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ABSTRACT

The study measured how attribution of responsibility for

rape is influenced by Locus of Control, Attitudes toward

Women, and gender. Subjects included 103 female and 53 male
junior college volunteers taken from introductory psychology

and sociology classes. Each subject read a rape depiction

and completed a four part questionnaire. The questionnaire
included Rotter's (1966) Locus of Control scale, Spence &
Helmreich's (1978) Attitudes toward Women scale, Burt's (1980a)
Rape Myth Acceptance scale, and a measure assessing respondent's
beliefs and responsibility attributions concerning the rape
depiction. Attribution of responsibility was analyzed by a

2 (Locus of Control) x 2 (Attitudes toward Women) x 2 (gender)
analysis of variance. Results showed that differences in

Locus of Control and gender do not significantly effect
attribution of responsibility. However, significant differences
occurred between the traditionality groups. Non-traditional
persons attributed significantly more responsibility to the
rapist when compared with traditonal subjects. Within the
non-traditional group, a main effect for gender occurred with
females attributing more responsibility to the male actor than
their male counterparts. Multiple regression analysis performed
indicated that perceived victim provocativeness and rapist

16 4 §
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force level are the best predictors of attribution of
responsibility for rape. The results suggest that more
accurate predictions of behavior may be derived from the
analysis of relevant beliefs as compared with more general

(characteristic) attitudes and personality traits.
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THE EFFECTS OF LOCUS OF CONTROL,
ATTITUDES TOWARD WOMEN AND GENDER ON

ATTRIBUTION OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR RAPE

The legal profession appears to have long understood
that rape is not purely a sexual act but, in many cases, an
assault using sex as a weapon. Section 263 of the California
Penal Code (Deering, 1980, p. 52), enacted in 1872, states,
"The essential guilt of rape consists in the outrage to the
person and feelings of the victim... ." Despite the lengthy
history of enlightened legal opinion, the judiciary has not
offered protection or redress for many rape victims. The
major problem hampering the administration of justice appears
to be the determination of who, an alleged victim or offender,
is telling the truth. In making such determinations, judges
and juries invoke personal beliefs and attitudes. Such concepts
may distort the reality of the alleged criminal situation and
therefore the nature of evidence. The present study addresses
the issue of how personal attitudes influence perceptions and
therefore judgments about characters in a rape depiction.
The objectives of the current research are: 1) to examine
some of the beliefs which underlie attribution of responsibility
for rape; and 2) to determine if particular attitudes or

personality traits influence judgments in attributing respon-



sibility toward the characters in a rape depiction;

Demographic Statistics Concerning the Crime of Rape

Rape is the most rapidly increasing érime in America
today. The United States Department of Justice publication
"Cfime in the United States” reported 76,000 offenses of
vforcibie rape in 1979 (Uniform Crimé Reports, 1979). Griffin
(1971) estimated that only ten percent of rape‘offenses-are
reported. If this is true, there were more cases of rape
ih 1979 thaﬁ the sum of both aggravated assault and murder.
Law enforcement administration has recognized rape as the
moat under reported crime (Uniform Crime Reports, 1979).
Offiéials assumed that the victim's fear of offendervrepriSal
and embarrassment over the‘nature of the attack causés the
low report rate. |

Amir (1967) reported that thirty—three percent of rape
offenders were classified as undetected. This means that
the police could not attribute the recorded offenseato an
identifiablé offender. O0Of all aault males arrested for
-forcible rape in 1977, only thirty-one percent were”proseéuted
and found guilty (Uniform Crime Repérts, 1977). Only forty-
eight percent of the total number of rapes reported in 1979
to law enforcement agencies were "cleared by arrest or
exceptional means" (Uniform Crime Reports, 1979, pp. 14).
Clearance by arrest was defined as "at leastAone person was

arrested, charged and presented to the court for prosecution”



(Uniform Crime Reports, 1979, pp. 2). Exceptional means
was defined as when some element beyond police control pre-
cluded the physical arrest of the offender.

Rape is beginning to receive the attention it deserves.
However, rape victims are still treated unjustly by the
public and the criminal justice system; the media continue
to romanticize violent sexual behavior, and more alleged

rapists are released than convicted for the offense.

Amir's Early Sociological Research

The complicated nature of the crime of rape has caused
numerous investigations. One of the earliest and most thorough
was done by Menachem Amir (1967) in Philadelphia. His results
and conclusions are thought to be racially biased because
of the unrepresentative nature of the Philadelphia population
(i.e., there was a higher percentage of Blacks in Philadelphia
than in the average American city). However, even if his
data are not universally valid, his results are still of
interest.

Amir (1967) found that in eighty-two percent of rape
cases the offender and victim lived in the same geographic
area. When he correlated ecological patterns with race
and age factors, he determined forceful rape was an intraracial
act between victims and offenders who were at the same age
level and who were geographically bound.

According to Amir (1967), the number of forcible rapes



tended to increase during the summer months. The month
of August has tended to present the highest rape incident
rate recently (Uniform Crime Reports, 1979).

Forcible rape was also found to be significantly
associated with days of the week and hours of the day.

Amir (1967) stated that the highest concentration of rapes,
fifty-three percent, occured on weekends; Saturday was the
peak day. He plotted a distribution of rape by hours of
the day and found that the top "risk" hours were between
8:00 p.m. and 2:00 a.m. with almost half of the rapes
reported occuring between these hours. The highest
fregency of the crime occured on Fridays between the hours
of 8:00 p.m. and 12:00 a.m.

Amir ( 1967) reported that the movement of the crime
was mainly from outside to inside. When the meeting place
was outside or at one of the participants' residences, the
offense took place there. The automobile became the location
of the rape for persons who were better acquainted and more
intimate. The most dangerous meeting places were the
street and residence of the victim or offender. 1In thirty-
three percent of the cases investigated, the offender met
the victim at and committed the offense in the victim's
residence.

Victim-offender relationships were defined as "primary

in forty-eight percent of Amir's (1967) cases. A "primary"



relationship suggests that the participants know each other
and have some level of intimacy. When the types of primary
contacts were further divided into "acquaintanceships" and
"more intimate contacts," the former consisted of thirty-
four percent and the latter fourteen percent of all types
of victim-offender relationships.

Amir (1967) found that there was a direct relationship
between the amount of physical force used against the victim
and quality of the victim-offender relationship; the closer
the relationship the more force was used in the assault. His
results indicated that neighbors and acquaintances were the
most dangerous offenders; they tended to brutilize their

victims.

Historical Trends

A chronological examination of the rape literature
indicates a definite trend in society's reevaluation of the
crime. Prior to 1965, very little was written on the
subject. From 1965 to 1968, the literature focused on the
of fender and the unjust system that falsely accused and
convicted him. Public sympathy was with the offender, thus
placing the onus for the attack on the victim.

In 1968, the woman's liberation movement and the
revival of feminism brought a new perspective to the problem
of rape. Women became angry enough to initiate actions to

stop the injustice they saw. The feminist movement provided



the necessary impetus to gain increased rights for rap
victims through legislative reforms, public education,
improved methods of hospital treatment for sexual assault
victims, supportive counseling programs, rape crisis centers,
and self defense courses (Kemmer, 1977).

The decade of the seventies saw the implementation
of social, political and legal forces which caused the public
to question its preconceived assumptions about rape.
Examples of these actions are: 1971 - New York Radical
Feminists held "Speakout on Rape"; 1972 - first rape crisis
center in the United States opened in Washington, D.C.;
1973 - first rape crisis center opened in southern California;
1974 - Burgess and Holmstrom study outlining the "rape trauma
syndrom" was published; 1975 - United States Congress enacted
legislation to establish a National Center for the Prevention
and Control of Rape; 1976 - California eliminated cautionary
instruction to juries serving in criminal rape trials regarding
testimony from sexual assault victims; 1977 - Judge Simonson
of Wisconsin was recalled from office after ruling that a
fifteen year old boy was reacting "normally" to a sexually
permissive society when he raped a classmate; 1978 - Congress
passed a bill prohibiting introduction of a victim's sexual
history in cases of rape or attempted rape; 1979 - the Mori
bill, which broadens the rape code to include sexual assault

by one's spouse, passed in California (The Delphi, January, 1980).



'There is today a n”tlcable Shlft 1n the focus of rape llter~'yf_

ature. The VlCtlm lS now the re01p1ent of benef1c1al legls—'

‘ lative'and soc1alhreform,

'vDeflnltlons of Rape

In general rape refersvto forced sexual 1ntercourse.“
However, legal deflnltlons of rape are more precrse 1nu -
"spe01fy1ng exactly what type of sexual 1ntercourse constltutes
rape. In ‘some" jurlsdlctlons, only forced vaglnal 1ntercourse
-;quallfles as - rape (e g., 1n Callfornla) forced oral cooulatlon
b,and anal 1ntercourse are 1dent1f1ed as oral sex perverSLOn |
‘and sodomy, respectlvely (Deerlng s Callfornla Penal Code,‘
1980)v In other jurlsdlctlons (e. g., Washlngton state),"rape.
is 1nterpreted more broadly to 1nclude oral and anal 1nter—
mcourse (Feldman Summers, 1976) |

Restrlctlng the deflnltlon of rape to vaglnal penetratlon
1mp11es that sexual assaults 1nvolv1ng oral or anal contacts
fare less serlous than those 1nvolv1ng vaglnal 1ntercourse
' However, if the 1mpact of such an assault on the v1ct1m 1s.,
ycon51dered there would seem to be little reason to assume
rthat such dlstlnctlons are lmportant.,:” | |

Klemmark and Klemmark (1976),‘1n examlnlng the soc1al :
]deflnltlon of rape among women, found that the normatlve
standardS"as-to what constltutes rape arevfalrly con51stent‘

- with ‘the legal code deflnltlons. :HoWeyer,‘Variations’betweenf

sexually assaultlve 51tuatlons caused dlsagreement as to



whether rape had in fact occurred. For example, ninety
percent of their subﬁects defined the séxuéivassault and
beating Qf.a‘woman.in a parkiﬁg lot‘aé rape. However, only
twenty pércent of this population was certain that a crime
had occurred when rape allegations were brought against a
respectable bachelor. The Klemmark's research also indicated
a positive relationship between socioeconomic.status, educa-
tional level and respondent tendenciesvto define situations:
as rape. A woman's occupational status, or the occupational
status of her husband, positively correlated with her tendency
to define rape in a legally consistent fashion. Resulfs of |
the Klemmark's research suggest that given the current social
definition of rape, conviction of an alleged rapist would be
difficult.

It appears that both legal and social definitions of
rape tend to be obscurred by the circumstances which surround
the incident. The ambiguous nature Qf the crime is probably
what prompted Sir Matthew Hale, a seventeenth century‘jurist,
to write, "Rape is a detestable crime...but it must be remem-
bered, that it is an accusation easily made and hard tb prove,
and harder to be defended against by the party accused, tho
never so innocent" (Schwendinger, 1974, p. 24). Even with
legal definitions of rape varying from state to state and
’social judgments of the crime varying undef the influence of

the crime's circumstances, the main issue generally addressed



in a court of law is the guilt or innoczsnce of the alleged
rapist (Did he forcefully violate his victim?).

Evidence for successful prosecution normally includes:
1) lack of victim consent; 2) actual or threatened force in
the commission of the act; and 3) sexual penetration. The
existence of medical evidence is critical and often focuses
on indications of struggle (e.g., cuts and/or bruises) and
the presence of sperm in the victim (Growth & Burgess, 1977).
Such physical evidence is not always available. The absence
of practical signs may be due to the victim's successful
resistance and/or the sexual dysfunction of the offender.
Without physical evidence, the determination of guilt becomes
a maore abstract and tenuous task.

Bomer's (1974) study of judges' attitudes toward rape
victims is pertinent in respect to judicial considerations
in cases of rape. Judges interviewed for the study appeared
to divide rape cases into three catagories according to the
degree of victim credibility. First were those cases with
a "genuine victim" and which presented no problem in identify-
ing the circumstances as forcible rape. The actions were
usually supported by practical evidence (e.g., semen samples,
bruises on the victim's body), and most involved a brutal
attack by a total stranger on an unsuspecting victim. The
second situational type involved "consensual intercourse."

The judges believed that these victims were "asking for it"
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(e.g., a pickup from a bar). Judges described this action

in a variety of ways: felonious gallantry, friendly rape,

and assault with failure to please. The third classification,
"female vindictiveness," was defined by judges as a woman's
attempt to get even with a man (e.g., her husband or boyfriend) .

