
How to reclaim 
gravel shoulders

...in a way that lets you do it at a reasonable cost

A t a National Association of 
Counties' convention 3 
years ago, Jackson County's 

road commissioners saw the 
A ll-A m erican Disk, a new 
shoulder reclaimer manufac
tured by Doyle, Inc. They were 
so impressed they purchased 
three of the units. What im
pressed them so much?

According to Bob Zenz, one 
of Jackson County's commis
sioners, not only could the 
disk reclaim gravel, it also 
made an easier job of restoring 
shoulder width and drainage. 
"The disk knocks down the 
berm," Zenz says, "and puts

the gravelback in reach." With 
the shoulder reclaimer, road 
maintenance crews can eco
nomically salvage the dis
placed gravel and swiftly re
build shoulders — important 
capabilities for Jackson County, 
which, like most counties, has 
many gravel shoulders suffer
ing from displaced gravel.

The problems
Road maintenance often creates 
a dam — like a ridge of gravel 
at the outer edge of the shoul
der that hampers drainage. 
Vegetation further compounds 
drainage problems. On asphalt

roads, displaced gravel leaves a 
cana lbetween the pavement and 
shoulder, creating not only a 
drainage problem, but also a 
pavement drop-off — a serious 
hazard for motorists.

To correct these problems, 
the road must be graded several 
times in order to break-up 
clumps of sod and reshape the 
shoulder. This procedure is 
time-consuming and wasteful, 
requiring numerous yards of 
new aggregate to replace the 
gravel lost during routine 
maintenance. The costs, in 
terms of time and materials, 
quickly add up.
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