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TAKING NOTES ON DR. HENRY YOKOYAMA

The Hawaii Medical Journal’s News Editor

Anotepad in one hand, and a
pen, golf club, or tennis racket
in the other——that’s the trick to find-
ing Dr. Henry Yokoyama on the
greens or on the court. No, he's not
keeping score. Nor is he writing 2
prescription in a docter’s stercotypi-
cal chicken scratch,

Instead, the mild-mannered physi-
cisn, who turns 68 on October 6, is
probably carefully jotting down
notes which may seem incongruous
for someone like him, things like the

tatest gossip about other physicians, |

or a raunchy joke. “Wherever 1 go, 1
take my notepad,” said the general prac-
titioner whose office is located in the
Kuakini Medical Plaza. “I have to write
it down otherwise I don't remember.”
Yokoyama has edited the Hawaii
Medical Journal’s “News & Notes™
column for the past 27 years. The
Journal is a publication of the
Hawaii Medical Association, a non-
profit, professional organization of
1,800 physicians, medical residents,
and medical students from through-
out the state. Yokoyama succeeded
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Mairobi onee wrote a critical Jetter

that it was aot praper for a4 medical
journal 1o have such jokes,” he told
the 60 invited guests at the journal’s

memaories of him as a insatiable
reader and editor.

In response to Yokoyama's
invitation to join the celebration,
Arnold, who at the time was under-
going radiation therapy for cancer,
wrote: “, .. It was a great pleasure
and privilege to have you as a mem-
ber of the editorial staff with your
lively, readable Notes & News all
those years, Henry! Any editor
should be so blessed! P'm very glad
indeed that you decided to stay on

the job; thank you again and again!™

The letter, dated June 22, was the
first item in Yokoyama's August
column. It was titled, *Letter from a
Dear Friend.”

Dr. 11, Frederick Reppun, the
Hawaii Medical Journal’s current
editor and recently retired general
practice physician, also appreciates
Yokoyama’s contributions to the
Journal, “The Journal couldn’t pos-
sibly survive without Dr. Yokoyama's
“News & Notes,” which readers relish

the most,” he said at the celebration.

“Jt’s the most read section. Read-

Larry, a family practice physician;
Diane Yokoyama Larue, a veterinarian
in Dallas; Roger, a dentist at Palt
Momi Medical Cenier; Suzanne Lee,
a Kaiser Perinanente internist; and
Harry Dunn Yokoyama, a science
teacher at Campbell High School.

Yokoyama is “very proud” of his
children. How did he contribute to
their success? “Constant pushing,”
he said half-jokingly. “We're just
fortunate.”

Sharing his knowledge with others
via the media is something
Yokoyama has always done. In ad-
dition 1o the monthly “News &
Notes” column, be and other physi-
cians host a Japancse radio program
on KZ0O, which airs periodically.
Each focuses on a particular topic,
inviting listeners to phone in ques-
tions. Previously, he hosted similar
shows on other broadcast stations.

Yokoyama also has an impressive
track record of service to the com-
munity and country. He helped train
physicians from Japan at M
Hospital, when s was a ;
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