (Cowan et al., 1988).
It is seen as not only fostering a climate which contributes
to violence against women, but in which it is accepted as
normal. According to Lederer,

Pornography is the ideology of a culture which promotes

and condones rape, woman-hating, and other crimes of

violence against women (Lederer, 1980, p.19).

The Feminist Debate

Not all women (nor all feminists) agree with the view
that pornography harms women, and the question becomes one
of "who speaks for whom" (Russo, 1987).  Many feminists
express concern abéut the effects of violent and/or
degrading pornography upon women and men (Ashley & Ashley,
1984; Donnerstein, Linz, & Penrod, 1987; Russo, 1987), but
when it comes to the point of advocating legislative

controls, there are those who view repression as the most
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salient social and political problem"(Philipson, 1984).
There are also those who chastise all efforts to control
pornography as attempts to repress sexuality and maintain
the established order by those who.have unenlightened and
 unhealthy sexual attitudes (in Diamond, 1980).
Antiepornography feminiSts see harm to women as
outweighing the possible restrictionS‘of "free speech". As
hnn Russo (1987)_states, |
| I basically fall‘to get ex01ted‘over the first
amendment rights of those in a multibillion dollar
business... (when) women in this country are not
protected under freedom of speech, particularly those
that work in the pornography 1ndustry (p.105).
; MacKinnon (1985) has taken the p051tion that pornography
infringes on the civil rights of women by s1lenc1ng them,
'renderlng them powerless, and promoting inequality and
Violence against women.’ She stated, "Pornographyvsexualizes
rape,'battery, sexual harassment, prostitntion and child
sexual abuse; it thereby‘Celehrates,'promotes,bauthorizes
and legitimates them" (p, 14) MacKlnnon and Dworkin (1988)v
‘were respon51b1e for drawing up antipornography 01v11
legislation based on the argument that_pornographylinfringes

upon women's civil rights.

- Content Analyses of Pornographic Materials

Content analyses of'pornography:havefoften focused on
violence, aggression, and sexual aggreSSion, in keeping with
the idea that the harm from pOrnography stems from violence.
Smith (1976) studied "adults only" paperback fiCtion
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available in adult bookStofes in the U.S. and found violent
themes in about oné third of the 428 books he reviewed. The
'yiolence ﬁasknot alWays physical, but included threats and
coercive acts, usually committed by men against women.
Typically, the woman was forCed to participate in an
unwanted sexual act and began by protesting but ended up
pleading for more -- perpetuating a common rape myth.‘ of
the 4,588 sexual episodes, 20% involved rape (91% of which
involved the assault of a female by a male), and less than
3% of the attacks showed‘any negative consequences for
isexual abuse of vidlence.
In an analysis of adult magazine covers from 1970 to
1981, Dietz and Evans (1982) found an increase in domination
~and bondage. 1In 1981 bondége and discipliné was depicted in
17.2% of the magazine covers.  Malamuth and Spinner (1980)
examined the sexual violence contained in fwo popular men's

magazines, Playboy, and Penthouse, over a five-year period

(1973-1977). It was noted‘that the amount of sexual
violence increased, to 10% of the cartoons and 5% in the
pictorials by 1977. ‘However this trend Was not found in a
1987 analysis of the violence in pictorials and cartoons in
Playboy magazine. Scott and Cuvelier found violence to be
rare and concluded that it was declining (Scott & Cuvelier,
- 1987). |

Content analyses of porndgraphic materials ére

increasingly focusing on X-rated videocassettes. It is
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- especially important to examine the content of adult

Videocassettes,,aS'with_the advent of the affordable
videocassette recorder, pornographic movies are no longer
conflned to the adult book store or triple X-rated theaters
and are now easily avallable. It 1s estlmated that as many
as one in four homes owns a VCR, creating a proliferation of
video rental outlets and an extensive narket for
pornography. The Attorney General's report indicates that
videocassettes are the main mode of pornography production -
- X-rated VideO‘cassettes aocounted for 13% of the video
cassette market in 1985 (U.S. Attorney General's Final
Report, 1986). In 1985,A1,700vsexually explicit Videos_were

released; 42% of»video»storeS'sell or rent adult videos, and

a s1gn1flcant proportlon of v1deo rentals are adult films.

The increased avallablllty of pornography ‘on Vldeocassette
is fact to be cons1dered when dlscuss1ng the issue. |
Zillmann and Bryant (1984) observe that there is a‘
difference between printedfand visual material,vnoting thatt
the visual impact of the pornographic film giVes-it near-
documentary status. o

Palys (1986)vstudied the content of 150 triple-X and
adult v1deocassettes in Vancouver, Canada. Material was

con51dered to be trlple—x rated material for various

reasons, one of which was when it was found in specialty

" outlets. Adult videos were considered to be what is usually

available over the counter in video rental outlets. Palys
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-cdncentrated on the frequency of sexual,‘aggressive and

sexually aggressive activity{ It>was found that while
sexual activity‘was;more graphic in the triple-x rated
maferial, there was significantly more aggressive and
sexually aggressive content in the adult videos, and that
depiction of the violence was more severe.

Because of thé mixed cbnélusions about the amount of
sexual violence in R-, x-.and'tripleﬂxerated materials, Yang
and Linz (1990) examined the incidence of séxual; Violent,
éexually Violenf, and prosocial béhéviOrs‘in each category

of film. They found that on a percentage basis, R-rated

movies contained more sexual violence than did X-rated

movies. R-rated movies also contained more violence in
genefal. Yang and Linz concluded that‘the predominant
behaviors in both types of pornography were sexual and in R-
rated{materials the pfedominant behaViofé'werérviolent,
followed by prOSodialjﬁéhéviér;‘ if seems that it-Would'bé
difficult to compare X—ratedfandiR-rated matéria;s, as "R-
rated_productions'are general;y,more elaborate andvcostly
than X-rated ones" (Yang & Lihz;v1986; p..31). Many X-rated
movies lack even the pretense of a storyline, utilizing 15
page scripts for.a video that méy be shot in one day
(Johnson, 1991). It would.seem fealistic to expect that R-'v
rated movies would have more of almoét everything eXcept
sex. The authors acknowledged the difficuity of comparing

the content of two such different types of materials,
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electing to'measure the overall pércentages of behavioral .
sequences réthér than behaviors within scenes.

Cowan, Lee, Levy & Snyder (1988) examined the.content
of 45 widely available X-rated videocassettes, randomly
drawn from a list of 121 adult movie titles from family
videocassette rental stores in southern California. The
purposé of the study was to examine the content of X-rated
videocassettes from é feminist perspective, asseséing the
presence of dominance, ihysical and verbal aggression and
other indices of inequality (status, age, and role), rathef
than focusing on sexual aggression. A significant amount df
dominance and sexuél_inequality was fouhd in the sample,
with dominance énd exploitation ﬁoward women -as primary
themes found in bver half the total number of sex scenes.
Acts of physical violence toward women occurred in 23% of
the scenés, with 14% of the scenes showing women forced into
sexual acts, initially resisting and finally responding
with "acceptance and/or fervor." When these themes of
dominance and inequélity Were‘counted by movie rather than
by each scene, dominance occurred in 78% of movies,
exploitation in 82%, specific acts of physical‘aggression in
73%, and rape in 51% of movies. Cowan et al., concluded
that a viewer had a higher likelihood of seeing sex and
abuse linked than the analysis of individualvscenes would

suggest.

