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ABSTRACT

Staff-child relations of thirty-two child care workers in féur residen=
tial treatment homes for prbblem children were assessed by the Structured
Family Interaction Test (SFIT) and by the Maryland Parent Attitudé
Survey (MP4S). The SFIT consisted of a taped group discussion.of ten
hypothetical situations by a group which contained one staff member and
two adolescents. . Thirteenvbehavioral meaéures were calculated. Based

on the SFIT the parental attitudes of staff were also rated on Rorbaugh
‘rating scales. Results indicated that there is a significant positive
‘relationship between behavicral measures of dominancg from the SFIT and
Disciplinarian and Protective attitudes from the MPAS., However, workers
who endorsed rejecting parental attffudes were low on Dominance and
Conflict, Additionally, high ratings of Warmth and Permissiveﬁess on
the Rorbaugh were negatively related to Indulgent attitudes, The reverse
was true for ratings of Hostility, Anxious Emotional Involvement on the
Rorbaugh was negatively related to Ihdulgent and Rejécting parental
attitudes, Sex, race, and length of employment differences were found
on behavioral measuresvof confliect., Results indicate that parental

~attitudes in a child care worker population have 2 significant relatione

ship to behavior,
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Parental Attitudes
. o ’ 1
Behav1oral Correlates of Parental Attitudes Expressed

" By Cnild Care Staff in a Res1dential Treatment

Program for Emotionally Disturbed Children

Over 193,539 children’arevbeing treatedﬂin‘residential'treatment'
.’programs in the United States in 1972 (AACRC,‘ 1972). Despite phe |
widespreadiuse of ‘such facilities;-research on the process and out-
‘come‘of treatment is inadequate. 'A review of thevliterature reveals
that the field lacks both.concept‘consensus and definitive research
results; Most research has consisted of descriptions of specific
| centers or the characteristics of children and programs.’kGlobal
studiesvof treatment'effectiveness have yielded conflicting and
ambiguous results. Maluccio and Marlow (1972), in a review of the
literature on re31dent1al treatment, calls for filling the gap in .
research on the process of treatment. ‘Davids (1973) suggests that
.instead of attempting to determine if re51dent1al care is therapeutic
for children it is more useful to investigate the components of a
therapeutic environment. |

Since it has become almost axiomatic in treating disturbed
children that the experiences of the child in his immediate environ=
ment and his relationships with staff determine his treatment success
(Carducci, 1962; Grossbard, 1960; Simon, 1956), one method of studying
therapeutic processes is to investigate staff-child relationships in
a residential treatment home. ‘Research by Gilmour-Barrett (197L)
supports the relevancy of such an,approach. She found that the
predominant managerial system in a residential treatment‘home has a -

crucial effect on the quality of child care, This is largely through
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~its influence on the qualiiy of child-care wofkers' motivation for
their‘work‘and the“cﬁaracter of the relationéhip‘between the‘worker
and the child, bther research supports this finding (Raynes, Pratt,
Roseé, 1977; Tizard, Cooperman,‘Tizard,_1972),, | .

Parental role-therapeutic dimensions. Mayer (1960) sees the

purpose of reéidential tréatment as temporarily neutralizing thé ¢

\ influenée of ihe childis parents and piécing the child undef the care
of substi£ute parents who can provide the accepting, supportive and
controlling atmoéphere needed by the child. Othgr researchers agree
that the essential character of residential treatment is an assump=
.tion of the parental role and the;providing of adult=child relation-
ships that are conducive to emotional growth (Beedell, 1970; Diggles,
19703 Gershenson, 19563 Hirschbach, 1976; Maier, 1955; Matsushima, 196L;
Triesclman, Whittaker, Brentro, 1969.) Researchers have held that

the crucial therapeutic growth of the child is facilitated by identi-
fication with the substitute parent (Bettelheim, 1966; Rosen, 1963;
Simon, 1956). This identification depends on adult-child relation=-
ships that are charactefized by love, security and need gratification.:
Children are felt to improve at a faster rate depending on the depths
and strengths of their.iove relationships with adults.

Because fesidéntial treatment staff assume the role of surrogate
parent, consistency of values and relationships is conéidered eséential
to a child's development of a sense of security. Erikéon‘(196h) has
’stressed that the transition from one developmental period to the
next is facilitated by the parent's continuity and predictability

which becomes transformed in the child into a sense of inner security.
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When.parents haﬁe ﬁot prbvided éeéﬁriiy"and consistehcy, the residen=-
tial stafflﬁill‘bheOretically substitute‘thoée values, (Mendelbaum,
1962). - | |

Mayer (1958) Sees the relationship between the child and the
VWOrkervas varying bétwéen two dimeﬁSions.ivFirst is providing empathy,'
. understanding.and supéort.> Second is the dimensiqn of éogtrolling
~ behavior and expectation of apprdpriate'behéviqf. These two dimensions
6f staff-child interaction are strikingly similaf to. dimensions of
parental behavior studied by Schaefer (1965) and others (Roe, 1957;
Loevinger, 1961).

Child caré worker in residential treatment. The person who-

-Spends the most time with the child in a residential treatmént pro=-
gram is the child care worker. This is also the person who undertakes |
most of the parenting functions. Many researchers have stressed the
pivotal role of such workers (Béttelhéim, 19663 Hirschbach, 19763
Méyer, 19653 Matsushima, 196l). Aithough the child care worker's role
is accepted as crucial to a.thefapeuiic envifonment, its dimensions are
-undefined. There are at least six fuhdamental roles that child care
workers in group homes perform. The child care worker has to be a
homemaker, gurrogéte parént, successful model coping with daily

stréss, member of a treatment team,‘tééCher of social behavior, and
manager. of work, finances, and recreation (Hirschbach, 1975).. In
reality, the role the worker assumes as parent substitute is ofﬁen an

interplay of the worker's personal expectations of such a rolé’and the

institution's expectations (Mayer, 1965). Because of the requirements

to respond instantly to crises, the child care worker cannot be con=
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fined tO»avprescriptive outline. Addltlonally, except for a few basic
:‘practlces such as perm1351on of parents to v151t, punlshment, reli-

' gious practlces and others, there are few general rules. Mayer stresses
':that a vast quantlty of rules, which 1nterfer w1th the spontaneous
 interaction between staff and child, carries the danger of undermlnlng‘

and dehumanlzlng the therapeutlc relatlonshlp in a treatment home

1

whlch is the essence of a treatment program.
Carducci (1962) has~expla1ned the situation facing child care
workers in this manner:

‘Most child care workers come to the institution with no
initial training. The children test and the adults must
respond. Each worker comes with his own ideas of child
rearing and discipline conditioned by his own past
experience. The cottage may become a separate community
in itself, run by the individual philosophy of the workers
built in responses to the necessity of the moment. Because
of the supervisors involvement in administration of a :
multitude of daily situations he has little time for first
hand observations and is dependent on the cottage parent's
reports for his knowledge of what is happening within the
group. (peo 213)

~ In order to preserve his/her p031tlon, the worker must overtly ;

comply Wlth at least some of the prescribed institutional pOllCleS.? s

Beyond this s/he is often on his own with performance determined ‘y%3ffi
his/her own ideas and other pressures (Trieschman et al, 1971).

- Because of the gulf between the formal pollcles of many 1nst1tutlons
and the dally experlences of the child care staff, formal policies

may exert relatively-little influence on the actual staff-child
interaction.’ Beedell (1970)'and others (Matsushima, 196L; Mayer,
1960;“Trieschman et al, 1969) agree that, regardless of formal policy,
there is'always a great deal of leeway available to the child care

worker in interaction with the children. _Furthermore, child care
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workérs may act égainst the treatmént plan and see fhemselves:as good
parents or savibré aligned with the chiid agéiﬁstxthe ihStitution .
‘(Mayer, 1960). The Chlld care worker may/re81st the low status and
‘powerlessness of hls/her p031t10n by prov1d1ng a defectlve program of
ch11d care and by us1ng_the theraplst's adv1ce‘very limitedly }
(MatsuShima, l96b). .Wheﬁ.child care workefs are not inﬁegrated iﬁto'g
‘the declslon making process and  are not totally respon31ble for the
dec151ons that affect a Chlld, they may 1nteract with the children in
ways that are bad for both: for example, defen51ve or punltlve actlons,
cold indifference or emotlonal distance. Addltlonally, staff members
may enjoy and encourage the chlldren's rebelllon (Bettelhelm, 1966).

Mayer: (1960) recognizes that child care workers are in a very
difficult position.- |

They are asked to brlhgbordef 1nto‘a child's Life without

really having the capacity and authority to organize it.

They are asked to give love to the child and at the same

time maintain distance. They are asked to bring values

into the child's life without belng certaln what values

are sought. (pe 277)

Consistency in values and‘relationships is considered essential
to a child's thefapeutic success and to the develobment of a éénse of
security. The time has passed, hoﬁever, when one couple takes care of
a doien or more children for lengthy periods of time. Three, four dr
five workers maj now have thearesponsibility. There is aiso the

vproblem of frequentichanges of personnel. In the past only about 26%
-of child éare workers remained at their jobs at psychiatrié inpatient
facilities for over a year (AACRC, 1972). With.fréquent changes‘in

personnel and many different staff members assuming the parenting

role, there is a danger that the child in residentiél treatment will be
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exposed to a bew1lder1ng and p0351bly‘contradlctory array of values and_
expectatlons. Additlonally, research by Buehler, Patterson & Furness
(l966)vindicates that~staff in re31dent1a1 treatment are often 1ncon-
‘sistent in the dlstrlbutlon of rewards and punlshments and may alter=
nately reward and punish the same act. ‘

Unlike the tradltlonal therapeutlc encounter, there is llttle

iresearch prov1d1ng guldellnes for relatlonshlps in a res1dent1al
treatment environment. One recent study by Payson (1974) indicates
 that an importantbrelationship exists between the persouelity variables .
of the Child.carevworker and thatrworker's child care practices.
_Wbrkers Judged most effective by their supervisors were less ‘dogmatic,
showed more capaclty for intimate contact and uncondltlonallty of regard,
© were more acceptant of aggression and showed more self-acceptance than
their peers. However, research on the therapuetlc effect of worker
’characterlstlcs is sparse and fraught with difficulties, such as
controll;ng for between 1nst;tutlon dlfferences and determining if the
_childreﬁrassigned to each worker have equivelent problems. In view ‘

of the research by Meyer (1965) and others (Bettelheim, 197k; Rosen,
.1963, Trleschman et al, 1969) that child ‘care ‘workers come to the
1nst1tut10n w1th preconcelved attitudes and values one influence on
1nteractlon is the worker's parental role attltudes.

