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This research shows how metropolitan cities 
throughout the United States are continuously 
impacting the lives of ethnic minorities.  
 
In the United States, Latina/o individuals have 
been born into socioeconomic vortexes.  In other 
words, they have grown up in areas where secure 
jobs have disappeared and a variety of other 
factors force them to live in damaged 
communities that do not foster economic and 
social progression. 
 
By analyzing several works of literature written by 
Latina/o authors who lived in barrios that faced 
these challenges, as well as research addressing 
crime and the lack of law enforcement in 
marginalized neighborhoods, we have come to 
several conclusions. Primarily, there have been 
purposeful decisions to abandon Latino urban 
spaces by removing public services and neglecting 
educational needs. 
 
In addition, individuals as well as corporations 
that offer secure and legitimate jobs have 
coordinated a systematic departure from low-
income Latino neighborhoods. All these factors 
contribute to the socioeconomic vortex previously 
mentioned and inflict substantial psychological 
and sociological harm and economic hardship on 
the families living in these areas.   
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Study conducted with assistance from USU Assistant 
Professor of Spanish, Dr. Crescencio López-González.  

Figure 1 – The Latino Urban Experience and images depicting effects of urban prison   
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Abstract  

Latina/o Urban Literature Theoretical Framework 

 
The community became urbanized when its 
members began to mirror the destruction of the 
environment and when they began to see 
themselves as wage workers. 
 
Future Investigation: A possible solution to the 
socioeconomic vortexes is to interrupt the 
repetitive cycle of violence and poverty by 
removing families from these deteriorating 
neighborhoods and relocating them to non-
urbanized communities that foster prosperity. 
 

Conclusion 

 David Harvey 
Geography 

Raúl Homero Villa 
Literary Studies 

Griswold del Castillo 
Mexican American 

History 

David R. Díaz 
Urban Studies  

Mike Davis 
Urban 
History 

 

Arlene Dávila 
Ethnic Studies 

James Diego Vigil 
Anthropology 

 

Deborah Wallace 
Urban Ecology  

Elena María Viramontes 
(1954 - ) 

Aarón Michael Morales 
(1976 - ) 

Ernesto Quiñónez 
(1969 - ) 

Loida Maritza Pérez 
(1963 - ) 

2007 2010 2000 2000 

Generational  
Gap 

Ethnicity 
& 

Social Economic Status  

Geographic  
Displacement  

Urban Cartels  
Family Unit 

 vs.   
Individualism  

Neighboorhoods 
& 

City Spaces 

Media 

Figure 2 - The Urban Experience 

Urban Individualism 

“The marginalized urban individual confront 

money and capital as double alienations” (The 

Urban Experience 231). 

The Urban Community  

Urban communities “are no more than relative 

spaces to be built up, torn down, or abandoned 

as profitability dictates. But from the 

standpoint of people who live there, such 

places may be the focus of particular loyalties” 

(The Urban Experience 233). 
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The Urban Family  

“The urban family adapts its economic, social, 

and cultural actions, depending on changes 

caused by the urbanization of capital” (The 

Urban Experience 236). 
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