- 18



The amount of violenoe that is measured in pornography
nay depend on the medium as well as the reééarcher and the
methodology that is’used. The results are not conclusive,
although it is apparent that there is physical as well as
yerbal aggresaion toward'women in pornography, however,
whether the prevalence ié,increasing_or decreasing is not
- clear. | |

Content analyses of pornography have foouSed on’
sexualized violence and theyprevalence of.dominanoe-toward‘
‘women and other forms of subordination. ‘These studies have
typically not eXaminéd pornography's implicit messages‘about"’
minorities other than women. A question that has yet to be
examined empirically is how'raCe‘is rreated in pornography,

and what are the possible implications of that portrayal.

,Ethnicity‘and Pornography

The sexism in pornography‘has bean empirically
validated (Cowan et al., 1988), but the iaea that
pornography may bapracist_hasynéverbbeen_téétéd, oniy»
proposed in non-empirioal.writings.'These sources suggeéth
that pornography is racist based on_theohistoricalh
precedence of racism in‘this:counpry;"aexual'stereotypeg,
and the portrayal of Black women in non-X-rated films.
Black and interracial pornography came into the marketplace
in 1983, and is produced and marketed for a White male
audience. These films are a White nanFs fantasy; according
to William Margold (quoted in santiago, 1990). Margold is
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the co-writér of Hot Chocolate, one of the best¥éelling
pornographic videos of all time. Margold states that»the*
fact that Black men watch them is purely accidental (quotéd
iﬁ Santiago; 1990). | |
Alice Walkor (1980), addressed the question, "So, how
‘does a black woman feel when her black man leaves Playboy on
the coffee table?" (p. 103). That is a question that has
yet to examined empirically. There‘has only been one study
which examined the attitudes of Black adults toward
pornography.' Timberlake and Carpenter (1990) surveyed a
'small Black middle+o1ass‘sample and found that subjects were
uniformly’agaihst non-violent pornography. Eighty?two,
percent indicated it is harmful to society; 57% believed it
is a major cause of inoest, child molestation, ahd rape, and

65% feel it should not be protected by law.

Historical Precedents for the Portrayal of Race in

Pornography’

There is a historical relationohip between cultural
models of‘masculinity_and racial sexual conoeptions. The
idea that blackness is evil and whiteness iS'good goes'backb
to ancient Greece, and the theme of the white hero and black

‘beast is common throughout western myth and stories (Hoch,

©1979). In White Hero, Black Beast, Hoch (1979)'describes
the white goddess as the object of the black beast's desires
who needs to be protected by.the white hero. All that is
desirable and feminine is white, all that is good is white,
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- all that is evil andlanimal-like'is black. The white man is
seen as morally”superior and“necessary_to protect the white'
woman from the‘dark’beaSt. The summit of masculinity‘is the.
"whlte hero" who achleves his mascullnlty by overcoming the
"black beast". | Thls prOJectlon of animal lust upon the
Black man is attrlbuted to the sexual repre551on of the
White manf Hoch notes that the percelved menace to the

‘ chaste Whlte 1ady by the ever-erect Black buck has domlnated
the mythologies of the American South for more than three

" centuries. Thls fear is less for the whlte goddess than for
the loss of mascullnlty (Hoch 1979). Dworkln (1989) also
~links racism and sex1sm and examines the‘means'by which the
‘depiction of the‘Blackiman'S’sexuality as bestial justifies
his oppression, and notes that every racially hated group is
endowed with a bestial sekual nature. |
o According‘to Gardner, (1980) White men have projected
‘acts of aggre551on and sex upon Black men and v1ewed them as

rivals for their possess1ons - women, whether Black or

’_ Whlte. ‘Brownmiller (1980) sees the rapevof Black-women by \

- White men as an express1on of ra01al superlorlty. The Whltej
vman is able to take the Black man's possession, the Black
woman.

o During slavery, the White man.invented the Black rapist
who»preys on White women to justify the lynching of Black
men. Gardner (1980) notes that during 1889-1899, over 2000

Black men were lynched and 50% were accused of raping Whlte
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women, whereas there wereivirtuaily no reported instances of
White menbbeing punished-for raping Black women --‘although
such attacks were common knowledge. In Louisiana, between
1900-1950, 40 Black men were given the death penalty and
executed for raping White women, whereas only two White men
were executed for raping White women. |

Alice Walker (1980), in her hlstorical analy51s of the
treatment of the Black woman during slavery, sees slaveryvas
the root of the Black_woman s,portrayal in modern
pornography. She noted that slave women were bred,.raped,
and profited their owners, and proposed a qualitatively
~different depiction of Black Women‘in.pornography from thatv
of White women. Walker maintained that in‘pornography,v
v‘_White‘women are seen as objects, but Black women are seen as
 animals. Precedent for this image emanates from,slavery;'
While Black males were working in the cotton fields, Blaokv
females were undergoing another type of enslavement by White
masters in the bedrooms of plantatlon houses (Mapp, 1982) |
Teich (1980) states that the treatment of the Black women 1s:
the historical basis for the modern abuse of women in |
pornography and prostitution.-,It,is not the fact that
pornography portrays Black.peoplelthattmakes it‘racist)'but
" the fact that it exploits the history of slavery and myths
surrounding and oppressing”people of color in this country

that makes it racist (Gardner, 1980).
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Some authoré have questioned the absence of Black women
as well as the failure of the Civil Rights Moveﬁent in
protesting such overtly raéist pornographic material. Davis
(1981) suggests that the absence Qf Black women in the_anti-
violence (and anti-pornography) movement may be due to the
movement's indifference toward the historical usé of the
false rape charge as a componght ofbracism. In addition,
there is a traditional_schism between the Women's Movement
and the Civil Rights Movement. Whife women's rights
advocates were often abolitionist, not anti-racist. White
women became awafe of their own limited rights by working
for abolition, and many ignored the plight of Black women,
ironically, perhaps because of the sexual stereotype of
Black women (Hooks, 1981) as sexual savages. There are
those who see the goals of the two movements as dissimilar.
For exémple, Mapp states,

The women's movement is a white family quarrel in which

the black woman merely becomes a useful pawn to be

discarded when white feminists achieve their goals

(Mapp, 1982, p.38).