The influence of the chlld care workers' parental role values and,
attitudes can be understood much in the way Glldea, Glldewell and
Kantor (1961) explalned parent-child 1nteractlon. There~are certaln
plvotal p01nts where the chlld's behavior v1olates the parent's

expectations. To deal w1th thls problem, the parent must choose from
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whatever set ef alternatives his/hef experience’caq generate. Aa’
-'parent,‘fee example, can give attention to the inner"life of.the*child
.or deal only with external behavior; The parent may exert greater--
or 1esser eontrol ahd loek for causee or selutiens.‘ Not only do‘the
.parentalvattifudes.affect how the worker solves a recognized preblem;
but they also influence what is deflned as a problem.b-Trieschman et al,
(1969) agrees that the deflnltlon of mental 1llness,‘especlally with |
chlldren, rests on a tenuous assumptlon of common agreement on what
behaviors are emotlonally and socially healthy.

nInvestlgatlng parental attltudes. Various methods have been

devised to;assess parental attitudes. The raw data of ahthropologists
 have been pooled in an attempt to correlate attitudes and childerearing
- practices w1th the personallty traits of adults (Whiting & Chlld, 1953).
Laboratory observatlon of parent-cnlld interaction has frequently been
used (Escalona & Heider, 1958; Farina, 1960; Farina & Dunham, 1963;
3chuiman, 1962). Structured interviews have been used (Sears, Maccoby
& Levin, 1957; Lidz & Lidz, 1949) as have ratings by psychologists
(Lorr & Jehkins, 19533 Becker, 196L4). By far the most common approach
is to administer a paperaand pencil attitude survey to either parents.
(Loevinger; 1961 Winder, 1962) or children (Schaefer, 1965; Renson,
Schaefer & Levy, 1968). Two of the most widely used parent attitude
instrumente are the Parent Attitude Research Instrument (PARI) devised
by Schaefer and Bell (1958) and the Shoben Parent-Child Survey (1949).
Based on the voluminous‘research coﬁducted in the area of parental
attitudes, certain difficulties in research design have emerged when

parental attitudes are related to personality development, The PARI
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and the Shoben Parent-Chlld Survey have been found to have serlous
confoundlng of results by response and acqulescence sets.v Becker (1965),
in a research review of the PAPI, concluded that measures of authorltar-
ian attltudes reflected in most of the subscales of the PARI are
strongly 1nf1uenced by an acqulescence-response set and by the‘educa-~
tional level of‘tnebrespondent. Pumroy (195&) found 31m11ar problems
: w1th response sets u31ng the Shoben Parent=Child Survey. ‘
Bell (1958) has summarlzed the dlfflcultles encountered in relate
_ing parental attitudes to a child's personality functioning. He found
that it is dlfflcult to assert that obtained dlfferences between parent-
al attitudes measured after the development of children reflect factors
operating.at the time children werevdeveloping. Secondly, attitudes
can be influenced_by social context such that different measured
attitudes can be elicited from the same subjects in different social
situations and an attitude‘can be changed by differences in relation=
ships between the respondent and the questioner. Third, respondents
may be unable to answer questions in a way.that is indicative of tbeir
spontaneous day-to-day bebavior. )Fourth, parents can react quite
differently to various children in-the‘same family‘irregardless of
- expressed attitudes, Fiftb, it has been found that similar overpro=-
tective attitudes‘are endorsed by mothers of‘children with'a variety
of physical or emotlonal disorders (Bell, 196L1). There seems to be
certaln reactive attltudes that develop from the context of caring
for an 1dent1f1ed problem child. Such attitudes, identified in
research with the parents of schizophrenic children (Mark, 1953)

have been assumed to cause or contribute to the problem behavior
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rather ‘than be a reaction to such behaviorpv'

Cluster of parental attltudes and personallty functlo 1ng.

Certaln types of parental behav1or and attitudes have tended to cluster v

into deflnable unlts across research studies. Schaefer (1958) has -

held that there are two fundamental dlmen51ons of parental behav1or.,
) autonomyhcontrol and love-reJectlon. Roe (1957) theorlzed simllar

' dlmen31ons of neglecting-overprotectlng and demandlng and a second

dinen81on of re3ect1ng-10v1ng. Raskin (1971) using a factor ana1y31s
:of children's reports of parental behav1or, found three magor factors:
- acceptance, psychologlcal control, and firm control-lax control._
Others have also 1dent1f1ed these dlmen31ons in varlous contexts and
o w:th varlous populatlons (Becker, 196&, Lorr & Jenklns, 1953,
Lov1nger, 1961, Mllton, 19583 Renson, Schaefer & Levy, 1968, Roe &
Slegelman, 1963, Symonds, 1939). Certaln assoc1atlons have been found
between dlmen81ons of parental behav1or and behav1or of offsprlng.
Numerous research studles have 1ndicated that parents of dlsturbed
children tend to be more rejectlng than parents of normal chlldren _
(Duncan, 1971° Mussen, Congen & Kagen, 1963;. Rndberg, 1967, Schulman,
1962), Such. results have been found across measuring 1nstruments
" including observed play (Schulman, 1962), parental reports of parental
attitudes (Winder, 1962), chlldren s reports of parental attltudes
(Schaefer, 1965) and 1nterview technlques (Eron, 1961). Peterson
(1959, 1961) found that strlct, cold, aggre551ve and harsh attltudes
were related to a variety of personallty and conduct problems in

chlldren as well as to chlldhood autism,

- When parental hostlllty is joined with the use of physical
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~punishment as a method.of control, children tend'to”engage in‘more

| aggressivehbehavicr than their peers (Becker, 962 nron, 1961

VolenSki, 1963). Fearfulness in sons has also been related to Dunitive

'parenting patterns (Cohen, 1973) as has the use by adolescent boys

of fantasy denial (Kovacs, 1958). A strict home env1ronment also

decreases the tendency for children to expect gratlflcation in social
relatlons (Wyer, 1965) and seems to be negatlvely related to measures
of creat1v1ty and orlginallty in children and'positively related to
academic performance (Nicholas, 196L). The use of high punitiveness
and high use of physical punishnent in fathers, when combined with
attitides of low self-esteem and‘high ambivalence in mothers, has
been associated with four categories of social deviancv in hoys ;

i.e. aggre531on, dependency, withdrawal and depre551on (Winder, 1962),

~ Thus, certain parental attitudes of punitiveness, high discipline,

low self-esteem and ambivalence have been shown to negatively affect
a child's development.

Freeman (1955) found that mothers of‘schizophrenics tended to
hold possessive attitudesvtonard child rearing. Attitudes also
tended to be clnstered in the areas of self-sacrificing martyrdom.
subtle domination and overprotectiveness., They also expected une
questioning conformity with parents' nishes. Mark (1953) found that
mothers of schizophrenic sons tended to be either overly devoted or
detached., Parental attitudes'of‘repressive overcontrol are paramount
thrbughout the literatupre investigating parental attitudes in families
of emotionally:disturbed children'(Duncan, 1971). Furthermore, it

has been discovered that inhibited, neurotic children as opposed to
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aggressive or delinquent childreh tendbto‘code frohifamilies where;'
excessiwe control hes beeh,exeroised in their upbringing»(RoSeuthal,
Ni, Finkelstein.&“Berkowits; 1962;.Ridberg,,1967)o Girls seem:to fare
worst’when.over-protected whiie boys seem‘to'have more problemsvwhen
there is a lack of‘support’or diScipline (Brohfenbrenner, 1960) |
Problem chlldren frequently come from homes marked by confllct
‘dI(Ackerly, 1933, Bonney, l9hl MacDonald, 1938). Gerber (1976) con-'”“VA
cluded that there is greater confllct between parents of dlsturbed
children than between parents of normal chlldren in overall acceptance'-
or regectlon of the child. She~also.found that,parents‘of dlsturbed
.chlldren‘were dlsqrepant_ln their perception of the ehild's looks,
menner of expressing feelings-and in intelligence.'b .
Extensive research has 1nvest1gated the relatlonshlp of parental
‘»attltudes to the personallty functlonlng of children.. Certaln con-‘
bs1stent‘and per31stent-assoclat1ons of parental attitudes of hérshhessgt’
rejection, over-control and conflict and a child's emotional and
behav1oral difficulties appear throughout the literature, Sears, ‘
| Maccoly and Lev1n (1957) hold that 31nce any given behavior is the
product of many influences, it would be 1mposs1ble to obtain hlgh
correlations between s1ngle chlld-rearlng dlmen31ons and measures of
Chlld behav1or. .The per31stent relatlonshlps that appear across
research methods and populatlons, however, substantiate the ex1stence
of a relatlonshlp between attltudes toward chlld rearlng and a child's

ability to cope emotlonally and - 1ntellectually.
‘Research on thettherapeutlc process in residential treatment

programs has largely ignored the'role‘of'the child care worker as
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’parent surrogate. It is that veryrrole,'however, that is often consid=
ered'crucial'to a child's(therapeutic'success. ‘Since the dimensions of
the parenting role are often determlned by the attltudes and values of

i

the 1nd1v1dual worker, 1t appears that an 1nvest1gatlon of a worker's

parental attltudes is in order. The central questlon becomes whether the

attltudes of a chlld care. worker as measured by a parental attltude
;survey have a relatlonshlp to behav1oral measures of hlS interactlon
with chlldren under his care. o o |
To address the questlon, the Maryland Parent Attltude Survey (MPAS)