Some agreement exists between persons, private and judicial,
in assessing sexual assault by a stranger as rape, especially
when there is physical evidence. 1In situations labeled by
the magistrates as consensual intercourse and felonious gallan-
try, it appears as if a reasonable doubt of the alleged
offender's guilt exists prior to the presentation of evidence.
This doubt is directed toward the testimony of the alleged
victim, a woman.

Kirkpatrick (1977) related that a well known and respected
anthropologist, Barbra Meyerhoff, reported that women's testi-
mony in court is not given the same credibility as males'.

The myth that women are less credible apparently stems from

the misconception that females are generally fanciful, illogical,
suggestible and subject to emotional fluctuations which limit
their cognitive functioning. According to the anthropologist,

these prejudices are engrained in all aspects of our culture.

Cultural Sex Role Expectations and Myths about Rape

Studies such as Amir's (1967) have prompted other
researchers to question social values as possible cause for

forcible rape. Girls have been socialized to be subtle and
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indirect (Schultz. 1975). They are taught that they must
act passively, be non-competitive (especially with males),
unstable, emotional, unreliable, and given to intuition rather
than logic (Findlay, 1974). Feminine sexual modesty is
designed to communicate non-availability for sexual inter-
action. Immodest acts (e.g., hichiking) have heen viewed

as failures to manage an impression of restraint and there-
for invalidate the impression of feminine sexual reserve.
Judgments concerning such behavior in victims of rape appear
closely related to normative standards (stereotypes) for
appropriate sex role behavior.

Such standards place the woman in a double bind. On one
hand she is to present herself as passive, sexually uninterested
and innocent and, on the other, as flirtatious, seductive
and sexually proficient (Klemmark & Klemmark, 1976). According
to the Klemmark's, our society trains its women to be attractive
and beautiful. 1Intelligence, aggressiveness, and creativity
are viewed as unfeminine. Therefore, women have been taught
to downgrade these personality attributes and present them-
selves as appealing, potential mates. Weis and Borges (1973)
suggested that the socialization process of males and females
legitimizes rape. When the female is expected to be weak,
passive and dependent and the male must appear as strong,
active and self sufficient, the stage is set for victimization

of the woman. Rape can therefore be appraised as a logical
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extension of a cultural perspective that defines women as
the passive possessions of men. Males are viewed as impulsive
and in possession of an overwhelming sexual need (Findlay, 1974).
Such masculine characteristics, and the culture which supports
them, place emphasis on physical and sexual prowness, tough-
ness, exploitation, shrewdness, manipulativeness and thrill-
seeking.
Goode (1969) conceptually aligns the aggressive male
and dependent female roles and hypothesizes that a reciprocal
failure to communicate because of role expectations may cause
males to press a resistant woman for sexual favors. The
misunderstanding stems from the man's assumption that women
only present as unwilling sexual partners for fear of appear-
ing unrespectable. The woman, contrastingly, believes that
the events leading to a particular moment in their relation-
ship have established mutually agreed upon limits of sexual
intimacy as well as a trust that her rejection will be accepted.
Other societal belief systems, especially misconceptions,
have been suggested as exacerbating the problem of understand-
ing and reducing sexual assaults. Burt (1980a) revealed a
complex of attitudes that appear rape-supportive; included
in these attitudes are rape myths define€d as stereotypical,
prejudicial, or false beliefs about rape, rape victims, and
rapists. Such beliefs are assumed to cause antagonistic

feelings toward rape victims. Examples of rape myths are:
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1) only'bad girls get raped; 2) any healthy woman can resist
if she really wants to; ,3) women ask to be raped; 4) women
cry rape only when they have been jilted or have something

to cover up; and 5) fapista'are sex starved, insane or both.
Burt (in press) also reperte thatyfhe general public's
adherende toerape thhology'affects the breath or narrowness
of rape definitions.

Acéofding fo findiay (1974), the greatest rape myth is
that women really desire it. For Findlay, such an assﬁmption
is congruent with the belief that women generally seek male
domination and therefore dependent roles. Amir (1967) ahtici—
pated Findlay and Burt by‘emphasizing that the characteristics
of rape refute the claim that women consciously wish to be
victimized.

Another popular misconception suggests that the incidence
of rape would decline if prostitution were legalized. In
Nevada, where there is legal prostitution, the forcible rape
rate per 100,000 population is greater than in California
where prostitution is illegal (Uniform Crime Reports, 1979).
The belief that the males who are responsiblevfor most sex
crimes would defuse their sexual energy with a prostitute is
false , as reflected in the statistics for the city of Gary,
Indiana where there were 95 complaints of sex crimes in 1941,
81 in 1948 and only 69 in 1949 when the houses of prostitution

were closed (Kensie, 1950).



“:,The:helieffth “:ape cannot bevperpetrated byvone manv
'lalone on an'adult woman of good health is also a mlsconceptlon.
f(Plascowe, 1962 Mead 1963) - In most cases men are phy51callyf
stronger‘than women and‘raplsts tendvto,take_advantagelof

of

‘_thls fact.‘

Rape 1s not a reactlon to the demographlc straln‘of
'”sex—marltal 1mbalances (Amlr;_l967) The sex ratlo theory
was developed by Hans von Hentlg 1n an attempt to explaln the
cause of rape (von.Hentlg,‘l951)» He belleved that the scar— .
city of one sex would cause the other to behave 11ke-'immoralf
‘]1 beasts. Schwendlnger (1974), llke Amir, related that studies
attempting to test the'von Hentig hypothesis have failed.to*.
find significant ev1dence of its explanatory value.

The assumptlon that rape is malnly a dead end street or
‘dark alley event has also proven to be 1nva11d Rape frequently
occursirn places where the v1ct1ms‘and offender 1n1t1ally
imeet’(Amir, 1967)v iThis myth has caused persons to‘judge.
‘situations which are not congruent w1th the 1mage of the
rapist ' jumplng out of the shadows as worthy of skept1c1sm.
Klemmark and Klemmark (1976) report that respondents look for
alnterpretatlons other than rape in such 1nc1dents._ Often
such appraisals reflect the view that the woman contrlbuted
to the sexual assault. Flndlay (l974) related the 1mportance
’of dispellihg‘the notion that rapiSts.are always sex maniacs.

She reported that in many such cases a potential rapist is-
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likely to be known by the victim.

Recent Research on Factors Influencing Attribution of
Responsibility Toward Rape in Simulation Studies.

As previously noted, the substantiation of forcible
rape is often difficult and numerous presumptions affect
the judicial process of attributing responsibility. Pepitone
(1975) reported that among these attitudes are those concerned
with discounting of responsibility by persons assigned the
task of deducing an alleged rapist's guilt. Such issues as
the level of force used by the accused, the level of resistance
offered by the victim, and the nature of the participants'
previous association (i.e., whether they were strangers or
intimate friends) are elements which tend to influence how
others assess an alleged offender's responsibility.

Krulewitz (1977) studied responsibility attributions as
a function of force used by a rapist, sex of respondent, and
sex role attitudes. She determined that the certainty of
subjects' perceptions of assault increased with evidence of
increased increments of force. The Klemmarks' (1976) research
is consistent with these findings and states that respondents
are willing to acknowledge a situation as rape providing that
there are fairly evident indications that the victim had no
control over the event. Another analysis of Krulewitz's
data indicated that increases in force produced greater

certainty of rape in women with traditional sex-role beliefs,
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whereas profeminist women saw the incident as rape at all
force levels. A similar relationship did not emerge for
male subjects. There was no force effect for rape certainty
ratings between profeminist and antifeminist males; males
were certain that rape had occurred independent of force
level or sex-role attitudes. Krulewitz assumed that gender
‘attenuated the effects of sex-role attitudes because males
are unlikely to be victims.

Tolor's (1975) research on the level of resistance
presented by rape victims during assaults indicates sex
stereotypic bias on the part of subjects. He determined
that women appear to be less physical (i.e., less willing
to become physically defensive) than men in their preferred
style of defensive tactics against a rape attempt. Nash
and Krulewitz (1977) found that men attribute less and women
more responsibility to a rape victim who forcefully resists
her attacker. They hypothesized that males view the resisting
victim as raped in spite of her resistance and females
perceive the resisting victim as being raped because of her
resistance.

L'Armand and Pepitone (1977) found that male respondents
tend to perceive all rapes, where the rapist and his victim
are not strangers, as warranting reduced sentences. Women
tended to be much more discriminative and did not judge all

rape situations alike; women recommended sentences proportional
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to the extent of the victim's and rapist's previous involve-
ment. Similarly, Klemmark and Klemmark (1976) found that
the chance that a given situation will be defined as rape
varied inversely with the degree of interpersonal relation-
ship between the assailant and his victim. They stated
that between forty and fifty percent of their respondents
were certain that a sexual assault had occurred if the victim
and rapist were previously acquainted. However, in cases
where the assailant was a stranger at least seventy-five
percent of the respondents believed a rape had occurred.
The Klemmarks' research did not address the issue of gender
difference in the perception of degree of acquaintanceship.
Subjective evaluations by jurors on actions and issues
such as force and resistance and the nature of acquaintance
add to the problem of determination of guilt in rape trials.
It seems logical to assume that evaluations of evidence are
influenced by personal attitudes which tend to bias judgment.
Such attitudes are brought into court and therefore exist
prior to trial. These underlying attitudes which bias
judgmer.t toward evidence appear amenable to assessment.
It is for this reason that the proposed research addresses
the question: 1Is it possible to predict a respondent's
attribution of responsiblity toward a rapist or rape victim

using scores on the Locus of Control and Attitudes toward

Women scales? If such assessment techniques can accurately
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determine a person's bias in attributing responsibility
toward actors in a ficticious rape depiction, a better
understanding of what attitudes affect attribution of

responsibility for rape will exist.

Background Information on Measures Employed

Locus of Control (I-E) was defined by Rotter (1966)
as an individual's perception of reward contingencies.
According to Rotter, persons differ in their generalized
expectancies for rewards in that some tend to view rein-
forcement acquisition as a skill where others view it as
a chance factor. These viewpoints are labeled internal and
external, respectively. An Internal person's view of himself
is as responsible for the consequences cf his behavior.
Externals, on the other hand, tend to attribute their outcome
to luck, external forces, or other people. As the act of
forcible rape is a negative reinfcrcement or consequence,
a notable difference between internal and external populations
in attribution of responsibility to the crime's actors should
exist. This assumption is based on the notion that subjects
will identify with the characters of the rape depiction. If
such identification occurs, respondent Locus of Control bias
should be reflected through the expectations manifest in
their attribution of responsibility scores.

Generally, if internals project their attributions of

responsibility onto the same-sex actor, internal males



should see the raplst as more‘respon31ble and lnternalv

females should see. the female v1ct1m as more blameworthy

-than the ‘same . gender external groups.' ThlS expectatlon mayt~

be modlfled by the 1nfluence of sex role attltudes, however,
More llberal non tradltlonal women, as operatlonallzed“

| by the Attltudes toward Women scale (ATW) (Spence & Helmrelch

1978), have been found to be more autonomous and flex1ble |

‘dand less authorltarlan, dogmatlc,,external and defen81ve

tthan tradltlonal women (Kahoe & Meadow,'l977);, Egalitarianf

non- tradltlonal (relatlng to sex role expectatlons) males

are found to be more self- rellant and resourceful and lower

in need for power, authorltarlanlsm, and conformlty than

‘sthelr tradltlonal counterparts (Kahoe & Meadow, l977)

| | Three'factors assessed byfthe ATW are: 1) attltudes

hrelatlng to tradltlonal notions about mascullne superiority

and patrlarchal famlly; 2) The equallty of women in vocatlon—

al and educatlonal spheres, and 3)‘bellefs about the social-

sexual relatlonshlps between men and women and what constltutes

lady llke behav1or (Spence & Helmrelch 1972). It is expected

- that more tradltlonal subjects w1ll hold the belief that

‘women are to blame for .rape because 1t 1s within tradltlonal

-soc1ety that these attltudes ex1st. Wlth the advent of the

) women's movement,‘an awareness, followed by legal changes,

: grew that recognlsed that v1ct1ms of rape are not respon51ble

for thelr own v1ct1mlzatlon.‘
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Burt's (l980a)'recently'developed Rape Myth Acceptance"
Scale (RMAS) was. also employed in the present study l,iIt
'mas included.because of 1ts ablllty to measure three attl—
Ltudinal.correlations'of the acceptance of rape mythology
These‘variahles arerh'l) sex role stereotyplng,‘ Z)Iadver-
usarlal sexual bellefsyf and 3) the»acceptance of interper; 3
',sonal v1olence. Burt (1980a) 1nfers that the questlons:f |
vde51gned to assess sex role stereotyplng allgn respondentse
w1th elther a tradrtlonal or non- tradltlonal v1ew of accepted
female behav1or.: The attltudes of adversarlal sexual beller