The White feminist critique of masculinity may be seen as
diverting attention from racism and laying another burden
upon the already heavily-burdened Black man. Black women
may also fear betraying Black men if they support the
feminist movement. It has been noted that if the Civil

Rights Movement continues to fail to treat pornography as a

civil-rights issue, the inequality between White men and men
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of color will be the only inequality that‘this couhtry
 confronts (Santiégo, 1§9b):

It‘is difficult to discuss racism and sexism as if they
were completely different syétems. Bell Hooks (1990)
confronted the sexism inherent in the White cultural model
of masculinity;bproposing that séxism politically mediates
racial domination. It wdﬁld seem, therefore, impossible to
invest in one and fight the other. The exploitation of and
abuse of women in pornography creates a male collaboration
in which men identify with being male, and race is
secondary. In this context, pornography may become a bond
between men (Hooks, 1990; Santiago, 1990). Alice Walker
(1980) Suggests that many Black men see pornography as
progressive as the previously forbidden White woman is made
available to them. This pérception diminishes the
importance and power of color for Black’men and permits a
bonding with White men as men; " (It) ;.. allows a
solidarity of gender but promotes a rejection of race"
(p.95). This assértibn‘does have some~empirical support.
Johnson's (1984) doctoral dissertation examined White male
subjects' perceptions of‘fape victims after subjects reéd a
pornographic written passage which.depicted a rape.v The
level of enjoyment of the woman in ﬁhe pornography was
‘varied; in the non-enjoyment condition the woman was
unwilling throughout the passage and did not evidence any

pleasure from the episode, and in the enjoyment condition,
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the woman did appear to enjoy the rape. The race of the
woman in the passage and the‘race'of the rape victiﬁ'ihrthe
simulated rape trial were also varied. Subjects were'then '
asked to rate hbw much théy thought thét the rape victim in
the trial had enjoyed the rape. No effect was found for the
race of the rape victim, but the race of the,stimulus person
was found to be significant. Specifically when the female
stimulus person in the written passage was White in the non-
‘enjoyment condition, subjects were more likely to perceive
the rape victim as enjoying fhe act more than when the
female stimulus person was Black. In thé enjoyment
condition, wheh the stimulus person was Black, the rape
victim was perceived'aé eﬁjoying the act more thén if the
stimulus person was White. This effect could be a function-
of the perception of Black female sexuality. If Black‘WOmen
are seen as more sexual, the sexual double standard (which
‘makes the expression of female sexuality unacceptable) may
not:apply té them as it does to White women. Cne unéxpécted
finding was that White males perceived males (Black or
White) as the in-group andvfeﬁales (Bladk.or White) as the
out-group. Whether this applies to Black men as well is not
clear, but seems possible. If this is true, what
implications does this havebwhen one examines the portraYal
of Black men in pornogfaphy? |

Hooks (1989) analyzed Spike Lee's film, She's Goﬁta

Have It, and noted that the White model of masculinity has
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been adopted by Black men ae well, a model that includes an
entitlement to WOmen's bodies.‘ Hooks (i990)Ialso pointed
out the use of sexuai»metaphors in the Black Power movement
of the 1960's and'1970's, such as "emasculation", and
"castration", and maintains that;Black men and wbmen must
reject the sexualization of the Black liberation movement}
as it buys into a racist, sexist modeivof mascﬁlinity that
relegates the Blaek man tevthe status of a rapist and

furthers oppression.

Black Sexuality and Sexual Stereotypes'

The image»of contemporary.Black sexuality is different
than that of Whites, and the sexual stereotypes endure.
Additionally, African—Americane-have been exCluded from the
study of human sexuality or have been the subject of
black/white comparisons (Wyatt & Lyons-Rowe 1990; Weinberg &
Williams, 1988). inxone‘Such comparison, Weinberg and
 Williams found that Blaeks:weﬁe‘seen a$ mofe involved with
sex than were Whites (1988)5 ‘Tﬁe historj ef slevery, |
oppression) and low social elaes have been used to explain :
this assumption (Weinberg & Williamsi ;988). The sexual
image of Black men differs from that of White men in thatv
verious aspects of "masculinity" have been exaggerated in

order to produce a stereotype ef Black sexuality. This

sexuality is supposedly eharacterized by sex at an early
age, many partners, high frequency, little foreplay, and
genital focus (Davis & Cross, 1979; Hernton, 1971; Wyatt,
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Strayer, & Lobitz, 1976)f The underlying assumption, of
course, is that'this.sexuality is‘deviant from White |
‘sexuality. |

The Black woman is subject to an image that portrays
her as sexually loose. The roots of this stereotype are
found in the disorganiZation of the Black family that began
with slavery and continued‘under conditions of‘economic and
social depriVation.‘ These‘conditions made the Black woman
barticularly yulnerable to sexual exploitation by both'Black
and White men (Mapp,'1982).b The treatment of Black women
during and after slavery led to the’devaluation.of Black
womanhood that continues until the present;..All Blackiwomen
are viewed as "sexual sayages", as "sexually depraved,
immoral, and loose" (Hooks,'1981 p. 52). By the 1950's
the Black women's 1mage was Stlll as a "slut" who could take
anything sexually. The sexuality of women of color has been
seen as uncivilized'(Dworkin, 1989; Gardner, 1980) Dworkin‘
(1989) proposes a hlstorlcal precedent for the sexual R
.stereotype of Black women, - R ﬁ

...The reputation of lasc1v1ousness and- promlsculty

that haunts black women in America today may be

attributed to (a) high degree of h1storlca1 forcible

rape (p. 144).
' The Treatment of Black Men in Films

The sexual stereotype of Black'men concerns their
sexual endonent and prowess. According to Walker (1980)

"the black man is deflned solely by the size, readiness and
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unselectivity of his (penis)"-(p{ 103). Literature and
films are replete with the image of the "Frothing-at-the-
mouth-for-a-white-woman, strongbacked, sixty-minute hot

black" (Lincoln, 1970, p. 84). 1In Spike Lee's film Jungle

Fever, the characters_expldre interracial attraction and
sexual myths. It is the‘opinion of some of the characters
that White wbmen-hévenéex with Black men because of their
sexual prowess and lafge penises. Gardner (1980) proposed
that Black men are defined‘by the size of their penis and
that Black men aré themselves a phallic symbol; black‘skin
means‘a large penis. Sizevéonnotes'power and a threat;
masculinity is meaéuréd by power ovér other méﬁ and women.

Black men are therefore rivals for the possession of women.

The Treatmentvof'Black Women in Films

Women of color have often been doubly COnstrained by
racism and sexism. Both aspecté have been‘exploited in
films for as long as there has béen a movié industry. Films
are one place‘it is easy to see the sexual aSpect‘of racism.
The depiction of the Black woman as a seductress was in the
earliest Hoilywood films, and the Black,womén has often been
portrayed as a sex object to be exploited witﬁout |
explanation by any male (Mapp, 1982). It was proposed that
in pornography,:the Black womah is the "figment of white
male fantasy" (Mapp, 1982,-p.36). In ihterracial

pornography,
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.o The~plahtation is presented.as a form of seXual _
gratification for the black woman slave who asks please
to be abused, please to be raped, please to be hurt
(Dworkin, 1986, p. 277).
As Mapp (1982) stated, in films the "social depth of black
femininity is the whorehouse" (p. 39). This does not seem
to be much different from the way that all women. are
portrayed in pornography..

The portrayal of White women has'béen a much debated
topic,vbut "scholarly neglect and racist assﬁmptions have
made black women as inVisible in motion pictures as they are
in society“ (Mapp, 1982, p. 40). This should not be
surprising, as the concerns of Black women have been, at

various times, ignored by the Black Liberation movement and -

by the Women's movement.