by Pumroy (1966) was given to child care workers in four residential
‘treatment homes for problem adolescents. Pumroy de81gned the MPAS to
~ control for ‘social de31rab111ty in a manner similar to the method used
in the Edwards Personal Preference Schedule (195k). Other widely used
1nstruments such as the PARI and the Parent Attltude Scale do not |
bcontrol for response sets of subgects. The four magor scales of the
MPAS are dlsclpllnarlan, 1ndulgent, protectlve and reJectlng.‘ The
workers also participated 1n a structured group--the Structured Famlly
Interaction Test (SFIT) developed by Farlna (1960) The SFIT has been
found useful in d1fferent1at1ng famlly interaction oatterns and parental
‘attitudes w1th parents of dellnquent and normal adolescents (Duncan,
‘ 1971, Hetherlngton, 1971) and w1th famllles of schlzophrenlcs (Farlna,
1960), The SFIT yields ten behav1oral measures of domlnance and
confllct. Tralned raters assessed parental attltudes from the taped
'discuSSion using a rating_scale&by-Rorbaugh (1966).' The scales include;bx
(a) warmth (b) Hostllltv, (c) P081t1veness of Expectatlons, (d) Per-

ml351veness/Restrlctlveness, (e) Anx1ous Emotlonal Involvement, and
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" (£) Type of Discipline. | |
PastdreSearch on the relationship oflparen£a1 attitndesvﬁo a'child!sj
_behavior have found consisientlresults;‘ Parental atfitudes of dominance,
‘overconcrol3’overprotectiveness andirejection’Were found with the parents
of.problem:adoleSCents. Therefore, based on past research in the area. -
of parental attitudes the follow1ng relatlonships were antlclpated.
‘(1) Wbrkers who scored hlgh on the dlsclpllnarlan scale of the MPAS
would score hlgh on domlnance as measured by the SFIT._ They would also
score high on the dlsclpllne and restrlctlveness scales of the Rorbaugh
measure., (2) Wcrkers who score high on the 1ndulgent scale of the MPAS
“would score high on the Rorbaugh scales of warmth and perm1ss1veness.;
' They would score low on dlsclpllne, anxious emotlonal 1nvolvement, nega-
tive expectatlons, and hostlllty. Dominance scores on the SFIT ‘would
also‘be low. (3) Workers who scored hlgh on the protectlveness scale
of the MPAS would also score hlgh on the Rorbaugh scales of restrlctive-
ness, anxlous emot10nal 1nvolvement and negatlve expectatlons. They
iwould also score hlgh on the behav1oral 1nd1cators of protectlveness
~and on the domlnance scale of the SFIT. (h) Workers who score hmgh
on the regectlng scale of the MPAS would. score hlgh on confllct on the
SFIT and would also score hlgh on the Rorbaugh scales of hostlllty, >

N

negatlve expectatlons and restrlctlveness.,
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METHOD

.,Subjects. ’The:subjédts were thirty?two_child care workeré ffom '
'fouf private, state contracted residentia1 trea£ment homes for prbbleﬁ
adolescehts. The children were reférréd‘(l) for beingvlegally class= |
ified as delinquent, (2) by a mental health professional due to moder-
ately’severé emotional difficﬁlties, or (3) by pareﬁts or guardians
because bf‘theichild's unmanagéable behavior. Al the homes mixed
children with different,referrgl backgrbuﬁd$;v Half the workers were
male and half were femalé;, They were ali volunteers, Ali the subjects
4bbad worked in the institution for at least six months. It has been
found that workérs £end to form.similaf methods of wofking‘with child-
ren as a fﬁnctibniof iengﬁh‘of ﬁimeiin an'institution (Trieschmah et al.,
1969). Thérefbre, thié.time périod reqﬁirement was used.

. Procedure; Introdﬁctory remarké explaiﬁed'thefpurpose of the
research and the'ta§é~iecording,' Each staffvmember was initiaily
seen individuaily and privately presentéd with the ten problem situatioﬂs
from the SFiT. 'They were asked to give his/her‘personal gpinioh oh how
~ the problem shéuld bé solved. The ten situations from the SFIT were:
1, Your daughter/son comes home from school on a Friday
and tells you that s/he has a date to go to the movies
that evening, You learn that her/his date is with someone
s/he knows you do not approve of. . o :
2. You ask your daughter/son to piék‘up her/his foom.
'S/he mumbles something and goes right on watching tele=-

vision,

/

3. You ask your daughter/son what time s/he came in last
~night. S/he tells you midnight, but you had been up
until one in the morning, so you know this is not true. ;

o Glanéing into yoﬁr bedroom, you notice your daughter/
~son taking money from your purse/wallet. '
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JYour daughter/son is having a party at your house and

tells you that one party s/he went to was ruined because
the parents stayed around all the time. S/he is hinting
that s/he.doesn't want you in the way, _

6,

Your daughter/son comes home after going to town,

Glancing into her/his room, you see her/him take a new
sweater out from where s/he had hldden it under her/hls

- coat,

Te

Your daughter/son comes home after an evenlng out

- with a group of teenagers who have a reputation of
being wild, and with whom s/he has been spending a
great deal of time recently.

| 8. You told yeur daughter/son to be home by mldnlght.
It is now two in the morning when you hear her/hlm at
the door, '
9. The school authorltles call you in the evening when

you and’ your daughter/son are at home. They tell you
that s/he has been sklpplng schoolo :

10. .

You and your husband/w1fe are going to a party at

a friend's house. You tell your daughter/son that s/he
will have to stay home and watch the younger kids. S/he
becomes very upset and says that s/he was going to go to
"~ a show with her/his frlends, and that you just don't
- want. her/him to have any fun.

15

After thls 1n1t1al 1nterv1ew, the worker was “told that each situa=

tion would be the topic of a group dlscu551on among hlm/herself and -

two adolescents from his/her 1nst1tutlon. S/He was also told that

the study was to determine possible parental solutions to the problems

and the adolescent‘s perceptions of parental attitudes; After each

staff member gave his/her individual reeponse to the problem situation,

- the worker was brought together with two adolescents from his/her

treatment home and the group was asked to reach a mutually agreeable

solutlon to handllng the problems, The dlscu551on of each situation

’ contlnued untll all members of the group said the terminating 51gna1,

“agree"

If the final solution was not clear, the 1nterv1ewer asked
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o what'thevfinal solution‘was;: If the discussion ‘became. unduly lenothy,

" he also remindedthe group of the time l’imit.' The interviewer did not
vtparticipate’invthe discussion in anyuway. Addltlonally, the 1nterv1ewer
'nwas careful not‘to make‘eye contact With any member of the group when
v she completed readlng a 31tuatlon, so that a partlclpant did not feel
‘"obllgated to speak flrst. After the group dlscu531on, each member of
‘the group was asked to comnlete the Maryland Parent Attltude Survay.
Based on thls taped group dlscu351on thirteen behav1ora1 measures
’werevcalculated for each part1c1pant. They are llsted below, The first
ten measures were prev1ously used to study the relatlonship of parental :
values to dellnquency (Hetherlngton, 1971), ‘interactions between parents
'(Farlna, 1960 Hetherlngton, l967),‘and 1nteract10ns between parents and.
child (Farina & Holzberg, 1968) The first six were assumed to measurev‘
;dominance and the next four were assumed to measure confllct. Addltlon-
_ally, the last three measurements were added to measure protectlveness._
1. Speaks flrst the number of tlmes each staff member
’—spoke flrst in the ten 1nteractlon 51tuat10ns. »
‘v 2. Speaks last. the number of tlmes the staff member made
the flnal comment 1n the dlscu351on when the statements
were not 31mply 1nd1cat1ng acceptance of a pos1t10n
 initially taken by another group member.
3}‘ Percentage of total words spoken' uord counts were
made and the percentage of the total number of words
spoken was calculated for each worker.
_b..hPa331ve acceptance: The number of times the staff

member passivelyvaccepted.thejsolution‘of,another .
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ﬁithout»eléboration was calculated.

S. Ratio of unsuccessful to totalVatﬁémpted'interruptions:

A sﬁccessful iﬁterfuption was écored‘if‘the adolesceht

sﬁopped.speaking‘for a£ léast two secondéland the worker}was‘

able to exprESs at.leést a complete phrése 0r>was able to

change the directidn 6f fhe ccnyersation. Aﬂ unsuccesSful '

' iﬁterruptiSn'occﬁrred if the adolescent did not stop for'

.aﬁ least two éecondS‘and the-worker was unablé to express a

'coﬁpleté thought‘or,redirect the“conversétion._

6. Yielding: The number of times the worker shifted from
his ini£ial individual Solution to the finaleOint‘solution.

7. Simuitaneous speech: the number‘of-cccasions.the_staff
member spoke at the‘same time as a child for 1onger than

five seconds.v |

8 Diségreemehps and aggreSSionsé this inciuded £he
nnmber of timés the worker disagreed or aggressed against

a group member in tﬁe.interview. It included contradic=-
tions; saréasﬁ or an# réactioﬁ of shock‘to ﬁroposed
solution, | |

”9. The number ofrtimes the group was unable to reach

final agreement about the way:a situaﬁioh should be
handled.

| 10, »Interruptibns: the total number of times a worker

interfupfed a child. ‘

11. The number of.tiﬁeé‘a staff member asked an opinion

of a specific child,
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12, The number of times a staff'ﬁémbef{elaboréted on a }lb 3
1.child's oplnlon or 1ndlcated approval of a chlld's oplnlons.
13. The number of times a staff member defended a chlld's
opinlons or person. .
Based on these,measﬁres QICOﬁpoéite‘score‘for domihahce, conflict and
'protectiveness'ﬁés¢calculated.

