View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you by fCORE

provided by ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst

mOQOthertongue

Volume 21 Article 11

Spring 4-28-2016

=cftA3 & A= HEO] /ALittle Manina
Flask

Nathaniel Lee
University of Massachusetts, Amherst

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umass.edu/mot
b Part of the Fiction Commons, Illustration Commons, Photography Commons, and the Poetry

Commons

Recommended Citation

Lee, Nathaniel (2016) "S 2t~ 3 & £t = ZEH0| / A Little Man in a Flask," mOthertongue: Vol. 21 , Article 11.
Available at: https://scholarworks.umass.edu/mot/vol21/iss1/11

This Multilingual Prose is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst. It has been accepted for inclusion in

mOthertongue by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst. For more information, please contact scholarworks@library.umass.edu.


https://core.ac.uk/display/77512239?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/mot?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol21%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/mot/vol21?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol21%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/mot/vol21/iss1/11?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol21%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/mot?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol21%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1151?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol21%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1135?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol21%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1142?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol21%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol21%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol21%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/mot/vol21/iss1/11?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fmot%2Fvol21%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarworks@library.umass.edu

17

mOthertongue
a multilingual journal of the arts

Betra & 22 dol

Etan Lee

Zepra &0 e Wolrt @ AxlA B

“RGlo] Je] 9547 BetAd 49| wapelst Belt

“$457] oh @7k AU A, Eek i ehol7d o],

SYI, ohLI, FEA RE o AEY FEH LFoleFol”
“TIR0] 8 SHAY Wl Bttt Lol GO R Kol Q.
“gezlol Brhezl, del gotglrh Ae A% drks 2

o] 247 oh 7Y

AL 228 MFLA A 19 AEE £ B

“PRIA Berad &9 Wl g Boul S g

“of, Lkl AL $217h GUEFR.” @A 1 2elol] thAl b 282 w3 et



mOthertongue
a multilingual journal of the arts

A Little Man in a Flask
Translated by Rachel Sewon Bae

A little man in a flask asked the old wise man a question.
“How does the life inside flesh feel?”

The old wise man replied without looking at the little man.
“Full of loneliness, pain, misery and suffering.”

The little man stared at the old wise man, not able to understand him.
“How does the life inside a flask feel?” The old wise man asked.

The little man replied, “Always stifling, fearful and restless.”

The old wise man cracked a smile at his response.

“What’s so funny?” asked the little man in a flask.

“Isn’t it funny? You or me, life inside the flask or outside,

Fear, sadness and suffering are common fates of all things living.”

“How does that humor you?” asked the little man. “It feels like a tragedy to me.”

“To have things to lose and to be able to feel that you are alive. Isn’t that joyful?” The old wise man smiled
and returned to his books.

“Foolish.” The little man rolled his eyes.
“Oh, only if I lived in flesh...” he mumbled.

The old wise man heard him speak.
And he cracked another smile that only he could understand.
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