Content Analysis and Predictions

Previous research has not examined the appeal, social
message, or effects of ethnicity in pornography. Content
analyses have not;examined how race is portrayed. A logical:
extension of previous researbh is to exéminé the addition of
ethnicity to pornography. ‘A content analysis of pornography
was performed in order to assess the implicit and explicit
messages concerning race in pornography. This énalysis was
in accordance with Cowan et al.'s (1988), themes of
doﬁinance, inequality and mutuality as well as the three
main types of pornography. It was predicted that women are

depicted as subordinate to men in all indices of inequality;
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‘physically, Verbally, and in status. it Waé fﬁrther»
predicted that Blacks are pfesehted in such é‘way asyfo
reinforce their subofdinate status in society and to
reinforce sexual stereotypeS‘(i;e., Blacks should be
portrayed with more indicators of inequality than Whites,
~and Black men should be defined in terms of their sexual"
préWess). ‘Because of the racist history of this country in
.fhe sexualvstéreétypés‘6f,Blacks, it wés'predictéd that
Black men would be pdrtrayed as distinctlyvdifferentyfrom
White men in terms of equality, status, and sexuality. A
final prediction was that‘thé combined effects of racism and
sexism are shown in_that Black WOﬁen should be most
negatively portrayéd; Black women should receive a greaﬁér
number of physical and verbal domination acts, and should be

shown as lowest ih'status‘and equality.
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METHOD

- Materials

Raters visited a locai southern California videocassette
rental store to establish the selection criterion. Material
selection was based on the probability of interracial themes
as portrayed in either the title (e.g., Black Taboo, Blacks
and Blondes), or when non-White or interracial couples were
displayed on the videocassette box. Materials were 63 X-
rated interracial videocassettes obtained from the adult
section of independently-owned and national-chain video
rental stores by student coders. The titles of

these materials can be found in Table 1.
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TABLE 1

TITLES OF X-RATED VIDEOCASSETTES

1.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14,

15.

16.

17.
18.
k19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

24.

DEEP ASS
BACHELOR PARTY
DRAGON LADY
ORIENTAL SPICE

AFRODISIAC

- BLACK MAGIC

DANCE LIKE A VIRGIN
DEEP CHILL

EROTICISM IN BLACK
BLACK IN THE SADDLEV
THE SEDUCTION OF TESSA
ISLAND GIRLS IN THE SUN
ORIENTAL HAWAII

SOUTH OF THE BORDER
EBONY HUMPERS
ORIENTAL'TREATMENT‘
EBONY HUMPERS 3

FOXY BROWN |

SALT AND PEPPER‘

BEYOND DESIRE

BUT CAN SHE TYPE

CHINA CUT

BLACK IS BACK

FILTHY RICH

'25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

35.

- 36.

37.

38.

39.

. 40..

41.

a2,

43,

44.

) 45.

46.
47.

a8,
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BLACK TABOO
AFROEROTICA 5

HOT CHOCOILATE 2

.LOVING BOTTOM

SAKIS PARTY

BACK DOOR BLACKS
LADY AND THE CHAMP
KIMIS SEX APPEAL
MYSTERY GIRL
DANCE FIRE

BLACK TAIL

BLACK BAD GIRLS
HOT FUDGE

BLACK TOUCH

EBONY LUST
JﬁNGLE;JUICE:
CHINA‘LUST |
SWITCH HITTER “
SOUTHERN COMFORT
bOUBLEiGEM
BLACK!RAGE
BLAéKs~Aﬁb BLONDES
THE GIRL FROM CHINA

BLACK VIXENS IN HEAT



49. SATIN SUGAR

50. WHITE DICKS BLACK CHICKS
51. BLACK CHICKS IN HEAT

52. BLACK ROSEBUTT OF TEXAS

53. BEST OF VANESSA DEL RIO

54. DRIVING MISS DAISY CRAZY
55. FOR THE LOVE OF BLACK COCK
56. ORIENTAL MADAM

57. LET ME TELL YOU 'BOUT BLACK CHICKS
58. MAGIC IN THE AIR

59. CHOCOLATE AND CREAM I

60. BLACK CHICKS IN HEAT

61. CHOCOLATE AND CREAM II

62. BLACK SISTER BLACK BROTHER

63. BLACK BUN BUSTERS

- These videos would be typically available to any patron over
the age of 21. Each coder selected 20 videos at their local
video rental stores (a list of 15 plus five alternate
choices) and gave the list to a faculty member who was
supervising the research. A catalog of widely distributed
adult videos was obtained and Was used to ensure that thé
videos selected were easily‘obtainable by the average adult
patron. The faculty member also checked the seléctions to

avoid producing overlapping lists.

Studeht Coders
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Five students coded_materials. Four upperédivision_
undergraduates and one graduate PsYChology student of
‘differing ages, races, marital sfatuses, and religious
affiliation volunteered to assist in céding,' The age range’
of coders was ffdm 22-40, élivwere female, one Wasbmarried,
and two were Black,‘three were White.  Coders had_varying |
levels Qf>exposﬁre'to X-rated materials}‘two had little @f )
no exposure, oneihad queréte exposure, and two had hore
’extensive exposurevto'pérnogréphic materials. Raters
attended three training sessions, one to review the various
categories and examples>of‘behaVibrs (see Appehdix A) aﬁd
two to aeterﬁine_inter;rater reliability (reliability = 
.76) . Rater agreement on éoded behaviors:ranged from 100%
to 77%;vcategorieé Qith fatéf}agreement 76% of less were not
used in the analysis (i.e., the darkness of skin color,
whether the character Was‘portrayed as a prostitute or as'
virginal, raciél‘cues in the sétting or on the character and

clothing color. 

Reliability

The videos used in the training session were Let Me

Tell Ya 'Bout Black Chicks, Cream Puff, and Black is Back.

The films used in the reliability~assessment session were

Chocolate‘and Cream II, Knights in White Satin, and Black

Moon Rising. After these training sessions, students were

directed to watch no more than one video per day, and no
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more than three a week to counter the possible aversiveness

of the material and fatigue}b

Coding

A coding sheet was created, using Cowan et al's themes
of dominance and ineéuality (see Appendix B). Only sexual
scenes were coded and were defined as beginning when sexual
activity started (not necessarily intercourse) and ending
after the ejaculation of the male(s) in the scene and/or
there was a change of characters. Coders recorded the
absence or presence of each behavior in a given scene. A
separate coding sheet wasbused for each scehe and was used
to record data that included the coder's name, the name ef
the video, the number of characters in the scene, the
characters' race and sex, and which character ihitiated
sexual activity. Various dominance behaviors, inequality,
racial themes, intimacy, objectification (the portrayal of
women as things), and the order and types of sexual activity
as well as the part of the body upon which the male(s)
ejaculated were recorded. For each instance of a recorded
behavior, the race and sex of both the perpetrator and the
recipient were noted.
Behaviors that would be coded as "dominance" were physical
acts including, hitting, hair-pulling, penis-slaps, physical
festraint and rape, and coercive acts such as threats or
inducements, and instances of Verbal aggressioh; name-
cailing (insults) and ordering. The dominance category was
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also used to indicate the,presence of'doninance cues or
props such as‘leather.clothing, whips, chains, gaés, andvany
- sort of bondage paraphernalia}i Dominance that'Was met with>
- initial resistance and‘subseqUent submission was also
recorded, as was the presenceiof coercion which included
threats or inducements’such asbdrugs or money.