Scorinngrobédure; A trained rater 1iéteﬁéd to the taped inter-

vieWs and‘independenﬁly rated the thirteen behavioral meaSures from
the SFIT 1nto composite scores for conflict, domlnance and protectlve-
ness. Slnce direct behav1ora1 measures have extremely h1gh 1nter3udge
rellabllltles, only one rater was used to evaluate them. Two raters
also llstened to the taped interviews to judge parental attitudes of
the&workers. Rorbaugh's (1966) six point rating scales were used to
rate these attitudes. (See Aﬁpendix‘B). "Interjudge reliability was
.76. After each rater completed the scoring‘of an iﬁterview, a third
person reviewed the ratings, met with the raters‘and resolved any

discrepancies that were present. The raters were blind to the results

of the MPAS,
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'RESULTS

Parent Attitudes. The parental attitudes expressed on the MPAS -

were correlated by a Pearson Product Moment correlation to composite
behavioral measures of dominance, oonfllct and proteﬁtlvenpss from the
SFIT. They were also-éorrelated to ratlngs of Darpn+al attitudes based -
on the Rorbaugh scale. Varlous significant relations were found between
MPAS endorsed narental attitudes and both behavioral measures and

»Rorbaugh ratlnvs.

Disciplinarian Scale, Those workers who endorsed Disciplinarian

parental sttiindes were high on comoosite behavioral measures of

dominance. (r = .33, p<.03). This can be seen in Tablell.

- Insert Table 1

when individual behavioral measurss that comprise scales are consideread,

various consistencies in responding become apparent, See Table 2,

Insert Table 2

The behavioral measure "speaking first" had a negatiVe‘ielationship with
disciplinarian attitudes (r = =.35, p<.02)while a "hizh"percentage of

words spokenﬁ'had a positiﬁé correlation withbdisciplinarian attitudes

(r = 2L, p<;08). "Inability ﬁovreach»a solution" was also ﬁegatively
related to.disciplinarian attitudes (r = =,2l, p<.08), while behavioral
measurps of Droteﬂtwveness were not consistently rnlated to dig ciplinarian ‘

attitudes, This can be seen in Table 3 and L,
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Table 1
Cbrrelationsvof Comppsime‘Behavioral Measures “
With Parental Attitudes
Pareﬁtal Attitﬁdes | Behavioral Heasures
| Dominance  Conflict ;Protectivéness‘
Disciplinarian 33 -0 | .29
' ‘ P<.03 P lib | - p<e13
Protective | W37 .15 o .08
: P<.0L P<.20 . P<e32
Indulgent ' 21 ‘:18 -,009
: p<.ll pP<a16 p<.L8
Rejecting ‘ S -.26 | -2 -,02

p<.07 P<.008 Pl
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‘Table 2
CorrelatiOQS'of Behavioral Méaéures
of Dominance With Parental Attitudes
'-Parental '»BehaVioralfMEasuréS'
Attitudes R T . * oo
Speaks Speaks Words Passive  Unsuccessful” Yield
' Firstﬂ‘ Last ~ Spoken Accept Interruptions
‘Disciplinarian  =,35  -,16 .2 = =.19 1,009 -.05
| | P<.02  p<l7 - p<i08  p<.lh . p<.L7 p<.38
 Protective ‘;25'_J.',32 ;h3’ C =,09 . ' .06 030
' P<.07  p<.03 p<.007 p<.30 P36 P<.0L
Indulgent .27 =.06 -,005 .1k .12 o0k
: P<s06  p<e35  pg.l8 P2l P2l P<.39
Rejecting -1 =06 =16 .ok =21 -.35
. ) p(ozl . p<036 i p(.lB p(039 : p(oll p<‘02

3 ' s : ' .
. The numbers entered into the dominance measure in the reverse direction
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~ Insert Tablo 3 and I

~

Observers using the Rorbaugh scale rated those workers who endorsed Discip=
linarian attitudes as less warm (r = .29, p<05) and as having negative

expectations for'the‘ohildren'svbéhavior., (r = .30, p<.OL), See Table 5.

- Insert TableVS,

Ratings on "Pe"m1581vene<s“ were also negatlveTV related to Discip=-

11narlan attltudes (r = -,35, P(-O2)

/ . . . o
' Protectlve Sca’e. Those workers who endorsed Protective parental

attltudes were hlgh on com0051te bphav1oral measures of dom¢nance from
the SFIT. (?_'." 0373 p(oOl)
On individual behaviorsl meazsures from the SFIT, high Pronoctlve'

workers wers h h on "sneaklng first" 1n the dlscuss*on (r = .25, P<s07)

>"”and on "speaklng 1ast" (r = 32, p<e 03) They were also high on the

"onrcentage of words spoken" (r =‘.L3, p<.OO7) and on refusal to vzald
to a group dec_olon (r = 30, p<,04) These’ high MPAS Pro+eﬂt¢ve workers

were not rated bv the observers in any conswsten+ dﬂrectlon.

Indulgent Scano. Thpre were no 515n1flcant relatlonshlos betwnen
high scores on the mPAS Indulgeﬂt scal@ and SFIT bchawora1 measures oP>
domlnance, conflict and protectlveness. However, observers‘rated hlgh
MPAS Indulgent workers as hlgh on Warmth (r ='.39; < Ol),tPositive
xExpeotations‘(r = =.L0, p(.Ol) and Pevm ssiveness (r = 37, p<a0L).
.Indulgant endorsing workers were also rated as less anxious in thelr
dealings‘wifh the chlldren'(g = -928, p¢.05) and as less hostile .
(2 = —.27,'p(5065; fhéSe workefS’were seen és less iikely to use power

assertion in their discipline (r = =.39, p<.01),

- Rejecting Scale, Workers who advocated rejecting parental attitudes
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Table 3
Correlations of Behavioral Measures

of Conflict With Parental Attitudes

Behavioral Measures

Parental ~ Simultaneous ~ Disagree ~ No - Interrupt
Attitudes ‘Speech Agoress Solution 7
Disciplinarian .05 .13 -2 0L
P37 P22 pgl08 Pg.bb
Protective ‘ | LOoL = 20 -.01 ‘ .09
 Indulgent .10 -0k =19 .05
Rejecting . =.28 =36 -.09 -.25

pP¢05 P<.02 P30 p (.07



Parental_-Attitudei |
' . : 2

Table L
Correlations df BehaﬁioraiﬁMeaéufesvof_‘

~ Protectiveness With Parental Attitudes

~ Parental Attitudes ~ DBehavioral Measures

N - Asks Opinion - . Elaborates’ .Défends

Disciplinarian =11 .09 a2
B ' - p<026 : ‘ ) p<029 : .’ . . p(.lO "
Protective 11 B &
: e pPf.26 - P39
Indulgent -~ .03 02 09
 Rejecting . .06 R B« FO =,20
| - o pg.36 . P39 pr.l2
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Observer Ratings

Parental Attitudes

Disciplinarian Protective Induleent Rejecting-

. *Warmth

3% e

Positiveness
of ‘

Expectations

Anxious
Emotional
Involvement
Hostility
Permissiveness

Restrictiveness

Type of Discipline

ps.1l

»29

p¢.05

«30

POk

017
P<e17

W15
P<{+20

‘035
P<.02

2185

.0l
D L0

.05

- pge38

) -922

» p(oll

«19

p<.13

-,18
‘p<.15

.16
p<.18

-39

p<.01

oo, . . . -
High scores are in opposite direction from scale name

- pg(.02

.05
p<.38

-2l

'p<028
b-ol9
pS.1l

o2k
P<.08

-.05
p<.39

‘ ';51”
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on the S“IT were rated low on composite behav1oral measures of domlnance

(= .26, p<,07) and.confllpt (r = -,42, p(,QOO8) When~}nd1v1dual be-
havworal measures are cons idered; "jielding to the greup decision" was
‘negatively related to MPAS Rejecting parental attitudes (r = -ﬁS,ip<902)
';as wae‘Eiﬁuitaneous sneech" (r = =.28, p<.05), "disagreements and
b'aggfessidns“ (r = -.36, p< 02), and the "number of 1nterrupt10ns“,

| ‘js ;;255 D 07). Observers‘rated high MPAS'Rejeéting'scale'SCQfés as.
warm (2}= -.51, p<.02) and pefmissive {r . ;2&, p<.08). |

Demographie Differences. A t test was computed between the scores

of blaok and white Workers to determine important response differ ces

The meg:s of the two groups or the behavioral measures is on Table 6,

vInsert'Table 6

r“here were 51gn1f1cant dlffereﬁces on seven of the 26 DOSSlble comparlsons.i
On the composite oonfllct score, cau casian workers were signlflcantly
higher ( p<.01). Consistent wi@h the coﬁposite seofe ére the indi id
‘nal cbnflictbmeasures, The caucasiaﬁ worker was'significantly higher
on "inability to reach a decision® (p<.00L) and on "number'of'in?errup-
tions" '(.0(.000)a ‘However, s/he'was’a]so more likely to yield to the
group dec151ons (pg.01) and had more successtL 1nte”ruptwons than

hls/her olack counterpart (f<.01) The_caucasian worker was less
lllkely to 03431ve1y accept a group decision (p<.08) snd more likely to
defend a child's opinion (p<.01).

wMale-femalekdifferences in responding were also cemoared, There

were five significant dlfferences out of 26 possible comnav*sons.

The male worker was.less_likely to pragsively accept the group opinion



. ’Raéé and1SéX Differences

 Table 6
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- Behavioral
Measures

 ‘Speaks'};
. First

©  Speaks o
- Last

4 of Words

- Spoken

" Passive =
- Acceptance’

Unsuccessful

“to Total

~ Interruptions

-HYiéidihg 

~ Simultaneous

Speech

- Disagreements/

 Agressions -
" No solution

- Interruptions

Asks Opinion -

Elaborates -

:Defends,

. *p<e OS

f***§(4001 -

'5;0 ‘

:v 9;2 _.

‘in;28 
1L H

2.2

2.7

Demographic Varisbles

Female

> ,'6;6U :11”

s
fjg;i’“
'»1;9w‘

9.