',refer to the perceptlon of heterosexual relatlonshlps as

:hhaV1ng a fundamentullv exp101t1ve nature. The third attltude

correlate, acceptance of vlnterpersonal VLOlence, deals w1th

‘the concept that force and coerc1on are approprlate means

- for gain;ng,compllancexln sexual relatlonshlps,

Hypotheses‘

Hypotheses one through three deal w1th the predlctlon‘
of dlfferences of attrlbutlon of respon51blllty scores between"
:subjects varylng on. the two personallty and attltudlnal

rdlmenslons (IE & ATW)

v.HYPOthe51s;one,v For tradltlonal sub]ects, there will

The RMAS ‘came to. the attentlon of the wrlter after v
the major considerations for the research were concluded.‘
It was therefore not an independent varlable but rather
used for correlatlonal purposes. :



be a significant’interationiof sex of‘subjethand Locus-of”
Controluinfattribnthn'of:restnsibilitY’forurape.‘lThere
"should be a 51gn1f1cant dlfference in the attrlbutlon of
.respon31b111ty between tradltlonal male and female subjects
=w1th an 1nternal set Tradltlonal 1nternal males should
‘attrlbute more . respon51blllty to the male actorvandvnon;v,
tradltlonal 1nternal females should attrlbute more respon—
51b111ty to the female actor ‘Also,ka:SIgnlflcant'dlffer—~';
‘ence 1n the attrlbutlon of respon51blllty between tradltlonal
_males and females w1th an external set is expected.' Tradl—‘
tlonal.externalwfemales~should”attrlbute more responsibillty
' ,to the male actor and tradltlonal external males should see’
the female actor as. most blameworthy o .

‘Tradltlonal 1nternal males are expected to belleve the‘
raplst could have controlled his. actlons and w1ll flnd the
male actor llable for not d01ng so. The tradltlonal male is
ideflned as’ perce1v1ng women as needlng protectlon and there—
_fore w1ll flnd the offender S attack blameworthy |

Female 1nternals with tradltlonal attltudes are expected

'to’belieVe~that'the victlm,Shouldihave malntalned-control
' Vover the s1tuatlon. These subjects are expected to belleve

;that it is 1napproprlate for women to aSSOClate w1th relatlvelyﬂ

= strange men and that females who do involve themselves w1th

strangers are settlng themselves up for the problems that

arise.
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In contrast to the internal subjects, externals of
traditional thought are expected to perceive the external
world as having a strong influence in determining their
outcomes. Females of such a personality persuation are
expected to view the woman's role as passive-dependent sex-
vally. Such subjects will find the male actor most respon-
sible because their generalized expectancy of control is
external and the male actor violated appropriate hetero-
sexual protocol in not stopping his advance when the victim
told him to.

Male externals of traditional bias are expected to
believe that exogenous factors strongly influence their
actions. These subjects will perceive the female actor as
not following the appropriate feminine role of passivity
and assess her most responsible due to her previous seductive
behavior. Again, these hypotheses are based upon the
assumption that subjects will identify with the same sex
character in the rape depiction.

In the examination of each sex alone, the preceeding
discussion is consistent with the following expectations for
traditional subjects. Internal males will attribute more
responsibility to the same sex actor and external males will
find the female actor most at fault. Also, internal females
will attribute more fault to the victim and external females

will find the male actor more responsible.
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Hypothesis two. There will be a significant main effect

for traditionality with non-traditional respondents attri-
buting more blame to the male actor than traditional subjects.

Non-traditional subjects are generally expected to view
the victim as strongly resisting the male's advances. It is
also assumed that such subjects will believe that the male
actor used undo force against the female in order to over-
come her resistance.

Generally speaking, non-traditional subjects are expected
to believe that the victim was acting appropriately and was
not sexually provocative. Traditional persons are expected
to view the female actor's actions prior to the attack as
sexually provocative and consequently attribute more blame
to her.

Non-traditional subjects are generally expected to
disagree with the proposition that women should be sexually
passive and therefore place the onus of blame on the male
actor for not staying his advance when the female actor told
him to do so. However, traditional persons are expected to
strongly agree with the belief that female passivity is
appropriate. It is therefore assumed .that traditional sub-
jects will view the victim as not following an appropriate
passive, feminine role and therefore judge her more respon-
sible for the attack.

In general, the non-traditional groups are expected to



»agree strongly w1th thevassumptlon that women have the

right  to determlne when, where and with whom they w1ll have

a sexual relatlonshlp : ThlS autonomous or egalltarlan
quallty w111 cause non tradltlonal persons to look on the
‘VlCtlm s previous . actlons toward the male actor as. 1rrelevant
and not worthy of blame. In contrast tradltlonal subjects ;‘
are expected to strongly dlsagree w1th thlS Dremlse of
v'sexual self-determination by women. Such subjects w1ll
therefore place the majorlty‘of respon51b111ty on the woman‘
r‘actor for her close assoc1atlon w1th a relatlve stranger.‘

Generally speaklng, non- tradltlonal persons are. expected

o dlsagree with the: bellef that. women who are affectlonate'
with relatlvely strange males are asklng for trouble. Such
subjects are;expected to~attrlbute more blame to the male
~actor for not stopping his adVance‘when the woman told him
to do so. On the‘other'hand, traditional subjects are expected
to strongly agreebwith the previouSly stated premlse.t This
bzlief w1ll cause such subjects to attrlbute ‘most of the
respon81blllty to the female actor for her dlsplay of affece
tion toward. a relatlve stranger.

Weis and Borqes (l973)lmerged thefconcepts of sex—role
stereotyplng and v1ct1m—prec1p1tated rape.f They diScuss‘
how mutual mlslnterpretatlons and dlfferentlal sex-role
expectations in male and female encounters can escalate to

rape. More liberal views on females sex-roles, as oper-
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*atidnalized”by the ATW- are expected to correlate negatlvely
-w1th bellefs that the’ rape. v1ct1m prec101tated the crlme

Hypothes1s three ~ No s1gn1f1cant dlfferences between

, cells of the non tradltlonal subject sample should be found
lIt is expected that all non traditional subjects will tend
to score. the male actor as more blameworthy,ylndependent
:oflsex of subject and Locus of Control A non- tradltlonal t
attitude toward WOmen S roleS'ls expected to overpower the
»effects of gender and Locus of Control because attltudes
»toward women are 1deolog1cally more closely tled to the rape
response dlmen51on.f‘ | |

Hyoothe51s four  The fourthvand fifthfhypotheses evolve -

,from Burt S (l980a) Rape Myth Acceptance scale and its:
drelatlonshlp with attrlbutlon of respon51blllty for rape
‘and tradltlonallty, respectlvely.

l Hypothes1s four suggests there w1ll be a dlrect and
p051t1ve relatlonshlp between RMAS scores and attrlbutlon
of respon51blllty ratlngs for the entlre sample.v Persons'
v‘less acceptlng of rape mythology (hlgh RMAo-score) w1ll

'attrlbute more responsrblllty to the male actor for the
- attack (hlgh Rape Ouestlonalre score) Burt' s 11980b)
‘results lndlcate that a w1lllngness to convrct an assallant
'vvarles dlrectly with rejectlon of rape mythology. It: appears
loglcal to assume that the mental sets which 1nfluence

conviction and attr;butlon of_respon51blllty_are 51m11ar, if
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not identical.

HypotheSis fiVeﬁ"A directband Significantnrelationsnipf;

}should ex1st between the RMAS and the ATW scores. MOre B
llberal persons (hlgh ATW score) should be less acceptlng
‘of the mythology of rape (hlgh RMAS score) Thls assumptlon}

evolves from Burt s (l980a) 1nference that ‘the RMAS measures»

a tradltlonal attltudes toward women. As 1n the Burt study,-_V

‘rape myth acceptance and attltudes toward women s roles should
51gn1f1cantly correlate.

Hypothe51s 51x. Hypotheses six through nlne are predlc—A

ptlons concernlng the strength of relatlonshlp between attrl~
tbutlon of resoon51blllty and attltudlnal correlates of rape.
Hyoothe51s 51x suggests there will be a pos1t1ve correl—
ation between attrlbutlon of respon31blllty scores and
percelved male actor force levels. As respondents percelve
the raplst s attack as more forceful they‘w1ll attribute
more responsibility-to him for‘the incident. ,Krulewitz
(1977) found that as an assallant used more force in over-
powerlng hlS victim he was percelved as more respon51ble
for the attack.

,Hypothesis seven} Therevwill be a positive correlation

between 1ncreases 1n attrlbutlon of - respon51b111ty to the
male actor and percelved female actor re81stance. Tolor
(1975) found that persons tend to find a rapist more at blame

for an attack as the victim is seen to present more resistance.
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This is due to subjects perceiving the victim as having to
fight. If the victim apparently struggles little with the
attacker, she will be viewed as cooperative and therefore
at blame for the assault.

Hypothesis eight. Attribution of responsibility to

the male actor and level of subject-perceived actor acquain-
tance are expected to vary inversely. Subjects who believe
that the actors are well acquainted will blame the female
most because a degree of intimacy is assumed with longer
term heterosexual relationships. If the actors are seen

as strangers, the offender should be viewed as most blame-
worthy. Under circumstances where a relationship is non-
existant or superficial, rape allegations made by a woman
are given more credibility (Klemmark & Klemmark, 1976).

Hypothesis nine. A negative correlation between the

level ot perceived provocation by the victim and attribution
of responsibility to the male actor should be found. The
victim will be seen as most responsible if subjects strongly
agree that she provoked the male's advance. From subjects
who strongly disagree with the idea that the female actor
was provocative, the male actor will receive more blame.

The following is a brief summary of the stated hypotheses
presented in numerical order: 1) for traditional subjects,
a significant interaction of sex of subject and Locus of

Control will occur with attribution of responsibility as
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the dependent variable. Traditional internal males are
expected to attribute more responsibility to the male
actor and traditional internal females should attribute
more responsibility to the female actor. In contrast,
traditional external males should perceive the victim as
more blameworthy and traditional external females are
expected to attribute more responsibility to the rapist;
2) a main effect for traditionality will occur with
non-traditional respondents attributing significantly
more responsibility to the male actor than traditional
subjects; 3) no significant differences in attribution
of responsibility scores will occur between cells of the
non-traditional subject population; 4) for the general
sample, a positive and significant correlation between
RMAS scores and attribution of responsibility will occur;
5) for the general sample, RMAS and ATW scores will vary
directly and significantly; 6) for the general sample,
a positive and significant correlation will occur between
attribution of responsibility and perceived rapist force
levels; 7) attribution of responsibility and perceived
victim resistance levels will vary directly and signifi-
cantly for the general subject sample; 8) for the general
subject sample, attribution of responsibility and level of
perceived actor acquaintanceship will vary directly and

significantly; and 9) a negative and significant correlation



will occur between attribution of responsibility and

provocativeness.

29
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METHOD

'Subgects>

The data were collected from.a random‘sample of 167
_junlor college 1ntroductory psychology and soc1ology students-
‘Nine questlonalres were dlscarded because they were fllled
out 1mproperly. The remalnlng subject sample was 156 »1nclud—

b~1ng 103 women and 53 men ranglng between ages 17 and 87

MeaSures

Locus of Control Scale (I-E). The I-E scale is a 29

1tem, forced ch01ce, paper and pencil 1nventory ‘ Subjects
must choose between two alternatlve statements. Higher
| scores are 1nd1cat1ye of external mental sets. Scoresbrange
between‘O andv29 (see Appendlx 2) | o

‘ Accordlng to Rotter (1966, 25), the ﬁmost significant
“ev1dence of the construct valldlty of the I.E. sCale‘comes
from predlcted dlfferences in behavior for 1nd1v1duals N

‘above and below the medlan of the scale or from correlatlons"

‘1 .w1th behav1oral crlterla.w ,mRotter (1966) reported that

fscores for 1nternal conSLStency were modestly hlgh for the .

