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papers that will have a very

definable real world impact. 3) Duration of attention differs by type of attention. Papers that make it into policies are more likely to have sustained news and blog

attention and be tweeted about at a later date. Health papers appear to have more sustained attention in general.
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to the policy subset.
Roughly equal distribution in
terms of high V low attention
paper in the two subsets.
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Conclusions: Research is having ‘real world’ impact sooner than before. Some papers
that made it into policy had sustained news and blogs interest unlike any of the comparative
sample — this could be a good indicator for potential REF high impact papers.

Larger sample sizes are needed to fully explore the trends — the area of health lends itself
best to this exploration.

Table. 1 Number of papers in sample by
Altmetric attention score

Nintop | Nintop |N inbottom

5% of all | 25%-6% of | 75% of all

Altmetric | all Altmetric| Altmetric

scores scores scores
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