Inequality was ceded on a variety of dimensions where a
power/status imbalance was a prominent feature of the scene
-- master/slave, boss/secretary, adult/child. 'Age, role
(e.g. pimp; innocent),,andfoccupational.difference
: references‘were'used'to assess'inequality. The-
interpersonai aspectrbf‘inequality was measured by
submissive acts such as performing fellatio on the knees and
a lack of expression or interest on the part of the male.

The degree to which race was a salient feature of the
scene was also recbrded. The skln color of the characters
was noted (but not retalned in the analy51s), whether the
character's name connoted race (e.g., a Black female named
"Ebony") as was mention of race was noted, whether |
positively (as a compliment) or'negatlvely (asaan»lnsult),
In order to aSsess the sexual stereotype bf "the big blaek
buck", if the size of the male's penis was mentioned and if
the reference was racial, as well as the charaeter having a
larger than average penis (if the femaleecharacter was
unable to span the length of the penis»With‘both hands, this

was considered to be larger than average). Other items in
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thé raciél category wére'having-a stereotypéd manner of
speech (e.g., ekagQérated Black dialect), clothing cues
(é.é., a Black male dressed és a pimp,vBlack woman dressed
as a voodoo woman)( or other props,‘sﬁch as jewelry (é.g.,»a
lion-claw hecklacé); ‘If.the character was dressed to
.portray a-role'such‘as a Virgin or a‘prostituté, this was
.recorded, és well as the colors ofvclothing, types of music
(e.qg., rép or gospel) ahd any stereotypical‘props or
settings were noted (e.g., African prints, animal skiné,
spears) .

The types and order of the occurrence of various sex
acts were recorded to see if there was a difference in the
order or frequency by race. Which sex act occurred first,
(cunnilingus, fellétio, or intercourse) instances of genital
close-ups, whether there was anal intercoﬁrse, whether |
fellatio occurred when the female was on her knees (in an
obviously submissive posture). Exaggeratedly expressive
noises were coded as indicators of animal?like'sexuality, as
well as lack of interest of expression and objectificatioh.
The culmination of the scene'?- the éjabulation of the
male -- was recorded, and the part of the female that he
ejaculated on was recorded (butﬁocks, face, chest, stomach),
as well as the use of any objects in sexual activity

(dildos, food items, etc).
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Intimacy was measured by the presence of face-to-face
intercourse, kissing, caressing, and whether characters

called each other by name or spoke during sexual activity.

Analysis

When the data were transferred_to data sheets for data
entry, each character in the scene was coded,.rather than
each scene. When preliminary frequehcies of the number‘of
characters in each racial category were computed, (White,
Black, Asian, Hispanic), it was found that the number of
characters in the Asian and Hispanic categories were too
small to analyze and so were recoded as missing data, thus
only Black and White characters were used in the final
analysis. In the analysis aggregate scales were created, and
these aggregate scales were used to assess dominance,
inequality, intimacy and racial indicators. The computed

scales are found in Table 2.
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TABLE 2

Computed scales lby

Dominance,sca]‘,e'>= name—éélling,\&erbal ordering, héir
pulling, physical restraint, hitting, penis slapping,
pinching, rape, forcing'submission, éoercion, other
,aéts of dominance.

Receiving dominance scale = being called names, being

verbally ordered,'havingvhair pulled, being held down,
being hit, receiving penis slaps, being pinched, being
forced to submit, being coerced, being raped,‘receiving

other acts of dominance.

Physical aggression scale = pulling hair, raping, physical
restraint, penis slapping, hitting, pinching.

Verbal aggression scale = verbal ordering, name calling,

coercion, giving racial insults.

Inequality scale = low status, lower in age, lower in role,

portrayed as exaggeratedly stupid, other indicators of

inequality.

Racial indicators scale = mention of race, racial name,
racial insult, racial compliment, exaggeratedly

stereotyped speech, stereotypicalmesic.

Intimacy scale = kissing, calling by name, careésing,
intercourse'face—to—face; talking during sexual
activity.

Submission score = performing fellatio on the knees,

receiving acts of aggression, and forced coercion.
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Racial sexual stereotype scale = characters mentioning penis
| size, character has unusually large penis.
Objectification scale = objectification and use of objects

during intercourse.
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RESULTS

Overall Percentages

In the examination of the perpetration of physical
aggression, the following percentages for more than 476
characters were found:‘8.4%_hitting, 2.9% hair pulling, 9.5%
physical restraint, 5% penis slaps, 4% pinches; When the
nohphysical acts of dominance were examined, the following
percentages were found: 3.2% of characters used coércion,
33% verbal ordering, 9.2% racial insults, and 6.3% name
calling or insults. When the indicators for intimacy were
examined: 14.3% 6f characters kissed, 28.4% used the other
character's first name, 14.1% caressed the other character,
5.3% had intercourse face to face, and 4.8% spoke to the
other character during sexual activity. 52.5% of characters
engaged in anal intercourse. Mention of penis size occurred
for 10.7% of charécters, and 14.3% of the characters were
coded as having a large‘penis. ‘Raciallcomplimentsvwere used
by 21% of characters and racial insults by 9.2% of
characters. Fellatio wés the initial sexual acti&ity for
29% of characters, 8.4% started with cunnilingus,‘and 31.7%
ofkcharacters.began:sexual activity with intercourse.
Thirty-two percent of the male characters ended the scene by
ejaculating on the female character's face or mouth.
Analysis |

Four dimensions were analyzed: dominance, inequality,
intimacy and the presence of racial stereotypes, uSing
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'SPSSPC+, For each dimension an ANOVA‘ﬁas:performed on the
aggregate scaies that measured that dimension, as well as
chi-square analyses on each variable within the dimension.
Each ANOVA was performed on.the aggregate scaiesvby race
(Black or White) and sex;ygnd_aiso by the race‘of_the
character by5the race,éf-fhé.opposite sex partnér,
‘controlling for sex. In these analyses, the coded behaviors
were those of the Blackvand White characters, not those_of_
the opposite sex partner._Chiquuare analyses‘of each |
individual indicator were fﬁh; first‘by race and sex,iand
thén’by race and by sex separately.

In Table 3, the'means,vétandard deviations, and F
values are presented’for.thevrace and sex main effects for
all analyses. In Table 4 the cross-race ihteractiohs fot
the male characters and then for\the-feﬁale characters by

the race of the opposite sex‘partner are presented.
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TABLE 3

Means, Standard Deviations and Main Effects for Aggregate

Measures by Sex and Race

Race Stereotyping

Sex

Measure Female Male
Total Agg. Given |

Mean .53 1.23

SD .83 1.39

F 45,04%%%
Total Agg. Received

Mean 1.16 .32

SD | ‘ ' 1.48 ‘.62

F v63;65***
Physical Agg. |

Mean | .09 .66

'sD .32 1.09

F 62 .54%%%
Verbal Aggression

Mean | .42 .63

SD : .66 .72

F 11.03%*%*
Inequality

Mean .33 .35‘

SD ‘ .61 .59

F | .02
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Race
Black White
.91 .81
1.20 1.15

.50
.83 .69
1.36 1.05
2.72
.40 .30
.90 .75
1.15
.55 .48
.70 .69
.94
.53 .11
.69 .34
67.23%%%