' scale 1tems. :

Attltude toward Women Scale (ATW). The Attitude toward
»Women scale (Spence & Helmrelch 1972).may prove to be a

-51gn1f1cant predlctlve tool in determlnlng a prlorl attltudes



of'responsibility-touard a0cdSed,rapists‘and[their-alleded
victims (Krulew1tz, 1977) For the present researoh; the
ATW short ver81on (Spence & Helmrelch 19785 was used (see
Appendlx 3) | For purposes of the proposed research thlS
inventory may lelde sub]ects into two groups 1) those 3y
dwho are pro—femlnlst or non- tradltlonal- and 2) those who
arevtradltlonal.»e‘ ‘ |
| The ATW, shortfversionjhis avfifteen mtem.measureu‘

"It uses a leert type scale w1th four alternatlves ranglng
between 'strongly agree and "strongly dlsagree Responses‘
‘are scored betWeendl_and 4; higher scores Indlcate”nonf | |
traditional attitudes. Score51mayyrange between 15 and 60.

AcCOrding'to Collinsl(i973) thedATW5hasfsatiSfactory.
crlterlon related valldlty Spence and'HelmreiCh (1978, p. 39}
'wrlte, "Exten81ve data concernlng score dlfferences between |
varlous groups in expected dlrectlons prov1debev1dence for
the construct valldlty,of»the ATW." Colllns (1973) reported
the test+reteSt reliahility cOefficient for’the ATW to be
.satlsfactory (r =»;95): | | o

Rape Myth Acceptance Scale (RMAS)QIdThe RMAS is ‘a 19

item~measure'(see Appendlx 6) ‘ Responsesdto‘eleven of the
‘questlons are recorded on a seven. p01nt Likert- type scale |
ranging from - "strongly agree" to "strongly dlsagree The
remalnlng elght items are based on a five point leert scale

Subjects scoring hlgh on this measure are low in rape myth
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acceptance. Scores may range between 19 and 117.

Burt (1980a) suggests that her measure has good pre-
dictive validity. The fact that the measure is made up of
statements which exemplify rape myths is evidence that the
test is measuring what it was designed to measure. The
acceptance or rejection of the statements on this inventory
indicates whether a person accepts or rejects many beliefs

which make up the mythology of rape.

Rape Depiction and Questionnaire

Following the example of Jones and Aronson (1973), a
ficticious rape depiction or vignette was created for this
study (see Appendix 4). The actors' actions presented in the
vignette were designed to make the female actor appear as
a rape victim. 1In creating the story, the idea of capturing
a respondent's attention with specific details was main-
tained. The elements designed to elicit subject attention
were: 1) the ages of the participants; 2) the relative
newness of the actors to their city of residence; 3)
they were strangers meeting for the first time; 4) the
female participant was initially cautious; 5) she was
considerate and had open communication with her parents;

6) the male participant exerted force in overcoming the
victim's resistance; and 7) the woman increased her level
of resistance as the male increased his efforts to overcome

her. The logic behind including these elements within the
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vignette follows.

During the process of considering what elements should
be included within the rape depiction, to make it most
realistic, information concerning the crime's general charac-
teristics was used. According to Uniform Crime Reports
(1978), the age range for the most frequent offenders of
rape is between 18 and 22. Therefore, the actors' ages were
set at 18. A second consideration influenced the choice
of age: a young male might be perceived as lacking in criminal
intent and respondents may have dismissed his actions as
those of a young, aggressive male "sowing his wild oats."

In setting the stage to depict the characters as new
to the area, the author attempted to influence respondents
toward viewing the relationship as important to both persons.
The explicit statements indicating that neither actor was
well known within the community were intended to cause respon-
dents to infer that the relationship was potentially of
higher value than just sharing a casual dance. The intent
of these statements was to influence the respondents toward
inferring that the actors' interaction might lead to a mutual
satisfaction of heterosexual affectional needs. The rape
depiction related the process and outcome of the relationship;
it was the respondent's task to place judgment on the charac-
ters' behavior by attributing responsibility to the actors

for the resultant attack.



1ﬁ'fHer warmth (e g., danc1ng, holdlng f

- assoc1at1on had,1 1 mate qualltles._¢

ands, allow1ng the male

to drlve her home, and leSlng hlm) was revealed to 1nfluence:
' attltudinal blas.L:It was assumed that dlsplays of female":
{sensuallty would be percelved dlfferently by tradltlonal

as compared w1th non- tradltlonal subjects.; Her cautlous
:nature (e g-r‘"Suehinltlally dld keep John at a dlstance,i.“l"
“but he seemed nice’ enough and was a lot of fun so she soon

"ilfelt comfortable in- d01ng the bump and danc1ng close w1th

hlm.") was communlcated to 1nduce respondents toward perce1v~

vlng the v1ct1m as’ aware of the negatlve consequences whlch

“.'come from‘relatlngvto strange males. Because the v1ct1m was.

Cicautlous 1n.selectlng her companlon, it was assumed that .
:respondents would have dlfflculty acceptlng ner respon51blllty
“:1n provoklng the - sexual attack | e

| In hav1ng the woman telephone her parents, the author i
:attemoted to convey a respectable quallty to the v1ct1m.‘,lt
lwas assumed that such communlcatlon would causevrespondents]
.‘to percelve ‘the glrl as posses31ng mlddle class moral stan—'
dards (1 e, she would not be expected to have sexual 1nter—
lcourse w1th a relatlve stranger){' It was - also 1ncluded to

suggest that the young woman and her parents enjoyed a

fter was presented as warm but cautlous.'V-°"



 attack, the quali:

;relatlonshlp of mntual respect‘x'lthasfasSumedvthat;thef;f7
::respondents would belleve that the respect stemmed from

'past experlences where the v1ct1m had exhlblted goodvjudg—.:
fhment and that the,parents were concerned for her welfare.bu

' Although»theirape deplctlon does not present a v1olenta,';

of the v1ct1m s re51stance and offender s
aaggressiVe9naturel re'expllc1t The fact that the v1ct1m
<fprogressed in herﬁreSlstance from pushlng to screamlng for '

"‘help was ev1dencefthat she was not a w1111ng sexual partner._f

,leen ev1dence of} ye v1ct1m s re51stance and the offender s»

”“\luse of force 1n subdulng her, 1t would be dlfflcult for any-“

f‘one to belleve that the male s actlon was not rape.

The last 1nst“ument to be utlllzed in thlS experlment
:‘1s labeled the Rape Deplctlon Questlonalre (see Appendlx 5)
‘fThese questlons\comprlse the dependent varlables used 1nvﬂ“
the present study and correspond to some of the concepts
Twhlch have caused respondents 1n earller studles to attrl—:
wbute respons1bllll;‘to characters deplcted 1n rape wlgnettes.
ffExamples of these concepts are.4flf the-quantlty of force'
.fused by an alleged raplst (Krulewltz,‘l977) 2)dtheoamodnt:;f

Y‘Lof re51stance offered by the v1ct1m (Tolor, l975) o andf3)'

;the quallty of acqualntance between the VlCtlm and offender
'prlor to the alleged rape (L Armand & Pepltone, 1977).

':In scorlng for attrlbutlon of respon81blllty, qﬁestiOns

' ,jone through three'of't:”vRape*Deplctlpn[Quest;onnalre_Wére
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sﬁmmed. Qﬁestidns one and two, concerrning the male's role
in the attack, were added directly. Question three, concern-
ing the responsibility of the victim, was reversed and added
to the sum of questions one and two. The highest possible
score (i.e.,.full male responsibility) was 24; the loWest

possible score (i.e., full female responsibility) was 8.

Procedure

Professors at junior colleges'in the Riverside and San
Bernardino -areas were contacted (Rivérside City College and
San Bernardino Valley College). The instructors gave ﬁheir
permission for the administration of the measures to their
classes during clasé time. Data were collected during the
summer sessioﬁ of 1980. The average time for administrétion
of the guestionnaire and verbal presentation to the classes
was sixty minutes.

Prior to guestionnaire administration,vstahdardized
instructions were presented to all groups (see Apéendix 1).
The purpose and general focus of the research along with
.a description of HOw the meaéures were to be completed was
related to the subjects who Wére then informed that they
could pick up a paper describing more about the experiment
when they had completed ‘the qﬁeStianaire. Théy were aiso
told that results would be sent to them if they left mailing

instructions (see Appendix 7). Prior to beginning the ques-



37

tionnaire, subjects read the instructions silently while
the experimenter read them aloud.

The format for the gquesticnnaire was as follows:

1) introduction and demographic data pvage, 2) and 3) LOC
or ATW scale (alternated for counterbalancing purposes),
4) rape depiction, 5) rape depiction questionnaire, and 6)
RMAS.

EXperimental groups were formed by separating subjects
by sex, LOC scores and ATW scores. Subjects were first
separated by sex and then a median split was performed on
the LOC and ATW scores. Eight experimental cells were formed
by these divisions (see Table 1).

The nature of the experiment was ex-post facto; subjects
were matched on pre-treatment attributes (sex, LOC and ATW
scores) and a single treatment was administered to all groups.
Because of the ex-post facto quality of the study, it was
not possible to achieve a pre-experimental equality of
groups through randomization in the pure experimental sense;
individual subjects were not assigned at random to different
treatments. However, a form of randomization was achieved
through the use of subject samples which appeared represen-

tative of a cross section of the general population.
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RESULTS

Analyses available in the Statistical Package for the
Social Sciences (Nie, 1975) were used to evaluate the data
(i.e., anova, t-test, Pearson correlation coefficient, and
multiple regression).

An overall Anova was run with Locus of Control,
Attitudes toward Women, and sex of subject as the indepen-
dent variables and attribution of responsibility scores as
the dependent variable. The design for the analysis was
2 x 2 x 2 factorial. T-tests were used to test hypotheses
concerning specific cell means. Pearson Correlation
Coefficients were used to test the strength of relationships
between attribution of responsibility and the attitudinal
correlates of the Rape Depiction Questionnaire. Finally,
multiple regression was used to determine the best predic-
tors of responsibility for the total sample and for tradi-
tional and non-traditional subjects separately.

The first hypothesis concerned traditional subjects
and stated an expected interaction between Locus of Control
and gender in attribution of responsibility for the depicted
rape. This hypothesis was not supported (see Table 2).

For traditional subjects, the I-E dimension did not affect

attribution scores, F (1,77) = .19, p = .66. The tradi-
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Table 1

Experimental Conditions and Number

of Subjects per Experimental Cell

Internal External
Male Female Male Female
Traditional 9 25 17 27

Eon—traditional 18 29 9 22




. Table 2

Analysis of Variance:

Traditional Subjects

40

Source daf MS F

Gender (G) 1 4.60 .26
I-E (GPIE) 1 3.46 .19
G x GPIE 1 23.29 1.30

Residual 74 17.91

e}

.61
.66 .

.26
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tlonal group also dlsplayed no s1gn1f1cant sex dlfferences
"'1n attrlbutlon of respon51blllty, F (l 77) ';26;pr£=i6l,’
'The second hypothe51s, suggestlng a main effect for -
;tradltlonallty w1th non- tradltlonal respondents attrlbutlng v;:
n51gn1f1cantly more‘respons1blllty to the male actor than |
ytradltlonal subjects, was supported F (l 155) , 6 73 p1=b;01;
‘2:(NT X = 18 68, T Y —»17 OO) When mean comparlsons of hlgh

'fand low tradltlon scores were performed on. each of the

‘ varlables de51gned‘to assess’ the reasons for attrlbutlon of -~

respon51b111ty (1 ef, the varlables I- -E, punlshment force;j
_ reslstance, acqualntanceshlp,.provocatlon, 1mpuls1veness,
v‘tranma,"vlctlm; and RMAS)~ RMAS was the only . measnre pro-

- viding a statlstlcally 51gn1f1cant dlfference between the‘
';tradltlonallty groups, t (154) ='-3 13, p = ;602, Tradl-n
‘tlonal subjects were more acceptlng of rape mythology thanb"
:were thelr non- tradltlonal counterparts Thelr mean scores‘~
on the RMAS were 87 and 94 respectlvely The correlatlon
'between tradltlonallty and rape myth acceptance was qulte p
’hlgh 'r (156) >7;ip = .001L (see-Table 3).. Perceived
‘_V1ct1m provocatlon came close to belng 51gn1f1cantly dlffer—
‘;ent between the ATW grouplngs, t (154) = 1.88, p'# .06f
Non-tradltlonal;respondentsv(X =g3.5) tended to perceiyev
othe»victim as beinévleSS'provocativebthan traditional’ |
personsi(f’ 4. l) | ” -

Multlple regre531on analyses were performed on both



Table 3
‘3k1ntercorrelations:of Attributicn;andiOther Variables

IE_ATW  PUN _FOR _ _RES __ ACO  _PROV__ _ IMP _TRA _ RMAS

’[RESP:' 4,0“*'.24**% ';29*¥* -.39***'.’127***“—,10"’ 4-67*%*_3,37*** 24 kKx ,43***,’
I  =--- .03 ~ -.01 - -.07 . .05  =.04 . -.07 .. .05 - .02 .03 .
ATW === === ~;07"= .06 -~ .07 - . =.06 = =.22% L18% 17 L 4Tk

BN mee mem m 29***»-],28*** SI06°  —.22%% . LIBAk . LTRE o 4TEER
 FOR . === === === O ID lgowrx —l04 o -l100 L25FKX Q5 RRE DAkKE
CUURES L m== = oio o aoo s 1ax = 10%% 0 28%%% 0 20%% . 30%xx

COBACQ . mmm == e om0 o= —ee U L1T7*% -.060 0 =10 —.23%% -
"EPRQV,ff‘—ff === :p L= ;';__, - - _—— ——m = 25k kK - DDk X _*i4l*** ‘
IMP ——— = e R Cmmm T e e O 3BkKX L 45k kK

- TRA awu:f;frr Rera IR L T e mmm mee - ". s — :.38***"

<.05
< .01
<.001

*
*

f_}RESP = attrlbutlon score,- IE = lccus of control score,"ATW’='attitudehtcwardV'
.women score, PUN = punlshment suggested for the offender, FOR. = perceived -

‘t~gforce level used by the offender, RES re51stance used by the vietim,

. ACQ = perceived level of actor acqualntanceshlp,f PROV victim provocatlveness,'
~IMP = male responsibility to control 1moulses, “TRA" trauma caused by rape,
RMAS = rape myth acceptance score ; . .

