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BOOK REVIEWS 

Bridging the Divide: Indigenous Communities and 
Archaeology into the 21st Century. Edited by Caroline 
Phillips and Harry Allen. Walnut Creek, CA: Left Coast 
Press, 2010. 290 pp. Photographs, illustrations, maps, 
notes, reference lists, appendices, glossary, index. $79.00 
cloth. 

An outgrowth of demands for ethical treatment and 
repatriation of their ancestral remains, Indigenous Ar­
chaeology (IA) reflects the desire of Indigenous peoples 
to have a say in how stories of their pasts get told. Too 
often, Indigenous people claim, archaeologists have 
discounted oral tradition in favor of scientifically de­
rived histories, histories that may discount or contradict 
millennia-old beliefs. IA is different, done for them, 
sometimes by them, and usually in complete collabora­
tion with them. Their questions are central to research 
agendas and interpretations. IA is controversial because 
some archaeologists see collaboration as infringement 
on academic freedom, as movement away from a hard­
earned, explicitly scientific archaeology, and as essen­
tializing Indigenous people. Nevertheless, IA has rapidly 
expanded internationally as part of an effort to decolonize 
archaeology. Many more Indigenous people have become 
trained as archaeologists, and those who practice IA have 
carefully pondered the many epistemological issues it 
raises. 

This volume derives from the World Archaeologi­
cal Congress's 2005 Inter-Congress on "The Uses and 
Abuses of Archaeology for Indigenous People" held in 
Aotearoa/New Zealand. The dozen chapters are wide 
ranging geographically and provide a solid overview of 
the status of Indigenous archaeology. In New Zealand, 
Australia, and North America, for example, Indigenous 
archaeology has seen nearly two decades of implementa­
tion, and scholars are discussing detailed epistemological 
issues. In most of South America, however, arguments 
are ongoing about whether it is even a reasonable ap­
proach. Most chapters are openly polemical, arguing in 
support of lA, emphasizing the ways it helps to expand 
our understanding of the past. The only challenge comes 
from George Nicholas's excellent chapter in which he 
argues for an end to TA. He worries that even though IA 
provides important insights, it is becoming marginalized 
when it should be seen as central to a discipline that has 

105 

experienced an increasing demand for collaboration with 
stakeholders. 

Although none of the chapters in Bridging the Di­
vide deal specifically with the Great Plains, some of the 
earliest IA began in the region during the late 1980s and 
served as exemplars for the nascent approach. Numerous 
Great Plains projects continue today due largely to the 
substantial number of Native Americans living on or near 
ancestral lands, so issues raised in this excellent volume 
have relevance for understanding both IA practice and 
interpretations of its results. Larry J. Zimmerman, 
Department of Anthropology, Indiana University-Purdue 
University Indianapolis / Eiteljorg Museum. 

Hell Gap: A Stratified Paleoindian Campsite at the 
Edge of the Rockies. Edited by Mary Lou Larson, Mar­
cel Kornfeld, and George C. Frison. Salt Lake City: Uni­
versity of Utah Press, 2009. xxiii + 444 pp. Maps, figures, 
appendices, references, index. $60.00 cloth. 

Every Plains archaeologist has heard of the Hell Gap 
site. But few could tell you much about it. All that changes 
with the publication of this needed, dense, thorough col­
lection that chronicles the life and content of this singu­
larly important archaeological site. With 20 papers and 13 
appendices, this book takes a monumental step forward in 
furthering our knowledge of nearly the entire Paleoindian 
sequence of occupation on the western Plains. Hell Gap 
is the type site for three Paleoindian point styles: Goshen, 
Hell Gap, and Frederick, and contains at least six other 
cultural complexes: Folsom, Midland, Agate Basin, Al­
berta, Eden/Scottsbluff, and Lusk. All in a stratified and 
fairly well-dated sequence. There are hints of Clovis, but 
the jury is still out. 

Located in eastern Wyoming, the Hell Gap site was 
discovered when amateur collector 1. Duguid picked up 
a complete Agate Basin point in 1958 (the first appendix 
tells his story). Sharing that information led to years of 
excavation by a virtual "who's who" in the history of 
Plains archaeology. Previously known by a few short 
articles and unpublished works, this volume is the first 
major synthesis of one of the most studied and significant 
sites in the Plains. 