Mean
SD
F
Intimacy
Mean

SD

44

.72

.59

.62

af

.85

.69

.60

.85

.67
.34

3.95%

.75
.90
3.44+

1,473



TABLE 4

Cross Race Effects for Aggregate Measures: Means, Standard

Deviations and Interactions

Male Actors

Same Race
Measure WM-WF BM-BF

Total Aggression Given

Mean .99 ' .91
SD ’ 1.15 1.22
Interaction F 10.70%*

Total Aggression Received

Mean .30 .24
SD .57 .61

Interaction F 2.42

Physical Aggression

Mean: .45 .40
SD .77 .89
Interaction F 11.06%*

Verbal Aggression

Mean .51 .53

sD o .65 .60

Interaction F 5.36%
Inequality

Mean | ' - .07 .47

SD _ .31 .72

Interaction F ' .74
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Cross Race

WM-BF

.46

.66

.79

.88

.00

.00

BM-WF

.38

.70

.73

.75

.68
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/

Race Stereotyping

Mean .51 .67

SD o .65 .61

Interaction F 2.36
Intimacy

Mean .73

SD .96

Interaction F .09

Female Actors

Same Race

Measure WF-WM BF-BM

Total Aggression Given.

Mean .46 _ .32
SD .72 .57
Interaction F 1.03

Total Aggression Received

Mean .84 _1.05
SD 1.11 1.38
Interaction F 18.45%%%

Physical Aggression

Mean .04 .04
SD .21 .19
Interaction F .96

Verbal Aggression
Mean .35 .21

SD ' .61 .41
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.58

.97

‘Cross

WF-BM

.40

.81

.00

.00

.48

77

.43

.63

Race

BF-WM

.58

.72

.08

.27

.49

.61



Interaction F 5.45% -

Inequality
Mean .20 .35
sD | .44 .52
Interaction F .37

Race Stereotyping

Mean .54 - .68

SD ‘ .68 | .71

Interéction F _ 12.43%%%
Intimacy

Mean .64 .68

SD .86 .89

vIntéréctiOn F .04

* =p < .05 %% =p < .01 **%* = p < ,001
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.12

.44

.64

.87

.55

.93

.74

.96



Dominance

Analysés of variance were used to analyze dominance,
both the acts given and acts received by race and sex. In
this scale, both physicai aggression and verbal aggression
were included. For dominance acts given there was no
interaction or main effect for race, although there was a
significant main effect fof sex, F (1,470) = 45.04, p <
.001. Male characters were significantly more likely to
perpetrate aggressive acts than were women; the mean number
of dominance acts perpetrated by men was 1.23, SD 1.39, and
for women was .53, SD .83.

For dominance acts received there was a significant
main effect for sex with no effect for’race. A significant
interaction between race and sex was found for dominance
acts received, F (1,470) = 3.50, p< .05; Black women were
more often the recipients of dominance than were White
women, F (1,249) = 8.66, p < .05 (mean for Black women =
1.34, SD = 1.65; mean for White women = .97, SD = 1.24).
The mean number of dominant acts received for women were
1.16, and for men .32.

Dominance was also analyzed by examining the réce of
thé male and female separately by the race of the opposite
sex partner. For female characters there was no main effect
for race by the race of the male character. When dominance
acts received was examined,‘there was a significant

interaction between the race of the perpetrator and the race
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of the target; it was foﬁnd‘that Black wbmen were the
recipients of more acts of dominance by White men than by
Black men, F (1,108) = 6.78; p < .02, aﬁd‘that White women‘
were mere often.thevtargets'of domination by Black men than
by White men, F (1,91) = 14.41, p < .001. This croSS'race
interaction was also found when examining domination given
for men, with no main‘effects’of race. White men showed
more total,aggressioh toward Black women, F (1,92) = 6.48, p
< .02, and Black men showed more total eggressien toward
White women, F (1,109) = 4.13, P < .05. The results of the
analysis for dominahce given and-receivedvmay not be the
same because of the presence ef ﬁhird charaeters in scenes
that may have been perpetrating or redei?ing domihance.
Although dominence was comprised of both physical and
verbal aggression, both ofvthese scales were examined
separately. An ANOVA was performed en the computed physical
aggression scale by race and sex; there was no main effect
for race alone, nor was there.an intereetion; However,
there was a.significant main effect for'sex,‘(see Table 3
for main effects and meané) in that males were portrayed as
significantly more physically aggressive than were females.
When analysis of this scale was performed by the race of the
male perpetrator by the race ef the'female target, there was
a significant interaction, with White men more physically
aggressive toward Black women, F (1,92) = 7.18, p < .009,

and Black men more physically aggressiVe_toWard White women,
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F (1,109) = 4.65, p < .05. The incidence of rape was not
frequent enough to be analyzed; however, it should be noted
that of the five rapes, four of the‘targeté were White
women.

When verbal aggression was examined by race and sex, a
significant main effect for sex resulted, (see Table 3 for
main effects and means) with men sighificantly more verbally
‘aggressive than women; no significance waé found for race
alone nor an interactidn, p > .05. When verbal aggression
indices were examined by the race of the character by the
race of the opposite sex chéracter, an interaction was found
when looking at both men and women. The means for these
analyses are displayed in Table 4. As can‘be seen,
»\characters wére more verbally aggressive with oppoéite sex
characters who were notvof their own race. When examining
women, although Black women were found to be more verbally
aggressive toward White men than Black men F (1,108) = 8.10,
p < .005, this did not hold true for White women or for
males, ps > .05.

Inequality

Inequality was examined using ANOVAs, first by race and
sex, and then by examining the effect of réce for men and
women by the race of the opposite race partner. A main_
éffect for race was found in the analysis of race and sex
(see Table 3) in that Blacks werevportrayed as having lower

status than were Whites. 1In addition, a marginally
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significant interaction was revealed, F (1,472) = 3.69, p

<.055. Black men and women were not significantly

different, F (1,257) = 1.29, p > .05, but White women were

portrayed with mofe inequality cues than were White men,
(1,215) = 4.83, p < .03.

Each inequality indicator was examinéd using a chi-
square analysis, first by sex and race followed by an.
anélysis by sex alone and then by race alone. The first
of analyses revealed that Black women performedrfellatid
their knees more often than did White women (White women

53.1%, Black women = 68.3%), X2(1¢N=264) = 5.23, p <.02.

F

set

on

White women (43%) had their faces ejaculated upon more often

than did Black women (28%), X° (1,N=252) = 6.25, p <.05,

especially by White men (42% of White men as opposed to 23%

of Black men), X2 (1,N=122) = 5.05, p <.05. Black women

were treated as objects more often by White men than by

Black men (34% vs 17%);'X?(1;N=122) = 4.44, p <.05, and

White women were treated as objects more by Black men than

by White men (40% vs 19%), X2 (1,N=82) = 3.91, p <.05.

No differences were foundfin the types of sexual acts

performed nor was there a differential frequency or order of

sexual acts, ps > .05.