7y



tradltional and non tradltlonal groupsrz- When the- varlable
’responSLblllty was“regressed onto all other varlables,iH‘"
:‘provocatlon and force proved to be the best predlctors of fﬂ,
"the crlterlon varlable for both groups (see Tables 4a and |

n4bX;:

‘For the non tradltlonal sample,la regre551on equatlon'

- 1nclud1ng only varlables RMAS and ATW accounted for l8°‘of

'the varlance in- attrlbutlon (see Table 5a) When the varl—dv'

,able force was added to these,_3l of the varlance was-" N
"'explalned therefore, force accounted for 12% of the Varief.
ance in attrlbutlon scores for thlS group (see Table 6a);‘
When percelved v1ct1m provocatlon scores were added to this
equatlon, 48' of: the varlance anong attrlbutlon scores was
ekplained -'In thewnon~trad1tlonal group, 17/ of the explalned‘,
*varlance for attrlbutlon of respon51b111ty was accounted o
,for by percelved provocatlon scores (see Table 6a) : When“
provocatlon was’ added to: the regre551on functlon, RMAS lost-
its power as a predlctor of respon51b111ty attrlbutlon and
the. varlables force and provocatlon became the best pre—

~d1ctors of the crlterlon varlable (see Table 7a) In"

‘djno case . was Attltude toward Women a 51gn1f1cant predlctor

‘1n the reSpon51bllrtyvequat1on, Addlng the remalnlng

All R2 values presented in the results sectlon of
- this paper are adjusted and ‘all regress1ons were performed
in a stepwise manner. o



(a)

(b)

Table 4
Regression Analyses for Traditionality Groups:

Criterion Variable is Attribution of Responsibility
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Non-Traditional Group's Regression Results with
inclusion of all Predictor Variables

(N = 78, R = .74, R? = .48).

Predictor

Variable B F df Sig.
PROV - .991 22,187 11,66 .000
FORCE .676 4.687 11,66 .034
IMP . 350 1.218 11,66 .274
PUN .439 1.0%5 11,66 .317
RMAS .028 .700 11,66 .406
ATW - .094 .874 11,66 « 353
RESIST .285 .774 11,66 . 382
IE .066 .428 11,66 .515
TRAUMA . 189 385 11,66 . 537
ACQ - .091 <111 11,66 . 740
VICTIM = ,153 027 11,66 .870
Traditional Group's Regression Results with
inclusion of all Predictor Variables

(N = 78, R= .83, RZ = .65).

Predictor

Variable B F df Sig.
PROV -1.742 95.564 10,67 .000
FORCE 1.166 17.130 10,67 .000
IMP .800 6.369 10,67 .014
TRAUMA - .425 4.081 10,67 .047
IE - .090 1.603 10,67 .210
RESIST - .275 1.475 10,67 .229
ACQ .201 1.201 10,67 < 277
ATW - .058 .914 10,67 .343
RMAS .017 .294 10,67 .590

PUN - .043 .021 10,67 . 884



(a)

(b)

Table 5
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Regression Analyses for Traditionality Groups:

Criterion Variable is Attribution of Responsibility

Non-Traditional Group's Regression Results with

inclusion of Variables RMAS and ATW only
2

(N =78, R= .45, R® = .18).

Predictor

Variable B F df
RMAS .135 14.410 2. 75
ATW -. 015 .016 2;75

Traditional Group's Regression Results with

inclusion of Variables RMAS and ATW only

2
(N =78, R= .37, R = .12).
Predictor
Variable B F daf
RMAS .122 11.359 2,75

ATW -.043 .2472 2,75

Sig.

.000

.900

Sig.

.000

.624
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Table 6

Regression Analyses for Traditionality Groups:

Criterion Variable is Attribution of Responsibility

(a) Non-Traditional Group's Regression Results with

inclusion of Variables RMAS, ATW and FORCE only

(N = 78, R= .57, R2 = +3E).

Predictor

Variable B F df Sig.
RMAS 099 11.258 275 .001
FORCE 1.139 14.080 2,08 .000

* ATW was dropped out of the regression function.

(b) Traditional Group's Regression Results with

inclusion of Variables RMAS, ATW and FORCE only
2

(N = 78, R= .46, R® = .18).

Predictor

Variable B F df Sig.
RMAS .108 Y. 352 3+75 .003
FORCE .969 6.687 3, B .012

ATW - .058 .459 3,75 .500
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Table 7

Regression Analyses for Traditionality Groups:

Criterion Variable is Attribution of Responsibility

(a) Non-Traditional Group's Regression Results with

inclusion of Variables RMAS, ATW, FORCE and PROV only

(N = 78, R = .72, R? = .48).

éredictor

Variable . B . F af Sig.
PROV -1.054 27.584 4,?3 .000
FORCE " 1.001 14.430 4,73 .000
RMAS .057 3.452 4,73 .067

ATW - .041 .179 4,73 .673

(b) Traditional Group's Regression Results with

inclusion of Variables RMAS, ATW, FORCE and PROV only
2

(N =78, R= .80, R = .62).

Predictor

Variable B F df Sig.
PROV -1.672 85.245 4,73 .000
FORCE 1.196 21.616 4,73 .000
‘ATW - .033 .319 4,73 .574

RMAS .011 .169 4,73 .682
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experimental variables (e.g., punishment, resistance,
trauma, etc.) to the regression equation did not increase
the function's ability to explain responsibility score
variance within the non-traditional subject sample.

A multiple regression analysis performed on the tradi-
tional group and including RMAS and ATW accounted for 12%

of the variance in attribution scores (see Table 5b). When

\O

force was added to this equation, 18% of the variance was
explained. Force accounted for 6% of the variance in attri-
bution ratings for this group (see Table 6b). When perceived
victim provocation scores were added to this equation, 62%
of the variance was explained. Perceived victim provocation
accounted for 44% of the explained variance for the tradi-
ional group's attribution of responsibility scores (see
Table 7b). Sixty-two percent of the variance among attri-
bution scores in the traditional group was accounted for

by including all of the variables in a regression equation.
The Coefficient of Determination for the non-traditional
groups was only .48 (see Table 7a).

Hypothesis three predicted that there would be no

significant variation in attribution of responsibility scores

between the non-traditional experimental cells. A signifi-
cant treatment effect occurred for gender, t (77) = -2.04,
p = .04. Females among the non-traditional group attributed

significantly more responsibility to the male actor than
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did their male counterparts, male X = 17.37, female X =
19.37. It is also of interest to note that 39% of the fe-
male non-traditional group reported that they had either
been raped or sexually molested at one time; only 13% of
the female traditional sample reported similar experience.

Hypothesis four, suggesting a significantly positive
correlation between RMAS and responsibility for the entire
subject sample, was supported, r (156) = .44, p = .001
(see Table 3).

Hypothesis five predicted a significant and direct
relationship between ATW and RMAS scores for the general
subject population (see Table 3). The predicted relation-
ship did occur, r (156) = .47, p = .001. After dividing
the sample by sex, a Pearson correlation statistic was done
on each of the group's RMAS and ATW scores. Although both
correlations were statistically significant, the strength
of the relationship between these parameters was greater
for women than for men, r (103) = .49 and r (53) = .29,
respectively; however the difference between these coeffi-
cients was not statistically significant, z = 1.37, p 2 .085.

Hypotheses six through nine predicted significant cor-
relations for the entire sample between responsibility and
perceived rapist's force level, victim's resistance, quality

of the actors' acquaintanceship, and perceived victim provoca-

tiveness.
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Subject perceived rapist force levels and attribution
of responsibility scores varied as predicted, r (156) = .39,
p = .001 (see Table 3). Results of the multiple regression
analysis indicated that, of the ten variables included in
the regression formula, force was the second best predictor
of the d=pendent variable responsibility (see Table 8).

Victim resistance scores and attribution of responsi-
bility ratings varied in a direct and significant manner
as predicted, r (156) = .27, p = .001 (see Table 3). Fur-
ther analysis of the data indicated the effect of perceived
resistance on attribution may have bzen insignificant, how-
ever. Results of multiple regression analysis indicated
that of the ten variables included in the regression equa-
tion, resistance was tenth or the least significant predictor
>f the criterion variable (see Table 8). |

Respondents' attribution of responsibility scores and
perceived levels of actor acquaintanceship did not vary
in a direct and significant manner as predicted, r (156) =
-.10, p = .11 (see Table 3).

A strong and negative correlation between attribution
of responsibility and parceived victim provocation occurred
for the general subject sample, r (156) = -.67, p = .001
(see Table 3). Perceived provocation was the strongest pre-

dictor of rape responsibility attribution (see Table 8).



Table 8

Regression Analysis for the Entire Sample:

Criterion Variable is Attribution of Responsibility

Total Sample's Regression Results

with Inclusion of all Variables

(N = 156, R = .76, R = .55)

Predictor

Variable B F df _8Big.
PROV ~%4:34 3 93.280 10,145 .000
FORCE .964 22.340 10,145 .000
IMF .428 3.890 10,145 .050
RMAS .020 o T D 10,145 . 380
ATW .030 . 732 10, 145 .394
IE - .038 .414 10,145 .52
TRAUMA ~ T4 Y .647 10,145 .422
PUN .173 .458 10,145 .500
ACQ +- 103 . 445 10,145 .506

RESIST =.,'050 .073 10,145 .788



’ Hypothe51s one; oredlctlng a 51gn1f1cant 1nteractlon ;:f
_fln attrlbutlon of respon51b111ty for the deplcted rape,‘}lfif:
:w1th sex of subject and Locus of Control belng 1nterdepen-v:“
;dent w1th1n the tradltlonal subject samole, was rejected »
Slnce comoarlsons of the I E and gender condltlons falled

to 1nd1cate 51gn1flcant dlfferences between treatment

levels, 1t is conclud d that nelther varlable s1gn1f1cantly

. affected attrlbutlon of respon51blllty.~ o

In examlnlng the I- E varlable alone,‘an explanatlon'
for the lack of 51gn1f1cant treatment effects occurs.‘Sub%’
uject s attltudes spec1f1cally assoc1ated w1th 1ssues of.
fheterosexual relatlons and the general nature of Rotter 'S ﬂ:‘
I-E dlmen51on do not allow for the determlnatlon of pop—' i
culatlon dlfferences on thlS issue. 'Rotter deflned av"psycho—
loglcal sltuatlon as: how "certaln‘cues in partlcular 51t— ‘f
uations are more 1mportant than other cues in 1nfluen01ng
tpersonal judgment (Rotter,'l975, p}a99)s"leen that no
‘main effect occurred for the I-E dlmen81on, the 1mpllcatlon
for- tradltlonal subjects 1s that the cues presented throughf
fthe rape deplctlon were of a quallty Wthh would not- 1nflu-x
ence differing judgments in attrlbutlon of respon81b111ty,

the scrlpt probably did not permlt engagement of the I-E-
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personality dimension. Previous research exploring atti-
tudes toward forcible rape in conjunction with the I-E
construct have found similar results. Tolor (1975) report-
ed that Locus of Control is not a good predictor of subject
action tendencies in the area of attitudes toward rape.