3,0

P

2.2

1.3%

‘Blaékvv

68
s

o
,‘ Q5h F_‘

. 9,u -

L

16

’   ;18.,
2.l

3.5 ”

B8l

ﬁfWhite._'

6

:5f3'75; j

"'  50

o0

2.7
9.
9

ls.0

. 080

loé**’"f‘

55

2.8
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without comment (p( 03) but more frequently elaborated on a child's
i:oplnlon (D(.O4) The fcmaTQ worker envaged 1n mor 51mg1tacecus,speach
‘(P(.OQ4), interruptlcns (p(.OZ)jand was less likely to yield,har opinion -
“_Lf(p(.OOO).V'" | KO R |
o Lcng term'workérs'(cvéffoﬁé-year)iwera compared with short térm‘

workers (more than three moﬁths but less'thanﬁa:year).v See Table 7.

- Insert Table 7

~The short tefm»workerAWas mofe»likely to FpassiVely‘accept"‘(p(.OOl).: |
S/He was more likely to reaChﬁa consensual‘opihioh_(p<.01), However,
- s/he was higher in o?efall,conflict;scorésf(p{;06)f These compafisons

are found in Table 7 and 8.

Insert Table 8

wcrkefSFWith‘children;cf‘thaif'oﬁn wereIcaﬁparedcwith~wofkers who
‘had no childréﬁ;‘ Thera were aiénificant d;éferenccég Thes"parént“f
worka” was. hlgher on "pa351vn acceptance" gp(,001) -and "%ucceasful~ B

*n+erruntﬂons" (p(.OO), but less high on the numbpr of "diéagreémehtsf’
}and agore531ons" (p<.01) and 1nterruotlon5‘(p<,01)@ He‘was a1§ofseen
as warmer on the Rorbaugh scales (p(.O’) and low oﬁ £he Rejection

scaln of the MPAS (p(.O?)
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Table 7 v v
Length of Employment and Child/No Child Differences
'bn'the Struc£ured Family'Interaction‘Tes£‘
Behavioral DemographiC'Variébles
Measures : - » T ) e
’ Long Term - -  Short Term - Child No Child.

Speaks 5.9 7. 8.3 5.5
First ' » «
Spea.ks Soo ‘ 602 500 5;6 »
Last , | :

% of Words L6 5.9 5.0 5.1
Spoken - '

'Passive 8.3 9.2***_ﬁ 7.7 _9¢0*%
Acceptance ‘ ’

 Unsuccessful , o *** 
to Total - 1.9 2,1 «20 2.8

~ Interruptions ' :

© Yielding 9.3 9,0 9.4 9,1

- Simultaneous 1L 1.5 1.2 1.6
Speech ' » . :

: Disagreements/ 3.3 2,9 1.6 3,97 |

Aggressions _

' No Solution 76 27 Lo .68
Interruptions «95 1.5 .60 1.&%*
Asks Opinion 2.6 2.8 2.4 2.8

~ Elaborates - L6 5.2 3.6 S;M

Defends 2.0 2.l 1.8 2,3
#p.05

POl



 Table8

. Parental Attitud

 Demographic Differences on Composite Behavioral Measures

R ‘>o£,the18tructuredvFamiiyvInteractién"Test 

es
30

~ Demographic
f*Variables

 Male
Fémalev>
Black

' White

Long
'VTerm ‘

Short
Term

Child

No Child

#p (.05
*¥%p ¢, 01
%D (. 001

 Composite Behavioral Measures

\_DbminéﬁCe,  ' Conflict PfotectiveneSs;

Bl

3.2
35,6
A
35,2

39.9

- 35.8
37.3

h02 |

3.2

6.8

8.1

5.6

8.0

: 8.1 -

e

9.5"

8.5
9.6

68

10.7
8.8

10,5

7.8
10.13
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- DISCUSSION

‘ Extensive research has related parental attltudes to the personallty
- development of chlldrena Thls research indicates that par ntal attitudesl
of puhitiveness, rejection, over-control and rlvld dlscwpllne can have
‘detrimental:effects. In v1ew of the parental role assumed by ch1ld care.
workers in resldentlal treatment, it is crucial to determine if the
attltudeS'toward parentlng a worker professes affects his beﬁavier with
his/her charges, The results of this study show that a worker's parent-
al attitudes affect worker-child interaction in pre 1rtable Wavs.

Disciplinarian Attitudes. Past research in the area of parental

_»attitudesrérorided the hjpothesis that workers whovscored high on the -
eDlSClnllnarlan scale of the MPAS would score hlvh on behaVﬂoral measnres
of domlnanve on the SFIT, Workers: were also expec%ed.to‘score highvon
the Disciplinarian and_Restrictiveness seales of the Rorbaugh;l‘mheSe
relaticnsﬁips were substantisted, This is a crucial finding in view

of tne researﬂh reviewed by Duncan (19?1) Duncan concluded that a
parental.ettitude of restrictiveioverccntrol is_found throughout;the;
literature in families of emotionally disturbed children,

A certain behavior pattern that goes. w1th nloh 01501pllnar1an
Chlld rearing attltudes emerged when individual att:tude correlates
were consiﬁered.' In the child care worker's interactions with hls/her
charges;'s/he tended-to dominate converSations,and insure task"completion°
S/He was not concerned with fostering autonoﬁy,or defending a child's

opinion, The high Disciplinarian worker was rated by observers as
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embtionally neutral in reactions to the children and as having rredomin-
ately negative expectations for the child's behavior,

Protectiveness Attitudes, It may appear puzzling that a signifi=

cant negative‘relationshipvexistéd.beﬁween Diéciplinarian atﬁitudes,
ard "speaking firé@" in an interaction, ﬁowevér, when this'relatiOQShip
‘was seeﬁ in cbniunétibh with the éignificant poqiﬁive relatiQnShip bet--
"ween Protectlve oarental attitudes on the MPAS and "spea cing fnrst“>
.and "speaklng last" in an 1nteract*on, then the behavior became clearer,“
"Speakihg firSt" and "speaking last“ do not assess dominance but measure
attempts't§'protect or control the child. The MPAS Protective scale
bstressed cénfrolling the child's auténomy and allcwingrlittlé indepén-
dent, actidn; For eXample, the item "Parents éhould watch their child-
ren all the tlme to keep them from belnc hurt" is endorsed on the
Protectlve scale of the MPAS.» The protectlve meaSureS'on the:SFIT-,
"asxlng-oplnlons"‘ "elaborating on én'opinion", and "defendinc éﬁ

i on"-stressed less the direct control of behavwor than the items
on the MPAS Protectlve scaleg They did nqt consistently relatg to the
MPAS Protectiveness scale.v‘Therefore, the initial hypothesis of a
positive reletionship bet&esn the MPAS Protectiveness scale and be-

| haﬁioral protéctiﬁeness meésures‘on the SFIT was not confirmed. No
relationships were found between protecﬁiva control on the MPAS and
Rorbaugh ratings of‘Réstrictiveness.

Indulgent Attitudes, Indulgent attitudes by workers on the MPAS

had a‘clearer>relationship to overt behavior., Workers who scored
‘high on Indulgent attitudes were judged by the raters to be warm,vper-v‘

missive individuals who showed a relaxed, calm, easy interaction it}
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adotﬁs:ents in éhéir group hcme,»‘The raters judge 4 them as hav1n signia
ficently h ig ler expectat ions for the ch}ld's behavior and as‘more'likely
to emphasize internalizatlon Of controls and valges in their discipline
approach.v These results confirmed thn 1n1t1@1 hypothesis of a pOSLtwve
_relatiohship betieen the APAS Indu]cence scale and the Rorbaugh ratlnvs
of Warmth and Perm1351veness. The predlcted nevat1ve re7a+1onsh1p
‘between Indu¢oance on the WPhS and the Rorba"ch ratings of Anxious
Emotional}InVolvement, Negative Expectations, and Hostility was also
confirmed, SFIT domlnanve scores were low for high Indulgent Workers

as was predlcted.

Rejecting Attitudes. ~ Those workers who were high on Rejection on

the MPA S were low on ﬂom0051te measures of domlnanva and conP71ct on‘

the SFIT.' They were 11ke1y to Jleld to group oplnlon and unllxelv to
engave in simultaneous speech, 1nterruot or dﬂsagree during the dlS- ;
cussioneu Thev were rated on the Rorbauch as relaxed and matter of fact
in their parcntgnv approach. These puzzling relatlonsnlps were cl r'P‘éd
when the itehs endorsed in the MPAS were investicated.;.The MPAS Rejecting
iscale stressed the seoaratﬂon of +he adult from the parentlnv role rather
than rejection of the child. Items that had to be endorsed_were'"Child—

- ren should not interfere with their parents' night out" or’"Most parents
are relieved when theﬂr chlldren 1c‘1?‘1:511137 go to slﬁep" Thus,; the MPAS
Rejection scale was largely measuring a relaxed, possibly eﬁen,uniﬁ-
volved, approach to child ?eariﬁg, The 1ack'of relation betweén MPAé
Rejection and ra i gs of hostility or coldness on the Rorbahoh underscore‘
the llmlted d@fln*tlon that can ‘be applied ¢ ‘o the MPAS Rejecting scale@

. 0

Consequently, the in al nvpotbeszs that the MPAS Rejecting scale was
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o,i Liv ely related to conflict on the IT and to the Ro“baugh scales of
Hostility, Negative Expectations and Restrictiveness was not cdnfirmed’n

-Demographie Differences. The caucasian female worker who had been

in the rééidéntial‘hdme less than one year was most 1iké1y to have
conflict with the adoléscents._ She was 1nss 11kelv to yield her position
once staﬁed. Short term workers engavod in more conflict than veteran
workers;  The WOng term worknr was more 11<elv to engage in éuch péséive
vbehav1ors as acceptlng o+hers' oplnlons or not reachlnv a solution.
vworkers who already had children of,their own showedearmér, more'
positive and less Ponfllct ridden relaulonsblps vlth the adolescents,
They were less likely to advocate separatlon and 1ndeoendenc9 from the
parental role. This ;ndlcates that being a pgrentvmay be 2 useful
consideration in choosing workers. Sehavioral measures as a whole