Intimacy

Intimacy was examined by race and sex using analyses of

variance. A marginally significant main effect for race

was

found, with Blacks scoring as lower on intimacy than Whites,

51



"as well as a marginally'significant\interaction, F (1,472) =
3.13, p‘< .08,bindicating'that Black men were shown to
demonstraté few acts of intimacy than did White men, F
’(1,222) = 6.47, p < .02. No difference was found beﬁween
White and Black women. When this scale was analyzed looking
at males by the'race'of'malés by the race of their partnef,
a significaht effect for,réce was found, F (1, 202) = 6.59,
p‘< ;62} the mean intimacy score for White men was .81, SD
.99, and the‘mean score for Black men was .54, SD .82). No
effects or interactions were found when the scale was |
‘analyzed using the race of women and the race of their
partner, p > .05.
The Presence of Racial Stereotypes

The presence of racial stereotypes'was assessed using
an ANOVA, looking at race and sex. A significant:main
effect for race was found, indicating that thére was racial
stereotyping in thé presence of Black»éharacters (seé Table
3 for main effects and'méahé); | |

When the analysis wés‘péffOrmed using ﬁhe race‘ofﬂ\
females by the race of their male partners a éignificant
interaction was found, F (1,92) = i0.76,'pv% .001,“ |
indicating that more racial stereotyping occurred when White
women were with Black men than when they were with White
men. However, when looking at Black wdmen; racial
stereotyping was not dependent on the racé of their partner,

p > .10. When the computed racial scale was examined by the
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race of the male by the race of the female partner, a
significant main effect for race was fohnd, F (1,202) =
7.95, p < .005. More racial stereotypes were found with
Black men (.84) than with White men (.53) and no interaction
was fouhd.

The racial stereotype of the Black man being portrayed
as having a large penis was assessed and was significant
(White men = 3.4 %, Black men = 21.6%), X° (1, N=224) =
14.82, p<.001. The mention of having a large penis was not

found to be significant, p > .05.
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DISCUSSION

There are severallconcluéions that_éan be drawn from
the results of thisvcdntent ahalysis. One is that there are
definite indicators of sexism and racism in pornography, and
another is that there is an effect for these two aspects
‘when they are combined that is qualitatively different from
either feature alone.

The sexisﬁ in pornography has been demonstfated
(Cowan et al., 1988), and this is corroborated by thé
present research. Men weré more dominating, physically
aggressive and verbally égqressive than‘were women. ’Women’
were the recipients of this aggression and d6mination. This
supports the prediction that women would be'subofdinate to
men physically and Verbally;'_The prediction that they would
be lower in status, however, was not supported. This
validates, in part, Diamond's (1980) viewpoint that one of
the major functionsvof pornography ié to express norms abéut
male domination and female sUbbrdihatioh. However, the more
active dominance/submissioﬁ‘Was gender-differentiated but
not the less obvious status‘ihdicators:

One of the purposes of this content analysis was tp
assess the manner in which race.is ﬁortrayed in pornography
and to look at its explicit and implicit messages cohcerning
ethnicity. Pornography contaihs an explicit message
concerning race; for example, Blacks are shown as less equal

and less intimate then Whites. It reinforces racial sexual
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stereotypes (i.e., the idea offfhe "big biack buck",!who‘is
prodigiously sekually endowed and emotionally detached).
More racial indicators were present in a scene when Black
women were present‘than any other character.

This content analysis addresses two issues. The first
is the question of racism in pornography, the other is
Whether there is a difference in the way that Black men and
women are treated in pornography.‘ The first is the
- difference between Blacks and Whites, whereas the other
‘refers to the combined effects of racism and sexism. The
implicit messages about race are inextricgbly intertwined
-with those about sex. When many of the aggregate scales
were used, the result of the analysis was depéndent upon the
race and sex of both of the characters involved. Fof
example, when examining doﬁinance, women were dominated by
men, but Black wbmen werevmost dominated.bvahite men and
White women were most dominated by Black men. White women
received more physicaily aggressive acts when with Black men
énd Black women were the recipient of aggression more often
when they were with White men, and both sexes weré more
verbally aggressive when with a partﬁer not of their own
race. Black men were shown as similar to White men to the
extent that they wére more aggressive than women. The
difference was in to whom they were aggressive. Thefe was
an effect for racism and sexism that is more than the sum of

its parts.
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There is a difference betweehvthe~depiotion of White
vwomen and Black women, ahd’bétween Black men and White mén.
Whether this.difference is'quélitative Or'quantitatiﬁe is
debatablé. Women are dominated in pornooraphy,‘but Black
woﬁen are more SO,.especially‘when they are having sex with
Whitevmen. Women Were‘subjeoted‘to physical and verbal
aggression, but Blaok womén received'more acts of physioal
and verbal aggression‘(With the exception'of hair pulling)
than did>White women;‘Blscks were shown as lower in
equality, the greateSt‘difference was betwsen Black men ‘and |
White men. |

One possible interpretation of the prssent findings is .
that racism is expresséd differentially by sex. Perhaps it
is not possible to separate’sex from'rrace, but it may be
necsssary to look at the point‘where the two intersect.
Hooks (1990) sees racism and sexism as. 1nterlock1ng systems
of domination that maintain: ‘each other-—— “a view supported
by the present flndlngs.b :

In this‘study, intimacy wés examined becaﬁse it was
conceptualized as the flip'sids’of‘domihahce ahd'ineqoslity.j
The fact that Black men soored lowest on intimscy measures
shows the reduced humanlty of Black men in pornography -
they are not shown as people, but as sex machlnes, even more
so than other characters. As little intimacy as there is in
pornography, Black men are shown as devoid of this

humanizing element."Biaok men may not be violated, but they
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can be brutalized nonetheiess; Possibly the Black man is
'shoﬁn as not quite human Because, according to Hoch (1979);
the Black man embodies the pestial in White male sexuality,
as well as the fear of the loss of masculinify. Perhaps, as
prqposed by Dworkin (1989) the depiction of the Black man's
sexuality as subhuman justifies his oppréssion.
| There afe many possible explanations for the cross-race
effecf, but they are‘ali purely speculative. The hiétory of
slavery in this‘country provides an ihférpretative context
for Black female-White maie'interactions. One supposition
here is that race exaggerates sex roles in pornography.
. Women are dominated, but‘Biack women are particularly so.
Men are shown as emotiohally detached, but Black men are
particularly so. One possible reason for the cross-race
effect may be that‘it is an expression of interracial
hostility. Another is that when one engages in a
"forbidden" relationship, fhe participanﬁs;lésé'the
protectioniof society, and the doorsbare opened for other
non-sanctioned acts. Itimaysbé’that Blaék‘woﬁen as being
the lowest in status and value are more domihated,ubutvfor,
White women domination and aggreésion may'bevseen as a
punishment for having sex with a Black man. It is
conceivable that thé Black man serves vicariously as the
punisher of erring White women.