The results of the current research are consistent with
Tolor's findings. Predictions, within the current study
and possibly within Tolor's work, were based on assumed
projection of the subject's Locus of Control attitudes on
to the same sex actor in the script. Such an assumption
may not have been warranted.

Although analysis of the entire sample and the tradi-
tional subjects alone did not reveal significant gender
differences on attribution of responsibility, gender effects
occurred for non-traditional respondents. Non-traditional
females rated the male more responsible than did non- tradi-
tional males. Previous researchers have reported similar
and contradictory results with regard to effects due to
gender. For example, Calhoun, Selby, and Warring (1976)
concluded that males are more likely than females to perceive
a rape victim as precipitating a sexual assault. On the
other hand, Jones and Aronson (1973) and Krulewitz (1977)
found no main effect for sex in attribution of fault toward
a rape victim. In another study done by Krulewitz, Nash,

and Payne (1977), results indicated that gender effects only
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certain types of attributions. For example, clear sex
differences existed when causal attributions concerning

the victim's involvement were examined. However, attri-
butions directly related to the effect of assailant force
were evaluated by men and women in a similar manner. In

the current study, the constructs of victim provocation

and assailant force were analyzed across sex. These items
proved to be the best predictors of responsibility indepen-
dent of sex of subject. Mean comparisons of these variables
across gender showed no significant differences, however.
Given these results, the findings on previous research (i.e.,
some studies display treatment effects for gender while
other studies do not) may possibly be explained by the
nature of their subjects' attitudes toward women. At

times these researchers may have had heterogeneous (in terms
of sex role beliefs) samples and on other occassions their
sample may have been more homogenous (i.e., with either more
traditional or non-traditional subjects). Such an explana-
tion is feasible considering that researchers usually use
college students as subjects and the college population tends
to be non-traditional (Spence & Helmreich, 1973). Given
that no main effect for gender was evidenced for this sample
(using attribution scores as the dependent variable), a
college sample was used, and a treatment effect occurred

for sex with the non-traditional group, the results of the
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present study support such an explanation.

The second hypothesis predicted a significant main
effect for traditionality and suggested that non-tradi-
tional respondents would attribute more responsibility to
the male actor. Mean comparisons of the treatment groups
indicated that non-traditional subjects did, in fact, attri-
bute significantly more responsibility to the male charac-
ter. These results are in accord with previous attribution
studies (Kaplan, 1977; Krulewitz, 1977) which reported
significant negative correlations between traditional atti-
tudes toward the role of women and responsibility attributed
to victims of rape.

One explanation for these findings may be found through
the comparison of the definitions for traditional and non-
traditional attitudes toward women. As previously stated,
the Attitude toward Women Scale assesses beliefs about social
and sexual relationships between the sexes. Conservative,
or traditional, females are found to be more dependent,
rigid, dogmatic, external and defensive than their non-
traditional counterparts. Traditional males exhibit author-
itarian, conforming, dependent, and high need for personal
power tendencies. Persons imbued with such characteristics
may be less secure in their relationships with members of
the opposite sex. Given that respondents were influenced

by such personality characteristics, the explanation for
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their tendency to fault the victim in the alleged rape
situation follows naturally. Persons of traditional lean-
ing viewed the action of the victim as a transgression of
appropriate social and sexual behavior. Thus, their rela-
tively high victim responsibility attributions may evolve
from anxiety over the independence manifested by the female
actor. 1In contrast, non-traditional subjects, who are

more liberal in their views of female social and sexual
behavior, preceived the victim's independent actions as
more appropriate and therefore less worthy of blame. It

is historically accurate to associate the change in society's
view of rape from victim precipitated to an act of male
violence with the women's movement. The advocates of the
women's movement whose investigations into the realtiy of
rape have changed attitudes and laws are clearly liberal on
women's issues. It is no surprise, then, that advocates of
equality for women would be less likely to blame women for
rape.

Given the high coefficient of determination values for
both traditional and non-traditional groups, it appears as
if significant factors or correlates influencing attribution
of responsibility for rape with both ATW groups were included
within this study. For both traditional and non-traditional
groups, attribution scores were strongly influenced by

respondent's perceptions of both the victim's provocativeness



andcthe asSallant's’use'of‘force y These factors apparently
~have a strong 1nfluence in determlnlng respon51blllty for
'part1c1pant actlons 1n sexual assault cases It is of |
1nterest to note the lower coefflclent of determlnatlon
value obtalned by the non- tradltlonal group, this flqureli
suggests that there are other varlables,‘not 1ncluded 1n
the present study, whlchvlnfluence thea]udgment.of morer
tliberal perSOns o | | B | L
It appears approprlate to refer‘to Burt s (l980a)'

tartlcle whlle dlscuss1ng the p0531ble causes of dlfference
.between tradltlonal and non- tradltlonal sub]ects in thelr‘
’attrlbutlon of respon81blllty scores. Shefstated.two
1mpllcatlons whlch evolve from her research GFirst, rape
' myths 1nfluence Amerlcan thlnklng _ Second rape attitudes B
-are "strongly connected UDCther deeply held and preconcelved
attltudes such as sex role stereotyplng . (Burt( l980a,
p. 229) The fact-that‘a main effect occurred.for'tradi;‘a
tlonallty in attrlbutlon of respons1blllty suggests that
sex-role stereotyplng is connected to Amerlcan attltudes"
toward ‘rape. Non tradltlonal subjects tended to be lessi”
| acceptlng of the mythology of rape as operatlonally defined -
‘by Burt s measure The results of the current study support
Burt's flndlngs | |

| The thlrd hypothe51s predlcted that regardless of sex .

of subject or I E blas the non—tradltlonal populatlon would
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be relatively homogenous in attributing responsibility to

the male character. Comparisons of the treatment groups'
responsibility score means indicated that this prediction

was lnaccurate. As previously reported, women of the non-
traditional population attributed significantly more respon-
sibility to the male actor than did non-traditional males.
The results are consistent with the rationale underlying

the assumption that all women "...think of rape as part of
their natural environment - something to be feared‘and
prayed against like fire or lightening" (Griffin, in Schultz,
1975, p. 19). Griffin suggested that women learn early to
fear strange, isolated situations and likewise odd men.

Such fear has historically riveted women to a passive
existence and caused them to seek the protection of males
because they saw themselves as impotent (Griffin, in Schultz,
1975) . Given that non-traditional women are striving for
autonomy, the current experimental results are understand-
able. More liberal females reacted against what they per-
ceived as hostile male domination. The combination of
liberal views toward the role of women and a psychological
reactance toward the crime of rape, giving their perception
of the incident more affective momentum, ceused non-tradi-
tional females to attribute significantly more responsibility
to the offender than did their male counterparts. Non-tradi-

tional males may have had similar liberal views toward the



59

role of women in American society, however, the absence of
underlying, characteristic fear and resentment and personal
relevance toward rapists probably reduced their level of
certainty in awarding blame. A breakdown of the correlates
which contributed to non-traditional women's attribution
scores indicated that a respondent's perception of victim
provocativeness is the best predictor of responsibility
attribution. Non-traditional males' responsibility scores
were best predicted by the force variable.

These findings initially appear inconsistent with Burt's
(1980a) conclusion that distrust of the opposite sex or
"adversarial sexual belief" systems contribute to rape myth
acceptance. The difference in rape attribution scores bet-
ween non-traditional males and females appears to stem from
appraisal of the same sex actor (rape depiction character)
by the respondent. For example, the best predictor of
female, non-traditional attribution scores was their per-
ception of victim provocativeness; the less provocative the
victim appeared, the less responsibility she received. In
contrast, for male non-traditional subjects, perceived
male actor force levels best predicted attribution scores;
with these subjects, perceived assailant force and respon-
sibility varied directly. Therefore, non-traditional subjects
apparently focused on cues from the same sex actor in judg-

ing responsibility for the crime. The apparent contradiction



*f.GOta

to Burt's’assumptions of'“adyersarial se#ual}bellefs“{'
'dlsappears when we con51der that the responses belngieval—v
uated are from non‘tradltlonal persons and such people arec
ffdeflned as less acceptlng of the mythology of rape as well'
fas‘less external dependent, rlg;d, and defenslve.,

The fourth hypothes1s predicted a'significant:and
‘p051t1ve relatlonshlp between RMAS and respon81blllty scores.
‘A zero order correlatlon of the factors 1ndlcated that over»
the general populatlon such: a relatlonshlp ex1sted. vBurt
.(l980b p.~_) suggested that'"rape myths affect how br0ad
dor how restrlctlve a person S deflnltlon of rape w1ll be.
The results of_the‘present study are congruent with her
findingfthat “belief~in rape myths’producesmereirestrictive
rape definitions"(Burt, 1980b P. 2). .‘The implication
drawn. from thlS fact is that the acceptance of rape myths
\leads to more restrlctlve rape definitions and therefore
to the acquittalvof rapists because of the definition's
limiting‘scope;'fThe acceptance_of rape myths is rape‘sup—
portive as evidencedvby the results of thefcurrent‘study.
Persons who tended toward rape myth acceptance also tended
to attribute more respon51b111ty to the victim, Wthh is -
_expected because the rape myths ascribe more responsibility
to the victim than to the perpetrator.

- The fifth hypotheSis predicted'a significant and posi-'v

tive correlation between RMAS and ATW scores. The predicted
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relationship did occur as expected for the entire sample.
These results are in accord with previous studies which
have explored the relationship between attitudes toward
women and attitudes regarding the definition of rape (Burt,
1980a; Field, 1978; Klemmark & Klemmark, 1976). The find-
ings suggest that sex role stereotyping varies directly
with rape myth acceptance. In other words, non-traditional
persons tend to be less accepting of rape mythology and
therefore have a broader definition of what constitutes
sexual assault.

The correlation between RMAS and ATW scores 1is stronger
for women than for men. Therefore, a higher probability
exists for a non-traditional woman to be less accepting of
rape mythology than a non-traditional man. One explanation
for this finding is that women are the more likely victims
of rape and therefore may have given the issue more consid-
eration. Because women have thought more about rape, they
may be more ideologically consistent than males in matching
attitudes toward traditionality and rape mythology. These
results are congruent with and augment the implications
suggested from the findings of the third hypothesis in re-
gard to non-traditional women. In sum, they suggest that
more liberal women are able to see through the fallacious
mythology which surrounds the crime of rape and are more

apt to proclaim a rapist responsible for his action.
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The sixth hypothesis predicted a positive correlation
between male actor responsibility ratings and subject per-
ceived male actor force levels. A zero-order correlation
of these factors indicated that for the total sample, such
a relationship existed. Independent of sex, respondents
tended to perceive the male actor as most responsible when
they viewed him implementing more force in subduing his
victim. When the sample was divided by sex, correlation
coefficients for both sexes were significant. Elevated
offender force perceptions predicted increased offender
responsibility scores for both sexes. However, males tended
to attribute more responsibility to the assailant as a func-
tion of increased force levels when compared with females.
Previous studies including force as an independent variable
have found that increased force levels (e.g., low, non-
physical vs. high, physical force with actual injury), pro-
duce stronger certainty of rape in respondents (Krulewitz,
1977; Krulewitz, Nash, & Payne, 1977). As an assailant was
portrayed to be more brutal, he was blamed more for the
assault. Thus, a literal increase of force used by an
offender against a rape victim, as evidenced through differ-
ent ficticious rape depictions, each with a different force
factor, was related to increased respondent potential to
attribute greater responsibility to the rapist for the attack.

The current study presented a single rape depiction;
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therefore, no variations on the offender's use of force

were made. However, the respondents' perceptions of the
rapist's use of force against the victim was the second

best predictor of responsibility attribution across the
general population. This implies that persons vary in

their perception of male domination of the female victim
within a specific sexually aggressive situation, and persons
who tend to perceive a male as less inappropriate while
phyiscally oppressing a woman will tend to attribute less
responsibility to him for assaultive attacks.

Hypothesis seven predicted a positive correlation bet-
ween increases in attribution of responsibility to the male
actor and increases in perceived female actor resistance.

A Pearson product moment correlation coefficient indicated
such a relationship existed for the total sample. Dividing
the sample by sex did not alter the results remarkably.