Were more‘likély to indicate démographic differences.than.were observér's

ratings or self-endorsed attitudes,

IMPLICATTONS . | |

The ﬁse-bf parental attitude surveys, including the position that
they are too inéonclusive to be of much vélue'(Beckére 1965), has been
controversizal. However, this: studv, whlch used the IMPAS, iﬂdibated_
that important relatﬂonshlps between parental Disci plinarian, PrétecfiVea
Indnlzent and Rejectinz attitudes and behavior exist in a child care
worker pqpulation. This research supported the beiief that parental
'attitudé scales are useful instrumenﬁs_in predicting behavior in a

certain type of adultechild interaction, T+t affirms the premise that a

e

child care worker's beliefs about parenting

=S

n general affect his/her

specific behavior in dealing with the children under his/her care,
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:ﬁowevér,wif has‘nctfbeéﬂ determined_if'the childvé vaorkors' attiﬁudes
_anEICorrespoﬁdip behaV1o? dlffereﬁces bavé.an ,ffect'on treatment, This -
:could ée.determined_by~using,the MPAS to,ﬁifferéhfiate high aﬁdilgw scor=-
'eré on'ﬁhe‘foﬁr attiﬁgde'scales; The‘treétment‘effects Qf thé corres-
pdndinv atﬁitude differ ences could t"lus be determined, It 21s0 has not
vvet been detorﬂlned 1P the ch11d vvews the wcr<er’s benav#or in wa&s
con51stent with the‘worker s oerceptiona Thls 1s espec*allv crucial in
view of the reqearcb by Schaefer (1965) that i dicates. the chlld's be-
'havlor may be more a functlon of the 1nd1v1dua1 child's perceptlon of
_’parental attltudes than of the- parent's Dr ofeSsed-a+tﬁtudes.
| Thp iPAS has Droved to be a useful 1nstrumpnt 1n predlctlng be=
‘hav1or assoc1ated w1th oarcntal attltudes. Thus,’a residnntial treatment
home in searﬂhlna for optlmal worker-envzronment match could focus on .
the workcr's professed att udesron the MPAS to screen for target
‘wcrker characteristics; An institutidn that streSSed-éontrol and
Udis ipline‘may prefef é workér‘witﬁ.comoat%blo high discioline'aﬁtitﬁdes
toward oarentlnc, However, an 1nst’tut10n +hat StreSSPd nurtur .ce‘
and snbport may Dre er a worker who advocates more indulgent parental
attitudes, Additionally, institutlo é‘ ay‘prefe differiﬁg Qbrke?-
behaviqr as>a function of thé/populatioﬁ served, An institution that
primarily serves;repeat juvenile felony offenders may prefer‘a‘diffefénf
parentlna aonroach than an 1nst$tut10n that serves status offenders,
,>Certain‘parentai attitude correlates nay not bé‘advocated‘by any
, ins%itution; :Past research on.the effect of parental_attitudes has

indicatéd that attitudes of punitiveness, rejection and overcontrol are

o

related to the formatlnn‘ of behavioral problems in children. An
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1nst1tutlon dedlcated to tveatment must certai nIy-determine theeeffeetb
of wnrkers suvportlnv such attltudes.

The majority of behaviors which differentiated'werkers in this
studjvinvolved hegative behaviors == that is, conflict measures=and
domwnanﬁe measures. The measures that were assumed to be more concerned
with the chlld's 1nd1v1duall by =- +hat is, "asklnp obinions"g "defend-.
" ing a child's opinion" or “elaboratihg" on a child's opinion == were
]ess successful in dlfferentlatlpc attitudes, In view of the‘demon-
strated relationship in this study‘between éttitudes and behavior,

a useful appfoach in researchvisfto determinevattitudesvthat predict
given desired behaviors in chiid care workers, Payson (1975) explofed“
‘the personality characteristice related to cOunseling effectiveness in
a child care worker population.‘ Hevfound that demographic data and
results from a relationship inventory were useful predictors of

snepifiad tar~e+ hehaviors; as were 2z7tain scales from *he California

=y

sychelogical Inventory, Specifically, he found that worker characteris=
tics of self -acceptance, self-actualization, capacity for intimate
contact, empathy and feeling reactivity were predictive of high effective=
ness ratings by program supervisors, An attitude survey that differ

tiates child care workers along predetermlned desired behaviors is
recommended, Such an att titude survey would be uﬂeful in ?ur+her re=
search on the therapeutic properties of residential treatment. The
worker's characteristics could be held constant by sereening them with
such an instrument while other factors in residential care are varied,

The MPAS was useful in separating groups that differentiated on

Disciplinarian, Indulgent, and Protective attitudes, The results were
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. . . e .
in the gredicted direétibns'based on past research on these attitudes,
queverg the Rejecting scale on thé MPAS was not clearly consistent with
past studies,_ For examplé,iaccordiﬁg to Roe (195?),Vinterpérsoﬁa1 wafmth 
- should be,négatively related with rejection, However, this research
 indicéted no relatioﬁship bétween £he MPAS Rejection scale énd warmth,
Therefofe, the Rejection scale of‘the MPAS cannot Ee eduated.with past.
reéearch'results en the effectscﬁ‘parénﬁalvétfitﬁdes of Pejection withéuﬁi
.éareful qualification.
| A qrucial rqle in therapeutic fesidential treatment has long been
attributed to the child care worker, However, thevdimenéions of that
role and the characteristics of the worker-éhild interaction have
received little research attention., This study indicated that inﬁest—

igating the worker's attitudes toward childrearing offers a promising

avenus of. research.
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| Appendix A

> ,Mary1and“Parent Attitude Survey
byft"‘
:Donald:KQ,Pumrby.‘
_ Direetions.v Thls survey is concerned with parents' attitudes toward
‘child rearing., At first, you will probably flnd 1t dlfflcult, but

- as you proceed 1t w1ll go more - rapldly._ “

Below are presented 95 palrs of statements on’ attltudes toward
child rearing. Your task is to choose ONE of the ‘pair (A-or B) that

. MOST represents your attitude, and place a circle. around the 1etter

-(A or‘B) that proceeds that statement, ' Thus:
' (A) Parents should like their children,
(B) Parents frequently flnd chlldren a burden.

"fNote that in some cases 1t w1ll seem that both represent the way you
feels whlle, on other occasions, neither represents your point of view,
In both cases; however, you' are to choose the one that MOST represents
your point of view. As this is ‘sometimes difficult to do, the best -

way - to proceed is to put down your flrst reaction. Please pick one
- from each of the palrs, = T - L : '

| le A Parents know what is good for thelr chlldren.
Be A good leather strap makes chlldren respect parents,

12. Ae Parents should glve some explanatlons for rules and restrlctlons,

Be Chlldren should never be ellowed to break a rule w1thout belng
S punlshed :

3. A.‘tParents do- much for their. chlldren w1th no thanks in return. ,
B.h;Chlldren should have tasks that they do w1thout belng remlnded. C

L A;v-Parents should sacrifice everythlno for thelr chlldren.
B, AChlldren should obey thelr parents.

,,5.' A, Children should follow the rules their parents put down.
- Be. Children should not 1nterfere w1th thelr parents' night out,

L 6.' A, Parents should watch thelr children. all the time to keep them
. from getting hurt.
~ Be vChlldren who always obey. grow up. to be the best adults.‘



b'z;

.

9.

10,
11,

12.

A.
B,

Al
B.

A.

B.

A,

B.

A,

B,

A.

B,

15,

léo'

17.

18,

B

19,

20,

A
B,

- Bs

A.
B.

A"

.B.

A,

Ae

A,

B :‘

Ao ‘v

B.

Parental Attltudes :

39

»Chlldren should never be allowed to talk back to theﬂr oarents.
Parents should accompany thelr chlldren to the places they
_want to go. . : '

,Chlldren should learn to keep their place,

Children should be required to consult thelr parents before p
maklng any 1mportant de0151ons.

’Qulet, well behaved chlldren w1ll develop 1nto the best type

of grown=up.

~Parents should plCﬁ up their ch*ld‘s toys 1f he doesn't want

to do it hlmself. PR

”Parents should do thlnos for their children,

A chlld's 11fe should be as pleasant as p0s31b1e. =

watchlng telev151on keeps chlldren out of the way. ,
Chlldren should never be allowed to ‘talk back to their parents,

Personal untidiness is a revolt agalnst authorlty so parents
should take the matter in hand, :

A good child always asks permission before he does anythlnv
so he doesn't get into trouble.

Sometlmes children make a parent so mad they see red,

. Parents should do thlnos for their ohlldren,'

Chlldren should be taught to follow the rules of the game,
A chlld's life should be as pleasant as n0351ble.

Parents should cater to thewr chlldren's appetltes.
Many parents wonder if parenthood is worthwhile,

A chlld's life should be as pleasant as DOSSlble.
Sometlmes chlldren make thelr parents so mad they see red.

Children should not tell anyone their problems except thelr

_parents. ,
\Chlldren should play whenever they feel like in the house,'

A good form of discipline is to deprlve a child of the thlngs
that he really wants.,

Chlldren should do what they are told’ wathout arguing.

Chlldren should be taken to and from school to make sure there '

.are no accidents, .
‘Chlldren who always obey grow up to be the best adultso.

Many parents wonder if parenthood is wor+hwh11e°
Children should be required to consult their parents before

making any de0151ons,-
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' 21.A'Ae_'lf a chlld doesn'+ 'lke a partlcular food, he should be made to
o eat it. . ,
B. Children should. have lots. of gifts and’ tOYSo

l 22. A;;;Chlldren should play whenever they feel like in the house.
o - Bs  Good children are generally those who keeo out of thelr
. jnarents ways

23;- A.'*Phlldren never voluntee” to do any+h“n°,arouﬂd the house
- B;"-Parents should pick up thelr chlld's toys if he doesn't want
. to do 1t hlmself : , .

2&. A. Good chlldren are venerally tbose who keep out of thelr parents'
way..