Space does not permit review of every chapter and 
appendix. The volume has extensive paleoenvironmental 
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information, with papers on geoarchaeology (Haynes), 
soil development and structure (Reider; Miller and Gold­
berg), phytoliths and vegetation (Fredlund), snails (Jass 
and Mead), and climate (Bryson and Bryson). What is 
pleasantly surprising is the general agreement in these 
studies as to the environmental trends that persisted at 
Hell Gap between about 11,000 and 7,000 BP. The papers 
are detailed, technical, and challenging-a reflection of 
the 50+ years that have passed since the early excavations, 
the ambiguity of deciphering other people's (some now 
deceased) field notes, the complexity of site stratigraphy, 
and the ravages of 10,000 years. 

Papers devoted to human history include two that 
chronicle the history of site investigations (Kornfeld 
and Larson; Knudson), two on faunal analysis (Rapson 
and Niven; Byers), two papers on microwear (Muniz; 
Bamforth and Becker), a review of the Eden component 
(Knell, Hill, and Izeta), Cody (Knell), Frederick (Byrnes), 
a discussion of site formation (Larson), a chipped stone 
analysis (Kornfeld), a technological analysis ofthe points 
(Bradley) and of point damage and resharpening (Hashi­
zume), and an excellent book summary by Larson (if 
starting from scratch I'd read this chapter first). 

Hell Gap emerges as a repeatedly used short-term 
camp where game (mostly bison) was processed, tools 
used and discarded, and local high-quality toolstone 
obtained. Features seem rare (a few hearths) for a site 
occupied so long. Though a site of high fidelity, there is 
some "mixing" of point styles between levels, a situation 
that engenders considerable explanatory gyrations­
omitting, however, the possibility that a single group of 
people roamed around with slightly variable styles of 
points, a lesson we need to remember from the Olsen­
Chubbuck site. 

Hell Gap is an extraordinary site, but one thing about 
it was quite ordinary-it had been extensively studied 
but poorly reported. The editors and authors are to be 
commended for digging into dusty bags and field records 
of the 1960s and bringing to light critical information on 
some of the earliest inhabitants of the continent. Jack W. 
Brink, Royal Alberta Museum. 

Barnum Brown: The Man Who Discovered Tyran­
nosaurus rex. By Lowell Dingus and Mark A. Norell. 
Berkeley: University of California Press, 2010. xiv + 
368 pp. Map, illustrations, appendices, notes, bibliogra­
phy, index. $29.95 cloth. 

Barnum Brown, born in 1873, was a product of the 
American West and the homesteading traditions of the 
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mid to late 19th century. His father was an ambitious, but 
level-headed, Virginia-born entrepreneur-turned-Kansas 
farmer, and young Brown grew up on a prosperous farm 
that employed 31 men. Authors Dingus and Norell high­
light a key event in Brown's life when, aged 16, his father 
took him on an epic four-month trip of three thousand 
miles by oxcart to see the Old West his parent had known 
before it passed away forever. As Brown described it, 
"This was Father's finest gift to me; it was of himself." It 
seems this trip instilled a life-long sense of wanderlust in 
Brown, giving him the courage to travel far away from 
home and the skills to look after himself in remote places. 
Returning, he enrolled in high school in Lawrence, Kan­
sas, and continued on to higher education at the Univer­
sity of Kansas in 1893. 

Originally intending to study engineering, but soon 
realizing that geology and palaeontology were his calling, 
he managed to charm his way onto a field expedition in 
1894 led by Samuel W. Williston, one of the leading pa­
laeontologists of the day. Brown made a great impression 
on Williston, and his exemplary field and camp skills led 
to his being recommended as an assistant on an Ameri­
can Museum of Natural History expedition in 1896. He 
passed muster with the AMNH field crew, and his fate 
with the AMNH was sealed. He would remain with the 
Museum well past his official retirement in 1942 until his 
death in 1963. 

It is impossible to summarize Brown's many ac­
complishments and adventures in this short review. 
During his time with the AMNH he traveled extensively 
in western North America and internationally-Cuba, 
Mexico, Patagonia (where he survived a ship wreck near 
Cape Horn), France, England, Turkey, Greece, Ethiopia, 
Egypt, Somaliland, Arabia, India, and Burma. Fifty­
seven specimens he collected now form the foundation 
for the exhibit halls in the AMNH, not just including di­
nosaurs, but fossil mammals and invertebrates as well. He 
returned almost yearly to western North American sites 
that host thousands of top-quality fossils of backboned 
animals from the past 280 million years. 

The book itself is well written, and follows Brown's 
life chronologically from birth to death. Along the way, 
the narrative delves, sometimes quite deeply, into the 
people and events, both American and foreign, that would 
have influenced Brown's life and work at the time. The 
reams of facts, figures, and dates in the book are me­
ticulously referenced using the extensive archives of the 
AMNH. Brown was notorious for not keeping field notes, 
and correspondence to and from the field with his bosses, 
as well as annual reports, are the sources for most of the 
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