Both male and female groups responded in the predicted fash-
ion. As subjects perceived the victim's actions as being
more resistant to the rapist's advances, they attributed

more responsibility to the male actor. This result supports
the findings of previous experimenters (Heim, Malatuth, &
Fishback, 1977; Krulewitz, Nash, & Payne, 1977; Nash & Krule-
witz, 1977). Thus, past and current research indicate resis-
tance to be an important cue for judging the victim's respon-

sibility for an attack. It is apparent that proof of a
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victim‘s attemptedhresiStance:is neededuin order‘forlpersons'
to perCeive‘an.attaek,aS'foroible-rape; It_isealsorapparent
‘that given the Same oues (ibe., proof):different peoplef |
w1ll attrlbute dlfferent amounts of respon51b111ty to the
characters 1nvolved 1n the crime of sexual assault. :Thed
iresults of the present study 1mply that if a woman is per-
celved as attemptlng tO‘re81st an assault, shevls also‘con—
_sidered less blameworthy for the attack. The ourrentﬁfind4l
ings do not support Tolor’s:(l97d) results‘which suggeSted
a‘gender stereotypio*bias in attributing‘responsibllity as
abfunction of’pereeived‘Victim resiStance. lToIOr indicated
that males tended to-attribute.more blame to‘the victim.if"
she displayed-less‘thSical resistanoe; on the other hand,
femaleshattributed more responsibility to the‘victim-if she
was perceived as more phy51cally defensrve.v Within the
~ present study; both male and female respondents tended to
attrlbute more respon51b111ty to the raplst as the victim's
resistance: level was seen to lncrease. Nash and Krulew1tz
(1977) suggested that persons of both sexes requlre ev1dence
l'that a v1ct1m of sexual assault employed re51stance to av01d
the attack 1n order to view the alleged assault as rape.

The elghth hypothe51s predlcted a 51gn1f1cant and posr—
tive relatlonshlp between-attrlbutlon’of respon51blllty and .
degree of previous actor acqualntance. It waS‘assumed that

respondents who tended to view the actors as better acqualnted



would tend tofattrihdte more'blame to thevrapist._.Thisr
result:did'not océutsd Thebcorrelation between these para-
‘meters was mlnlmal The résultS'did;not_supportrtne find- -
hlngs of L Armond and Pepltone (l977} who‘reportedithatvan*
»ex1stlng relatlonshlp between the raplst and v1ctlm prlori,';
to a raoe, 1nfluences persons to percelve the alleged rape
l;as a crlme of lesser magnltude. As compared with the: rela—f
tlonshlp cues presented 1n the L' Armond and Pepltone study,‘
: the present research used a rape deplctlon in whlch the
,nature of the relatlonshlp was less well deflned and there—'
‘fore more subject to 1nd1v1dual dlfferences'ln 1nterpretatlon."
Hypothe51s nlne predlcted ! negatlve correlatlon between
vthe 1evel of percelved VlCtlm provocatlon and the amount
’ of‘respon51blllty attrlbuted to the male actor.‘ It was
a:sumed that as, persons perCclved tne v1ct1m s behav1or as-
'more provocatlve, they would attrlbute less fault to the
rapistffor,the‘attack;”»The results strongly'supported this
assumgtion.v When‘the relationshipvbetween;theSQ Variable53
was examined.as a funCtion’Qf génder;'both‘males‘and femal@s’
-displayeddsimilarntendencies}frespondents,;independent'of
gender, tendedfto'attrlbute greater respon51blllty to the
Victim‘if she was percelved as behav1ng provocatlvely . Sim-
ilar‘results occurred as a functlon of-tradltlonallty;‘for
‘both conserVative'and llberal grbups, attribution'of respon—hf

'sibility and perceived victim provocativeness varied inversely
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and significantly. Studies cited earlier in this paper

have established that in many cases persons perceive the
victim of sexual assault as precipitating the crime (Bomer,
1974; Burt, 1980a; Kemmer, 1977; Kirkpatrick, 1977; and
Klemmark & Klemmark, 1976). Therefore, the strong rela-
tionship existing between perceived provocation and respon-
sibility attribution does not seem extraordinary. The results
of the present study are consistent with previous research
and suggest that when a woman files rape allegations, she
must be prepared to convincingly defend her pre-assault
behavior with the accused. The manner in which she inter-
acted with her alleged assailant prior to the rape will be
closely scrutinized for indications of willful precipitation
(provocation) of the attack.

While considering the issue of victim precipitated rape,
the results of Kirkpatrick's (1977) research are of inter-
est. She reported that women who had been rape victims
believed only "bad girls" get raped. If this belief may
be generalized to all women, and we =xtrapolate the defini-
tion of "bad girl" to include behavior which is "provocative"
(e.g., going into bars, wearing short shorts, or dancing
in a provocative manner), the ambivalence engendered in a
rape victim because of the attack must be tremendous. The
assumed ambivalence would arise as the victim was ponder-

ing her influence in the assault; "Was I somehow behaving
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provocatively and therefore setting myself up to be raped?"
In analyzingher propriety, she may decide that she was
somehow influential in causing the attack and neglect to
feport the crime. Her previous assumption that "only bad
girls get raped" may cause her to question her behavior

and erroneously conclude that her actions were inappropriate
and deserving of the consequence.

It is assumed that the guestionnaire items measuring
victim provocation and perceived rapist force level were
assessments of respondent beliefs as opposed to broader,
situational attitudes (Fishbein, 1967; Jahoda & Warren,
1966). The consistency of significant predictions of respon-
sibility by these measures, across the general subject
sample, indicates that they are relatively unencumbered by
other mental concepts. Therefore, hypotheses derived direct-
ly from the cues presented in the rape depiction caused the
respondents to form beliefs about the characters in the
vignette. Given that provocation and force are beliefs
concerning a specific situation (the rape depiction), the
variability between respondents, as measured by the closer
relationship with the dependent variable responsibility,
may be explained by the relatively concise nature of these
variables. Provocation and force were better predictors
of the criterion variable responsibility because they evol-

ved directly from cues presented through the rape depiction.
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A variable such as RMAS, considered to be a constellation

of beliefs forming an attitude toward rape myths, allowed

for greater intersubject variability in perceiving and jud-
ging responsibility because the variety of cognitive apprais-
als involved in forming such an attitude allows for greater
intersubject variance.

Kaplan (in Fishbein, 1967) suggested that only six
to eleven beliefs function as primary determinants of any
specific attitude. Fishbein (1967) stated that an under-
standing of the origin of attitudes will come only through
the consideration of these beliefs. The results of the
present study indicate that perceived victim provocatiweness
and rapist's force level are beliefs which strongly influence
respondent's attribution of responsibility scores. These
issues are germane to the development of attitudes toward
rape victims.

From what has been said, it appears that we have fairly
conclusive evidence that persons' beliefs toward an object
can be seen as a function of their attitudes about the object
and the evaluative aspects of those attitudes. Within the
present study, the significant separation between traditional
and non-traditional respondents on attribution scores gives
evidence for this assumption. Non-traditional persons, who
are defined as more liberal in their views regarding female

sexual behavior, perceive the victim as behaving less provoca-



v_tivelyythan did the:@ore7conseryative'tradrtional:suhjects;
'}The results,are:consistent'withvHammond's (1943)'work‘which‘h
' neasUred distortion ofrjuddmentyas a functionubf;attitnde |
"differences.‘iHammonddsuggested that,persons.tendlto acceptj
‘information which is‘suppOrtiye of their’persOnal Views‘

‘and are 1ncllned to reject facts to the contrary.v'There‘
could have been no doubt in any - thlnklng respondent s mlnd
that the female character presented.ln the v1gnettevwas a
rape VlCtlm, and yet tradltlonal subjects tended to adjust
the facts to find the victim more at fault. The cognitive
vstyles of the tradltlonallty subgroups were con51stent w1th
their attrlbutlon ratings. A more liberal view toward the
sex role'of”women generated a-more supportlve response toward
the victim.

A generalfinference which may»bebderivedyfrom this‘
’research is that attitudinal indeXes which are valid.in the
assessment of a closely clustered bellef system can accur-—
‘ately predlct subject responses pertalnlng to that system
As we’move away from less characterlstlc conceptual forms
(e.g., bellefs Wthh appear to 1ncorporate cues from a spec1—
fic 51tuatlon for judgment formatlon) and toward more global
personallty structures:(e.g., LOC and ATW), our ablllty‘to(

predict behavior from specific stimulus cues diminishes.
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APPENDIX 1

Introduction

The following pages consist of four measures designed
to assess your attitudes towards various social situations.
Some of the material explores your attitudes toward rape.

If you find such subject matter offensive, I suggest that
you give consideration to your involvement in this exper-
iment. If you choose to participate, you will be assisting
in helping us to understand a complex social issue. Your
responses will remain anonymous and the analysis is based
on group rather than individual scores.

The measures you will be filling out are presented in
the order in which they must be completed. Reading ahead
may bias your responses and thereby invalidate your answers.
It is very important that you start at the first page and
continue through the manuscript following numerical sequence.

Instructions for each inventory are located at the top
of the first page of each measure. If you have any questions
while completing the inventories, please raise your hand and

I will come and assist you.

Please complete the following:

a. I'm a male/female (circle sex).



b.

c.

4.

My age 1is years.
I have completed

My vocation is that of

71

years of schooling.
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APPENDIX 2

Locus of Control Scale

This is a questionnaire to find out the way in which
certain important events in our society affect different
people. Each item consists of a pair of alternatives let-

"

tered "a" and "b". Please select the one statement of

each pair (and only one) which you more strongly believe

to be the case as far as you're concerned. Be sure to select
the one you actually believe to be more true rather than
the one you think you should choose or the one you would
like to be true. This is a measure of personal belief;
there are no right or wrong answers.
Please answer these items carefully but do not spend

too much time on any one item. Be sure to find an answer

for every choice. Place an (X) through item "a" or " =
whichever you choose as the more true statement for you.

In some instances you may discover that you believe both
statements or neither one. 1In such cases, be sure to select
the one you more strongly believe to be the case. Try to

respond to each item independently when making your choice;

try not to be influenced by your previous choices.
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Children get into trouble because their parents

punish them too much.

The trouble with most children nowadays is that their

parents are too easy with them.

Many of the unhappy things in people'

partly due to bad luck.

People's misfortunes result from the
make.

One of the major reasons why we have
people don't take enough interest in
There will always be wars, no matter

try to prevent them.

s lives are

mistakes they

wars 1s because

politics.

how hard people

In the long run, people get the respect they deserve

in this world.

Unfortunately, an individual's worth

often passes

unrecognized no matter how hard he tries.

The idea that teachers are unfair to

nonsense.

students is

Most students don't realize the extent to which their

grades are influenced by accidental happenings.

Without the right breaks one cannot be an effective

leader.

Capable people who fail to become leaders have not

taken advantage of their opportunities.

No matter how hard you try, some people just don't



b.
8) a.
b.
9) a.
b.
10)a. .
b.
11l)a.
b.
12)a.
b.
13)a.
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like you.
People who can't get others to like them don't
understand how. to get along with others.
Heredity plays the major role in determining one's
personality.
It is one's experiences in life which determine what
they're like.
I have often found that what is going to happen will
happen.
Trusting to fate has never turned out as well for
me as making a decision to take a definite course
of action.
In the case of/the well prepared student, there is
rarely if ever such a thing as an unfair test.
Many times exam questions tend to be so unrelated
to course work that studying 1is reélly useless.
Becoming a success is a matter of hard work; luck"
has little or nothing to do with it.
Getting a good job depends mainly on being in the
right place at the right time.
The average citizen can have an influence in
government decisions.
This world is run by the few people in power, and
there is not much the little guy can do about it.
When I make plans, I am almost certain that I can

make them work.
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15)

16)

17)

“‘18')

19)

'20)

a.

It is not always wise to plan too. far ahead

because many thlngs turn out to be a matter of

'good or bad fortune anyhow

There are certaln people who are ]ust no good.

S There is some good in everybody

In my case gettlng what I want has llttle or noth—

1ng to do w1th luck

. Many tlmes we mlght just as’ well dec1de what to do .

'by fllpplng a c01n

Who gets to be the boss often depends on who was:

's‘lucky enough to be 1n the rlght place flrst.'