B, Chlldren should not be allowed ‘to play in the 11v1ng room. v

‘25.’”A.*'Modern chlldren talk back to thelr parents too much.“ ”

~~ Bs Children should be required to consult th ir parents before
‘*-*"maklng any dec151ons,

26, - A, ‘Parents should make it their bu51ness to know eveﬂythlno thelr
’ "children are thinklnv

- eB.v*Chlldren never volupteer to do any . work around the house,‘

'27. A, Children should come 1mmed1ately when thelr parents call,
PP B. »Parents should glve surprlse partles for thelr chxldren.

28, A. Good parents overlook’ thelr children's shortcomlngs,
- B, watchlng telev151on keeps children out of +he way .

29. A._vParents should watch thelr chlldren all the time to keep them .
: . from getting hurt.

B;’fA ‘child should never'be forced to do anythlng he doesn't want

: 30.<,A..'Telev181on keeps chlldren out of the way.
’ - Be' The most important thlno to. teach children is dlSClpllne.

31. A.vﬁChlldren should do what they are told without arguing.
- B. Parents know how much a child needs to eat to stay healthy,

32. “A.“Telev151on keeps chlldren out of the way. :
B. ,A Chlld needs someone to make judgments for him,

- 33. A.‘:MOdern children talk back to their oarents too much. . o

'B. ‘Parents should amuse thelr chlldren if ‘no- playmates are around
‘to amuse them."

3h. A Good ohlldren are generally those who keep out of their parentsf'
waY,
" Ba ”Parents should pick up thelr chlld's toys 1f he doesn't want,
to do 1t hwmself ‘-
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iParents should see to it that thelr chlldren do not 1earn bad
‘habits from otherss

Good parents lav1sh their children w1th warmth and affectlon.

Parents shouldn't let thelr children tie them down.
Nodern children ualk back to their parents too much._

'Chlldren wbo destroy any property shoald be severelv Dunlshed.

Children cannot make Judﬂments very well for themselves.

\

Most Darents are relleved when their 0h11dren flnallv go to

sleep.-

‘Parents should hlde dangerous obgects fvom thelr ch1 dren.

Children should not be allowed to plav in the l1v1nc room,
Chlldren should plaJ whenever they feel like in the house.

Parenus should give surprise partles for their chlldren.
Most parents are relieved when thelr children f1na11j go to

'sleep.

Children should bo taken to and from qchool to ‘make sure there
are no accidents, :
Parents should clean up after tnelr chlldren.

r ,
Children are best when they are asleen;
Personal untidiness is a revolt agalnst authorlty s0 parents
should take the matter in hand.

The earller the child is t017et trélnnd the better,
A chﬂld needs someone to make wudoements for him,

Watchlng telev151on keons children out of the way,
Parents snould accompany their children to the places they go.

The earlier the child is toilet trained the better,

Good parents overlook their children's shortcomings,

Parents Qhould clean up after Th?l” children,
Chlldren need their natural meanness taken out of them,

Parents should give surprise parties for their children,
Children need their natural meannassftaken out of them,

Most parents are relleved when their children finally gn to
sleep.

‘Chlldren should come immediately when thelr parents ﬂal

Children who lie should alwavs be spanked,

Children should be requlred to consult their narents before
making any dec151ons.
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Sometlm@s chlldren wust seem mean.,

Parents should see to it that their uhlldrpn do not learn tad
: hab1+cs from others,

~ and £it the orime.

Purisimnert should bte faiy
reat love for thezr children,

Parents should feel g

Parents should buy the best things for their chlldven.
Children are best when thev are aslceh

Children should be reguired to consult their parents before

- _making any decisions,
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Parents should cater to their chlldren S annetltps.‘

Parents should have tzme_for outside activities,
Punishment should be fair and fit the crime,

Children should not be ‘allowed to play in the living room,
Children should not tell anyone thelr problems except their
rarents,

It seems that ch11dren get great p’easure out of dlSObelnC
their elders,

Parents should watch their children all the time to keep
them.?rom getting hurt.

Personal untldwness is a revolt aoalnst authority so Dsrents
should take the matter in hand. _
Parents should buy the bes+ +h1nas for their children.,

,Ch11drﬁn should learn to keep their place,

Good parents overlook their Chlldr““ s shortcomings,

Parents should accompanj thelr children to the places that
they want to go,
Good parents overlook thelr ﬂhlldren's snortromﬂnvs.

Children do many things 7ust to tormeﬂ+ their parents,
Parents should i insist that everyone oP their commands be
obeyed,

Children should come immediately when their parents call,
Parents should hlde dangerous objects from their children,

Chlldren do many things just to torment a parpnt.0
Children should be protected from upsetting experiences, .

Children who lie should always be spanked,
Parents should cater to their children's appetites.

A child should never be forced to do anything he doesn't want
to do,

(
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It seems that children get areat oleasure out of dleobeV1ng
their elders,. :

‘Paren+s should keep a night light on for their chlldren.

Parents live agaln,ln ‘their children.

Sometimes chlldren make parents so mad they see red, :
Children should be taught to follow the rules of the game,

Parents should 1n51st that everyone of thelr commands be
obeyved,
Children should be protected from uosettxng experiences.

Good chlldren are generally those who keep out of their parents
way,

Children should not tell anyone thelr problems except their

parents.

Children who destroy property should be severely punished,
Children's meals should always be ready for them when they
come home from play or school,

Parents should frequentlv surprise their children w1th glfts.
A good form of discipline is to deprive children of things
they really want.

Children should depend on their parents.
Parents should amuse their children if no playmates are around

to amuse them,

Many parents wonder if parenthood is worthwhile,
Children who lie should always be spanked,

Quiet, well behaved children will develop into the best type
of grownup,

Children never volunteer to do anything around the, house,

Children need their natural meannees taken out of them.

Children should be taken to and from school to be sure that
there are no accidents.

Children should never be allowed to talk back to their parents,
Good parents over1ook their clhlll.dren":.sqrﬂ*“f‘om*»*f*s_s‘~

Parerts should give their childreri' all that they can apford
Telev1510n keene children out of the way.

Children cannot mszke 1udcrmen s very well for themselves,
Children's meals should always be ready for them when they
come home from play or school,

Sometimes children are inconvenient.
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Children should be reprimanded for breaking things.

If children misbehave they should be punished.
Parents should see to it that their chlldren do not learn
bad habits frocm others.

Children are often in one's way . around the house.

Children seven years old are too young to spend summers away
from home.

Children should 4o what they are told without arguing.
Parents should frequently surprise their chlldren with gifts.

Parents shoqu feel great love for their chlldren.
Parents should have twme for outside activities

A child needs someone to make Judgments for him,
Good parents overlook thelr chlldren s shortcomlngs.

Parents should make it thelr bu51ness to know everythwno thelr
children are thinking,

Quiet, well behaved chlldren will develop 1nto the best type
of grownub.

Chlldren who destrov any property should be severely punlshed;
A good child always asks permission before he does anythlno
s0 that he does’ no+ get into trouble, :

A good form of dlsc1p11ne is to daorlvp E] chlld of fhlnas that
he really wants,
Parents know how much a Chlld needs to eat to qtav healthv,

The most important thing to teach a child is discipline,
Parents should give their chlldren nl1 that they can afford.

Parents should amuse their children if no playmates are around

1o amuse them,

Parents shouldn't let children down,".

Parents know how much a child needs to eat to stay heslthy, -
Parents should frequently surprise their children with gifts,

-Sometlmes chwldren just seem mea

If chlldren musbehave they should bn ‘punished,

Chlldren should be taught to follow the rules of the game,
Parents should do things for their chﬂldrpn.

Parents shouldn't let their children tie them dovmn.
Children should depend on their parents,

Children who always obey grow up to be the best adults,
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Parents should clean up after‘théir rhildren.

Children's meals should always be readv for them when thny come-
home from play or schocol,

- Children do manv thlngs 1ust to torment a parent¢

A good child nlwajs asks permission before he does anvthlnv
so. that he doesn't get intc trouble,

- Parents should buy the best things for their children, |
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Appendlx B
Rorbaugh Attltude Scales

‘Warmth

In part, Becker (196L, Pe l7h) deflnes parental warmth with var=-
' 1ables such as: accepting, affectionate; approving, understanding,.

vil_-ch11d-centered, frequent use of explanatlons, positive responses to’
.~ dependency behav1or, high use of pralse. A warm parent is concerned -

- and interested in his (her) child, and is empathic and understanding -
~of the child's point of view. The parent!'s engoyment of the child

~as a person is evident. . The response to the child is more apt to be 1n
terms of chlld's benefit (to teach him right, to be sure he is well or
_‘healthy) rather. than because of the parent's self-orientation, comfort,
ego-gratlflcatlon, etc. Part of the overall attitude will come through .
_1n thn ways the parent addresses the child in the 1mmed1ate s1tuat10n.»'

v This scale is focu51ng on: the amount of warmth, and assumes that
warmth may be independent of hostlllty. ‘For each situation, rate as
seems most fitting for the whole situation-=it will often be a welght-

ed balance o max1mum and mlnlmum warmth shown. v

"l. Very warm,, Parent,clearly Droad of son, COﬂCGTﬂ@ﬂ{Wluh and .8n gcylng
of +he Chlld as a person, . understandwng and embathlc.

2, Oulte warm.i A lesser degree of l, often the ratlng w1ll fall sllght-;
1y as a slightly less empathic aporoach will emerge, or the child's ‘
, feellngs are not 'so 1mportant. : i : “

’ 3., %oderately warm. The parent loves the Chlld, and exnresses warmth

- toward him, but there is nothing outstandlnv in degree or expression..
Is not ashamed of chlld, but doesn't express any partlcular nrlde;

‘ except 1n somewhat rare or hypothetlcal terms. :

le Luke-warm. Parent nrobably loves the chlld, but no spec1al empathy

" toward him, - Mav be casual but shows 1ack of emnathy and an emotlonal
dlstance. _' : o

B Neutral thtle expre551on of warmth, may speak somewhat detachedly,

'jv1n some cases even coldly, May not understand much of what child is

~ doing or thinking, and may or may not be concerned about this, At qulﬂev
"~ a dlstance from the child emotlonally. B

>P0s1t1veness of Expectatlons ’,b

| Thls scale is. prlmarlly to determlne the quallty of expectatlons
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which are commnicated to the child in regard to his behavior. Positive -
expectatioﬁsvare‘apt'toﬁbe“Voiced,in such ways as " ~is alwgys yery
dependable, so with him it would be &ll right." "We're always very
proud of o " is a bright kid, he always does good work," -

- Negative expectations might be stated as "Well, we'd check that (gOOQ
grade) for surel® " - is apt to go fooling around and not paying
~any attention, so it would be better if he didn't try it." "You
‘can't expect boys of his age to do that, so we'd watch it pretty close."
"Boys will be boys, you know, and they just will get into trouble,."