Questions that musf be asked when looking at the

results of this study are what are the functions of"
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pornography in general, and racist pornography specificélly?
This is an impdrtant question, and one that is beyond the
scope of this study. Research has yeﬁ to examine the appeal
of racist pornography or of the role ethnicity in
pornography. If one questions the functions of pornography,
one must ask its consumers -- predominantly middle-aged,
middle-class, married White men (Commission on Obscenity and
Pornography, 1970). Kimmer (1990) states that the purpose |
of pornography is sexual arousal. If this is true, what is
the purpose of racist pornography? One possibility that it
functions to reinforce racial and sexual stereotypes. Brod
(1990) proposes that

The purpose of pdrnography is to obliterate specific

differences among people in order to achieve a standard

uniformity in the objects of desire ... (p.194).
If it is true that the portrayal of the Black man is based
on the threat to a White man's masculinity (Hoch, 1976),
this description could apply to the objects of fear as well.
Steinberg (1990) asserts that in order to be effective,
pornography must address men's fears; fears of sexual
scarcity, rejection, undesirability and performance.
Perhaps the racism in pornography is a reflection of those
sexual fears, both sexual and racial. It has béen proposed
that pornography functions as a bond between men (Hooks,
1990; Santiago, 1990). Given the present findings of clear

inequality between Black and White men in pornography, the

nature of this bond is an interesting one.
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The present study had methodological flaws that should
be commented upon; some ére correctablé, and someﬁare
inherent in the material studied and the uée of qontent
analyses. The firstbis‘that there were éome indicators
which were'only analyzed as absencé/presence, and did not
take into account the aétdr, speaker or recipient of actions
or words. For example, theﬁvariable‘of mentioning race was
inténded to measure thé instances inSWhich a non-White
chargcter used an exaggerated, stereotyped:manner 6f'épee¢h
or dialect. When'thié>vafiab1e was examined by race, there
were Whites that were codedlas having steréotyped speech.
Such errors could‘have been avoided'by‘having coders attend
morextrainihg sessions. Unfbrtunateiy, if tﬁe doders were
nbt clear about the,fuhctiohvof an ihdicatof,_this was not
‘known until the data had been‘analyzed. “This could have
been avoided by running a preliminaryvahaleis after a
certain amount of data had been cdllected; or>by héving
recurring reliabilitj méa$uréments.i;: o |

Theré are two difficulties in this study that_cou;d not
~ be controlled. One was thé néture of'ﬁhé data éollection;“:”’
and one was the nature of fhé_daté.collecfedl antent; ”i
analyses can be vefy‘time—consuming, detailed and tediéus -
this increases the cﬁances éf rater error.' In addition, |
pornography is difficult to view objectively. 2Zillmann
(1989) found the effects of prolonged and massive éxposure

to pornography were sexual callousness and a decrease in
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compassion toward women in general (in his étudy subjécté
- were exposed to four or five sessions of viewing
pornography; coders in this study were expésed to more than
three times as many). It seems possible that the effect was
similar for’codefs. Although coders were aware of this
» possibility, there were those who expressed disméy at their
level of desenéitization, and this may have influenced the
findings somewhat.

thure areas of study should include content analyses
with characters of other ethnicities, especially Asians, as
they seem to be fairly common subjects in pornography.
Another potentially important area of research is looking at
~how meh are portrayed in pornography. Men in pornography
research have been; for the most part, relegated the status
of spectators, but as Kimmel (1990) states,

Although most pornographic images are of women,

pornography is, at its heart, about men. ... It is

about women as men want them to be, and about our own

sexual selves as we would like to be (p.13).
Although Cowan and Dunn (1991) have examined what men find
degrading to women‘in pornogfaphy, it seems reasonable to
-find what men themselves find degrading, how they perceive
men in pornography, and what effects pornography have on
them as men. As Brod (1990) submits, pornography distorts
men's self-images. Zillmann and Bryant (1990) note that the
effects of massive exposure to standard pornography on men
may include diséppointment with sexual reality and a

lessening of commitment to extended relationships. Further,
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if men internalize the image bf women - as hypersexual and
nondiscriminatihg, Viewers‘may‘come to distrust their
partner's sexual_fidelity: |

... As distrust growé andvcarihg-diminishes, it is the

thing called 'love' that is being undermined.

Pornography thus might not only victimize women, but --

through the erosion of love =-- harm men as well.

(Zillmann & Bryant, 1990, p. 216) :

Another area that merits further investigatibn is how
non-White communities view pornography. Staples (1990)
proposes that Blacks have traditionally had a more
naturalistic attitude toward sexuality and that the Black
community sees objections to pornography as a continuation
of the White male's traditional double standard and
paternalism. He states that the Black community's‘laCk of
involvement in the antipornography movement is because they
do not find attractive the idea that women are "exploited by
showing their nude bOdies or engaging in heterdsexual
intercourse" (p. 112). It méy be that-thé pdssible‘effects
of pornography are mediated by commuhity standards and
perceptions. A final question left unanswered is the extent
to which pornographic images either mirror or mold behavior.
Perhaps it is not an either/or propositibn, as Tucker (1990)

submits, it may be that

Ideas and images have consequences: they do not merely
reflect reality, they also help to shape it (p.268).
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>Appendix A.

Categorbeefinitions and Examples of'Coded-Behavior |
Scene changes: the scene'changes‘whenbthe seﬁtinq.changes.
If ahother charactef enters the scene it is not a change.
Thcvscene changes thp the male ejaculatcs or when there is
a shift to a totally‘hifférent scéne.‘

Clothihg: animal prin%s, tribal make-up, raciai jewelry
(lion's claw necklaceafetcj, anything,stereotypical such as
costumes. ‘

Stereotyped behaviors% any stereotyped behavior (practicing
Vcodoo), role behavio#s (pimp, Mr. Cool, rapper), food
(fried chicken, water%elon).

Mgglg: jungle drums, %ap, gospel.

Setting: African_prop% (shield, speafs), animal—skin‘rugs.:
Expressive noises: Noise has to be salient.  The person

makes exaggerated or animalistic noises.

‘InexDressive: if the éerson_is exaggeratedly inexpressive,
detached, withdrawn d&ring cexﬁal aCtiVity, Can include the
person wearing props such as sunglasses, hoods.

Closeups: if you can sée‘thé veins on a penis or if the
genitalia take up the cntire_screen. |

Physical aggression:'ihcludes penis slaps;'aisc note if the

woman's légs are held down.

Submission: initial resistance, final capitulation.
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Intimacy: kissing, intercourse when there is some expression
of mutuality, or when there is something more than a genital
focus or orientation.

Color of skin: code relative darkness of Black characters'

skin.

Fellatio on the knees: the woman must clearly be on her

knees.
Coercion: offering threats or inducements to engage in

sexual activity. This could be threats, money, drugs.
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Appendix B.
Coding Sheet : ,
Name of movie ’ _ ’ , Scene#

Characters 1) » 2)

_Coder

3)

Who‘initiates

Domination:

Name calling

Verbal ordering

hitting

hair pulling

holding down
(physical restraint)

Rape

other (describe)

Submission
(initial resistance)

Coercion
(threats or inducements)

dominance clothing/props

Inequality:

Status (occupation)

age

acts stupid

other (describe)
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characters 1__ 2

" race:

Skin color

~_mention of race -

_ racial name

‘racial insult =

racial compliment -

mention of "big"

'largér'than avg penis’ |

‘racial or other
~.clothing cues

color of clothing

virginal

whore-looking:

music

 setting

‘sex act ,
,fellatio first

cunnilingus first

intercourse first

anal sex

Expressive noises




Characters — 1)_

lack of‘interestf*,ﬁQ
or expression -

'_'6bjectification 1 ﬁf

semen face -

semen stomach

‘semen bﬁtto¢ks‘!;””“ 

 use”bf‘obje¢£S '

- iﬂtimacy:,.]

kissing

name =

_caressing

intercourse
face to face

comments:
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