Gettlng people to do the rlght thlng depends upon

' ablllty,’luck has llttle or nothlng to do Wlth 1t
‘As far as world affalrs are concerned most of us

~are the v1ct1ms of" forces we can nelther understand

lmrcmmnﬂ

- By taklng an actlve part in polltlcal and ‘social.
‘affalrs; the people can control world events.

bMost people don t reallze the extent to whlch thelr‘

llves are controlled by acc1dental happenlngs.

There really 1s no such thlng as "luck.
AOne should always be w1lllng to admlt mlstakes.'
It is usually best to cover up one 's mlstakes.

'It is hard to know whether or- not a person really

likes youll'
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24)

25)

26)
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How many friends you have depends upon how nice

a person you are.

In the long run, the bad things that happen to us
are balanced by the good ones.

Most misfortunes are the result of lack of ability,
ignorance, laziness, or all three.

With enough effort we can wipe out political cor-
ruption.

It is difficult for people to have much control
over the things politicians do in office.
Sometimes I can't understand how teachers arrive
at the grades they give.

There is a direct connection between how hard I
study and the grades I get.

A good leader expects people to decide for them-
selves what they should do.

A good leader makes it clear to everybody what
their jobs are.

Many times I feel that I have little influence over
the things that happen to me.

It is impossible for me to believe that chance or
luck plays an important role in my life.

People are lonely because they don't try to be
friendly.

There's not much use in trying too hard to be
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28)
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please people; if they like you, they like you.
There's too much emphasis on athletics in high
school.

Team sports are an excellent way to build character.
What happens to me is my own doing.

Sometimes I feel that I don't have enough control
over the direction my life is taking.

Most of the time I can't understand why politicians
behave the way they do.

In the long run, the people are responsible for

bad government on a national as well as a local level.
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APPENDIX 3

Attitudes toward Women Scale

The statements listed below describe attitudes toward
the roles of women in society which different people have.
There are no right or wrong answers, only opinions. You
are asked to express your feeling about each statement by
indicating whether you (1) agree strongly, (2) agree mildly,
(3) disagree mildly, or (4) disagree strongly. Place an

(x) through the number which best describes your reaction.

1. Swearing and obscenity are more repulsive in the speech

of a woman than a man.

1 2 3 4
agree agree agree agree
strongly mildly mildly strongly

2. Under modern economic conditions with women being active
outside the home, men should share in household tasks
such as washing dishes and doing the laundry.

1 2 3 4

agree agree disagree disagree
strongly mildly mildly strongly
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It is insulting to women to have'Ehe’"obey“ clause

~ remain in the marriage service.

DI 2 3 g

agree ' agree disagree disagree

'~ strongly mildly : mildly strongly

A woman should be as free as a man'to'propqse marriage.

‘i e 2 3 : 4

 agree : agrée | disagree ' disagree
strongly mildly - mildly ' strongly

Women shbuld worry less about their fights_and more

about becoming good wives and mothers.

l . o 2 . . 3 P R 4 L

agrée agree disagree - disagree
strongly ‘ mildly mildly ' strongly

Womén should assume their rightful plaCe in bdsiness and

~all the profeésiQns'alQng with men.

_l. | . o, - _4

.agree Uagrée -~ disagree disagreé
strongly mildly ‘ - mildly - . strongly

A:womanvshduldfnot_exPéct £o go to exactly the same placesi‘

or to have quite the same freedom of action as a man.

1 _ 2 _'3 ' 4

‘agree  ‘agree‘_ disagrée - ‘disagree
strongly mildly mildly strongly
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It is ridiculous for a woman to run a locomotive and

for a man to darn socks.

1 2 3 4
agree agree disagree disagree
strongly mildly mildly strongly

The intellectual leadership of a community should be

largely in the hands of men.

1 2 3 4
agree agree disagree disagree
strongly mildly mildly strongly

Women should be given equal opportunity with men for

apprenticeship in the various trades.

1 2 3 4
agree agree disagree disagree
strongly mildly mildly strongly

Women earning as

the expense when

much as their dates should bear equally

they go out together.

1 2 3 4
agree agree disagree disagree
strongly mildly mildly strongly

Sons in a family

should be given more encouragement to

go to college than daughters.

1 2 3 4
agree agree disagree disagree
strongly mildly mildly strongly



£3.

14.

156

8L

In general, the father should have greater authority

than the mother in bringing up of children.

1 2 3 4
agree agree disagree disagree
strongly mildly mildly strongly

Economic and social freedom is worth far more to women
than acceptance of the ideal of femininity which has

been set up by men.

1 2 3 4
agree agree disagree disagree
strongly mildly mildly strongly

There are many jobs which men should be given preference
over women in being hired or promoted.

1 2 3 B

agree agree disagree disagree
strongly mildly mildly strongly
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APPENDIX 4

Rape Depiction

The following story describes an incident between two
students. Please read the story and respond to the questions

which follow.

John and Sue are eighteen-year-old sophmores who attend
a junior college. He recently moved to the area from a
distant city and knows no one. Sue has lived in the vicinity
for a month and has few acquaintances.

One Friday evening, at a dance given in the school gym,
they met for the first time. John asked Sue to dance and
she accepted. John felt Sue acted distant at first but he
liked her enough to stay with her for awhile. Sue initially
did keep John at a distance but he seemed nice enough and
was alot of fun so she soon felt comfortable in doing the
"bump" and dancing close with him. They enjoyed each other's
company enough to stay together throughout the remainder of
the dance.

Half an hour before the end of the dance, John asked
Sue if she would allow him to drive her home. sShe said her
parents had planned to pick her up but she would call and

find out if they would mind his taking her home. She called
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and her parents decided it would be fine so long as she
came directly home after the dance.

Aftér the last dance, Sue and John took each other'by
the hand and walked out to John's car which was parked in
the parking lot. John opened Sue's door and she slid in
and across the front seat and opened his. He got in, started
the car, and was about to’drive off but the traffic created
by’the other people leaving the dance blocked his way.

While waiting for the traffic to clear, Sue turned on
the radio to the sound of a very popular and romantic tune.
John turned the car off and they held‘hands while listening
to the séng. When it was over, they began talking about -
the song's meani?g.

The traffic had cleared by now but Sue and John were
tbo involved.ih their talk to notice. He bégan to feel a
stroné attraction for her and leaned ovef,to kissvher. Sue
was also feeling close at fhat moment and. responded by
kissing John in return. John began to feel very excited;
he pulled Sue close to him-and kissed her deeply. This
~scared Sue. She started to push John away ana told him to
take her home.- John refused to respond to Sue's demands.
He pushed her down on the seat and climbed on top df her.
She begged him to stop and continued to push him away.

She threatened to scream if he didn't stop. John didn't

stop-and was apprehended in the act of forced sexual inter-
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course by a passing police officer who heard Sue's cries

for help.

John claims he didn't rape Sue. Sue claims she was

indeed raped by John.
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APPENDIX 5

Rape Depiction Questionnaire

The questions listed below are designed to assess
your attitudes toward the actors in the story you have
just read. There are no right or wrong answers, only
opinions. Please answer these items carefully but do not
spend too much time on any item. Each item has a scale
marked with numerals indicating degrees of responsibility,
force, resistance, etc. The first and last numerals of
each scale are extremes and the other numbers are points
in between. For each question, choose the number which
best describes your reaction to the item and place an (X)

through it.

1. Which actor was most responsible for the incident?

0 i 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

I | |
woman both male
totally equally totally
responsible responsible responsible

2. How responsible was the male actor for the attack?
1 2 3 4 5 6 z

|
not at all totally
responsible responsible
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How responsible was the female actor for the attack?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

| |

not at all totally
responsible responsible

How should the male actor be punished?

1 - no punishment

2 - mild reprimand

3 - three years formal probation
4 - one year jail sentence

5 - ten year jail sentence

6 - life imprisonment

7 - death sentence

How much force did the male actor use during the incident?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
I |
very very
little much

How much resistance did the female actor show during

the incident?

very very
little much
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How well acquainted did the actors appear to be by
the end of the dance?
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

I
gtrangers good friends

The female actor behaved in such a manner as to

provoke the male actor's advance.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

|

strongly gtrongly
disagree agree

How much responsibility should the male actor have for

not controlling his sexual impulses?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

I I

no total
responsibility responsibility

How severe do you feel the psychological trauma of

sexual assault is on the victim?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

| |
very very
little great
trauma trauma

Have you ever been raped or sexually molested?
1 - yes

2 - no
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APPENDIX 6

- Rape Myth Acceptance‘Scale

The following measure was designed to assess person's
attitudes toward rape. Each item has a scale indicating
your degree of agréement, percentage of perceived occurrence,
or strength of belief. There are no right or wrong answers,
only opinions. Please answer these items carefully but do
not spend too much time on'any item. For each question,
choose the scale score which best describes your reaction

to the item and place an (X) through it.

1. A woman who goes to the home or apartment of a man on

their first date implies that she is willing to have

sex

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

| .

strongly - v gtrongly
' agree disagree

2. Any female can get raped.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
I

,gtrongly | strongly
agree disagree



12 3 4 5 6 71

39

One reason: that women falsely report a rape is- that they

frequently have a need to call attentlon to themselves

12 3 4,.‘5'»'6 7'
S : ‘ . |

;trongly | o - - stronglye
agree , v _ disagree

Any healthy woman canhsuceessfully'resist-a rapist if"

‘she really‘wantsato;',

|
strongly L i strongly
‘agree . _ disagree -

When women go around braless or wearlng short sklrts

and tight tops, they are just asklng for ‘trouble.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

. |
strongly ' o strongly
agree » o N disagree

In the majority of rapes, the victim is promiscuous

or has a bad reputation.-

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
strongly strongly
- agree B disagree

If a girl engages in necking or petting and ‘she lets
things get out of hand, it is her own fault if her

partner forced sex on her.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

. strongly . strongly

agree ‘ disagree-
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Women who get raped while hitchhiking get what they

deserve.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

| |
strongly strongly
agree disagree

A woman who is stuck-up and thinks she is too good to

talk to guys on the street deserves to bz taught a lesson.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

|

strongly étrongly
agree disagree

Many women have an unconscious wish to bz raped, and
may then unconsciously s=t up a situation in which they

are likely to be attacked.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
| [
strongly strongly
agree disagree

If a woman gets drunk at a party and has intercourse with
a man she's met there, she should be considered "fair
game" to other males at the party who want to have sex
with her too, whether she want to or not.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

I |

strongly strongly
agree disagree
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12. What percentage of women who report a rape would you

say are angry and want to get back at the man they accuse?

1 2 3 4 5
almost about about about almost
all 3/4 1/2 1/4 none

13. What percentage of reported rapes would you guess were
ma2rely invented by women who discovered they were preg-

nant and wanted to protect their own reputation?

1 2 3 4 5
almost about about about almost
all 3/4 1/2 1/4 none

14. A person comes to you and claims they were raped. How
likely would you be to believe their statement if the

person were:

a. Your best friend?
1 2 3 : 5
T T T
always sometimes } never
|
frequently rarely
b. An Indian woman?
1 2 3 4 5
T 1 f
always sometimes l never

| |

freguently rarely
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c. A neighborhood woman?
1 2 3 4 5
| | I
always sometimes never
frequently rarely
d. A young boy?
1 2 3 4 5
| b« I
always sometimes never
frequently rarely
e. A black woman?
1 2 3 4 5
| I, |
always sometimes never
frequently rarely
f. A white woman?
1 2 3 4 5
| [, . |
always sometimes never
|
frequently rarely
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APPENDIX 7

Letter to Respondents

Dear Respondent;

It has been almost one year since you volunteered to
partiéipate in my research concerning attitudes toward
sexual assault. To refresh your memory, I came to your
summer school class (either psychology or sociology) at
the local junior college. You read a story about a young
woman who had been raped and filled out a questionnaire.
You may have wondered‘what the study was about.

The research was designed to determine if accurate

predictions of responsibility attribution can be made

given the knowledge of a person's personality make-up,
attitudes, and beliefs. Although/.;a complete picture of

a person's personality could not be obtained through exam-
ination of the responses made on the questionnaire you
filled out, some reasonably accurate assessments concern-—
ing specific personality characteristics was possible.

Results of the study indicate that accurate predictions
of attribution can be made given awareness of personal
attitudes and beliefs. Experimental findings support the
idea that persons who believe that the role of women in

society should be passive generally tend to view rape



victims
persons
society
attack.

If
of this

above.
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as more responsible for the assault. Contrastingly,
who believe women should play an active role in

tend to find a female less responsible for the
you have further questions regarding the results
research, you may contact me at the address given
Thank you again for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Dave Vick
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