~ 'The actual reality of the situation is irrelevant to this scale-- it

~ is the expectation that counts, e a B BRI

"1, Primarily positive expectations. Most of the expectations expressed
.or implied are positive, - ‘ : : R TR

.2,v More pbéitive thah negative, but some of both,  Positive statements
may be qualified or expressed so mildly or doubtfully that the result
~~ is somewhat mixed. ‘ . ' A o R

3, About 50-50."Expéctations_seem intermediate, or positive and nega=
"tive are equally expressed., : T P .

lis More negative than positive, but some of both., The overall quality
is that one can't expect too much of the child, but some positive is
~expected. (e.g., "Of course we know he can do it, but he usually doesn't
~ want to work that hard.") ‘ ' L

5. Primarily negative expectations. The child is not really expected
to achieve or behave well. Naughtiness is. expected, failure to live
up to regulations is expected, achievement is not expected, Doesn't
necessarily imply hostility, just doesn't expect child to behave in
the positive ways, and is not surprised when he doesnlta‘

Anxious Emotional Inv01Vement

Overall, this scale focuses on the degree of anxiety which the
parent centers on the child, including what are usually termed over=
soliticitousness, overprotectiveness, and overinvolvement, Following
Becker (1964, p. 174), anxious emotional involvement is reflected in . .
"high emotionality in relation to (the) child, babying, protectiveness,
and solicitousness for the child's welfare,"  The parent is anxious and
over-involved with the child and demonstrated high child rearing anxiety,
He is apt to use warnings of danger either as a reflection of overconcern
about the child and the dangers in the world for the child, or as a means

of controlling the child,

This SCale is "basically concerned with‘fhe intensiﬁy Of'emotidnél |
response and involvement with the child, whether warm, hostile, or
anxious, but emphasizing anxiousness," (Becker, 196L, p, 17L) A4n in-

. volved or over=-anxious mality must be present for a warm or hostile

response to be rated higher on this scale.



Parental Attltu%fS”
8

Hl“h anx1etj is also reflected in +he parent's belng e351ly nur+ by
 the child, easily made defensive by or in regard to the child, and a

' tendency to see the child as endangered by others or out31de forces, as.
_.vulnerable and in need of nrotectlon. ' : :

The low end of the scale is in the direction of calmness and matterw
of-factness. Such a parent is not easily upset over and about the child,
and is not easily worrled or concerned about the chlld,.

-1, thtle or no anxious emotlonal 1nv01vement. Parent is calm and
“unruffled by most of child's behavior, unless a real emergency comes up.
Handles Chlld matter-of-factly, o ’

2, 'oome tendency to be anxious in relat on to the Chlld thouvh stlll
- quite- mlldlv so,s May express doubts abou+vre1at1ve1y minor- aspects of:
. own ch11d-rear1ng behaviors, but not as though this was really much of .

- aworry. A trifle over=protective; oversollcltous, or over-reactlve 1n :
- relation to the chlld. : _

3. Some - spec1f1c focus on the Chlld as a WOrry, - Sometimes unsure in the
face of child's behavior, but not to the point of not continuing to try
to do somethlng. May express some serious doubt about specific pollcles,
~although in general is not particularly worried, At this stage, some

- anxiety is clear in relatlon to cthd, but it 13 not strong or pervasive,

. Considerable- doubts and wcrrles about chlld and own role in relat10n‘~

to child. Is hurt by the child's. behavior, although may try to hide this -

in part.: . Leaps qulckly to the child's" defense, but in a manner that ime
plies a view of ‘the child as in need of protection. -~ Becomes very worried

if loses track of child, ‘May (or may not) express considerable helpless-
‘ness in regard to control of chlld. : ,

Se Qulte strongly emotlonally involved in an anxious wav ‘with the chlld'
The intensity (overly) and unease of the relationship is quite clear,
Is quite worried and anxious in relationship to chlld. May quickly
speak for the child, putting words into chlld'e mouth before he can say

anything. -May be anx1ously condescendln?, and "flutterlng" in relatlon
. to the chlld

Hostllltv

This scale . is mean+ to measure any. hostlllty which may be Dreseut,
whether toward the child, the other parent, the experimenter, or the
world in general, The hOStlllty may be a personality trait, such as a

generalized tendency to react anurlly or sarcastlcally, or it may be
’Sltuatlon specific, . :

1. No hostllity deteptable;

2, Abruptness, slight harshness of mode -of exnre531on, mlld 1nd1cat10ns
of" annoyance or 1rr1tat10n.,.'
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3, Covert indications of hostility. Sarcastic in tone, harsh in tone,
or an undercurrent of~anh0yance orvmild-angerg ‘Quite mild at this p01nt.
b, Karked covert hostlllty or anger, or mlld angar exg essed'inkthe.
.ac+ua1 31+natlor ‘ o , ‘
) :

" 5 Wcar’v angry or hostlle, eynressed at the momcanto ‘May be clear in
1tone, ‘or more- llkely both in tone and words. ' o

‘Perm1851ve-e Restrlctlve

~ This scale measures the degree to which the parents restridt\or'dq_

. not restrict the freedom of action of the child, and the degree to which
they attempt- to structure the child's world and activities, This would
thus entail both limiting range of action (keeping the child close to
home, for . instance) and the degree to which they want to know all of the
details of what he does (and regulate them) whether or not that range
is extended. The effectiveness of this control is here 1rre1evant, the
‘point is the extent. to whlch the parents attemnt to be restrlctlve or
vrant autonomy, : _ ‘ -

1., Very restrlctﬁve. RéétrLCtlvé'in méSt s:.tuationse thtlé‘dls4”f>:

o obedience tolerated. Many restrlctlons and strict enforcement of demands -

~in a wide varlety of areas,: 1nclud1ng manners, neatness, orderllness,'
~care of household furniture, noise, and aggression. Wants to know what
child is doing; and structures most activities quite carefully, Child
not allowed outside of fairly narrow range 1n terms of dlstance from
home, ‘ideas, and behav1or.:_-‘» : :

24 moderately restrictlveo Prnv1des con31derable structure and control )
" in many’ 51tuat10ns, but range is greater, and child is allowed to struce

. ture many aspects of 51tuat10ns for himself, Parent structures many L

~ situations, but not in great detail, - May only provide general outline,
Expect some dlsobedlence, and moderate enforcement of neatness, n01se,

: aggre351on, ete., partlcularly when not at home.

3, Mndwum. Sometlmes restrlctlve, sometlmes permissive, Allows auto-
nomy in moderate degree, but structures more important areas (important
to the varent) and usually knows fairly well where the child is. More

flexible to child's own structur:nﬂ of many 81tuat10ns. Moderate en-
forcement. : , . o

b Moderately pérm1és1ve.» More often perm1=51ve than restrictive,
Will be permissive if feels can, allows considerable antonomy of movement,
leeway in obedience, aggre331on, manners, ordev‘llness° ‘Relatively little

- structure -of 51tuat10ns w1th1n the acceptabln range of behav1orq and
.movement, ‘ .

5. . Very permissive. Most decisions left up to child, ILittle restric-
“tion on range of movement, much leew&y of obedlence, much tolerance of
messiness and aggre351on.ﬁ, R
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‘ t'Tyne of Dlsc1011n9

o Inﬂuctlon (1ove-or1ented, nsychologlcal) technlques, versus Sen31-,‘"
»tlzatlon (power-assertlve, phy51cal) technlques.:

At the low end oF thls scale ?all dlSClD]lne procedures orlented
toward the production of guilt and internalized behavior controls not
~dependent on the actual presence of authority figures. At the high end

fall disciplinary practlces related to an externally oriented fear of
: consequences rather than fear of violating value standards, The :
- induction’ technlques would 1nclude- “insisting on restitution or apoloey, .
" 'asking why he did it, reasoning and explanation of why it was wrong and.
~not punishing if the child recognizes it was wrong and accepts the res-
‘ pon51b111tv, expre831on of hurt and- dlsap901ntment, The emphasis is on
- the child's taking respon51b111tv for behaving. according to inner stan=
dards based on fear of parental dlsapproval, as well as reinforcing -
’ftendenc1es of the child to either approve or disapprove of himself
whether or not parents are present. In p051t1ve situations, the. narent
rewards the child by the pleasure of the parent and an pmpha51s on the
intrinsic value of the behav1or of the chlld.».b.

SPn51tlzat10n technlques 1nclude power assertlve technlques, such

' as physical punishment,. yelllng at hlm, losing of parental temper,

denying a privilege or sendlng to room as a fixed punishment rather

than until the child is ready to behave, Parental reaction to misbe=

~ havior aimed at inhibiting the misbehavior, often containing an 1mmed1acy_

- of response lacking in the induction teﬁhnlques, and emphasizing the
_dﬂscomfort (often ohyﬂlcal) to the child in the immediate situation when
‘he is caught rather than the wrong or irresponsible nature of the action.
- In p031+1ve situations there is a dependence upon phy51cal or material.

rewards rather than pleasure of oaren+ or child,

1. Prlmarlly use of 1nduct10n technlques._
"2 More 1nductlon than sen31tlzatlon, but usually some of both.
.3.\'About SO-GO Can't reallv 013551fy. Mixed approaches.‘

e More spn31tlzat10n than 1nductlon, but uquallj soma of both,
Milder forms of 5ﬁn51tlzat10n.

'5.-‘Pr1mar11y sen31t1zat10n:techniqueswﬂ.*
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